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Made into 


NORTH and SOUTH 


AMERICA; 


| Due order as they ee d, Beginning from 
CHRISTOPHER Co Dua ats. and 
AMERICUS VESPUCIUS, and defcend- 
ing to this prefent Time. ; 


Accurately Defcribing each Country, its Natural 
| Hiftory and Produë& ; The Religion, Cuftoms, Man- 
ners, Trade, ec. of the Inhabitants, with what- 
foever elfe is Curious and Remarkable in any Kind. 


ÎTo which is Prefix’d an Introductory Difcourfe, Shewing the | 
Great Advantage of Trading into thole Parts; with the 
_ Improvements that have been made by our late ‘Navigators, 
in order to the effecting fpeedy Voyages, exactly Deicribing 
the Coafis, and Illuftrating both the Anczent and Modern 
Geography. The whole Extracted from the Works of the 
_ molt Confiderable Traveller ss 


is By MonJr. L’asse B ELLEGARDE Ge the 
Il Royal Academy. | 


Tranflated from the French Original Printed at Paris. 
| ADORN’D WITH Cuts. | 


LONDO N, 
\Printed ne Æ. Curll at the Dial and Bible againft St. Dunftan’ s 
Church in Fleetfreet. 1711. re 63.) 
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HIS. HIGHNESS 
TH BAS 


DUKE 
BURGUNDY. 


… Great SIR, 
“4 à HE Book I prefume 
“to prefent your High- 
nels, and to which you © 
have béert pleas’d to allow 
your Auguft Name to be pre- 
fix’d, is ‘it a Work of that © 
Nature as to require a long 
Exercife and Application of 
the moft refin’d Reafon and 
fublimeft Judgment ; it 1s 
_ none of the Number of thofe 
abftrufe Sciences, for the At- — 
taining whereof, to any Per- 
A 2 fection, 


nh e Epifile Dedicatory. 
feétion, the whole’ Life of 
the ableft ‘Geometricians 
would fcarce fuffice, dithe 
Knowledge of which coft 
your Highnefs but a few 
Hours in your tender. Years ; 
F mean . of thofe SRE 


Phy 8 aed 


it. up with Vanity aie Pade, 
by. accuftoming it never to 
fubmit to any thing lefs than 
Demonttration. ort 21 
This is: a Piece, Great Sir, 
which may be réad without 
the Afliftance of thofe pro: 
found Meditations, that have 
taken up your Mind, ever 
fince it was capable of form- 
ing folid {dea’s, and under- 
ftanding 


The Epiftles Dedicatory. 
ftanding theo Language of 
Truth: It as réa within | 
the Rekch: of the Generali: 
ty of Mankind,: and confe: 
quently more Ulefal ‘to thé 
Publick, and yet) [: hope: it 
will not: therefore the lefs 
deferve your Highnefs’s At- 
tention. : Youencourageand 
| protect Arts, ‘as well as the 
_ moft: loft: Sciences, being 
convine’d that they not only 
contribute towards Inftruét- 
ing the Mind, but forming 
die Manners: dé Men ; 
roule up the AG to 
them by your Generofity, 
and by thofe Moments you 
devote toimprove them. 

» The Variety of Accidents, 
which occur in the Account 


of 


The: Epijtle Dedicatory. 
of Travels, compofe one: of 
the moft. {pritely Parts of 
Hiftory, as is the Diverfity 
of Cuftoms and Mannersthey 
lay before us, in their feveral 
Countries one of the moît 
‘Ufeful ; but as remote and 
disease as the feveral Na= 
tions, the World 1s compos’d 
of, are in Behaviour and O- 
pinions, a Diftance greater 
than even that of the {eve- 
ral Parts of Heaven under 
which they live; yet they ail 
concenter and are united in 
the Veneration they pay to 
your [luftrious Blood, and — 
they all join in Admiring | 
thole Princes, who have de. | 
{cended from it. This Ad- 
miration Daily increafes, as 


thofe 


The Epifile Dedicator y. 
thofe far disjoin’d Nations 
hear the Fame of the mi oh: 
ty Exploits, which are fo fre 
quent in the Hiftory of the 
moft Auguft Houfe of Bour- 
bon: and 1 it will ill rife much 
higher, when they fhall be 

| fully inforth’d of your Mar- 
tial Atchievements, and when 
our Travellers fhall have o1- 
ven them a faithful Relati- 
on of your early Conquetts, 
‘and thofe firft Warlike 
Feats, which fpread a Terror 
into the very Heart of the 
Empire, and overthrew the 
— Walls of thofe Impregnable 
Towns, before which the moft 
Raidable Enemy’ s Armies 


had wafted. themfelves for fe~ 


| pu Months. 
ft 


ThèsE piftle De dcatory. 
Itwould: bea E appinel 


Ends Sir, could. T in: fome — 


Meafure contribute, towards 
tran{mitting | the: Glory; you 
have 10 juttly! acquir'd to the 
fartheft Parts of the! Earth’; 


that would provethemoftac: _ 


ceptable Rewatd.to be with’d 
for byme,- on account.of this 
W ork, which you have been 


pleas’d I Ahould..dedicate;to — 


you. Encourag’d by that hope, 


and béing fully aflur’d that it 


cannot Eh of Succels, fince 


you afford it your Powerful 


Protection; am. with thie 
moft profound Ref] pasils 


Gr eat Sir 2 


wie Tour moft Humble, molt 


| Obedient and moflen- 
tir 64 devoted Servant 


DU PERIER. 


| 


AN 
ee: FE 


To the General Hiftory of all Vovaces and 
. Travers, from the Flood.to this prefent 

Time ; {biwing how excellently Ufeful they 
+ Geto Mankind, and the great Benefit and 

Advantage that à is to be as by reading 

of thems | 
HAN Hi: a Natural Brovention to Motives 
- Travel. His. innate’ Reftleffnefs, he reyes | 

À Avarice, the Defire of Knowing,” 
the Pleafure he takes in difcovering new 
- Countries and uñknown.Lands, and in en- 
pricing into the Behaviour, Manners and 
uftoms of Nations inhabiting remote Cli- 
mates, and feated in the fartheft Parts 
of the Earth; all thefe Things ftir up his 
Curiofity, and excite him to overcome the 
-greateft Difficulties, and expolé himfelf to 
all Sorts of Dangers. . 

When the Progeny of Noah had multiply À The Earth 
agd repeopled the Earth,which God had made Pecpred, 
defert, by the Univerfal Deluge ; their Succef- 

. fors trayel’d about to fettle their Colonies i iit 
all Parts of the Univerfe, as appears by thefe 
Words of Genefis. By thefe were the Ifles of the 
Gentiles divided in their Lands ; every one after his 
Tongue, and their Families in their Nations. Chap. 

10. Y. $. B The 


Be, 
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An Introduitory Difécurfe 


Firft Trae "The learned Expofitors, who have made 


wellerse 


Bais 


… define to all that Country. | 


many ufeful Commentaries upon Genefis, tell 
us of fome Travels of thofe firft Reftorers 
of Mankind. They inform us, according to 
Fofephus and St. Jerome, that the Children of 
Fapheth, the third Son of Noah, were the Firft 
that Inhabited the Country of .Galatia ; that 
from AZagog came the Getes, the Maffagetes 
and the Scythians,; from Madai, the Medes; — 
or according to others, the Æacedonians 5 
from Mofoch, the Mufcovites, or the Cappa- 
docians. Thiras was the Father of the Thra- 
cians, Afcenez of the Armemianss Riphath of 
the Paphlagonians ; and Thogorma of the Phry- 
gians. 2 pA, 
Ham, the fecond Son of Noah, who fell 
under his Father’s Curfe; went away to in- 
habit Egypt, which Holy Writ. calls the 
Land of Chufh and Mifraim, the Names of 


Hans two Sons. From Canaan defcended 


the Canaanites who inhabitéd Phenicia and the 


Holy Land, till they were expell’d by the 


Hraelites. This Nation grew Famous by Trade 
and Commerce, which fo much enrich’d Tyre 
and Sidon. 
Afbur, the Son of Shem departed from the 
Country about Babylon, and laid the Foun- 
dation of the mighty Affyriaz Monarchy, which 
Hlourifl’d for fo many Ages. Of Ludim came 
the Nation of Zud in Africk, mention’d by 


- the Prophet J/aiah, C. 66. v.19. The Cappa- _ 


docians were a People inhabiting all the Tra 
of Land between Gaza and Egypt along the 
Sea-Coaft. They Invaded the Æivites, and 
drove them out of their Country, where 
they fetled themfelves. The Philiffines came 
thither after them, and gave the Name of P4- 


Elam 


to the Hiftory of Vor acts, oe. 3 
 Elam and his Race peopled the Land of #/am. 
of the Elamites, from whom the Perfians de- 
fcended. The Chaldeans and Country of Chal- 
dea,in which Babylon the Capital of Nim- 
rod’s Empire ftood, derive their Original 
rom Arphaxad, as the Lydians, Neighbour- 
ing on Perfia, do theirs from Ludim. Aram 
was the Progenitor of the Syrians. Ux, who 
defcended from him, made himfelf Mafter 
of the Country of Damafcuws, and gave Part 
of that Territory the Name of Uz, where 
the Holy Fob was born and livd. Hal was the 
Founder of the Armenians. _ JOR EES, 

* Thus was the Earth fil?d with Inhabi-Confujcr 
tants by feveral Detatchments or Coloniés of Tongues 
fpreading themfelves through all Parts 
after the Flood, or at leaft after Mankind 
was oblig’d to defift from that extrava- 
gant undertaking they had gone upon, of 
raifing a Tower above the Clouds, thinking 
by that Means to fecure themfelves againft 
-a fecond Deluge. But God difappointed 
their Vanity, by confounding their Lan- 
guage ; fo that they no longer underftood one 
another, and then it was that they parted ; 
every one taking the Way he thought fit, 
as his Fancy or Inftin& led him, which was 
340 Years after the Flood, according to the 
Hebrews. } A 
. The Patriarch Abraham Was one of the firft Abraham 
Travellers ‘we find mention’d in Hiftory. His ty Be ÿ, 
Forefathers dwelt in Æ4e/opotamie, of which "77" 
_ Chaldea was a Province feated beyond the 
River Euphrates, towards the Tigris. God 
appeard to that Holy Man, and command- 
éd him to forfake his Native Country, and 
pafling over the River Euphrates to go into 
the Land of Cazaan. This is the fruitful and 
| B 2 deli-~ 


\ 


An Introductory Difcourfe 
delicious Country, flowing with Milk and 
Honey, which God afterwards gave to 4- 
braham’s Pofterity, thatis, the J/raelites, who 
were defcended from the Race of Facob, the 
: Grandfon of Abraham. "4 Re 
Adam - All the whole Circumference of the Earth 
King of was given to Adam for his Refidence, with 
th: World. full Liberty to go where he pleas’d; for as 
a Prince is not oblig’d always to fettle his 
Abode in one Palace or City, but is free to 
make Choice of what Place he pleafes to 
refide in throughout his Dominions ; fo 4- 
dam who was King and Lord of all the 
World, might go where he pleas’d, as well 
as his Defcendants. All the Space that. is 
betwixt the Eaft and Weft, the North and 
South, and in fhort all the Inhabitable Earth, 
was but like one great City, through which 
the Children of dam had their Freedom to 
range. | k | + 
Only Mom This feems to be a Priviledge peculiar to 
(ytd mélNfan, and raifes him above other Creatures, 
arise which cannot live in all Sorts of Countries. 
The feircelt of Beafts are rarely to be found 
in Europe ; the Elephants and Camels brought 
over thither are as it wereout of their Element, 
and do not breed. None but Man ¢an live 
and multiply in all Parts of the Inhabita- 
ble Earth. All Climates agree with him, and 
he innures himfelf to endure Heat and Cold, 
according to the Place he is in. : | 
Socrates. It was on this Principle perhaps that So< — 
crates the Philofopher grounded his Aufwer, 
when being ask d what Countryman he was; 
he faid, An Inhabitant of the World. To fig- 
nify that all the World was his Native 
Country, that Man is no more confin’d to 
one Nation than another , and that he 
| may 


EN 


~ to the Hiftory of VOYAGES, ee. 5 
may choofe his Refidence throughout the 

Face of the Earth ; for he every where 

finds proper Food, and though at firft it be 
itrangeto him, yet by Degrees the Body is ac- 
cuftom’d to, and nourifh’d by it. | 

It cannot be deny’d but that there are Advanta. 

many Difficulties to be furmounted, andées of Tas 
great Dangers to be run in Travelling to *#”£. 
very Remote Parts: but the Rarities found 

out, the new Difcoveries daily made, the 
Pleafure of feeing ftrange People, and un- 
known Nations, make fufficient Amends for 

all the Hardfhips which long Voyages and 
Journeys are liable to. By this means Coun- 

tries far remote from one another, become 

in fome meafure Neighbours, and, if we 

may fo term it, draw nearer to themfelves, 
Commerce makes a reciprocal Communicati- 

on of all that is good among them, and 
there is a mutual Intercourfe of their Pro- 

duct, Manufactures, and all other Things 
tending to render the Life of Man eafie and 
pleafant. Every Climate being unfit to pro- 

duce all Sorts of Fruits of the Barth, each 

of them is in fome meafure improv’d and 

made more fruitful, by the Tranfporting of 

se aaa bed the moft diftant Nations af- 
ford. 

Ye has not been always the Defire of Gain Kuowledge 
that has mov’d Men to venture themfelves improv'd, 
into ftrange Lands and Seas, to bring Home 

Gold and precious Stones, or other rich Com 
modities, which are rather Supports of Lux- 

ury and Vanity, than neceflary for the Fe- 

licity of Humane Life. Many renown’d Phi- 
‘lofophers have in all Ages been led by the 
Curiofity of Travelling to enquire, upon the 

Spot, into the Truth of thofe ftrange Ac- 

ON: B 3 counts . 


An Irtroduttory Difcourfe 

counts they receiv’d from others. They chofe 
rather to expofe themfelves to all forts of 
Dangers, as of falling into the Hands of bar- 
barous Nations, of being devour’d by wild 
Beafts, or of dying for Hunger or Thirft in. 
barren or favage Places, than to live always 
at Home in their own Countries, and be de- 
priv'd of Abundance of Knowledge, which is 
acquir’d to much greater Perfection, by feeing 
Things with their own Eyes, than by the bare 
Relations of others. | 


i Queen of The Scripture informsus, that the Queen 
Shebatra-of Sheba, hearing of the mighty Reputation 


Velse 


Solomon 
irades by 
- §ede 


Solomon had acquir’d, came herfelf to make 
Tryal of his Wifdom, by propofing to him 
feveral knotty Queftions and intricate Enig- 
ma’s. This Queen’s Kingdom was not in 
Ethiopia, as fome have fancy’d; but in that 
Country we call Arabia Felix, or the Happy; 
as may be judg’d by the Prefents fhe gave 
to Solomon, which were Gold and Perfumes, 
Things very common inthat Part of Arabia 
we fpeak of. This Princefs met with a fuf- 
ficient Recompence for allthe Hardfhips and 
Fatigues fhe had endur’d upon her Journey; 
for having feen the Wifdom of Solomon, the 
Magnificence of the Houfe he had built, the 
plentiful Tables he kept, and the Sacrifices 
he offer’d in the Houfe of the Lord, fhe feem’d 
to be tranfported quite befide her felf with 
Admiration. bn | oe 
' That wife Prince from whom no Science 

could be hid, was not ignorant of the Art 


of Navigation; for it is exprefly mention’d, 


in the 9. chap. of the firft Book of Kings, 
That he fitted out a Fleet at Ezion-geber, which 
25 befide Elofh, on the Shore of the Ked-Sea, iz 
the Land of Bdom. And King Hiram, sent 


to the Hiffory of Vavaces, de. 7 
in this Navy his Servants, Shipmen that had Know- 
ledge of the Sea, with the Servants of Solomon. 
And they came to Ophir, and fent from thence 
Gold, four. burdred and twenty Talents and brought 
it to King Solomon. MAO" 

How skilful foever Hiram’s Subjefts might ignorance 
be, in Navigation, it is to, be fappos’d that oftheZoad- 
their Knowledge was very imperfect, as be-5#9#¢ - 
ing utter Strangers to the Secret of the Load- 

{tone and Mariners Compafs. The very Sight 
of the Main Ocean made them quake; nor 
aurft they venture out to fail in the open Sea, 
or depart from the Coafts. Some Authors, 
J cannot imagine on what Grounds, have 
fancy’d that Solomon had Knowledge of the 
Needle for Sailing, which is very hard to be 
beliey’d, fince the Fleet he fent to Ophir and 
Tharfbifh, were three Years out upon their 
Voyage. Now whether thefe Ships went in- 
to Africk, where then was the richeft Gold 
Mine in all the World, or into India, to- 
wards the Golden Cherfonefus and AMalaca, 
fince difcover’d by the Portuguele, or into 
China or Peru, whence the Spaniards have 
brought fuch immenfe Treafure in thefe lat- 
ter Ages; certain it is that thofe Voyages 
are now perform’d in a much fhorter Time. 

Hence it is to be concluded, that in all coating; 
their Sea Voyages, they never inthofe Days _ 
loft Sight of Land. Cicere’s .Expreffion fuf- 
ficiently evinces it; /egebant littora, fays that 
great Orator, fpeaking of Navigation in his 
Time; that is, they crept along the Shore, 
without departing from the Coafts and Land, 
but guiding themfelves by the Sun and the 
Stars next about the Pole. ES 

In thofe Voyages Solomon undertook by Sea, pienicizse 
he employ’d not his own Subjects, nor his voyages. 

é B 4 Ships, 


An Tai) Difconrfe va 


Ships, but only made ufe of the Skill of the 
Phenicians, who. were the ableft Sailers in 


. thofe Days, and had began to range through- 


out all the Afediterranean ; on the Coafts where- 
of, they. built feveral . famous Cities, as Car- 
thage, Utica, and others of great Note, to 
which they "fent Colonies at feveral Times. 


They alfo made their Way into the Red Sea, 


and to féveral Parts of Afia and Africk up- 
on the Profpedt and Hope of gaining by the 
Commodities: they. aye Home from fe- 
veral Countries. *’ 


poleniony ‘This isthe Method we may guefs Solomon 
Fleets 


Commodi . 
they 


ties 


brought. 


took 1 to enrich his Kingdom, by Trade with 
Yorreign Nations, far remote from Judea. It 


is likely, that after he came to the Know- 


ledge of the Wealth there was to be found 
in the other Parts of the World, he fent 
‘out a Fleet every Yeat, which did not re- 
turn till three Years after. This Fleet fet 
Sail from. the Port afterwards call’d Berenice, 
and which the Scripture names Ezion-geber, 
Seated on the Red-Sea. They fail’d together as 
far as theStreight of Babelmandel, which i is thé 


: Mouth of the Red Sea, where they parted ; the 


one half of the Fleet coafted along Eaftward 
as far as India; Malaca, and othet more di: 
ftant Parts; the other “turn’d : away towards 
Africk, and ‘return’d Homie through the Me- 
diterranean to the Port of Foppe. 

Thefe Voyages were vety gainful ; for they 
Die Home Gold, Silver, precious Stones, 
Perfumes, Ivory, curious Sorts of Wood, 
ftrange Creatures, and other ‘rich Commo- 
dities, which could only come from Afia and 
Africk; but never from the Weft-Indies, whi- 
ther. it was impoflible for them to fail with- 
out the ES of the SA ea k 

æ O° 


* 


_ -vels. | 
Virgil has given eternal Renown to the? Eneas, 


+ tothe History of Voyices, à. 


9 


Tho’ it muft be granted that the Tyri-Driavs, 


ans, “Carthaginians ‘and Egyptians perform 


aq Carthegi- 
nians and 


many Voyages in the Mediterranean, the Red roymians, 


Sea, and even on the, Ocean ; yet it cannot 


bé deny’d but that they had Abundance of 
Difficulties to encounter, and many Dangers 
to run through for want of greater Light, 
ftcering their Courfe the beft they could in 
the Day-Time by the Help of the Sun, and 
in the Night by the Moon and Stars, with 
much Uncertainty and Hazard, never daring 
to lofe Sightof the Shore. | 


The Ancients for the greater Honour of? 
Hercules 


‘and Jafone 


Hercules, magnify his. Travels at an extra- 
ordinary Rate; telling us that he vifited the 
greateft Part of the Kurth, to extirpate Rob- 
bers, who every where committed inhumane 
Murders without being calld to any Ac- 
count, to fubdue Giants, and to bring Ty- 
rants’ to Reafon, who made.Ufe of their 
Power to opprefs the Weaker. Nor was the 
Voyage of Fafox and the Argonauts lefs Famous 


for the gaining of the Golden Fleçce, or rather 


to fetch Gold and Silver from the Mines of 
Colchis, whence they brought Homg a confi- 


derable Quantity at their Return- 


avels | of 


If we may give Credit to Homer and hisofUlyles 


Odyffee, there never was: a greater Travel- 


ler than Ulyffes, for the Space of Ten Years 


after the Siege of Troy, the DeftruQion of 


which Place he haftned by his Subtility and 


Stratagems. Strabo has grounded the great- 


eft Part of his Geography on Ulyffe’s Tra- 


e 


t 


Travels of Exea, Son to old Anchifes, and 


Father to Afcaniu, whom the Romans look’d 
‘bpon as their Founders. After the Subver- 
+ ; k EE ; : vie + 


fiqn 


ni: An Introductory Difcourfe 
fon of Troy, Eneas fitted outa Fleet, in or= 
der to fave the poor Remains of his Coun- 
try, and as many as were willing to fol- 
low him into fome Foreign Land. Tho’ the 
Paflage from Troy to the Coaft of Z4ly be 
A not very long, yet that Voyage is render’d 
"A moft Illuftrions by the lively Defcription 
Virgil gives of the Storms, the Shipwrecks, 
the Variety of Adventures, and the Anger 
of the implacable Deities againft Ex and 
his Company. He coafted along Macedon, — 
crofs’d over to Sicily, and came at laft into 
the Country of Latium, where after feveral 
Battels he defeated Turrw, and took from 
-him Lavinia, the Daughter of the King of the 
Latins. | | 
of Pytha. Pythagoras departing Greece, and the Ifland 
goras. of Samos, {pent feveral Years in Travelling 
| to all Parts ; but this upon a different and 
much nobler Motive than other Men, who 
aim’d at nothing but gathering of Worldly 
Wealth ; whereas that great Philofopher 
made it his whole Bufinefs to adorn his 
Soul with Variety of Knowledge. He crofs’d 
the Seas to go over into Chaldea and Egypt, 
and went into Perffa to confer with the 
Magi, that he might learn the Myfteries 
of their Profeffion, and impart them to his 
Scholars. 
of Socra-. Socrates the Wife, took feveral Journeys 
tes and into remote Countries to acquire more Wif- 
Plato dom, which was the only Treafure he va- 
lu’d. Plato his Difciple, not fatisfy’d with 
the Sciences which he might learn in Greece, 
of thofe many Philofophers he could there 
RS converfe with, went over into Egypt to be 
Ho inftruéted, by them in all the MIYRerES af 
; KG 


to the History of VOYAGES, Ge. Ye 
Religion, and the Ceremonies they had learnt 
from Mofes and the Hebrews. 

The Conquefts of Alexander the Great, may 9f Alex: 
be look’d upon as fo many Travels ; be-4%¢F" 


~ caufe he perform’d them with as great Ce- 


lerity, as a Traveller might have done, … 
who were only led by Curiofity to take a 
View in his Way of feveral Countries, 
and diftin& Nations. After Conquering and 
Overthrowing the Monarchy of the Perfians, 
his Ambition carry’d him even into Jndia; 
and not yet fatisfyd with fuch immenfe 
Conquefts, he gave the Command of his 
Navy to Nearchw, one of his moft experi- 
encd Officers ; who fail’d down the River 
Indus, difcover’d the Coafts of the Indian 
Ocean, and returning to Alexander, gave him 
a particular Relation of all he had found 
out. | 
We may add to the Number of thofeof Hanno 
who have render’d themfelves Famous by 
their Travels, Hazno the renown’d Carthagi- 
 gian Commander, who having fitted out fixty 
Sail by Order and at the Charge of his 
Commonwealth, and putting Aboard 3000 
Perfons of both Sexes, fail’d out of the Mouth 
of the Streights, and directing his Courfe to 
the Weftward, built fome Towns, and planted 
Colonics. : | 
- We are beholding to Phys Travels for 0f Pliny 
that excellent Book he compos’d of Natural 44 Adri- 
Hiftory. The Emperors, as well as the Phi-°" 
lofophers have Travell’d to difcover Things 
to them before unknown. The Emperor 
Adrian vifited all Egypt, to find out the Source 
of the Nile, and at his Return to Rome caus’d 
the Plans of all the Cities he had feen in 
his Travels, to be drawn to refrefh his own 
| SAR Memory: 
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Memory, and give others fome Notion of 
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of Chrit Tho? the Travels of our Lord and Savi- 


| and bis 


à Apoftles. 


Of Apol- 
tonius 
Thyane- 
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out JESUS CHRIST were not long, norin- 
to Countries very remote from his own, yet 
they were almoft without Intermiflion for the 
Jaft Years of his Life. As foon as born he 
was forc’d to fly into Egypt, with his Fa- 
ther and Mother, to avoid the’ Perfecuti- 
on of Herod. At Thirty Years off/Age he be- 
gan to Preach the Kingdom of God in Fury, © 
Galilee, and Samaria, traverfing all Paleftine, 
without ever going far from Ferufalem, which 
Was, as it were, the Center’ of all his Tra- 
vels. The Apofties following the Example 
fet them by their Maifter, divided the Uni- 
verfe among them, to carry the Light of 
the Gofpel into all Parts of it; fo that fome 
of them pierc’d even into India. St. Pauls — 
Travels have render’d him Famous, he ha- 
ving perform’d very many both by Sea and 
Land,with inexpreflable Labours and Dangers, 
ranging throughout all Greece and. Afia to 
fulfill the Duty of fis Apoftlefhip; he’came 
as far as Marfevlles, and at length ended his 
Courfe in the Metropolis of the World, un- 
der the Emperor Aero. | 
Apollonius Thyaneus was a Very great Tra 
veller; whilft yet very young he left his 
Country, and allthe Pofleffions he had in it, 
to give himfelf up more entirely to the Stu- 
dy of Philofophy. . He went to Afemphis and 
Caro to fee the Table of the Sun. He pafs’d 
over Mount Caucafus to go to confer with 
the Brachmans; his Curiolity carry’d him e- 
ven into Z#dia, to Study under the Gymuo- 
fophifts, and the moft knowing Hiarchas, Prince 
of all the Indian Wife Men, There it be 
xi er | | that 
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that he learnt Things beyondicommon Capa- 
cities; and which made him be look’d upon as 
a Magician. . one. ppokalin Sos 

Among the Moderns Marcus Paulus Vene-0f Mar- 
tui has. obtain’d; Renown by his Travels andfis Fu 
the Difcoveries he has made. He {pent feven- rue. me 
teen, Years,in Tartary.in viewing thofe Ea- . 
ftern Provinces, and enquiring into the Man- 
ners and Cuftoms, of the Inhabitants, and the 
Nature and Qualities of the many and ftrange 
Sorts of Creatures that are to be found in 
that Country... Pee 

: What Advantages have we not reap’d from Ff Spani- 
the. Navigation and Voyages of the Peas #6 
guefes, who were the firft that difcover’d'ouefos. 
India, the Kingdom of Calicut, and fo many 
Wealthy Nations, from whom we daily re- 
ceive all Sorts of Spice, and Drugs for Phy- 
fical Ufes ? This Obligation we owe to the 
Kings John ‘and Emanuel of Portugal, to Fer- 
dinand and Elizabeth of Caffile, and to the 
Emperour Charles the Fifth. Divine Provi- 
dence… in their Days raisd up feveral 
able, bold and daring Men, who expos’ d 
themfelves to all Sorts of Dangers for thé. 
making of Difcoveries in the New World. 

The moft Famous of thefe were Chriffopher 
Columbis, Americus Vefpucius, Ferdinand Ma- 
galhaens, Ferdinand Cortes, Gonzalo Pizarro, and — 
James, de Almagro. 
. The Kings of France have alfo engag’doffrench 
themfelves and launch’d out their Revenues in 
promoting the Difcoveries in the new World. 
Francis the 1. Henry the Il. Francs the IL. 
Charles the IX, and above all, Lewis the Great, 
have fet out feveral Fleets and employ’d able 
Mariners to found the Seas, take the exaût La- 
titudes, and obferve the Climates, the eee 
the 


VAR: 


* 


ïi4 ' ‘An Tatroduëtory Difcourfe 
the Roads, and what ever elfe may contri- 
bute to the Adyancement of Navigation in 
. thofe unknown Countries. We have made 
Way éven to the Aztipodes, to the Nations 
neareft about the Pole, and to the Countries 
moft remote from our Continént, before 
thought inacceflible, and never to be come 
hear, by reafon of the continual Ice and 
exceflive Cold which ftill furrounds them; 
but what is it that Man cannot perform, when 
Profit or Ambition leads him on. | 
Of Pofte!, Travelling would become much more eafie, 
were theré many Perfons of the Genius of 
that famous Postel, who liv’d in the Reign 
of King Francis the I. for befides the European 
Languages, he was well skill’d in the Hebrew, 
Chaldaick, Syriack, Arabickand Greek, and he 
_ Was wont to boaft that he could travel to 
the End of the World without an Inter- 
preter. The King fent him into the Haft, 
whence he brought abundance of Manufcripts, _ 
_ relating to Phyfick, Phylofophy, Mathema- — 
ticks, fome Books of Holy Writ in drabick, 
and other Oriental Languages. | ! 
Of Peter Inthe fame King’s Reign, Peter Gilinf, un= 
Gilius. dertook feveral Journeys for the fpace of 
nine or Ten Years into Greece, Turkey, Syria, 
Fury, Paleftine, Ecypt, Arabia, Armenia, and 
éven into Perfiz. At his Return he gave the 
Europeans confiderablé Information, as to the 
Situation, Strength and Riches of thefe Coun- 
tries, then almoft unknownto them. ~ | 
Of Nico TheTravels of theSieur Nicolai, of Dauphinee, 
Jai have gain’d him much Reputation ; and been 
very beneficial to the Nation. He in the 
Space of fifteen or fixteen Years vifited the 
Upper and Lower Germany, Denmark, Pruf= 
fia, Livonia, Sweden, Zealand, England, Scotland, 
: | Spain, 
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Spain, Barbary, Greece, Turky and Italy, eae 
very éxcellent and curious Remarks upon al 
thofe Countries he was in, as appeats by the 
Book he publifh’d, by the Name of the Éaftern 
Travels of N. Nicolai of Dauphinee, Lord of 
Arfeville, Valet de Chambre and Geographer 
in ordinary to the King with the Cuts both of | 
_ Men and Women drawn to the Life; ac: 
cording to their feveral Nations. Fol.1568. + 

It. may well be faid, without being thought 0f Taver- 

guilty of Flattery, that the renowned Ta-™*! 
Vernier, who liv’d in our Days, has equall’d 
if not out-done the moft celebrated of Travel- 
lers,; for he has been in moft Countries, and 
made moft excellent Remarks on them; but 
more particularly in Perfi2 and the AoguPs 
Dominions, as may be feen in his Memoirs, 
a Work both curious and inftruéting, as to 
the Genius, Manners, Religion, Wealth and 
Trade of very many Nations, and the Ad- 
vantages that may be made by them. 

Avery great Number of other Travellers gf oshers, 
might be brought upon the Stage, who have 
been an Honour to France, whofe Motives 
for travelling are as free from any Profpect 
of Intereft, as is that of the Miffioners; and 
yet the Difcoveries by them made in all Parts 
of the World, have very much illuftrated 
Geography, and added confiderble Perfection 
to the Mathematics ; rendring all Things 
far eafier to thofe who have Occafion, or 
Defire to Travel. Among thefe Famous 
Men are Meflieurs Caffini, de la Hire, Petit 
ka Croix, Galland, Thevenot, &c. who have : 
done all Europe confiderable Service, by the 
judicious Remarks they have made in their 
Travels, and the Accouats'of them they have 
publifh’d. | 


* 
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. Nor. had it been fufficient for Providence 
to raife up fo many brave Men, as have 
clear’d the Way to the utmoft Bounds of 
the Earth, in ordér, to make. new. Difcove- 
ties, unlefs it had pleas’d God to dire& them 
in the finding out a Thing fo excellent as 


is the Sea Compafs, without which it had 


been abfolutely impoflible to perform thofe 
long Voyages. . Whereas now by the Help 


of the. Needle touch’d to the Load-Stone, 


When 
found out. 


we Sail with no lefs Eafe than Safety inall 
Seafons, by Day and Night, and even in 
Tempefts. An able Sailor, who has been 
for many Days drove up and down by the 
furious Billows and ftormy Winds, and fore’d 
to fteer feveral Courfes, compell’d to it by 
outragious contrary Blafts, foon finds where- 
abouts he is, as foon as the Weather grows 
Calm, and marks down the Place on the Sea- 
Chart without. any Error, if he underftands 
his Profeffion but indifferently. Adi à 

It is about five hundred Years fince the 
Ufe of the Needle touch’d to the Load- 
Stone was found out by oné Flavius, whom 
fome Authors call ohn Gioia, who either 
by Chance, or by fome Infpiration, obferv’d, 
that a Needle rubb’d upon a Load-Stone, 
always turns towards the Pole, and confe- 
gucaily marks out the North and South. 
Line. At firft they fet this Needle fo touch’d 
to the Load-Stone into a very, flénder Bit 
of Stick, like a Fefcue Children ufe to read © 
with, which they put into Water, that it 
might have the full Liberty of Turning to- 
wards the Pole; at prefent it is ‘fhut up 
into a round Box fet upon a very fine Brafs 
Point, that it may .havé entire Freedom to 


move.’ à 
Some 
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Some Authors have thought that Afarcus The Anci- 
Paulus Venetus brought the Needle out of°7 vi 
China; bat it is a Miftake, fince Facques” 7 
de Vitri in the fecond Book of his Oriental | 
Hiftory, affirms, that the Needle was in 
- Ufe at Sea, ever fince the Year 1215. It 
is a much groflér Error to maintain, that 
the Tyrians had any Knowledge of the Com- 
_ pafs, as us’d at this Day. ‘It is to be ob- 
ferv’d, that there is another Quality pecuhar 
to the Load-ftone, that is its attracting of 
Iron ; which Vertue was certainly known to 
the Ancients long before the other of cau- 
fing a Bit of Iron, which has been touch’d to 
it, to turn to the Pole. 
‘The beft Load-ftones are found in the By whom: 
Mines of Bengala and China, whence they were fi us'd. 
brought by the Afoors and Arabs, who have 
travell’d thither in all Ages. The Mariners: 
of Amalfi, in the Kingdom of Naples, were 
the firft that made Ufe of it on the JZedr- 
terranean, and therefore they are reputed 
the Inventors of it. Certain it is, that the 
Venetians, the Genoefes, the Pifars, and the 
Catalonians, were the firft Europeans that fail’d 
by the Compafs. The French, the Portuguefes, 
the Spaniards, the Englifh, the Danes and the 
Dutch have found it very Advantageous to 
them, for difcovering of all the remoteft 
Lands and Seas, from North to South and 
even under the Pole. So that it may, ig 
fome Meafure, be faid, that there is no ha- 
bitable Part of the World, that has not been 
_ gone to. We now fail with more fafety on 

all the Seas from the North to the South, 
and from the Eaft to the Weft, than for- 
merly they did in the Æfediterranean, or Gulph 
of Venice. oe SEE VAR | 
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Thefe long Voyages have been the Occa- 
fion of difcovering Iflands and Continents 
altogether unknown to our Anceftors. The 
Light of the Gofpel has been convey’d to 
barbarous Nations, who had never heard fo 
much as the Name of the true Religion. 
The Commodities of Europe are exchang’d 
for the Wealth of the new World, whence 
many Things are brought, which contribute 
much to the Conveniency, or at leaft the 
Delight of human Life; and Experience has 
fhown how Advantagious that Trade has 
prov’d to Europe. 

The general receiv’d Opinion is, that 
America was altogether unknown to the An- 
cients, and that we are beholding for that 
Difcovery to the Voyages undertaken by 
Chriftopher Columbus, Americus Vefpufius and the 
Spaniards. The Southern Coafts and the ex- 
treme Parts of Africk and Afia, were dif-, 
coverd by the Portuguefes. The Sieur de 
Betencour, a French Man conquer’d the Canary 
lands, in the Year 1402. Antiquity had, 
fome confafe Knowledge of them, by the 
Name of the Fortunate Iflands, whereof Poets 
and Hiftorians have writ fo many Wonders. 
The Grecian and Latin Geographers have 
made Mention of them, but we knew no- 
thing we could rely on of thofe plentiful. 
Countries till Betercour made his Voyage. 

Spaniards and Portucuefes afterwards made, 
feveral Voyages thither, and by that Means 
difcover’d the Ifland of Adadera, under the 
Conduct of Fohr Gonzales, and Triflan Vaz, 
tho’ the Englifh pretend to that Difcovery 
fince the Year 1344. Alvaro Fernandez dif- 
cover’d all the Coaft of Guinea, which put 
the Portuguefes in the Way of making other. 

| : mighty 
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mighty Difcoveries afterwards. In the Year 7% Cape 
1493. Bartholomew Diaz found the celebrated 7, , ee 
Cape of Good Hope and having doubled inc. 
proceeded as far as the Coaft of the Anci- 

ent Ethiopia. Three Years after Va/co de Gama, 
made a farther Progrefs the fame Way, and 
went on fortunately, as far as India. Thofe 
who follow’d after him pufh’d on fuccefsfully 
the fame Courfe as far as the Afolucco Iflands, 
China and Ffapan,whence thePortuguefes brought 
immenfe Treafure into Europe. 
_. Before they would attempt thefe mighty of Ethios. 
Undertakings by Sea, the Kings of Portugalpia 
fent fome able Men by Land; who took 
the Way of Alexandria, Cairo and the Red 
Sea, as far as Ethiopia. King Sebn the fe- 
cond, mov’d to it by reading the Travels of 
Marcus Paulus Venetus,in the Year 1486, fent 
_ two Portuvuefes well skill’d in the Arabick 
_ Tongue, with the Title of Embafladors, to 

the King of the Æbyfines, but with a Defign to 
view thofe Coafts, wherein they fucceeded to 
their Content. Till that Time we had but 
very dark Ideas concerning the Empire of 
Prefter Fohn, which has been fince well known 
by feveral good Accounts we have receiv’d 
from thence. | 

The Spaniards began to undertake their 9 Ame- 
long Voyages in the Year 1492, under the 
Direction of the renoun’d Chriffopher Columbus, 
fent by King Ferdinand and Queen Elizabeth 
of Spain into the new World. He was the 
firft that difcover’d the ZLucayo Iflands, 
thofe of Cuba and Famaica, and the vaft 
Continent of America. He afterwards made 
three other Voyages into that new World, and 
drew Charts of it, wherein he was very much 
~affifted by an able Mariner ; who was drove to 

. C 2 the 
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the Place where he was by a Storm, 
where he died and at his Death left him 
all his: Journals and) Obfervations. 

rrodigi- - ChrifFopher Columbus returning into Europe, 
ous Weairh With fuch Advantageous InftruGions, made 
brought Application to Ferdinand King of Castile and 
thence. — Aragon, who laid out but 17000 Crowns, for 
the “fitting out of three fmall Ships, which 
were the Occafion of his gaining above fixty 
Millions of Goldin a few. Years. Since then 
his Succeflors have found inexhauftable Mines 
of Treafure in that new World, for it ap- 
pears by the Regifter, or Entry Books of 
Sevil that from the Year 1519 till that of 
1617, there came into Spain 1536 Millions of 

Gold, all brought from the Weft Indies. 

The Dutch The Dutch, who have apply’d themfelves | 
to Navagation with greater Eagernefs and 
more Succefs, than any other European Na- 
tion, are become, formidable by their pro- 
digious Wealth ; fo that they now dare 
prefume to cope with Crown’d Heads, 
and oppofe the greateft Monarchies on the 
Earth... 

The Row, This watery Nation has crie du the 

mans.  Phenicians, the Syracufans, the Rhodians, the 

Carthaginians, the Alexandrians and the Peo- 

ple of Marfeilles in the nice underftanding 

of. Trade. The Romans fent mighty Fleets 
into dia and omitted Nothing that might 
tend to the Advancement of Commerce; 
but that was almoft loft entirely fince 
the Innundation of the Barbarous Nations. 
The £zglifh have alfo perform’d many 

Voyages, which have been Beneficial to their 

Country... They have Vifited all the. Iflands, 

and ali the Coafts of the Eaft and Weft 

Indies, of Africk and the North. They have 

£ ! | befides 
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befides “Travell’d. by Land into Atu/covy, Per- 
fia, the Afoguls Dominions; Tartary, China, 
and® Ethiopia. They have difcover'd Virgs- 
nid, New England and New Scotland, bring-, 
ing’ Home. very great Wealth from all thofe 
Countries at feveral Times. 
E-No. Nation has advanc’d its Trade more Seige fe 
thanthe Exglifh have done ; for they have alld 
or feven feveral Companies to that, End, which 
help to enrich others not. concern’d, and 
employ abundance, of Poor, who. muit other- 
therwifegoaBegging. © | 
‘About the Year 1524, King Francis the loses to 
Firft of France fet out fome Ships which fail’d ee 
from, Cape Breton.along the Coafts of Virgi- 
nia and Florida, for near Seven Hundred 
Leagues in Length: but, the Pilot, who had, 
the Direction of that Fleet, was taken and | 
devour’d by the Savages. Ten Years after, 
that fame Prince fent again to difcover Canada 
and the Ced Fifhery. | al 
“In: the Year 1555, the. Sieur de Willegagnon, To Brazil. 
Knight of A4alta, undertook a Voyage to 
Brazil, in America, under the Protection of. 
the Admiral Chatillon, promifing him to plant 
Proteftant Colonies in that Country, which 
had. been before difcover’d by Peter Alvarez, 
Admiral under: Emanuel, King, of Portugal, 
The following Year Americus Vefpucius, who 
had«before difcover’d the Continent, went 
thither on the fame King’s Account, for 
whom he took Poffeflion of it. The next 
Voyage he made in the Year 1504, he dif- 
cover’ d the Bay of All-Saints: The French 
gave that Country the Name of Brazil, be- 
caufe that Wood grows there in prodigi- 
ous Quantities, in fome particular Places, 
The Toupinabom and the Afargajats were the 
| St teas Naw 
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Nations of that Country, which Wilerzonom 
was oblig’ to abandon, becaufe he receiv’d’ 
\no Succours from France ; whereupon the Por~ 
tuguefes took Poffeffion of them. 

ToFlorida Charles the Ninth, King of France, by the 
Advice of the Admiral Coligni, fent fome 
Ships to Florida, which was not yet Inhabited 
by any Chriftians, tho’ it had been before dif-. 
cover din the Reign of King Francis the Firft, 
oh: Ponce de Leon, a Spaniard, came upon that 
Coaft in the Year 1512, and call’d it Flori- 
da, becaufe he Arriv’d there on Eaffer Sun- 
day, which the Spaniards call Pafqua Florida, 
on Account that at £after the Flowers ap- 
pear in Spain. The Spaniards abandon’d it, 
by Reafon that all thofe they fent thither 
were devour’d by the Savage Natives. | 
French fer- The French finding that Country forfaken, 
tle there. refolv’d to fettle there, and People it, in 
Order to plant the Chriftian Faith 5 butthe 
Civil Wars which happen’d about that Time 
were the Occafion of negle&ting thofe Plan- 
tations. The fatal Confequences of the League 
being remov’d by the Acceffion of King Æer- 
ry the Fourth to the Crown of France, feri- 
ous Application was again made for re- 
ftoring of Navigation and Trade, towards 
putting the Kingdom again into a good Po- 
fture, it being then much exhaufted. = 01 
Fit Are In the Year 1598, the Marquefs de la Roche 
tempt upon had a Commiffion given him for the Conqueft 
Canada. of Canada and other Countries, not in the 
Pofleffion of any Chriftian Prince. He had 
Leave given him to raife Men, for the bet- 
ter Eftablifhing of Trade, and promoting the 
Chriftian Faith in thofe Countries he fhould 
difcover, that they might be brought under the 
Dominion of France. se 
n 
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In 1603, the Sieur de Mons, a Gentleman Farther 
of Xainronce, offer’d the Court a Projet for se A 
fettling a Colony in the new found Lands, 
which was approv’d of. A Commiflion was 
given him to be Lieutenant-General in New 
France. With this Authority he fail’d from 
Havre de Grace, and with him the Sieur de 
Poutrincour, a Gentleman of Picardy, and the 
Sieur Champlein. He built a Fort at Quebec, 
in order to make a farther Progrefs into 
thofe Countries till he fhould come to the 
Weftern Ocean, and to endeavour thus to 
find but a new Way to Mexico. In the Year 
1600, they difcover’d the Country of the 
Jroques, on whom they made War. They 
found Nations of Savages arm’d with Clubs, 

Bows and Arrows. ‘Towns palifaded about ; 
avery fruitful and pleafant Country; Corn, 
Vines and Fruit Trees. 
- The Jefuits went over into Canada, in the aan 
_ Year 1611, upon the Holy Defign of Labour- 
ing for the Converfion of Savages. The grear- 
eft Obftacle they met with in their Conver- 
fion wasPolygamy, or the Plurality of Wives. 
which thofe wild People could not endure 
to be depriv’d of. Befides that thofe Bar- 
barians are naturally Rude, given to Liber- 
tinifm, Lazy, Superftitious, addiéted to Ma- 
gick, and fcarce capable of the Purity of Chri- 
ftian Religion. | 

Another great Obftacle againft the making The Eng- 
of good Settlements in Canada, was that the lith fe 
Englifh in Virginia, who are not very remote, 
look’d upon them witha jealous Eye, becanfe 
they leffen the great Advantage they made 
by Trading with the Indians, 
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The Company eftablifh’d for carrying on 
the Trade of New France, was. much encou- 
rag’d and rais’d, by the Favour of Cardinal 
Richelieu, the Chief and Superintendant of 
the French Navigation and Commerce. He 


- gave full Power to the Sieurs de Roquemont, 


Encou- 
ragement 
jor others. 


Houel and other Partners, to fend,over Colo- 
nies, and to put themfelves into a. Pofture 
to oppofe any other Potentates. : An Hun- 
dred Perfons join’d and mutually bound them- 
felves together for fifteen Years, ingaging to — 
fend over four, Thoufand Perfons of both Sexes 
into thofe New Countries, and to provide them 
with al] Neceflaries. 

Three Veffels fail?d from Dies in the 
Year 1616,touch’d at. Brazil, pafs’din Sight 
of the Country of. Ethiopia, and: arriv’d at 
Sumatra, notwithftanding. all the Oppofition 
made by the Englifh and. Dutch.; In 1621, 
a new. Company was Erected for diftant. 
Voyages to the Weftward, forthe Cod and 
Whale Fifhery, and for fecuring the Colo- 
nies in-New France. The great, Profit made 
by thofe. New. Companies, prevail’d upon 
Lewis the XII. to make it his fpecial Care 
to fend People into Canada, Newfoundland, 
St. Chriffopher and Barbada, the Lucayo Mflands, 
and feveral other Parts... In the Year 1627 
he fet out an Ordinance, exhorting his Sub- 
jects to erect Companies for Trade, promi- 
fing to fupport and allow them Convoys of | 
his Men of War; and. exprefly forbidding — 
all thofe who undertook long Voyages, “not 
to attempt any thing againft the Kings, 
States, and Princes, who were Friends and 
Allies to his Crown, or their Subjects, Goods, 
or Rights, purfuant to the Treaties with 


. them concluded. 


All 
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_‘Allthefe-Voyages made Way for the Mif- 4dvance- 
fioners and, Evangelical: Labourers, to convey... ms 
the Light of the Faith into all Parts of the Phe 
World-; fo that there ‘is no Kingdom fo. 
remote, or-Nation fo barbarous, where the: 
| Fefuits, the Francifcans, the Dominicans, and 
feveral other Religious Men have not preach’d ‘be 
_ the Kingdom of God, to the great Glory 4 
and Advancement of. the Chriftian Name. 
Among the -reft, the Jefuts, who take a 
particular Vow in Relation to Miffions, : 
have fignaliz’d their Zeal by their Patience . 
and Shedding ‘of their Blood, even to the 
utmoft. Bounds of the Earth.» They: have 
fetled themfelves in Afia,; Africk and Ame- 
rica, lat Siam, in China; and» Fapan, in: the 
Iflands of the Eaft Indies, along the Coafts 
of Guinea, in the Kingdom of Turquir, and. 
feveral: other. Places, : where: they «made 
a coafiderable Progrefs towards » eftablifhing: 
the Chriftian Faith; as appears by the late Re- 

Jations they have publifh’d. 

[look upon St. Francis Xaverins to have sy. xyve: 
been the greateft Traveller of alh Modernrius. 
Apoftles... Thofe who--have computed’ his: 
Travels reckning -up the Diftance of all the 
Places he was at, putting them all-toge- 
ther at Length, have found that he had run 
in his Way Thirty Three Thoufand Leagues, 
which-ls above three Times round the Compafs. 
of the Earth. | Be Mopti | 
There is ftill an infinite Number of, Reli- migtons. 
gious Men of all Orders, who fpend their 
whole Lives with-a more than Heroick Re- 
folution, in Travelling among the moft Sa- 
vage Nations, in order to root out Vice, 
Wdolatry and Superftition, and to bring over 
 thofe People to the Knowledge and Love 3 

| 3 ) 
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"1" of thetrue God. The Secular Priefts and par- 
ticularly thofe Gentlemen of the foreign’ Mi£ 
fions, are. no lefs zedlous than ‘the Regulars. 
Some are fent every Year out of their Semi- 
nary, to the extreme Parts of the World, to 
preach the Gofpel with immenfe Labour and 
Toil... There only remain, at prefent, fome 
Countries towards the North and Soath which 
have not: been difcover’d, and whither the 
okie of the Gofpel has not been as yet con- 
vent Wie 
Trade. © Since the eftablifhing of fo many excellent 
Manufactures in France, thro? the Care and 
Induftry ofthe late Monfieur Colbert, the carry- 
ing ona Trade with all Nations upon theBarth 
is grown much eafier, fupplying them with our 
Product,our Manufactures and fuch Abundance 
of exquifitive Curiofities of all forts, as we aré 
- able to furnifh, in Exchange for the Richeft 
Commodities to be found in ftrange Countries, 
without being neceflitated to carry Money out 
of the Kingdom. 
Defign of All the World is fufficiently convinc’d of 
sbis Work. the great Advantages that are to be made of 
; the Knowledge of and Acquaintance with 
ftrange Countries ; either for the Advancement 
of Trade; for fatisfying the Curiofity' of thofe 
who only covet Information ; or for the en- 
- flaming the Zeal of others, who have Refolu- 
tion enough to gocatry the Light of the Gof 
pel into thofe vaft Countries, which ftill — 
groan under the Dafknefs of Ignorance, of Su- 
perftition and Idolatry. ‘This has made me 
conclude it would bea confiderable Piece of 
Service to the Publick, to give them a com- 
pleat Catalogue of all Authors ancient and 
modern, who have writ’ Hiftories and Rela- 
tions of all the Voyages and Travels under- 
taken in all Parts of the World. Ac- 


to the History of VOYAGES, Oc. 89 
“ ‘Accordingly we fhall deliver the Titles of Perfor- 
their Works; we fhall make an AbftraQ™”""* 
of the Lives and. Adventures of the Travel- 
lers, with a brief Account: of their Travels, 
_ and of what is moft curious and. remarkable 
in them, either relating to’ natural Hiftory, 
or to Geography, the. Cuftoms, Manners, 
Trade, Religion and Hiftory of the Country ; 
we fhall carefully examine the Works we are 
to take in Pieces, and give an impartial Judg- 
ment concerning the Character of their .Nar- 
ration. This Abridgement will plainly de- 
monftrate the great. Advantages of Travel- 
ling, and what Credit is: to :be given to the 
Relations of Travellers ;. we. fhall prefcribe 
Rules for the better diftinguifhing. between 
fuch Authors and. Faéts as deferve. to. be be- 
hiev’d, and fuch. as do not... Thofe who have . 
not Leifure, or at leaft not. Application. e+ | 
nough to read fo. many. large Volumes as - » 
have been. writ, by Travellers, will have 
their Satisfaction in the Abftra&s we fhall 
give them, where ina. few Words they will 
find as much as will fuffice to anfwer their 
Curiofity.… | fen, : 
! For we fhall. give them a particular View Æbffrafts 
of all the remarkable Travels fince the Be- 9 2 Tra 
ginning of the World till our Days; we fhal 
lay down the Reafons.there were for.under- 
taking of them, and. the Defign of the :At- 
tempt, with the Succefs towards the Improve- 
ment of Philofophy, Phyfick and Aftronomy, 
ec. We fhall endeavour to prove the Ad- 
vantage, that may be made in Trade, the 
Faults that have been committed, and the 
Meafures to be taken for fucceeding 
in the Time. to come. We fhall treat 
of the fettling. of Colonies, fent abroad by 
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{0 many feveral Nations; “and! mark down 


Naviga- 
tion. 


Multitude 
of Authors. 


Order of 
this Work. 


the'Years in. which thofe Voyages ‘were per: 


ford, the Namés of the Perfons and of, 
the Princes that fent them, either to fettie 
Trade, or toacquire a more perfé& Know- 


ledge of thofe Pläces. 497 
_ We fhall alfo give fome Idea of Naviga- 
tion, which in our Days has been brought to 
great Perfection; fince Men now fail with ‘as 
mach Safety to the fartheft Parts of the Earth, 
as they do to the Countries they ‘are beft ac- 
quainted’ with. ‘Thofe who travel and have 
any Infight in the Sphere and the Mathema- 
ticks, might ftill add’ farther Perfection to Na- 
vigation, by fetting’ down the Diftances of 
Places exactly, obferving of Longitudes and’ 
the ‘Variation of the Compafs. ? 
~ Tho’ feveral Authors have writ concern+ 
ing the fame Travels, yet we fhall-not forbear 
making Extraëts of them, for the furnifh= 
ing amore compleat Hiftory of every Country, 
and an exact Geography. | For it being impof= 
fible for a Traveller to fee and obferve all 
Things, thofe who come after him take notice 
of confiderable Matters that had efcap’d his 
Search ; befides that the Agreement we find 
in feveral Relations left to Pofterity by divers 
Perfons of diftiné Countries, is an undeniable 
Proof, that they have deliver’d the real Truth 
in their Writings, and that we may rely on 

what they tellus. || 
The firft Part of this Collection fhall con- 
tain the Voyages made into the North and 
South America, to the Streights of Magellan 
and into the Pacrfick or South Sea, in due 
Order of Time as they happen’d, beginning 
from Chriftopher Columbus and Americus Ve/pu- 
cius and defcending to this Time. Next fhall 
follow 


NN , 
to the History of VoxAGES. ay 
follow the» Voyagés into Africk and Egypt, 
along the Coafts of: Barbary, and. thofe. of 
the Ocean, from; the Streights Mouth to 
the Iflands of Adadagafcar, up the Red.Sea, 
and the Travels: by:Land into\the Country: 
The: Readers) Curiofity fhall be fatisfy’d, as 
to all the Rarities of -4ff# ; he fhall have laid 
before him ‘all’ that ‘is Remarkable. in - the 
Lefler: Afia, the:Holy Land, Perfia, India, Tar- 
tary, China, Japan, and, the adjacent Iflands. 
We are better acquainted with all, that. re- 
lates to Europe, and thofe Things being: near- 
er tous, we feem to have the lefs Regard 
for them ; however we fhall: not omit ta- 
king ‘an. exa@ View of that Part of the 
World, and giving curious Æxtraës of, all . 
Travels into Italy, France, Spain, the: Le- 
vant, the North, Germany, England and, all 
the other Kingdoms and Republicks of Eu- 
rope. Nothing that is trivial, or generally 
known to. all the World: fhall be here de- 
liver'd, but only fuch Things as may be 
thought worthy thé Obfervation of the moft 
judicious Perfons. 3 | 
_To the End that nothing-be wanting in of the Ay. 
his Work, which may any Way be fatis- thors. 
factory to a ‘curious and ingenious Reader, 
he fhall have the Names of the Authors, who 
have writ of all forts of Voyages and Tra- 
vels; and fhort Cricizifmes on their Works. 
The Authentick» fhall be: diftinguifh’d from 
the Apocryphal, that fo every Man may 
have Recourfe to the Writers. of Reputation, 
who have receiv'd the moft general Credit 
and Applaufe. v7 : 

An \infinite Number of, Manufcripts has Sperifh 
been found in the Archives. of . Peru, and “#75: 
new Spain, which, a. very learn’d Man has 

cv LR ; caus’d 
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eaus’d to be printed, and will afford much 
Light for the better underftanding of Au- 
thors. Thofe who have writ the Affairs of — 
India, as Abraham Ortelius, Antony de Herrera, 


Brother -Alphonfo Fernandez and Maldonado, 


Strangerse 


have not been fo nice and’ exa@ in their 
Relations as could be wifh’d. Such as go 
over to the Weft Indies make it their Bu- 
finefs rather to feek for Gold and Silver, 
than to enquire into what relates to Sciences: 
This, which ought to be the Principal Aim, 
isas it were laid afide, and whatfoever is done 
towards it is with much Negligence and Su- 
perficially. It is a Fault the Spaniards may 
with fome Colour of Juftice be charg’d with, 
there is more Information to be had. in the 
Books of Foreigners than in their own, of 
all that relates to the Conquefts they have 
made in the new World. , | 

This Affertion of mine will eafily be cre- 
dited, if we confult the Works of Sir Water 
Rawleigh, which he compos’ d about Guiana 
and the River Dorado ; Hackluit and John 
Baptifta Ramufio, whofe Works are in three 
Volumes in Folio ; Samuel Purchas, in five 
Volumes in Folio; Ga/per Borleus,in his new 
World ; Yerome Benzone and Levinius Apol= 
lonius, in their Hiftories ; Theodore de Brye 


‘and his Sons in their Voyages; Fobn Buterus,in 


Taver. 


nier. 


his Relations; Antony Maginus and Gerard Mer= — 
cator, in their Defcriptions, @c. All thefe Au- | 
thors are perfeétly well acquainted with the 
new World ; they fpent more Time and took 
more Pains to learn the Curiofities, than to 
gather the Wealth of it. 

Pliny fays it is the Nature of Man to love 
Novelty, and that it is this Natural Incli- 
nation which prompts him to Travel. Ms 

ave 
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have in our Days feen Monfieur Tavernier, at. 
fourfcore Years of Age, fet out on his Jour- 
ney to Perfia, with as much Alacrity, as 
much Eagernefs, and as little Concern, as 
if he were but going to Verfailles.. He could 
not prevail upon himfelf to reft long in a 
Place, after he had fpent his whole Life 
in travelling. Man is naturaly reftlefs, the 
Sight of the fame: Objects becomes of- 
fenfive to him. This it is that puts him 
upon going far from his native Country, to 
find out fomething new, that may: furnifh 
him Matter of Admiration, or pleafe his 
Curiofity ; improve his Knowledge, or feed 
his Avarice and covetous Temper with Hope 
of Gain. À | 

I may well be faid, that travelling is ufe- Anachar- 
ful for the rendring of Man more Politefs 
and Accomplifh’d, and removing all he has 
that is rude and unpolifh’d. -Azacharfis the 
Philofopher, by Birth a Scythian, undertook — 
feveral Journeys to disburden himfelf of the 
Barbarous and Savage Cuftoms he had con- 
tracted in his Native Country. It is moft 
certain that thofe, who never have been out 
of. Sight of their Hather’s Houfes, feldom 
arrive to any great Perfection either in Arts, 
or Sciences. We every Year fend young 
Proficients in Painting and Archite@ture to 
Rome, to render them perfec in thofe noble 
Arts, by viewing the many exquifite Mo- 
dels, and copying the rare Originals there 
are in that Metropolis of the World. No- 
thing is more certain than that the Imagi- 
nation muft be fed with new Objeés, which 
may in fome meafure lift it above it felt. 
When a Man continually beholds the fame 
Thing, he has always the fame Idea’s, and 
| his 
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bow to be 
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his. Fancy is confin’d to a narrow’ Com- 
pafs. | | 2 ait Fl 

Philoftratus makes Apollonius Thyaneus fay, 
That, : if. a young “Man: defires to gain 
Reputation,. he muft Travel into frange 
Countries, as if he were banifh’d his own. 
The Daintinefs, Sloath, and Indutgence Men 
are bred with, who never ftir out of their. 
own Country, dulls the: Soul, and renders 
it incapable of: aiming ‘at.high Things. 
If we may believe Pliny, feveral of the greateft 
Philofophers, as Pythagoras, Empedocles, De- 
mocritus, Plato, &c. crofs’d the Seas, more 
like banifh’>d Men, than Travellers. They 
were afraid left a delicate and eafie Courfe 
of Life, Conveniencies and Pleafures, which: 
they might have enjoy’d at Home, fhould 
take them off from Labour and the Study of 
Wifdom. | | pith 
+ It is not enough to Travel, to crofs the 
Seas, and to vifit abundance of Kingdoms 
and Provinces; there muft : be Senfe and 
Judgment to make an Advantage of Travel- 
ling. Plato directed, that::the State fhould’ 
make Choice of difcreet, and folid’ Perfons) 


to Travel, to the End that being prefent at» 


Travels: 
mend Man- 
REIS 


the, Publick Games, at the Ceremonies inthe 
Temples, the General Affemblies of the Peo-: 
ple in ftrange Countries, they might pick 
all they found moft worthy to be: obferv’d,. | 
to impart it to their Countrymen at their. © 

Return. | a, (83 
Experience has fhown that feveral young 
Perfons, who were ruin’d through Sloath and’ 
Debauchery in their own Countries, have,: 
by Travelling, become Sober, Temperate: 
and Virtuous. Adarcus Aurelius, the Empe- 
rour, found no better Method to give a 
Check 


"sd 
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€heck to the Diforders, extravagant Expen- 
ces, and Diflolution of his Collegue Lucius 

Verus, than by engaging him in making War 

on the Parthians ; that the Fatigue of Tra- 
velling, and the Dangers of a Foreign War, 
might find him fo much Employment, as to 
divert him from Pleafitre; and that the Peo- 
ple of Rome might not be Witnefs of. his 
Riots, and by being Abroad he might learn 
‘to be a good Husband, and moderate his 
Expences. A DIET eT 

. Whilft Anaxagoras Travel!’ d, his Kindred, Raife thd 
or thofe who envy’d him wafted and con- Mind. 
fum’d all his Eftate ; but he was nothing 
concern’d at that Lofs, faying, J. had not 

been fafe, unlefs thofe Goods had been lofts An 
Expreflion .worthy fo great a Philofopher, 

and which Valerius Maximas, who has recorded 

it, admires,as the Effe& ofaWifdom abfolutely 
 Gonfummate. Anaxagoras had perhaps never 
attain’d to fucha high Degree of Virtue, and 

fo perfect a Contempt of all Things, had hé 
always livdinhis Native Country, and con- 

tented himfelf as moft Men do, with look- 

. img no farther than to preferve or improve 
his Patrimony. This is, very likely, one 

of the Thingsthat moft of all makéesiMen de- 
generate, and: keeps them inva mean Eftate ; 
whereas» thofe: who travel aïe difengag’d 

from all thofe Cares and  confequently 

may give their Mind the freer Scope to 
range. | | | 

It is beyond all Controverfy, that the Perfa 

Ancients added an infinite Perfection to #1 and 
Arts and Sciences, by the Affiftance of Tra-°*"** 
velling ; and the Reafon of it is, becaufe, 

in thofe Days every one took Care to 

caufe the new Difcoveries, he made in any 

| D Science, 
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Science, to be carv’d on Stone or Brick, as 
Herodotus and Fofephws affure us, fpeaking of 
the Chaldeans, the Phenicians and the Egyptians. 
So that the Travellers who went to confult 
thofe Monuments, fill’d their Colle@ions with 
Abundance of Curious Remarks, wherewith 
they enrich’d their Country at their Re- 
turn. There are ftill Monuments of this 
fort found under Ground, in the Fields, on 
Mountains, in Caves, and under the Ruins 
of ancient Structures. 

But not to look back fo far how great 
Advantages has France reap’d by the Ob= 
fervations of our modern Travellers, for the 
greater Perfe&ion of Geography, Navigati- 
on, and all the Parts of the Mathematicks ? 
How great Wealth, and what Precious Silks 
have been brought from China, and other 


_ the remoteft Countries ? 


How much is the Publick beholding to 
Lewis the Great, who has made fuch noble 
Provifion within his Kingdom and in foreign 
Countries, as Africk and America, for the 
Advancement of Sciences and the Improve- 
ment of Arts ? He has fent abroad able 
Men, furnifh’d with excellent  Inftruments, 
to take Latitudes and make other neceflary 
Obfervations for attaining the Perfection of 
Navigation. His extraordinary Care in fup« 
porting the Colonies and Plantations in Ame 
yica and Canada, has procur’d his People Abun~ _ 
dance of Things neceflary for the Satisfaction 
of this Life and for promoting of Trade by 
the Addition of curious Manufadures of all 
Sorts. Butall thisis nothing,if compar’d with 
the Zeal he fhows, in fending out Miflioners 
at his own Coft, into China, Fapau, Syria, and 
many other Parts: He now maintains a con- 

fiderable 


to the Hiffory of VoxAcess, ee. 35 
fiderable number of young Men, inthe Col- 
ledge, which bears his Name, and fénds them 
into their own Countries, when they have 
finifh’d their Studies. Thefe young Miffioners 
of feveral Nations, for there are Greeks, Turks, 
Armenians and feveral others, go back to con- 
vert their Kindred and Countrymen to the 
Faith of JESUS CHRIST, and to proclaim 
every where the Magnificence of their Bene- 
factor, to the immortal Glory of that great 
Prince. ry RE | 
_ Thus much may fuffice towards provingthe | 
Excellency and Advantages of travelling ; ; Coa 
every one will be much more fully convinc'd ” 
ofit by reading the ColleGtion defign’d here 
to be given to the publick, ofall the confi- 
derable Voyages and Travels, which have been 


perform’d into all Parts of the World. 


The End of the Ineroduëtory Difcourfe, 
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Chriftopher Columbus fers out upon Di 
covery. Account of the Canary Tflands. 


Hriftopher Columbus was born at Colum- 
~~ Genoa, of mean Parentage, and bus’sBirsh 
from his Infancy apply’d himfelf&e. 
to Navigation, as moft of the 
Genoefes do,. who have no For- 
| tunes. He hada fharp, fpright- 
ly Wit, and great Capacity; and having be- 
gan early to addi& himfelf to examine the 
- Motions of the Heavens, and to perfe& him- 
 flf in the Ufe of the Affrolabe and eae 

| | Inftru- 
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Inftruments proper for Navigation, hein a fhort 
Time made very confiderable Progrefs in that 
Profeffion ; in fo much, that he far exceeded 
all the ableft and moft expert Navigators 
of his Time. He at firft perform’d feveral 
Voyages out of the Streights, towards Por- 
tugal, nicely obferving what Winds general- 
ly blew, during the feveral Seafons of the 
Year. Being of a ftrong and healthy Con- 
ftitution, at forty Years of Age, he refolv’d 
to attempt a Voyage for Difcovery of the 
new World, and to find out all thofe 
mighty Treafures, that were there fhut up 
Firft De-from the Knowledge of Europeans for fo ma- 
fes of dif-ny Ages. He made this Projet known to 
“ereri"é> the moft confiderable Men of the Repub- 
lick of Genoa, propofing to them to rig 
and fit out fome Ships, with all Neceflaries 
for the undertaking of fo great an Enter- 
prize. This Defign, at firft Sight, appear’d 
‘to them altogether Chimerical, and they 
look’d upon all Columbus faid to them, of @ 
Poflibility of going to the utmoft Extremi- 
ty of the World, according to the Rules of 
his Art ; as a meer Dream and Fable, 
tho’ they had before heard talk of a vait 
Ifland, which lay at a great Diftance from 
the Mouth of the Streights, difcover’d ma- 
ny Ages before and mention’d by Ancient 
Authors. | : a" 
Goes into Columbus perceiving how little notice his 
Portugal Country-men took of his Propofal, went : 
- away into Portugal and made the fame Of- 
fers to that King as he had before done 
to the Genoefes. The Porduguefe Sailers, who 
are naturally proud, and intractable, pre- — 
fently rejected the Overtures of ‘Columbus, 
with Scorn, looking upon them as extra- 
bs | _ vagant 
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vagant Notions, and little better than Mad- 
nefs, being offended that any Man fhould 
prefume to be better skill’d than they, in 
the Art of Navigation, tho’ as yet they 
_ had fail’d no farther than along the Coafts 
of Africk, without venturing out of Sight 
of Land ; for they were even then of the 
Opinion of the Ancients, who believ’d that, 
 whofoever fhould dare draw near to the. . ! 
 Equino&ial, would be quite burnt by the “74s 
Sun. Thus they refus’d to give any Credit 
to what they were told of the Voyages of 
fome Mariners, who departing from Cadiz, 
had rounded all Africk and gone up into the 
Red Sea. | 

The Ignorance or Jealoufy of the Portuguefes With 
difappointed all Columbus's Defigns, ~ who 47s inso 
feeing the Hopes he had conceiv’d fallen to °P4ir 
nothing, and having heard talk of the great 
Generofity and Magnificence of Ferdinand the 
Catholick King of Spaiv,and of Queen Elizabeth, 
his Confort, refolvd to go away to that 
Court, and never to depart fromit, till he 
had perfwaded them to furnifh him with fome 
_ Ships to facilitate his Defign of difcovering the 
New World. He had feveral Times the 
Honour of difcourfing their Majefties, and 
the Grandees of Spain upon the Subjects of 
his mighty Projects, which he deliver’d to 
them, and reprefented with fuch Aflurance 
and Confidence, that they could not but give 
fome Credit to his Word. However, fome : 
Courtiers ftill looking upon him, as a vain ~ 
conceited Man, all his Propofals, and Extoll’d 
Projets had like to have vanilh’d into Smoke, 
and he was mear being treated in Spain, as 


1 


he had been at Gros, and in Portugal. 
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_. But Providence, which had decreed to make 
ufe of the Bravery and Skill of Columbus, for 
the Difcovery of fo many vaft Countries, till 
then unknown tothe ableft Men, put it into 
the Heart of Queen J/abel or Elizabeth to en- 
tertain Thoughts of attempting that mighty 
Enterprife, after feveral Conferences with — 
Columbus who had been fome Years at her 
Court. That Princefs had a generous Soul, 
and was always full of mighty Defigns, with- 
out" ever being deterr’d by any Difficulties that 
obftructed her Enterprifes, all which ‘fhe 
furmounted with an invincible Courage and 
Patience. Being perfwaded.by the Reafons 
Columbus alledg’d of the Poffibility and Likes 
lyhood of Succefs in the Undertaking, fhe 
prevail’d upon the King her Husband, who . 
cfis’'d three Ships to be fitted out, on which 
Columbus embark’d, about the Beginning of 
Auguft, in the Year 1492, with 120 Men. 
They fail’d from Cadiz and made the Canary — 
Iflands, which the Ancients call’d’ the Fortu- 
vate Iflands, feated in 28 Degrees ‘of North 
Latitude, and 250 Leagues diftant from Cadiz. 
They were call’ d the Fortunate I/lands, becaufe 
of the excellent Teniperature of their Air, 
which is fuch, that throughout the wholeYear, 
there is no exceflive Heat, nor intolerable 
Cold. Some have been of Opinion that the 
Fortunate Iflands, are thofe near’ Cabo Ferde 
on the Coaft of Africk, now in the Pofleffion 
of the Portuguefes, and lying in 17 Degrees 
of North Latitude, call’d the Iflands of Cabo 
Verde. ee Lt.’ jae Nr 

The Baron de Betencour, born in the Pro- 
yince of Normandy, had difcovér’d the Canary — 
Iflands, long before Chriffopher Columbus was 
there; for he fail’d from Rochel, with the 
us Prepare | Sieur 
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Sieur de la Salle, on the firft of Afay 1402) 
and arriv’d at the Canaries, in the Month of 
july, of that fame Year. He made himfelf 
Mafter of them, and came in Perfon to do 
Homage for them to the King of Spain, be- 
caufe he is the neareft Chriftian Prince to 
the Canaries.’ Some Authors reckon feven of 

thefe Iflands, and others ten‘; for the recon- 
ciling of both which Opinions, it may be 

faid that feven of them are inhabited, and 
‘the other three defert. They were call’d 
Canaries from the Great Number. of Dogs, 
_ or of Goats at firft found in them. The In- 
habitants of them are very dexterous, great 
Leapers, expert at throwing of Stones, active 
and cleverly made, like the Bifcainers. When 
the French came thither, they had ‘no other 
Weapons but, Arrows and Darts; and were 
ail Idolaters, worfhipping the Sun and Stars. 
Polygamy was allow’d and us’d throughout 
all the Country; but that which is a grea- 
ter Proof of the Barbarity of thofe Iflanders, 
is a ftrange Cuftom they obferv’d, when any 
Lord took Pofleffion there of his little Do- 
minions; for then feveral offer’d themfelves | 
voluntarily to die in Honour of the Solem- 
nity, and with a brutal Courage caft them- 
felves headlong from the Top of a very 
high Mountain. The fame Ceremony was 
obferv’d upon certain Feftivals, képt in Ho- 
hour of a Deity they ador’d, in a Temple 
feated on the Brink of a Mountain, then they 
threw themfelves headlong into a vaft Depth, 
out of a Religious Principle, dancing and 
finging, their Priefts afluring them, that they 
should enjoy all forts of Pleafures after fuch 


Barbarous 
Cuftom. 


a noble Death. — 


They 
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They had not yet learnt the Ufe of Fire, 
but eat the Flefh of Beafts raw, and bleed- 
ing ; yet had fome confufe Notion of a Dei- 
ty, which punifh’d the wicked and rewar- 
ded Virtuous Perfons. They made Ufe of 
fharp Stones, like Flints, for fhaving of their 
Heads. Gold and Silver was in their Opi- 
nion of no more Value than Sand, or Shells. 
The Women took not the Pains to fuckle 
their own Children, but made them fuck 
She Goats. As barbarous as thofe People 
then were, they had ftill fome regular Me- 
thod of Government. An hundred and ninety 
of the principal Men had the Management 
of all civil Affairs, and every thing that 
concern’d Religion. There were alfoamong 
them fome Kings, or fovereign Princes, whom 
they obey’d and follow’d, when they made 
War upon qne another. They thought ita 
difhonour to kill any Beaft, and therefore 
left that to be done by their Slaves, or other 
bafe Perfons. If any Manof what Condition 
foever happen’d to forget himfelf, in this 
particular, they. would feparate him from 
the reft of the People, and account him 
infamous. ! 

The Inhabitants of the feveral Iflands, 
look’d upon one another as Enemies, much 
after the fame Manner as is praétis’d be- 
tween the Jroquois and Hurons in Canada, 
who eat one another. So the Inhabitants 
of thefe Iflands,.kill’d and butcher’d one a- 
nother without any Mercy, or Compaflion. 
The fame Ufage they gave to Strangers 
that happen’d to come upon their Ifland, 


when they were ftrongeft. When the Spamards . 


could catch any of them, they: made Slaves 
of and fold them, like Horfes. By poe 
Slaves, 
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Slaves the Situation and Wealth of thofe 
Iflands came to be known, and that occa- 
fion’d the Defire of conquering them. | 

In one ofthefe Iflands is a Mountain of a ‘ 
prodigious Height, rifing up in a Point, and cat 
cafting out Fire, Flames, Smoke and Afhes, 
by Fits, like Mount Erna in Sicily. It is above 
fifteen Miles to the Top of this Mountain, 
which is call’d the Peak of Tenerif, and it will 
require three Days to go up to it. Being 
come to the Top of it,a Man may fee a- 
bove fifty Leagues round, and plainly difco- 
vers all the other Neighbouring Iflands. The 
Cold being exceflive onthe Top of this Hill, 
there is no going up to it, but from the 
Middle of ay to the Middle of Auguft. 

In the Ifland of Ferro, or Hierro, which is Maid 
one of the Canaries, there is no Spring, Ri- ae 
ver, Fountain, Raia, or other Water; bu | 
to makeAmends, thereare certain Trees, co- 
verd with thick Clouds and Fogs ; which 
continually drop and furnifh Plenty of Wa- 
ter. Under thefe Trees there is a Ciftern 
or Bafon to receive a fufficient Quantity of 
Water for the Inhabitants and Cattle of 
the Ifland. Lewis Fackfon an LEnglifhman, 
has exaétly defcrib’d the Nature and Quali- 
ties of this wonderful Tree, which is as big 
about as an Oak, and about fix or feven Fa- 
thom high, the Branches fpreading fomewhat 
loofe and open, the Leaf like that of the 
Lawrel, .white within and green without. 

The Tree bears neither Fruit nor Bloffoms ; 

dries and feems to wither in the Day, and 

drops all the Night, when the Cloud isdi- 

rectly over it. The Water gather’d in the 

Bafon runs out thro’ feveral leaden Pipes, 

and is convey’d into many other fares 
| 6 
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all about’ the Ifland. This principal Bafort 
contains near 20000 Tun, and is fill’d ‘in : 
one Night, which would feem incredible, 
did not daily Experience evince the Truth 
of it. There are believd to be in that 
land about eight Thoufand Men, Women, 
and Children, and about an hundred Thoufand 
Beafts. 

Ramufio and fome dthiet Authors inform 
“us, that in the Ifland of St. Thomas, under 
tama. the Line, there is a Mountain always co- 
| verd with Trees, which the Clouds do wet : 

fo abundantly, that the Water dropping 
from them is fufficient to nourifh all the 
Fields about, which are full of Sugar Canes. 
The Trunks, the Branches and the Leaves 
of thefe Trees fweat all the Night, and 
till two Hours after Sun-Rifing. There is 
another Thing very commendable belonging 
to thefe Iflands, which is, that they breed 
no Venomous Creature, no more than Br4- 
zil. But on the other Hand, the Rabbets 
do fo undermine all Parts, that the Corn 
and Vineyards are very much damag’d by 
them; in fo much that the Inhabitants have 
been formerly fore’d to abandon them, and 

; feek out other Habitations. 
ators ' The Ifland of AZadera is the biggeft of all 
| the Neighbouring Iflands, as being 140 Miles 
in Compafs. Abundance of Spgar is made 

in it, yet moft: of that, which in Europe is 

call’d Madera Sugar, comes from Brazil. "To 
- cleanfe, they boil it feveral Times, and the 
more it is boil’d and ‘cleans’d, the better 
it is. The third Boiling makes it white, 
pth the fourth and fifth Candies it like A- 
om. 
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/The Fertility of the Cavary Iflands is not Fertilit/ of 
F to be exprefs’d ; for they produce abundance*” va 
of Corn, excellent Wine, Sugar, Wax, Ho-"** ~” 
ney, Fruit, and all Sorts of Creatures. They 
are Inhabited by the Natives and Spaniards; 
have one Bifhop, who is Suffragan to the 
Metropolitan of. Sev ; and the neareft of 
them are but twelve Leagues from the Con- 
tinent of Africk ; for fome others are at 
leaft fixty Leagues of. That which is call’d - 
Gran Canaria, is about forty Leagues in Com- 
pafs, and has near nine Thoufand Inhabitants. 
The Natives formerly were clad in Goats 
Skins, made like long Coats. When the 
_Aflands were conquer’d -they retir’d into the 
Clefts of Rocks. Their ufual Suftenance was 
Dogs Flefh and Goats. Milk, wherewith 
they kneeded Barley Meal, to make Bread, 
which is very wholefome. They gather’d 
an their Corn, in February and May, and 
their Bread was very. white. The Sugar 
comes but. once in two Years, in the belt 
Soil; when the Plant is too old, it muft be 
tranfplanted elfewhere. It was not with- 
out Reafon that the Ancients gave the Cu- 
 maries the Name of the Fortunate Iflands, for 
whatfoever growsthere is extraordinary good, 
the Wine, the Melons, the Apples, the Pears, 
the Oranges, the Lemons, the Pomegranates, 
the Figs and the Peaches are all in Per- 
fection. They breed and maintain Oxen, 
Cows, Goats, Sheep, Capons, Fowl, Tur- 
keys, Pigeons, red Partridges, and in fhort 
A AIDES neceflary for Conveniency, or De- 
IRbt | | À 
The Ifland of Madera was fo call’d by 
_ the Portuguefes, who poflefs’d themfelves of 
it, on Account of the Abundance of the 
Yu Wood 


Madera. 
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Wood there was in it, as Cedars, Cyprefs 
and other large Trees. It is about Sixty 
Leagues to the Southward of the Mouth 
of the Streights It is likely enough that 
the People originally inhabiting the Ca 
nary lands, came out of Africk, becaufe 
of its nearnefs, for there is but twelve or 
fifteen Leagues Sea between them. Pliny ob4 
ferves that thefe were People in Mauwrita- 
nia, towards Mount Atlas, calPd Canariaas,. 
who fed upon raw Flefh, upon the Entrails of 
wild Beafts and Serpents. 


Tenerife: Sir Edmund Scory, an Englifh Knight, in 


his Remarks, has taken Notice that” the 
Ifland of Tenerife, in which is the Mountain 
fifteen Miles high above mention’d, is the 
Pleafanteft of all the Canaries. About half 
the Way up this Hill may be gone upon 
Affes, or Mules, the reft is to be gone a 


. Foot, with incredible Labour. About the 


Mid-way, the cold Air is infupportable, at — 
the Top and Bottom it is very Hot; fo that 
when a Man is in the Middle, he muft al- 
ways keep on the South Side and go up by 
Day ; but when he draws near the Top, 
he muft keep to the North Sideand go by 
Night. Every one carries his Provifion with | 
him. The midft of the Summer muft be 
pitch’d upon to go upto the Top, to avoid 
the great Falls of Water, coming down from 
the melted Snow, and they may ftay there 
till Sun Rifing, but no longer. When the 
Sun is come upon the Horrizon of the Sea, 
it appears as round as a Ball, and much lefs 
than when beheld from the Surface of the 
Barth. The Light which is the Forerunner 
of the Sun Rifing, is like a mighty Flame, 
and refembles that which comes out of a 

| hot 
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come Ice, when they are near the North 
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hot Oven. From the Top of this Moun- 
tain, all the other Iflands look like one 
entire plain Plat of Land, tho’ there be a- 
bove twenty Thoufand peeked and unequal 


Rocks. It never Rains on the Top of this 


Mountain, as Reafon it felf manifeftly fhows, 
becaufe the Clouds are far below it 5 and for 
the fame Reafon, the Wind never blows 


‘there. If any great Stone be roul’d down 


the Hole there is in the Midft of the Moun- 
tain, it founds as if fome mighty Weight 
fell upon many Brafs Veflels. 


i] 


oe 


It is the Ifland of Tenerife that produces Malmkey, 


that excellent Malmfey, which is the only 


Wine that can be carry’d all the World 


over, without being fpoil’d. All other Wines 
either turn Vinegar, or elfe freeze and be- 


and South Poles. Here is alfo a Sort of 
Pine-Tree, which the Inhabitants call the 


Immortal Tree, becaufe it ne’er rots either Immortal 
à 


äbove or under Ground, nor in the Wäter; 
it is as red and hard as the Brazil Wood. If 


ards, there is Wood enough in one of thefe 
Trees to cover the Church call’d de los Re- 
medios, which is eighty Foot in Length, and 
forty in Breadth. There is ftill another 
Tree in this Ifland, of a prodigious Bignefs, 


rele 


_ we may believe the Relations of the Span 


which they call the Dragon Tree ; the Bark prigon 
of it is like a Dragon’s Scales, and thence Tree.’ 


perhaps it had the Name. The Leaves of it 
are about two Foot long, and like the Flags 


in our Marfhes. From this Tree diftils a 


clear red Gum, call’d Dragon’s Blood, much 
better than that which comes from Goa and 
Other Parts of the Eat Indies. The Lan- 
guage of the Natives has much Refemblance 

with 
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with that of the Moors of Barbary. Wher 


the Baron de Bentencoif arriv’d in thefe Iflands; 


Religion’ 


Monarchy. 


Manners, 
Habit;&c. 


all the Natives were Heathens and Idola 
ters ; but yet they worfhipp’d a Being, im 
whom they isa epg 20 a Sovereign Powerj 
and gave him Names fignifying in their Lan- | 
guage, the moft High, the moft Mighty, 
and the Preferver of all Things. They 
had fome confufe Knowledge of the Immor- 
tality of the Soul, and of the Punifhment 
of Wicked Perfons. When the Seafon prov’d 
irregular, either on Account of too much or 
no Rain, they drove their Goats and Sheep 
to a certain Place, and patted the young 
ones from their Dams, believing that the 
Bleating of thefe Creatures might appeafe the 
Wrath. of Heaven, and that when the An= — 
ger of the Lord was appeasd, he would 
furnifh them with all they had Occafion 
for. de | a 
They obferv’d fome Form of Government 
as to their Civil Affairs owning a King, to 
whom they paid fome fort of Submiflion, 
and his Children fucceeded him in that 
Authority.. They fubje@ed themfelvestothe | 
Rules of. lawful Matrimony and Baftards 
were excluded from any Right of Inheritance- 
The Youth exercis’d themfelves in running, 
cafting of Darts; throwing of Stones and 
Dancing ; to which Employments the Na- 
tives féem to bear an Inclination to this 


Above all they feem to me very commen 
dable for their Juftice and. obfervance of 
their Laws ; for if a Man offer’>d a Woman | 
any Violence, or infulted her in any Sort — 
whatfoever, he was put to Death, without 
the leaft hope of Mercy. Moft of the In- 

oa habitants 
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habitants of thefe Iflands, are well fhapd, 
of the larger Size, and of a ftrong and 
healthy Conftitution.. There were, formerly 
among them fome. Giants of a prodigious 
Bignefs. . The Head of one of thofe mon- 
ftrous Men is ftill to be feen there, he had 
80 Teeth and was fifteen Foot High. ‘The 
Complexion, or Colour of thefe Iflanders dif- 
fers, accotdir 2 to the feveral Situation of 
the Places they live in; for thofe on the 
South Shores, are of a fort of Olive Colour ; 
whereas on the contrary,thofe on the North 
fide aré. beautiful, efpecially thé Women. 
Their Cloaths were formerly made of Lamb- 
skins, and reach’d only to the Knees, but’ 
when the Females were to appear in publick, 
they had. ‘another Garment, which, reach’d 

own, to the Ground ; being of Opinion, 
that if a Woman fufièrd her Feet or her 
Throat to be feen, fhe tranfgrefs’d the 
| Rae of Decency and offended againft Mo- 

- defty. se As 
Their Diet was very frugal: feeding fhisch: Foo. 
upon Barley and Beans; for they had never 
eaten Wheaten Bréad, till the Ærezch taught 
them to fow it, their. Bread béinga Sort of | 
Cake, the Meal kneeded with Hony, Water 
and Butter. ,When they were fick, they us’d 
to bleed themfelves in the Arm, "Head and 
Forehead, with a dharp FINE. 0. 

The King aflign ’d every Man the Portion Dnelinés 
of Land he was to till and fow, and when 
they threw in the Seed, they utter’d. fome 
Myfterious Words, which they thought had 
a, great Virtue for procuring a good Harveft, 

The. King, or any other they conferr’d that 

Authority on,, liv’d like the reft, in Dens, 

Or thé natural so or Clefts of Rocks. 
Jn’ 
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In their Marriages they obferv’d not any great 
Formality of Ceremonies. The Bridegroom 

that was to be, ask’d the Confent of the 
Kindred of the Maid or Widow, if fhe had 

been marry’d before ; which being granted, 

they were look’d upon to be marry’d, with- 

out any more todo. As fhort as they were 

in concluding of thefe Matches, as eafy and 
expeditious they were in breaking them’; 

à the firft Difcontent either in’ the Wife or 
Divorce. Husband, was fufficient Caufe for a Divorce 
and they might immediatly marry others, if 

they had an Opportunity. Thefe Divorces 

were very prejudicial to the Publick ; be- 

caufe the Children of thofe, fo parted, were 
reputed as Baftards. Only the King was 
exempt from this Law, on Account of the. 
Succeflion ; and he was allow’d to Marry 

even his own Sifter, as the Perfians did for-. 
merly. | De 
Enbaulm They took fpecial Care of embaulming the, 
“5° Dead Bodies, that they might preferve them: 
a long Time ; and therefore . immediatly 
wafh’d and cleans’d them very diligently 

and put into them fome Drugs compounded. 

with Butter made of Goats Milk, melted 

with the Powder of the Bark of. the Pine 

Tree, and Aromatick Herbs. With thefe 

they alfo rubb’d the Body, and éxpos’d it’ 

to the Sun for fifteen Days, till it was 

quite parch’d and dry’d up, and during all ~ 

that ‘Time the Kindred of the Party de- 
ceas’d lamented for him. After. the fifteen 
Days, they wrapp’d up the Body in Goat- 

skins, very artificially few’d together, and 
catry’d it into fome Cave allotted for that.. 

Ufe. There are {till fome of thofe Bodies. 

| Ÿ fr Ps found _ 
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found, which have been embaulm’d above’ 
a thoufand Years, if we may believe their 
Relations. | F | | 
? Their Houfes built of a rough and ill-7/*s 
hew’d Stone, are but one Story high, with- 
out any Chimney, even for the Kitchin; 
they are fatisfy’d with a Hearth againft 
a Wall, where they rather parch or 
burn, than ‘roaft their Meat. Since the Eu- 
fopears live ‘among them, théy are more cu- 
rious in their Houfes and Diet. M'A 


CHA P. It 


The Difcoveries wand by Chriftopher 
a Columbus, after thirty Days Sail, 


"FiriftopberColumbus departing from the columbus 
Ay Fortunate Mlands, and dire&ting his Courfefzils 30 
Weftward, “fail’d for the Space of thirty ?#5: 
Days, without feeing any thing but the Sky 
and Water, ftill plying his Aftrolabe, to ob- 
ferve the Height of the Stars, and the Sun’s 
Declination. : After ten Days, the Spaniards 
ander his ‘Command, began to mutter againft 
him, and refolv’d among themfelves to 
throw him over board, and return into Spain, 
telling ‘one another, that they had 
been impos’d upon by a Genoefe, who was 
for carrying them into unknown Lands, 
withont knowing whither he went. Columbus 
pacify’4 them the beft he could, with good 
À Bgl Bua . Words 
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Wrortls, afluring them they: fhould. foon. Pa 
the  Effe& of his Promifes. This! ‘kept them, 
within Bounds for Ten Days longer ;..but: 
when! thofe were* expir’d, they::renew’d their 
Complaints and became:f> outragions, | that 
Colambus’s Refolution began to: fail him, and. 
he: concluded himfelf a loft Man.) However, 
he once. more: appeas’d | them, telling them,. 
that if ‘they offer’d' him’ the ‘leaft Violence; 
his Catholick "Majefty would: ;treat them. 
like Rebels ; and‘ drawing them on:Day after. 
Day, at length, after thirty Days Sail, 
fince their Departure, from the Canaries, ha- 
ving caft the Lead, they guefsd-by the 
Soundings, that they were not far from 
Land, which Conjecture .was, farther con- 
firm’d, by their obférving a Wind contrary 
to that which blew from the Sea, and muft 
6f Neceflity come from: the Land. A: Sailer 
was fent up to. thé» main. Top-Maft-Head, 
Who fome Hours after, began to difcover 
the Tops of Mountains, and being tranf- 
potted with. Joy,.ctyd.out, Land, Land, All 
the Ships Crew, anfwer’d. him, with. loud 
 Acclamations; and the Guns: were due round 
the. Ships 2: 

Firft Land his Nearnefs of. the Land: ancien ARÉREE 
difcover 4. to. Columbus: for: «all othe}. “Troubles. he. had 
gone-through, during the Voyage, he, blefÿd > 
God, «who ‘had: given. Succefs, to his’, Enter- 
prize,» for the Wind. being rightia. Stern; ~ 
they came to) Land: that. fame -Day: , The 
Fields \look’d green and’ were full,of Trees. 
He took up a: Standard,,oa which.was the 
Pi&ure of CHRIST crucify?d, and. full .of 
Tranfport of Joy went Afhore, with, twelve 
of his Men, ‘where! they all knelt downto 
return Thanks to almighty God, and kifd 
the 
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the: Ground three Times, with Tears of 
Satisfa&tion in their Byes.’ Z'edore and: blefs 
thee, Lord, faidhes for thar thou baft beer, 
pleas d to make Choice of mestoïbring the Know- 
ledge. of thy -.boly Name, into :thefe barbarous, 
~ WNations. ...According to‘ Columbus's Computa- 
tion, the Land they came upon -was about. 950: 
Leagues. diftant from the Canaries. Having 
continu’d.: there fome Days, they. perceiv'd 
‘it was a. defert;dfland, .which,,made; them 
refolve to proceed: farther, after falling: dome 
. Trees, to ere&-Croffes, asa, Monument that | 

they had taken Poffeffion of.the Place in the 
Nameof, JESUS CHRIST... HS it 
..Lhey,réturnd to their Ships, and after her Die — 
fome Days Sail, 1 difoyerd, feveral Iflands, veries 
two of.which.are very large. . The firft of 
them they cad Hi/paniolg, and the other 
Guinea, yet without knowing for .certain whe- 

_ ther it was an Ifland, or. Part of the Con- 
_ tinent. .Going into the: Woods they heard 
Abundance of, Nightingals finging in. Novem- 
ber. They alfo faw. great. Rivers. of very 
clear Water, and fafe Harbours, capable of 
the, largeft Ships. Thefe. Difcoveries did 
not: {till fatisfy.. Columbus’s: Curiofity, he was 
for pufhing forward to the remoteft Eaftern 
Parts and thofe Countries where the Spice 
grows... Thus he fail’d along the Coaft of 
the .Country he call’d Guizea for above 400 
Leagues, and then concluded it was the 
Continent. After this Difcovery they re- 
turn’d to Hifpaniola, where they fpy’d Abun- 
dance of sie Men, who, asfoon as ever 
they faw the Europeans, fied with wonder- 
ful. Swiftnefs into the Woods. The Spaniards 
purfud them and took a Woman,. whom 
they carry’d Aboard, cloath’d her handfomely, 
Se PR ME”. Eve 
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gave her Meat and Wine:to drink, and 
then let her go. When the People faw her 
fo clad and heard the Account fhe gave of 
the Spaniards Ulage towards her, they all 
came down thronging to them, believing 
they were fome People dropp’d down from 
Heaven, giving them all the Gold’ they had, 
which they valu’d no more than Dirt, and 
in Exchange receiv’d  Whilftles, little Knives, 
fmall Looking-Glaffes. and other moft incon- 


When they wére thus become tractable, 


theirBoats,the Europeans endeavour’d to enquire into 


Houfes, 
KC. 


Canibals. 


their Cuftoms and ‘Manners, and" by. the Signs 
and Geftures  theÿ made, underftood ‘that 
they had a King among them; whom they 
call’d Guaccanarillo. The Savages obferving 
that the Chriftians worfhippd the Crofs, 
fell down themfelves before it and:did the 
like.’ Their Boats which they ‘call Caves, 
are all of a Piece, being made of one large 
long Tree, which they hollow with fharp 
Stones ; the biggeft of them will hold eighty 
Men. Tho’ they had no Knowledge of 
Tron, or confequently any Tools made of that 
Metal, yet their Huts, and all other Things 
they usd were very ingenioufly and neatly 
wrouehr "AN CONTENU. eer 
The Spaniards farther underftood by Signs 
thofe Indians made, that not far from their — 
Ifland, there were feveral others full:of cruel 
and Inhuman Men, who fed upon Mens 
Flefh, which was the Reafon, why they fled 
as foon as they faw the Europeans, believing 
them to be Canibals, for fo they call’d thofe 
Barbarous, bloody People; by whom they 
were hunted and purfu’d, as the ha and 
| | ares 
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Hares: are by the Dogs, to devour them. 
The Canibals caus’d all the little Infants they 
took to be gelt, like Cockrels, or Pigs, to 
make them the fatter and more dainty 
Meat. When they kil’d Men, they imme- 
diatly eat the Entrails, the Hands, the Feet 
and all the Offal, falting up the reft to keep. 
As for the Women, they kill’d none of them, 
but kept them to breed on, making Slaves 
of thofe that were too old. 
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‘ The Inhabitants of thefe Iflands had the Religion 


Ufe of Bows and Arrows, to defend them- 
felves, but. whenfoever. they, thought the 
Canibals were coming, they all fled; ten of 
thefe Canibals boldly attacking an hundred 
of the others. As for their Religion, no 
thing could be underftood of it, but that 
they ador’d the Heavens, the Sun, and the 
Moon. Inftead of Bread, they made Ufe of 


a great fort of Root, not much unlike our ae 


Turneps. They have another kind of Root, 

which they cut into fmall Pieces, bruize and 
mould it together, and from it comes a 
Juice, that is a mortal Poifon to fuch as 
drink of it, and yet of the Pulp of the fame 
Roots they make Bread and feed on it. 
There is alfo a fort of Grain calld Maiz, 
as big as Peafe and growing on very thick 


Reeds, of a confiderable Length. The 


Iflanders make great Account of this fort 
of Grain, which they wear as an Orna- 


| ment at their Ears and the End of their 


Nofe. 

Thefe People have no Manner of Trade Or 
Commerce with other Nations, nor do they 
ever go out of their own Country. The 
Spaniards PY dels ask’d them in what Parts 

E 4 they 
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they. foul the Gold, they wore at their 
Nofes and Bars, which they fhow’d they 
found on the Banks of certain Rivers, that 
fall from ‘the Mountains, ‘and parted the 
Gold duft from the Sand. Throughout all 
that Ifland there were no’ fourfooted Beafts 
but only a fmall fort of Rabbits, ‘and ‘Ser- 
pents of a Prodigious Bignefs, but which 
do no Harm.’ In the Woods there were 
Abundance of white‘ Turtle Doves, with red 
Heads. Abundance of Maftiék grows there; 
Aloes, Cotton, and feveral other ufeful and 
curious Things. * 

© Columbuss Defign Seay nd “other but to 
make confiderable Difcoveries in that new 
World, he ftill went farther and farther and 
found an Ifland, which he call’d Santo Domingo, 
becaufe he came upon it on a Sdaday; not far 
from it he difcover’d another ail full of odori- 


¥erousTrees, but faw neither Men,nor Beafts in 


it, only Lizards and Alligators of a Pro- 
digious Bignefs. This Ifland they call’d A@zriga= 
lante, which, notwithftanding they? faw none, 

was inhabited by Canibals, as they perceiv’d 
by Tokens and underftood by the Signs the 
Inhabitants of AÆifpaniela made’ to them, 
having brought fome thither, to ferve them 
for Interpreters. ‘Here they faw Villages of 
20, and 30 Houfeë, all Built about a large 
Square. Thefe Huts’ are made of Wood 


and cover’d with Leaves of Trees, which — 


the Rain cannot beat thro’. Their Beds 
were hung up* and ftuff’d with Hay and 
Rufhes. The Canibals adore the Heavens; 
and have’ fome Images madé ‘of Cotton, 
which, as they fay, refemble the Devil, whom 
Her often fe in L the re hte The Canibals 

‘at 


+ k 
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at the firft. fight .of the _ Europeans . betook 
themfelves to Flight, with all their. might 
and .main.,.In their Cottages, were found 
thirty Women. Prifoners, whom.they kept 


as Slaves, and.as many Boys referv’d to be | : 


eaten.; In. their: Kitchens there. were: the 
Limbs. of human: Bodies. cut off and ready 
to be roafted,.with, feveral forts: of Fowl. 
Round. about. their Cottages lay, abundance 
» of the :Arm.and Leg Bones. of the Men 
they; had devour’d, which they. fharpen’d to 


make Points to, their, Arrows, having. no, 


Iron. among them... :: 
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“Inthe. Wand, which the Spaniards call d Gauda- 


Gaudalupe there are fix great. Rivers, whofelupe. 
Banks on~both.:Sides .are very .delightful. ~— 


The Parrots are as thick on the Trees, as, 


Sparrows are in France. Not far from this 
Ifland, they faw another, which was only in- 
habited by .Women, who had to do with the 


Canibals, If they. happen’d_ to ;bring. forth 


a Male Child they fent it away to the Fa- 
_ ther ;..but the Daughters. they: kept. with 
them, living much after the manner thatis 
reported of the Amazons... Thirty Spaniards 
having lain a long Time in Ambufh to catch 


fome Canibal, at length fpy’d a Canoe, in Fierce 
which there were eight Men and. as many? 


Women. They attack’d them, and the Bar- 
barians defended; themfelves with their Bows 


and Arrows, at which they are very: dex- 


 terous. An Indian Woman prefently kil?d 
a Spaniard. and wounded another.: There 


. was one Woman among them, whom the. 


* reft obey’d, as their Sovereign, and, fhe had 
a lufty ftrong Son, .of a. fierce and terrible 
Afpect. They were both taken and uy 
eee SES a ‘ Ss 
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béfore Chriffopher Columbns.. Their Mien was 
fo frightful; and they had fuch an Air of 
Cruelty in their Looks, that there was no be- 
holding them without fome Concern. " 
After fevetal Voyages ‘and Excurfions from 
one Place to another, Columbus return’d witl 
his {mall Fleet to Hi/paniola, which was à- 
bout five hundred Leagues from the Coun- | 
try of the Canibals, where he was concern’ 
to hear, that all the Spaniards he had left 
in that Country at his firft Voyage, were dead, 
that is, had been kill’d, by the neighbour: | 
ing Nations, who fell upon them in great 
Numbers. It was thought fit to build a fort 
ot little Town and Fort, to keep thofe Bar- 
barous People in Awe. A little Church was 
erected, where Columbus caus’d Mafs to be 
fung by thirteen Priefts, on the Feaft of the 
Epiphany, or the Twelfth Day, which in all 
likelyhood was the firft Time that ever thofe 
Divine Myfteries were Celebrated in the New 
World. TUE 
Columbus in Purfuance of his Promife to 
the King of Spaiz, of fending him Informa- 
tion of the new Difcoveries he made, fent 
back into. Spain twelve fmall Ships laden with 
Commodities, and fome ingenious Men, who 
gave a particular Relation of all that had 
been obferv’d: in the New World, till the 


— Year 1494. Columbus himfelf on whom his 


Catholick Majefty had conferr’d the Title of 
Admiral of the Weftern Seas, continu’d in 
Hifpaniola, which is about two hundred and 
twenty Milesin Breadth, and fix hundred in 
Length from Eaft to Weft, the Latitude 22 
Degrees and a half. The Admiral causd — 
a Town to be built on a little Hill, in the 

Midft 
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Midft'of ‘the Ifland,’ and gave it: the Name 

of Jfabela, in Honour of Jfabelle or Eliza- 

beth; Queen of Spain. At the Foût of thisWonderful 

Hill isa: beautiful Plain, fixty Miles in Length” 

and twenty in Breadth, acrofs which fevex 

ral Rivers run and: water it, rendring it ex< 

traordinary: Fruitful; fo that.-Lettice,: Sor= 

rel and: other Seeds they fcatter’d\:along the 

Banks: of thofe Rivers, grew:up: and came 

to: Maturity, in: fixtéen Daysj,;Melons, Cu- 

cùmbers,-and: Pompions were, fit toreat in fix — 

andiithirty Days, and they, prove-fo: delicious 

that nothing in Europe is tocompate to them: + 

Phe moftfurprifing ‘Thing of alt was that 

fome: Sugar: Canes ftuck ‘into: the Ground) 

grew two Fadony high, and were thorow 

ripé: : The’ Vine» Plants,: the fecond : Year, 

bore very good» Grapes; :but'thin, : the Soil! 

being: two: exuberant.’ By \way of Experi< 

ment they fow’d' a fmall Sack of Wheat in 

the Beginning of February, and on the thir- 

tieth of ÆAarch, which prov’d to be Eaffer- 

Day, they offer’d up to God a Sheave of ripe 

Bars, as the firft Fruits of that little Crop. 

The Admiral: causd his new Town to be : 

Intrench’d about, to defend himfelf againft 

any. Surprife, or Attempt of the. Indians. 

On the Twelfth of AZarch, ‘he fet out with 

twelve Hundred Horfe and Foot, towards 

the Country, where the Gold was, and. came 

into a delightful Plain, water’d by feveral 

Rivers, whofe Sands are mix’d, with Gold 

Duft. They advanc’d farther up the Coun- ,-.. 

try, about feventy Miles, where they built 

a little: Caftle, and call’d it’ Fort S. Thomas, tO Fort S. 

ferve them for a fecure Retreat, for the Tkomas 

better difcovering of the Secrets and Wealth 

of the Country. He gave the Indians re 
es’ 


ye - 
fo 
7 he 
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{ties and other European Baubles in Exchange 
for Gold. They prefently ranto the Banks of 


"the ‘next "Rivers and \return’d im a Moment! 
with both their Hands full of the Golden Sands, 


Jamaica. 


which fometimes: afforded an! Ounce Weights: 


In March: they gather’dy wild Grapes; of an: 
excellent Tafte,: which the Indians made no’ 


Account of :Fho’ this Ifland is ftony sand: 


fall of Mountains, yet it is always cover’d: 
with Grafs and’ other ‘Greens; : which’ whem 
cut, in four Days: run up again the Length 
of a Man’s Arm. The Reafoh, of thefe: 
Things is plain, becaufe: Abundance of: Ri- 


vers run’ athwart thefe Mountains, and wafh 


down the Goldiamong the Sands: The Na=' 
tives are wonderfully lazy ahd void ‘of? all 
Induftry; in fo much, that ‘in . Winter they 


ftarve with Cold on thefe Mountains, which — 


they might eafily prevent, by looking: out 
and taking Care to Cloath ‘themfelves. © 7512 


RE ET 


CHAP, 


Of the Rarities : found ee Me Tfland of — 
Jamaica, and of a Harbour capable. of 


containing above fifty Sail. 


. A Dmiral Columbus fet. out with three 
Ships to difcover a Country which is 

not above eighty Miles from Æ/parila, call d 
Cuba. By the Way he found a very conve- 
nient Harbour, which he calld, Port S. Ni- 
| dns Dem cu de e AL 
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oholas, about. twenty Leagues from Cuba. Then 
turning. to the : Southward.in, that Bay, hé 
difeover’d: Famaica,.an Ifland bigger than — 
Sieily, very fruitfulj;and inhabited by Peor 
ple much more Ingenious and Cunning thar 
the “other. Iflanders;<japter to,learn Mecha-..°... : 
nick Arts and Martial Exercifes.... They us’d 
all their endeavours to. hinder; the Admi- 
ral. and his Men. landing; but having been 
worfted in all their, Attempts, they at laft 
became-his Friends: Tho’ the. Sea abounds 
in-all- Sorts of Fifh, as well as the Rivers; 
yet.they flight. it,:to. feed.only upon Ser- 
pents, which.they:reckon more dainty, and 


_preférve them, for /their King, and the great rives: 


eft, Men. . The. Inhabitants of this Ifland are 
gentle and good: natur’d, and came, Aboard 


_ the: Spanith Ships, without any Jealoufy or 


Apprehenfion, bringing them of their Bread), 
Coco! Nuts fullof Water, and excellent Fruit 
ofa moft fragrant Scent. . They fhow’d thera 
a. River, whofe..Water was naturally fo hot; 
that there was.no holding a Man’s Handsin 

it, without fcalding them... 55 

The. People .of this Ifland have a very, , 
peculiar. manner of Fifhing They tie a fort rise. 
of Fifh, which we havé notin Europe, and, * -- 


. which : cannot endure the Air, to their Ca- 


noe; under Water; when they fpie a Tor- 
tife or other great Fifth drawing near to the 
Ganoé,» they let loofe this Fifh; who is 
usd to ‘that; Way: of Management, and 
fhoots out, like» an. Arrow out: of a Bow, 
iticlings to the Tortife, and holds fo fait 
that fhe cannot get loofe; fo that the Fifher- 
man «drawing in the Line to which that Fifh 
is» made) fait, his Prey. follows of Courfe, 
su” which 
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which he lets go as foon’ as ever he comes 
into the Air, for he would ‘die upon the 
Spot, were he not immediately thrown into 
the Water, where he lies conceal’d to catch — 
more. ¢ goiTIenl stom uous. siq 


‘A notables The Admiral one Day cating Maf ‘to 


indian. 


be faid, as he ufually did, ‘he receiv’d- a 
vifit from an Indian, of fourfcore Years of 
Age, who feem’d to be a Man of Worth 
and good Senfe. He was attended by 11: 
veral Indians, ftatk naked, except thofe 
Parts which Modefty forbids to be  expos’d 
to publick View. ‘He directed his Difcourfe 
to Columbus, which’ was expounded by an 772 


« dian he kept by him, and ferv’d him’ foran 


His 
Speech. 


Interpreter, his Words were thefe, We are 
inform’d, that with. much Labour and man) 
Dangers, you have difcover d feveral Countries, 
before unknown to you, and fpread a Terror \a- 
mong all the Inhabitants of this new World: 
If you believe, as we do, that our Souls, when 
they are parted from our Bodies, take: Jeveral 
Ways, quitecontrary to one another, whereof the 
one is dark and difmal, thro which thofe Souls 
are led, which have molefted and “difturb’d Man- 
kind 5 the other Way bright and glorious, for 
peaceable Souls, who have ulivays lov’d | Peace 
and Quietnefs ; I conjure you not to do ‘wrong 
to any Man, fince you 1are your felf mortal, 
and do expeit the Reward of your Works. © 


Colum. # Columbus was furpris’d and altogether ‘a4 
bus’s 4n-ftonifh’d at this Difcourfe of the Old Mars | 


fwer. 


and told him, “ That’ he was . fully ‘con- 
‘ vinc’d ofall he told him, concerning the 
“ future State of Souls, and therefore :had 
% Orders, from the Catholick King ‘to cul- 
““tivate Peace with the Indians, to protect 

“the 
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the Good, to punith the Wicked, and to 
€ make continual War on the Cazibals, who 
€ difturb'd the others and treated them. with 
“fo much Inhumanity. That he had no 


“ Caufe to fear, for himfelf or his Friends, 


“for if any European offer’d. them the leaft 
“ Wrong, he fhould be punifh’d without any 


“ Mercy. This Declaration of the Admiral’s 


was fo pleafing to the Old Man, that he re- 
folv’d to follow him wherefoever he went, 
and would have. done it, had: not the Tears 
of his Wife and Children . diverted his De- 
fign. Columbus. was. defirous to be more par- 
ticularly inform’d concerning the .Cuftoms 
and Government of the Indians, whereupon 
the old Man told. him, by Means of the 
Interpreter, “ That. they were. not fubje& 
“to any Kings. or Superiors, that the anci- 
“enteft among them had the. Direction , of 
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Cuffoms 


and Mane 


“all publick Affairs, and that they ador’dners. 


“the Sun after this Manner. In the Morn- 
‘ing as foon as, the Sun’s firft Beams begin 
“to. appear, the indians repair to the Sea 
“Shores and the Banks.of Rivers and Springs, 
“where they wafh their Hands and Faces, 


‘and make their Obedience to that glo- 


“rious Star. The old Men meet under 
“the Shade of the largeft and thickeft 
“Trees near their Habitations, where they 
fit quietly, talking and converfing together. 
“The young People have the Care of all 
“Things neceflary for the Support of hu- 
“man Life, as Sowing and Reaping. When 
“the Harveft Time is come, every one has 
© Right to gather as much Corn as is ne- 
< wes for him, tho’ he never took the 
“Pains to fow it; for they fay, that what- 
foever 
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« fever the Barth produces ought to sb as 
‘common to ‘ ‘all, as is the Light of. the Sun, 
and Moon, or the Water ‘of thé Rivers 
or Springs. “So that among’ ‘them you will 
‘never hear any one fay, This is mine, or 
ce athe is ‘yours, or ‘Thefe are the Bounds 
“of my Eftate; whence it follows that they. 
«al live in Péace and if common, like the 
“ Children ofone Family, without, the’ Help 
of Laws. The main Thing the old Men 
have to do, is to‘inftrutt the Youth; and 
“above all they endeavour to inftill Fru- 
“ gality into them, and to. be fatisfyd with 
“ what they fiid in their Own. Country ; 
ee «for which ‘Reafon they rarely fuffer Stran- 
«, Bers to come among them,, to introduce 
“any thing that is new, nor do they, 
nities ee allow their own People to travel, or go, 
oi se out of their own Country, for Fear left, 
* Chey fhould afterwards difturb their peace- 
2. i PIE Conftitution, by endeavouring to bring. 
‘up foreign Cuftoms, and left they fhould. 
4 jar evil, feeing it practis’d by others. The, 
“Women as well as the Men meet under, 
“the Shady Trees, there to dance, after, 
“their Fafhion, ftudying nothing, bi à How. 
* to pleafe chemfelvés. te 


Wem 
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CHAP. iv. 


What Method Columbus made Ufe of, 
1 40 oblige the Caciques to pay Tribute 
to the King of Spain. 


pens obferving that the Spaniards Mortality ne 

L hehad brought into the Zzdies dy’d there of Spa. 

apace, for want of being us’d to the Food of #%ards- 

the Country, refolv’d to take a Voyage himfelf 

into Spain, to get Provifions of Wine, Corn 

and other Things neceflary for the Support 

of Life. He had alfo another Motive to 

undertake that, Voyage, which was to pre- 

vent the ill Offices that might be done him 

by one Peter Margarit, a Gentleman belong- 

ing to the King of Spain, who was gone a- 

way out of the Jndies, with fome other 

Spaniards,, highly -incens’d’ againft Columbus. 

Before he would leave the Gountry, he 

thought it necefflary to appeafe certain Ca- 

ciques, or Indian Petty Kings, who, with 

much Reafon, made grievous Complaints a-. 

gainft the Spaniards, on account of their 

Infolency, their Rapine, their Violences and. 

the Murders théy committed. The better 

to fucceed in his Defign, he out of hand 

Marry’d the Indian that was his Interpre- 

tér, to the Sifter of one of the Principal Ca-. 

ciques in the Country. He fent fifty Soldi- 

diers to the Relief 6f Fort S. Thomas, then 

befieg’d by another Cacique, who was Lord 

of the Mountains,’ from whence the Gold 

was brought. This Cacique, Kad caus’d fe- 

ral Spañiards to’ be flaugliter d, for which 
Re. ee. Reafon’ 
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Reafon Columbus was very défirous either to 
take him alive, or elfe to perfwade him to 
come to him. The Cacique diffembling his 
Defign, pretended to be very willing to grant 
that Interview, thinking that would be an 
excellent Opportunity to murder Columbus’ 
and all that were with him.’ He gather’d 
all the Men he had, and fet forward: with 
all that Retinue. The Jealoufy conceiv’d of 


his. wicked Defign, féeing him come me 


ed by. fuch a Multitude of Arm’d Men, 

the Occafion of Jaying an Ambufh for him 
where he was taken, put into Irons, and. 
prefented to the Admiral. There was In-; 
clination enough to do the fame. by all the. 
Caciques and Lords of the Ifland, but it ap-, 
pear’d that all the Indzans were ftarvin 
and that above 50000 had already dy, 
through their own Fault, becaufe they would 
not fow their, Lands, or gather: in the 
Harveft there was, hoping by that means, 
to, oblige the Europeads to quit the Country. 
as wanting Subfiftance. They had alfo pull’d. 
up all the Plants and Roots they us’d to’ 
make Bread of, efpecially about. the Mountains, 
where the Gold was found ; as perceiving that. 
was the Principal Occafion of the Chriftians. 
coming into. the Weft Indies. 

The better to keep. them in Sabjcion;, 
Columbus caus’d- a new Fort to be built, ; 
which se call’d : the Conception, feated on a. 
Hill abounding, in all Things neceflary, for 
Humane Life. Thefe Forts made the Z%- 
dians, quite defperate, as fearing they fhould. 
entirely-: lofe, their Liberty... _A certain Cas 
cique, to gain. the Favour of Columbus, pre- 
fented, him with a Grain of Natural Gold 


which was in Shays like a Pea, weighed 


twenty” 


ME it “hd Travers 


" 


orci ‘to range’ about - all their Ifand: and 
plunder. the! Indians, under Pretence of feek- 
pis for Gold, upon Condition that the /r- 


ians would pay a Certain Tribute at fo much 


a Head’ to the Spaniards, The Inhabitants 
of the Mouiitains ‘oblig’d themfelves to bring 


into the Spanijl Towns a Number of Mea- 


fures of ' Gold.: Thofe: ‘who dwelt in the 
Plains undertook to’ farnifh Cotton, a fer 


Quantity of ‘ther Commodities and fach Pro- 


vifions as the Country afforded. 


: The Caci Re . who was Prifoner PE It 4 Barsel. 
tudy 


his whole’ by Day and Night to get 
out of that. Thraldom. He contriv’d to 


have five thoufand - Indians, “arm’d after their: 


Manner but naked, come under the Command 
of one of his Brothers to attack the Spaniards 
with Bows and Arrows, Clubs, and Spears 


pointed at the Ends with fharp Stones, in- 


ftead, of Iron. They encamp’d about a 
Bow Shot from the Spaniards, divided them- 
felyes into five Batallions, affigning each of 
them the Poft he was to make good, ata Di- 


ftance from one another drawn up in a Semi- 


Circle. . He that commanded gave Orders 


they fhould all: move. together upon the. 


Signal given, fhouting at the fame Time 


and endeayouring, to hem in their Enemies 
on all Sides, who were but a fmall Number, 


and therefore thinking it better, to encoun- 


ter every’ Batallion by it felf, ‘than to flay. 


F 2 till 


a 
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till they were all join’d, fell upon the greateft 
of them, as they were advancing on the, 
Plain. The Horfe gave fuch a furious 
Charge, that the poor naked Indians were 


not able to ftand the Shock, but being 


A terrible 


Srorni- 


broken and worfted they betook: themfelves 
to Flight. The others feeing their Com- 
panions. routed, made away to hide. them- 
felves, on the higheft. Mountains, whence 
they fent Deputies to the Spaniards, pro- 
mifing to perform whatfoever they fhould 
impofe on them, provided they might be 


allow’d the liberty of living peaceably in 


their Houfes, which was readily granted 
them, The Caczque’s Brother was taken Pri- 


foner and both of them fent into Spain, for. 


the Catholick King to fee them; but they, ° 
dy’d about half Way, for meer Grief and. 
Defpair. | of ee 
In Sune there happen’d the moft: furious 
Tempeft in this Province, that has ever. 
been, heard of. A violent Storm of Wind. 
drove before it a Parcel of thick Clouds,- 
covering the Space for five or fix Leagues. 
in the Air, and fo entirely darkning the 
Sky that there was no more Light than in 
the blackeft Winter Night ; bating that 
there was fuch dreadful Lightning as 
feem’d to threaten a general Conflagration,, 
and the Noife of the Thunder was fo hi- 
deous that one would have thought all the 
Elements were at Wars with one another. — 
Wherefoever the impetuons Blafts reach’d, 
they tore up the largeft Trees and carry’d 
them thro’ the Air with all their Roots. — 
The Wind pull’d up great Stones on the 
Tops of the Mountains and threw them 
about every Way, which made fuch incre- 
dible 


of VoraGces and Tra VELS. 
dible Havock, and fo aftonifhing a Noife, 
that the moft undaunted Courages were 
ready to expire with Amazement at the 
Horrors they heard and faw. In this dif- 


mal Confufion, no Man knew where to : 


hide himfelf, that his Life might be in fafety, 
there being nothing to he feen on all Hands 
but amazing Reprefentations of Death. Molt 
of the Houfes were beaten down, by the 
_ Stones that fell from the Mountains, and 
_ the reft overthrown by the Wind. Many 
of the Inhabitants were crufh’d and bury’d 
in the Ruins; fome of the more fortunate 
retir’d into Dens, where the Storm had lefs 
Power. Three Ships of the Admirals that 
lay at Anchor in the Harbour were fwal- 
- low’d up with all the Men and whatfoever 

elfe belong’d tothem. The Hurracane turn’d 
them about three Times and then they 
funk. downright. ‘That Sea, which never 
Ebbs or Flows, rifes or falls, nor ever fwells 


above its Banks, that are continually cover’ d — 


with Grafs and Flowers, now {fwell’d fo 
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high during the Tempeft, that the Waters 


fpread themfelves every Way over the 
Fields, for above two Leagues. When the 
fury of the Wind which had lafted three 
Hours began to abate, and the Sun to ap- 
pear, the Zrdians came out fo much amaz’d 
and afrighted, that they quak’d and ftar’d 


like Men befide themfelves, gazing upon 


one another, without {peaking one Word ; 
and being at laft fomewhat recover’d out 
of that Aftonifhment, declar’d, that fo mon- 
ftrous a Hurracane had not been known in 
the Memory of Man. They were fully 
perfwaded, that God fecing the Mifchicfs, 
the Impieties, the Profanations, and the 
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Two Forts 
miral, having found .fome Ditches as deep 


built. 
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Injuftice Chriftians: were guilty of in that 
land, had fent that Storm to punifh them; 


and that the Earth; thé Water and all the 
Elements had confpir’d agaiaft them to re- 
venge the Jadians, »whofe Peace. they » were 
come, to difturb, tho’ they had never done 


them any wrong. 


Bartholomew Columbus, ae on to 5 the Ad- 


as Wells, whence.they drew abundance, of 
Gold, caus’d'a fmall Fort to be, erected clofe 
by, and calld it, the Caffle of Gold He 
alfo built another, and gave -it the Name 
of Santo Domingo, or S. Dominick, becaufe he. 
came toit on a. Surday. T here isan ae 
lent Harbour, at the Foot of.the.Hill, 
which:that Fortrefs was built, at the Mouth 
of a very great River, abounding. in all forts 
of Fifh,:and its Banks: very: delightful with 
all forts of Verdure. growing) on. them, and 
Abundance of ftately Trees. : Travellers may 
there gather. Choice of, Fruit, which is a great 
Refrethment.: fe 

Phe: ‘Spaniards | advancing, of bnyor pa ro 
Leagues . ‘into the Country; difcover’d. the 
River Waiba, near which; one,.of the famouf= 
eft Caciques, in! the Ifland livd: He was at- 
tended by a great: M kitude. of Indians, ine 
tending to. fubdue >the. other: Caciques and 
neighbouring People. : This Mans little Do- 
minion is’ call Xaragua, and;is alla | moun- 
tainous Country, where. there is no Gold. 
The Cacrque. whofe. Name, was, * Anacouchoa, 
feeing ‘the Eurpeans, laid, dowm ‘his > Arms 
and came to-confer. with their+General,: de: 


_dlaring‘he would live :friendly,-withythem, 


He ask’d what it was) they:jaim’d. at, and 
ne old, cel ose: begs nee to pay LD ris 
RACE Lae | . bute 
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bute to the King of Spain, as, the other Cz-— 
ciques did. He anfwer’d, J thought that you 
Europeans had come into the Indies only 10 
look for Gold, and my Country does not produce 
one Grains Pre the other Hand it abounds in 
Cotton, at) I am willing you fhak have Share 
of. Having agreed upon thefe Terms, the 
Cacique conducted the Spaniards to the Place 
where he kept his Court, and gave them the 
beft Entertainment he could. Among other 7} Ca- 
things he fhew’d them thirty very beautiful “9% 4 
young Women, that were his Concubines ; Spaniards 
‘the Maidens were ftark naked, thofe he had 
‘ain with wore a Clout before thofe Parts 
which ought to be cover’'d. The Maids 
wore their Hair hanging loofe on their 
Shoulders, and a Cotton Ribbon -a- 
bout their Foreheads.. Their Complexion 
‘was a fort of Olive Colour. In their Hands 
they had Branches of Palm Tree, and came 
out to. meet the Governour with great To- 
+ Kens. of. Joy. The Europeans had Meat pro- 
‘vided for them, every one was lodg’d accor- 
ding. to his Quality, and they lay on hang- 
ing Beds made of. Cotton, PA we call 
‘Hammacks. The next Day they were con- 
ducted into. a large Hall, where the Indians 
Were, wont to. celebraté their. Feftivals ; 
t ere they had. Sports of Dancing, after their 
fanner, but much unlike ours. That done 
‘they went out into a great Plain, where 
pear’d two Bodies of Men, arm’d_ with 
Bars and Arrows, and san up in Battel, 
Order of the Cacique. the Fierceneis 
‘oF their Looks, a Man wih id have. thought 
they had been mortal Enemies. The Prize 
of the Battel and Victory. was a Woman 
and her Children, and tho’ that was but in 


Boa rie Jeff 


ho at 


72 rhe General HISTORY 

| Jeft to divert the Europeans, yet four Men 
were immediately kil’d upon the Spot, and 
feveral wounded, and much more Harin would 
have been done, had not the Cacique been de- 
fir’d to caufe the Battle to ceafe. © 


CHAP. VY. 


The Defcription of the Wife of a Cacique, 

‘'the great Sway fhe had among the In- 
dians, azd how kindly [be entertair’d the 
Europeans. “ a TA 


CHEN the Admiral Columbus return’d 

into Spais to give his Catholick Ma- 

jefty an Account of the Difcoveries he had 

made in the New World, and of. the great 
Advantages the People of Europe might find 
therein for the Advancement of Trade, he 

took along with him in his Ships the Ca- 

cique Cannoboa, who was fufpected to have 
maflacred many Spaniards, during the Ab- 

fence’ of Columbus, but that Cacique dy’d at 

Notable Sea before he reach’d Spain. His Widow 
IndianWo-whofe Name was ‘Azacaona,’ which fignifies, 
mate * Flower of Geld, after her Husband’s Death, 
1188 return’d to live with her Brothér the Cacique 
‘Anacauchoa, who was very well affe@ed to- 

wards the Chriftians. ‘This young Widow 

was ‘reckon’d the greateft Beauty inal! the 

\fland Æifpaniolä, and* ‘fhe had as much Wit 

as Form and good Carriage. Her excellent 
Qualifications procur’d her fo great an Af- 
tere eg Vi RE PA cendant 
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cendant over the Indians, that fhe govern'd 
her Brother’s Dominions with abfolute Au- 
thority. She perfwaded him always to keep 
up a good Underftanding with. the £uro- 
peans, and never to give them any Caufe to 
complain or be diffatisfy’d with him, lay- 
ing before him her Husband’s Misfortunes, 
who had ruind himfelf by his ill Con- 
duc. | PU a: TEA 
This Cacique and his Sifter, being inform’d Reception 

of the Governour’s Arrival, went to meet Sf the Go- 
him, with a numerous . Train. of Men. and 7% 
Women, Singing and Dancing. Six Zrdians 
carry’d the Cacique on their Shoulders. He — 
was quite naked, except his Privities which 
were cover’d with a curious Piece of Cotton 
Cloth. His Sifter was carry’d in the like 
manner, on the Shoulders of fix Indians, 
clad in a very fine Cotton Robe, with Gar- 
ands of red and white Flowers on her Head, 
and on her Arms.. Her engaging Mien, and 
a Sort of Majefty, which appear’d in her 
Perfon, made it eafie to difcern, that fhe 
was above all the reft.. As foon as they fpy’d 
the Governour, they order’d thofe who car- 
ryd, to fet them down, made him pro- 
found Obeyfance, and condu@ed him .to a 
Houfe where they had Jaid up the Tribute, 
which thirty Caciques had ingag’d to pay to 
the Spaniards, to fecure their Friendfhip. 
Among the Tribute there were Abundance 
_ of Loaves, made of Maiz, or Indian. Wheat, 
and feveral ftrange Creatures, which are 
. found in that Ifland, all Sorts. of Fifh rea- 
_ dy Rofted to preferve them fweet; and a- 
mong the Fifh, feveral great Serpents or 
Snakes, hideous to behold, and with very 
_ fharp Teeth. “The Indians eat them with 
ht RR oe aS FA an 
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Entertain- r mee fe Oe j 10) ENT 
ment. Edücation, beheld the Governour, with 4- 


after theif manner, wére fervd up, fhe 
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 defir’d'he would eat it for her Sake. The Beis 

Governour, who, already admir’d the Charms °"“"** * 

of that Woman; toipleafe her, accepted of 

the Prefent, and put fome of it into his 

Mouth, chewingiät.dightly, much againft his 

. Stomach ; but; when-he had:oncetafted and 
found | the Relifh of, that: Meat, che. was fo 

taken, with. its Delicacy and agreeable! Sa- 

vour, ‘that, for, the ‘future he mever card 

to eat any thing but, thofe Serpents, ‘call’d 

Yuanas., The other Spaniards obferving» what 

_ the Governour did,,' fell om, as: well! as he, 

and prov’d all.of his Opinion, unanimoufly 

affirming, that the Flefh of thofe: Serpents 

or Snakes far.exceeded the beft.Pheafants and 

Partridges in Gurope.’ Buty being anform’d 

that the Delicacy of; them depended. chief- 

ly, on the. Manner of Drefling,: the Gover- 

nour, would be inform’d ofthe !Z#dians how 

they did it..) They told ‘him, thata5, foon ,::,: 

as ever thofe : Creatures were taken, they ») 

‘tipp’d them up,’ to;take out ‘their: Intrails, 

- then ,wath’d them very clean, took off all 

the Scales. as:cléar, as poflible: ‘Then they 

laid the Snakes/at their! fullidiength. into a 

great: Harthen Veflel,; made on purpofe; with 

ita Httle Watér,)añd fomeiof: the Pepper 

that grows/inthe Jfland.The Serpents thus 

order’d are; put: to the Fire and boil’d. a long 

Time, to draw from: them <a; Liquor, aie 

is very ‘thickand delicious.: : The: Wood us’ 

or boiling them» is ddoriferous and : never 

fmokes.:« The. Governour: was farther: is- 

_ form’d that the: Eggs: of thofe Snakes boil’d 

were of an excellent: Tafte,) and would keep 
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After this Difcourfe and much tothe like 
Purpofe, the Spaniards were conducted to 
the Chambers provided for them to take 
their Reft. The Beds were hanging and 
made of Cotton. The fprightly Anacaona had 
caus’d Nofegays of Flowers, of all Sorts of 
Colours to be hung about them, which fpread 
a delightful Odour. Then fhe withdrew 
herfelf into another Apartment, with feve- 
ral Indian Women, who attended her as 
Slaves. When all the Cotton, Bread, and 
other Things, which the Caciques were to 
pay by way of Tribute were brought to-_ 


gether the Governour order’d a Ship from 


Indian 
Treafure. 


Fort Jfabella and fent it to Xaragua, That 
Ship was a great Novelty among thofe 
Indians. Anñcaona had the Curiofity to fee 
it. In the Way to the Sea Port, fhe muft pafs 
thro’:a fmall Town, where, all her Treafure 
lay, which did not confift in Gold or pre- 
cious Stones, or other Jewels of Value, but 


in all forts of Veflels and’ Utenfils for the 


- Indians 
admire À 
Ship 


Ufe of Men, as Difhes, Plates, Porrengers, 
all of them made of a curious Cole Black, 
gloffy and fhining fort of Wood, on which 
Serpents and Flowers were very artificially 
Painted in their natural Colours. She gave 
the Governour fixty of thofe Veflels, and 
fourteen Walking-Sticks of the fame Wood, 
painted like the other Things. All thefe — 
were wrought in the Ifland of Guanaba, with 
Stones found in the River, which are very 
Sharp. She alfo gave him four Parcels of 
very fine fpun Cotton, of all forts of Co- 

jours, to make Cloth of. 0 : : | 
The Cacique caus’d two painted Canoes 
to be brought to the Shore, the one for 
himfelf and his Retinue, the other es Pi 
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Sifter and the Women belonging to-her ; : 


but fhe would needs go alone in the Gover- 


nour’s Boat, aboard the Ship, sand left her ©" 


Women in the Canoe. . Before. they came 


to the Ship, upon a Signal made by the 


Governour, all the Cannon was, frd. The 
Noife of the great and {mall Shot, which 
was, redoubled . by. the Eccho) from all the 
Adjacent Hollows. of the Rocks.and Moun- 
tains, the Fire andthe Smoke, which darkned 
the. Air, altogether.terrify’d  Azacaona and: 
her Retinue, in fo much. that fhe fwooned 
away in the Governour’s Arms.. The other 
Indians were no lefs {card and thought the 
whole. Frame. of the World had been dif- 
folv’d. .The Governour. éncourag’d them, 
and as foon as that Noife was over, ano- 
ther much more agreeable was heard of Fifes, 
Trumpets, and Drums, which was very plea- 

fing to the Indians: The Governour handed 
 Anacaona up into the Ship, conducted her 
thro’ all the Decks and Cabbins, and fhow’d 
her all that was remarkable in it. The 
Cacique went aboard too, with his Jrdians, 
who thought they could never fufficiently view 
and admire fo many Things they had ne- 
ver feen the like of before. The Anchors 
were weigh’d and all the Sails, Colours and 
~ Streamers, let go in the Air. That unufual 
Spectacle filld them again with Amazement, 
obferving that fuch a vaft Body mov of 
it felf, and without the Help of Men. The 

Governour having prefented the Cacique and 


his Sifter difmis’d them. -Avacaona fhow?d- 


much Concern to depart, and conjur’d the 
Governour to ftay a’ few Days longer witir 
them, or elfe to take her along with him; 
but he, to comfort her, promis’d to return 
very: fpeedily. The 
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Villanies : The Admiral, at his "Departure for din, 
Panay loft ont, "Roldan, who‘had been his “Sétvant, 
PRÉ ty Fort! Iabela, This Man grown infolent 
with ‘his’good ; Fortune; fé to’ ranging About, 
the! Ifland: y Fobbing all PlacéS where he cime 
taking ‘away the Gold,’ the Provifions and’ 
whätfoevér elfe he found in the Houfes ‘of: 
the Indians, by Force,’ nfing ‘all manier” of 
Violence towards ‘thé’ Women ‘and! ‘young. 
Maids; and doing all the Mifchief A beret) 
he could” think of The! Cacique. Guarionefe, 
who was naturally well’ affe@ted towards the’ 
Europeans, no longer able'to endure’ the Vil= 
lanies and Oppreflions of that bafe Man and 
his Followers, fled, with'all his Subjeéts: into’ 
the Mountains, the Inhabitants whereof are 
call’d Ciguages ‘and thought to be defcended. 
from the -Canibals; becaufe they devour ‘all, 
the Prifoners : they take in War. Guarionefe 
reprefented ’ to them and their Cacique ‘all 
the ill Ufage he had ‘recéiv’d from the 
Spaniards, whom he was never able to make’ 
more tractable-by his Sibmiffion and Prefents, 
tho’ he us’d all Means to oblige them, that, 
they’ might’ fuffer him “and- his People to’ 
live in. Peace ‘and Tranquility. ALayabonefe 
the Cacique of the Ci we Mg receiv’d his new 
Guefts, the Fugitives, with all poffible Cour: 
tefy and Kindnefs, promifing them’ all the 
Affiftance he was able, againft their Perfe- 
cutors and the common Enemy. | 
His mp. The Governour was much farpris’d” to find 
fence. Things in this Condition at his Return, and. 
the Minds of the Indians {o much alienated, 
from the Chriftians. He feverely check’d, 
Roldan, who had been the Caufe of all thofe 
Diforders, and committed fuch Infolencies,. 


/ Robberies and ‘ilies, throughout that. 
Part 


of Vox aG es and TR A vEILSs. 
Part of the Ifland, that the Natives, who 
were naturally meek, and fubmiflive, were 
not able to endure himn ‘Roldan, inftead of 
owning his Fault and the Bafenefs of his 
Behaviour, anfwer’d the Governo r in.a 
hatighty brutal Manner, That he was very well | 
infor dy the Admiral bis Brother was dead ; 
that bis. Catholich: Majefly made nor the leaft 
Account of the Difcoveries in that new. World 5 
that the Spaniards there were ftarving for Hun- 
£er, which oblig’d them to feek’ out for Subfi- 
fiance.in all Places, where any was.to be found 5 
and.:that tn. fhort, they mere, refolv'd: for the 
future, to live: Free and obey.no,.an. : Thefe 
audacious. Expreffions. highly. provék’d: thé 
Governour, who , would have put: him: tor 
Death for prefuming.to talk to; him: in that 
infolent. Manner; but Roldan fled, with fixty: 
Men, .to the fartheft Part..of: the Province. 
of Xaragua, where he robb’d. all Places where-1 
foever he came,; carrying away by: Force alk 


he found that: was. for his Turn, ravishing) 


all the. Women, and murdering, fach as: 
would not confent to. his brutal Luft, with 
out any Remorfe, or thought of Chriftianity, 
as believing there was none in the Iiland 
that could call him, to Account for all his: 
Villanies. | 
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CHAP. VL 


Of the Difeovery of a large C ountry, ine 
habited.. by a very peaceable and cour- 
teous People, and abounding in Gold 


_. And Pearls. 


WA Things were in this Pofturé in 
the Ifland Hifpaniola, his Catholick 
Majefty order’d ten Ships to be fitted out 
for Admiral Colimbm, to carry Provifions in- 
to the new World. Two -of thefe Ships. 
fent before thé reft, arriv’d at the fartheft 
Part of the Province of Xaragua, whither. . 
Roldan above mention’d, and thé reft of the 
Rebels’ were withdrawn, who perfwaded 
thofe who came in them, not to own the 
Governour’s Authority, promifing that in- 
ftead of the Troubles and Hardfhips they 
were like to éndure, undér his Command, 
by joyning with them, they fhould enjoy all 
forts of Pleafure, and enrich themfelves with 
the Plunder of the ZJrdians. Thefe fpecious 
Promifes debauch’d them, and they agreed’ 
to divide the Provifions they brought from, : 
Europe among them, and to acknowledge. 
Roldan for their Commander and Chief. Tho’ _ 
they were fatisfy’d that it could not be long’ 
before the Admiral muft arrive with his 
Sduadron, yet they forbore not to commit 
Abundance of Outrages and Inhumanities, 
throughout the lfland, as faras they could 
reach, without any Remorfe or Apprehen- 
fion. ay 
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‘On the: other Hand;e the Cacique Gueri Admiral 
noefe; feconded by Mayabonefe arid his Forces «Oh Mes 
every now © and then . came down like ae 
Torrentvupon the Spæriards, and the Indians 
their Confederates, ‘killing and deftroying: 
all that fell into their Hands. At the fame’ 
Time that. -thefe : Troubles ‘diftraéted the 
new World, the Admiral fet fail from’ 
S. Lucar,on the eight and twentieth of 74ay,; 
in the Year 1498, fteering’ his” Courfe to 
the Southward, defigning to ‘come under tlie 
Equino@ial Line; and to etamine into the: 
Nature of ithe Countries ‘about’ it. He came 
to the He/perides, which the Portuguefes call 
. the Iflands of! Gabo Verde; being ‘thirteen in: 
Numbet, band about two Days Sail from the’ 
Continent, except only: one of\ them, ini: 
which ‘there rare fome Inhabitants ; ‘ but” 

he made no Stay’ there, having 'obferv’d': 
that: the:rAié of fthati:Place is Very un: 
. wholefomes:(They fail’d for ‘the ‘Space ‘of * 
| two hundred.and forty, Leagues info'great. . . 
a Calmj:and:fuch. a prodigious Heat; being Zxcefive 
but five Dégrees from the Equino@ial; that?" 
they thought:the: very Ships were in Danger: 
of being fir’d, and theHoops flew off front | 
the Casks as if they had: ‘been parch’d at 
the Fire. Phe: Wine and Water were both 
fpoilt, and the Men fainted away/under that 
intolerable Hiery Air. Eight : Days’ ‘they 
continu’d in that diftrefs d mjferable Con- 
dition, and fancy’d that: their Ships conti- 
nually went up Hill, as if it had been a rifing 
Sea, and they always »afcending ‘towards 
Heaven... When the Calm had Jafted eight | 
Days, the Wind fprang up frefh, and being 
right a Stern, the next Day they found : 
themfelves in a very temperate Air, and at 
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Night the Pofition of the Stars was alter’d. 
The third Day they difcry’d ‘three very 
high Mountains, which much rejoye’d them, 
for they had been almoft burnt up with the 
Heat and began to want Water. They eafily 
perceiv'd that the Country was inhabited, 
becaufe from the Ships they could fee fe- 
veral fine Gardens and Meddows cover’d 


with Flowers, the fragrant Scent whereof: 


teach’d evento them. 


Dijcovsry, They found a very conveniént Harbour, 


every way fit to receive their Ships, and 
not far from them they fpy’d a Canoe, in 
which there were twenty young Men, 


well enough fhap’d: and ‘handfome, arm’d 


with Bows and Arrows, but naked like all 
the other Indians, except their Privities, 


which they cover’d with Cotton Cloath, and: 
wore on their Heads a fort of peeked high 


crown’d Hat, or Cap. The Admiral: that 


they might not be frighted, :fhew’d them 
little Looking-Glaffes, Whiftles, and other. 


European Toys, which the Indians arenatu- 


rally apt to admire; however thofe Men 


fearing‘ thefe were all Contrivances to fur- 


prife and enfhare them, kept a loof off, al- 
ways upon their Guard, without daring to 
come within Reach. Then. he order’d his 
Fifes to play and drums to beat, thinking to 
allure them by the Sound, which they looking 


upon as a Signal for Battel, bent their Bows * 
and put themfelves into a Pofture to let fly 


their Arrows. At laft fufpeéting they 


might be fome way drawn into Danger, 


they ply’d their Oars, and made away be- 


fore any thing could be learnt of them, as. 


was defir’d. 


About 
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About this Placethey obferv’d there was à 4 violent 

very ftrong Current of the Water fetting from ©” 
Eat to Weft, running with fuch a violent 
Stream, as if it had ‘been a Torrent coming 
down from thé Mountains. The Admiral 
as undaunted as he was, declar’d that in his 
_ whole Life, he had never been fo much afraid. 
Next to this Current they came to a Streight 
or Paflage, eight Miles over, which they 
cal’d Boca del Draco, that is, the Dragons 
Mouth, with an Ifland clofe by it, to which 
they gave the Name of Margarita. That 
firft Current of fale Water was drove back 
again by another, impetuous Stream of frefh 
Water, coming down from the Oppofite 
Land, with the fame Swiftaefs and Rapi- 
dity; forcing it felf forward into the Sea; 
but it was kept back by the falt Water 
Current, fo that both thofe furious Torrents 
encountring one another, rais’d Mountains 
of Foam for a great Diftance about them, 
and made a moft dreadful Noife. 

The Europeans being got within that Bay coat of 
or Gulph, at length found {weet Water, Paria. 
and very good to Drink,, after failing fifty 
Leagues, and the more they advanced 
. Weftward the pleafanter it was. They faw 
Lands cultivated every where, without dif- 

_ covering. any Inhabitants or Houfes. At 
Length, coming to a large Plain, they lan- 
ded fome Men to get Information. The 
Indians feeing fuch ftrange People, ran down 
‘to the Shore in Crowds, without the leaft 
Sign of. Fear, treated them Friendly 
went Aboard the Ships, fignified to them 
that the Country was call’d Paria, and that 
the. farther they. proceeded to the Weftward 
they .wouid fill find it well Peopled, the 
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| Air il till more temperate, and mleatent 
This Account. made the. Spaniards conclude,, 
that the Difcovery they bad, made wis ve- 
Ty confiderables The Cacique,: -or Petty King 
of the. Country came down to.the Harbour, 
with feweral Canoes full of Indians, who 
_ had all. of them Gold Collars “about their 
. Necks and Bracelets. on their Arms, with 
precious: Pearls hanging. at their Ears, which 
were found, .on. the-Banks -of, the. adjacent 
Sea.” “The Indians did not, much value that 
Wealth, .and ‘gave. the, Spaniards to under? 
ftand, that if. they would ftay fome Tim 

With "them. they... would : “fill dst + vas 
With the A and give, them. Mason 
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into the Welt Indies, wirhe Orders! 10 

© fecure the Admiral and his “Brother; 
and fer4 them Mae into bars ii : 


iq vee + 


Dire LE TEE PT goïñg afhote, were re“ 
ment of the ceiv’d by the Jzdians with extraordi- . 

. Spaniards. nary Demonftrations of Affe@tion. ‘Phey came 
4 running from all Parts to fee them, as if 
; they had been fomething more than “Men: 
Two of them, who feem’d to be the prin- 

cipal Perfons of that Nation, the one of 

a great Age, “and: the’ other Younger, af: 

eC faluting them with the” greateft Civili- 

ty, conducted thent into a Hut’ or Cottage, 
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which: was ‘exaétly round, ‘and before it a 
large’ open’ Place or Square.’ They were 
feated on ‘Stools very artificially made, of 
a black shining’ Sort of Wood, and then 
treated with Meat and feveral Fruits, un- 
known to"the Europeans, as aMo white and 
red Wines, not made of Grapes, but of 
fundry Sorts of Fruits, of a delicious Tafte. 
When ‘they had eaten and drank, the young — 
Man took ‘the Spaniards by the Hand and 
led them into a Chamber, where there were 
feveral Men and Women  ftanding apart 
from one another, as white as Alabafter, ex- 
cept thofe who were often expos’d to the Sun: 
It appear’d by theirBehaviour and theMotions 
they made, that they had'a great Efteem 
for the Strangers. There was never.a Man 
or Woman among all that Company, but what 
was adorn’d with feveral Strings of large 
Pearls and Gold Chains. The Exropeans 
asking them where they got the Gold they 
wore ; they fignify’d to them by Signs, that 
they found it upon certain Mountains, which 
they pointed. at with their Fingers ; but 
that there’ was’ Danger in going thither, be- 
caufe feveral: Jndians had been devour’d ; 
though: they could never perfectly conceive 
whether : it’ were by wild Beafts, or by 
Canibals. Rpt yi 
The: Spaniards having. ftaid: Afhore till They arrive 
Noon, return’d to their Ships, with feveralst Hifpa- 
Strings of Pearls; whichithe Judians had gi-"'°'* 
ven them. ‘Then the Admiral fet Sail, :be- 
caufe the Provifions he: was carrying to 
Hifpaniola, began*to fpoil. They had found 
in a great River, near ‘the, Equino@ial A: 
bundançe of Weeds, »which entangled und 
hindred the Way of their Ships: Atlengrh 
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after many Fatigues, they arriv’d at Hi/pa- 
viola, on the 28th of August 1498, where 
they found all Things in Diforder and Con- 
fufion; for that Roland, who had been the 
Admiral’s Officer, had revolted againft his 
Brother, and drawn feveral Spansards into 
Rebellion, as was faid in the laft Chapter. 
Befides he had fent Letters into Spain, re- 
flecting heinoufly on the Admiral and his 
Brother, urging, that they were wicked Men, 


~who had been guilty of all Sorts of Inju- 


His Vindi- 


CALION» 


Indtans 


Agua. | 


ftice, Infolences and Outrages in the Ifland 
Hifpaniola ; that they hang’d up Men for 
the moft trivial Matters; and that their 
unreafonable Jealoufy and unbounded Ambi- 
tion being altogether intolerable, many Spa- 
giards had been oblig’d to depart from them, 


as Enemies to their Catholick Majefties, and 


only afpiring to ufurp their Royal Authority 
in that New World, 

On the other Side, the Admiral omitted 
nothing that might make the Catholick King 
fenfible of the Bafenefs of his Accufers. He 
declar’d they had murder’d Abundance of 
Women, after abufing them; that they rang’d 
about the Ifland of #i/paniola plundering all, 
wherefoever they came; and that fearing to 
be punifh’d, as they deferv’d, at his Return, 
they were broke out into open Rebellion. In 
the mean while the Admiral fent an hun- 
dred Men to guard his Brother, wherefo- 
exer he went; and, at the fame Time, fent 
him fome Horfe, with Orders to fall upon 
the Cacique Guarionefe, who had under his 
Command fix Thoufand Men, arm’d with 
Bows and Arrows, but ftark naked, and all 
their Bodies painted of feveral Colours from 
the Head tothe Feet. They pofted them- 

| ee: FR 
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felves onthe Bank of a River, where the Go- 
verhour attack’d them feveral Times, having 
pafs’d over: his Cavalry at another Place, 
which came upon the Indians unexpected, 
who all fled up the Mountains to the Ca- 
cique Mayabonefe, of whom they in vain de- 
manded Succours, for he was afraid left the 
Governour fhould fall upon him. | 

Accordingly he: purfu’d thofe that fled,7#: Ca. 
clofe at the Heels, and underftanding that ©4955 
they were withdrawn into the Woods, he“? 
continu’d the Chace to take the Caciques a- 
live, if poflible, tho’ that feem’d to be a 
very difficult Undertaking. The Chriftians 
hard prefs’d by Hunger, and ranging about 
the Woods to kill Fowl to eat, happen’d 
to light upon two Servants belonging to Afaya- 
bonefe, who fhow’d them the Place, where 
he lay hid. The Governour caus’d two of 
his Men to paint themfelves from the Head 
to the Feet, after the Manner of the In- 
dians. The Cacique deceiv’d by the Likenefs 
feeing them afar off, came out to meet 
them, and they feiz’d him without any 
Trouble. The Cacique Guarionefe was taken 
-after the fame manner, with all his Fami- 

‘Ty, and the People feeing their Caciques fallen 

into the Hands of the Spaniards fubmitted 

themfelves to their Will. 

- The Admiral. and his Brother us’d all their 

Endeavours to extend the Dominions of 

the Catholick King, in the new World; 

but the Petty Kings and the People ofthe 

land Æifpaniola, joyn’d with the Rebels to sears 

deftroy them, and fent complaints to Court “8% 

againft them. On the other Hand, all the | 

Great men, allur’d by the Hope of enriching 

themfelves in thofe new found Parts, con- 
GPA. tended 


8s » + The General HISTOR ¥ : 
tended. for the. Government. of them, with. 
all poflible Eagernefs. Accordingly they 
induftrioufly fpread abroad a Report, that 
the Admiral. and his Brother defign’d “to 
fecure to themfelves the Dominion) of . the 
new World and in: Order to, it yobftructed 
the Spamards coming to the Knowledge of 
the Gold Mines; that they had put them 
into the Cuftody ‘of, their own Creatures ; 
that they fent but a very: inconfiderable 
Quantity of that Metalinto Spain, and referv’d 
the Reft for themfelves ; and that the becter ° 
io bring about their Def ign, they had already 
put to death, feveral Spaniards under divers 
Pretences. : Thefe Rumours fpread, abroad 
at Court, made fuch Impreftion on the Mind 
of the Catholick King, ‘that he began to 
‘complain that fo little Gold was fent him 
from :Hifpaniola, which. in Reality was only 
occafion’d by the Mifunderftanding between 
the Spaniards themfelves in the new World. 
.Jt was therefore refolv’d at Court, to fend 
_thither a new. Goyernour, to examine . all 
Matters upon the Spot and diftinguifh be- 
gent Prid tween the Innocent. and) the Guilty. He 
foner are attiv'd in the Ifland of Aii/paniola, with .a 
Spain. confiderable Number of Men, before any Bo- 
dy had the News-of their coming. - The Ad- 
miral and his Brother being inform’d of it, 
came to meet him with Countenances ex- 
prefling how much they were pleas’d to fee 
him there ; but they were both immedi- 
atly feiz’d, as was every Thing that belong’d 
to them. "They were put into Irons by the 
new Governour’s Order and fent away in 
that manner:to Court. This Adion was.a 
fufficient Demonftration of the Inftability of . 
worldly Affairs. T hole two Men fo highly 
Diet ins ibaa fayour'd 
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favour’d and hononr’d by the Catholick King, 
who, by their Induftry had acquir’d him fuch 
mighty. Dominions, and who had undergone 
fuch extraordinary Fatigues, for the making 
of thofe new Difcoveries, which feem’d im- 
‘practicable to the moft knowing Men, were 
‘now in a Moment reduc’d to the moft mi- 
‘ferable Condition that could be ‘imagin’d. 

The Catholick King being inform’d that 
they were come to Cadiz, with Irons on 
their Hands and Feet, could not but be 
touch’d with Compaflion, and fent feveral 
Perfons to meet them, with Orders that they 
fhould be fet at perfect Liberty, decently Is fet ae, 
‘clad, as became them, and conducted to Court. Liberty. 
They gave the King an Account of all.that 

- had happen’d in Z#dia, fo that the Truth 
being made ont, ftrid ‘Orders were fent for 
punifhing the Offenders feverely. © 
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Alphonfo Nino departs from Sig to 
difcover New Countries, where Gold is 
found, 


FTER the Arrival of Columbus and Coaft of 

his Brother in Spain, feveral of the Curiana. 
Pilots or Mafters of Veflels, who had been 
affifting to, or ferv’d under him in his Dif- 
coveries, refolv’d to launch out into the O- 
“cean, in fearch of other new Countries ; and 
pif ing the King the Fifth of all the ase 
they 
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they fhould happen to acquire, obtain’d his 
Letters Patent to authorize their Undertak- 
ings. They accordingly fitted out feveral 
Ships, at their own Expence, and fteer’d - 
fundry Courfes, but with pofitive Orders, not 
to come within fifty Leagues of the Coun- 
tries difcover’d by the Admiral. Among 
thefe Alphonfo Nino fail’d away tothe South- 
ward, and leaving on the Right-Hand the 
Provinces of Cumana and Manacapoua, ax- 
rivd ina Country, which the Natives call’d 
Curiana, where he found a Port, as commo- 
dious as that of Cadiz, and a little Village 
of only eight Cottages, in which there were 
about fifty naked Men, belonging to ano, 
ther very populous Town, which was about 
three Miles off: The Inhabitants of the Town 
with their Cacique at the Head of them, 
came to fee the Europeans, who gave them 
Whiftles, Ribbons, little Knives, Looking- 


~Gilaffes, Strings of Glafs Beads, and other 


Defcripti- 


on of the 
Country. 


fmall Toys of that Nature; for which the 
Indians return’d them large Pearls theg@@vore 
about their Necks and Arms. : The nes 
Alphonfa, after much Intreating, went “tO 
their Town, but was daunted at the vaft : 
Multitude of People he faw there, as ha- 
ving but thirty Men with him. He gave 
them to underftand by Signs, that if they 
had a Mind to buy any European Commo- 
dities, they might come Aboard his Ship. 
in their Canoes, to which they confented and 
carry’d a great Quantity of Pearls; where- 
of they gave an hundred» Poynds weight for 
Trifles of no Value. | 
Alphonfo Nino perciewd that thefe People 
were gentle, fimple, peaceable and lovers of 
Strangers, and therefore refolv’d to go to 
tneiy 
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‘their Towns, where they receiv’d him very 
lovingly. Their Huts are made of Wood, 
coverd with Palm-Tree Leaves; and their 
chief Diet was Oyfters, whereof there is 
immenfe Plenty on their Coaft, and from 
them they take the Pearls. They alfo feed 
on wild Beafts, which they kill in the 
Woods, as Staggs, wild Boars, and Hares ; 
as alfo Pigeons and Turtle-Doves. Their 
. Woods are full of Peacocks, but they have 
not fuch beautiful Tails as ours in Exrope, 
for the Male there differs very little from 
the Hen. There are alfo vaft Numbers of 
Pheafants in thofe Woods, Thefe Indians are 
very expert at fhooting with their Bows and 
never mifs the Mark they aim at. All the 
swhile the Spaniards continu’d among them, 
they fed Daintily and very cheap; for they 
gave but four Pins for a Peacock, and two 
for a Pheafant ; but they traded as the Wo- 
men do in Europe when they buy any Com- 
modity. They enquir’d by Signs, what ufe 
they could make of Pins, .being all naked; 
and were anfwer’d inthe fame Manner, that 
they might have Occafion for them to pick 


their Teeth, and to draw Thorns out of 


their Feet. From that Time forward, they 
began to put a great Value upon them ; 
but they efteem Whiftles above all other 
Things, and would give any Thing they 
had, tho’? of never fo much Value for 
one. 

There was a moft Fragrant Scent all 
_ about near the Villages, coming from a 
Sort of large Trees, there was, in the 
neighbouring Woods, and in the Night there 
was dreadful roaring of wild Beaîts heard; 


but they do no manner of Harm, for the, 


Indians 
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Indians go. ‘about ftatk’ naked; in all ‘fafety} 
with no other Weapons: but their Bows and 
Arrows. © They’ kil’d as many ‘Deer and’ 
wild Boars a8 the Europears demanded ‘of 
them ; but~ have neither Kine, Goats, nor 
Sheep. sD heir Bread is made of Maiz, that’ 
is Indian Wheat,’ and of Roots,’ like "that 
in the Iffand Fifpariola. They are continu- . 
ally chewing of à certain Herb, to make 
their Teéth white, and when they {pit it 
out, they wath their Mouths: The Women 
look to ‘the ‘Tillage and “Houfhold Affairs 5 
the Men go a’ hunting ‘and to the Wats, 
and have the Charge of: all Sports, Fefti- - 
vals and Diverfions: They have Pots, Urns, 
and other Veflels made of Earthen Ware, 
of feveral Colours, which they buy of their « 
Neighbours ; for the Indians of feveral Pro- 
Vinces meet at Fairs and Markets, to which 

_ they all carry their Commodities, to exchange 
them for fuch Goods as they want at home, 
being utter Strangers to the Ufe of Mo- 
ney. They are -very covetous and ‘earneft 
for any Curiofities that are not to be found 
in their own Countries. ‘About their Necks 
they wear Strings of Pearls’; as alfo little 
Birds and other’ fmall Animals very artifi- 
citily made in Gold. 

Womer, . The Women fcarce go out of their Honfes ; 
| but whenfoever they appear in publick, they | 

_ Wear a Peicé.of Cotton’ Gloth over thofe 
Parts, which Modefty requires fhould be Con- 
ceal’d ; but) are ‘all naked in their “Houfes. 
The Men: are naturally’ Jealous of their 
Wives, and therefore .kept’ them up, with- 
out allowing: them to go aboard the Ships, 
tho’. they were very defirouse to. ith the Ray 
ities of. Eunopel 10: | ‘ 
Late The 
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, The Spaniards advancing farther, found a fe 
very. delightful ‘Country, water’d by plea- A on | 
fant’ Rivers, and diverfify’d with curious® 

Gardens and well cultivated Fields; but the 
People of it were very favage, and would 
entertain noCommerce with Strangers. Alphonfo 
Nino well fatisfyd with the Gold and Pearls 
he had got together, refolv’d to return home — 

; the fame’ Way he came. 
Running aloñg the Coaft Of the ‘Province Prijoners 
of Pearls” calPd Curiana, and’ failing up ‘to 7rd 
the’ Boca del Drago, or Dragons Mouth, be- Leer tam 
fore mention’d, he ‘met with twenty Canoe? 
full’ of Canibals, who were hunting about for 
Men ro devour. “They attack’d the Ship witli 
 foch' Fury, as ‘was more like Madnefs, and 
befetting it on all ‘Sides, began to ply their 
Bows and Atrows; but were quite aftonifh’d 
when they heard the Canon the Spaniards 
fir’d, and immediatly betook themfelves to 
ight, without expeéting to fee what would 
follow. Our Men’ purfud them with their 
Boat, and took 4 Canoe. that was full of. 
ofe Canibals, “many of whom caft them 
fel ves’ into the” Water and fivam afhore. 
Only one was left:in the Canoe; who guards 
ed’ three Men that were faft bound, in Or- 
der to be* eaten, when they fhould. havé 
Occafion. The Prifoners were let lofe and 
the Canibal deliver'd up to them, bound 
Hands and Feet, with full Power to do 
by him what they ‘thought fit, to revenge 
themfelves. They kick’d and beat him fo 
long ‘with their Fifts and Cudgels, that 
they left him for Dead, fo much were they 
jncens'd for the Lofs of their Companions, 
whom the Cribak had devaur’d and” kept 
them to be put to the fame Uke the’ next 
Day. UM DOC 
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Thefe Prifoners inform’d the Spariards 
that the Cazibals infefted the whole Ifland 
to rob and murder all they met. That in 
theNight-time they palifado themfelves about, 
for their greater Security, and makeExcur- 
fions from thence, fpreading abroad on all 
Sides to plunder. In the Province of Cur:- 
ana they faw the Head of one of the prin- 
eipal Canibals, made faft to a Door, in To- 
ken of a Victory obtain’d over them. 

In the Province of Haraia there was found 
a great Quantity of Salt, which is made af- 
ter this Manner. When the Wind blows 
violently from the Sea, the 5ea Water is 
let into a large Plain, and when the Wind 
falls, the Sun changes that Water into a ve« 
ry white Salt, and in fuch Abundance, that 
many Ships might be loaded with it; but 
if it happens to rain, that Salt prefently turns 
again into Water. The Neighbouring Na- 
tions come thither to exchange other Com- 
modities for that Salt. When any Man of 
Note dies, they lay the Body on a large 
Gridiron, to draw out all the Moifture of the 
Flefh with a gentle Fire, fo that fcarce any 
thing remains but the Skin and Bones, which 
they preferve out of Refpeét to him. . 

On the 13thof February, Alphonfo Nino re- 
turn’d towards Spain with fourfcore and fixteen 
Pounds Weight of Pearls, which he had in 
Exchange for things of a very inconfiderable 
Value, and arriv’d fixty Days after in the 
the Kingdom of Galicia. He was accus’d of — 
concealing the imoft Part of the Treafure that 
belong’d to the King; for, which Reafon 
Ferdinand de Vega, Governour of Galicia had 
Orders to fecure him; but he clear’d him- . 
felf and was difcharg’d. ‘oa 
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CHAP. IX. 


The Voyages of Pinzon amd Arias, his 
> Nephew, who [ail'd towards the Antar- 
tick Pole, where they fam very ftrange 
Nations. ti | 


AUCH about the fame Time Pin- 
CA con and Arias, his Nephew, who had. 
been both with Christopher Columbus in ‘his firft 
Voyage, fitted out four Ships at their own 
proper Coft.and Charges, and faild from 
the Port of Palos de Moguer, in neers ; 
on the 18th of November, inthe Year 1499,, se 
upon the Defign of difcovering new Lands. 77" ' 
They arriv’d in a few. Days at the Cana- 
ries, and thence at the Iflands of Cabo Verde, 
Then having fail’d three hundred Leagues 
farther they loft the North Pole, and were, 
on afuddain affaulted by moft furious Storms 
and raging Winds, and almoft in inevitable 
Danger of. Perifhing. But holding on the 
fame Courfe, they at length difcover’d the 
South Pole. The Stars appear’d to them 
far different from thofe of our Hemifphere ; 
but a very thick Fog hindred their making 
any exact Obfervation of them, yet after- 
wards the Fog clearing up thofe Stars feem’d 
to be extraordinary bright, and bigger than 
ours. On-the 20th of Sauwary they difco- 
verd the Land at a Diftance, and cafting 
the Lead, found fixteen Fadom. Water. They 
made up to the Shore and run along it 
two Days, without meeting any Man, tho’ 
they faw the Prints of Mens Feet. They 
- cut 
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cut their own and the Catholick King’s Nanié 
A fierce on the Barks of the Trees. In the Night they 
Nations faw feveral Lights, añd an Affethbly of abun- 
dance of Men, which they fuppos’d to be 

an. Army drawn into the: ae The Com? 
mander fent twenty Men well arm’d to take 

a View of them, with Orders, not, to make 

any Noife. Thefe faw a vaft Multitude of 

Men, but thought not fit to go up tothem, 

for fear they fhould be fcar’d away, chofing 
rather to wait till the next Day. Asfoom 

ds thé Sun appear’d forty Men were fent 

| out towards them, and the Indians feeting 
them, detatch’d thirty of their Number to: 

meet them, arm’d with their Bows and Ar-. 

rows. Thefe thirty were follow’d by a great. 

er Numbèy of Men, of a larger Size than, 
ordinary; with fierce Afpects, and threatning | 

all the Way they went. The Spaniards made. 

all manner ‘of Geftures to pacify and, -per-. 
fwade them that they were their Friends Fe 

but the Zrdiahs favagely haughty, would ne-. 

‘yer faffer’ them to come near; fo that the, 
Spaniards were forc’d to go back to their. 
Ships, ‘without being able’ to prevail, with; 
a full Refolution ‘to, attack, and. try, their, 
Courage ‘the next Day ; but as foon as. it. 
was Night, the Indians tetir’d.. The Span-. 
ards conéluded. that this was a. wandering , 
Nation, like the Tarrars, who have no fet- 
led Place of Abode, but encamp, one Day. 
in one Place, and the next in another, with . 
their Wives and Children, living upon what, 
they can get by Hunting. | 
They worft tt t was agreed to follow them by the Track. 
the Spa and feeing the Prints of their Feet on the. 
maréss Sand, they meafur’d them, and found they. 
were twice as pre as thé Feet of other or-. 

dinary 
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dinary Men. ‘The Spaniards found a River. 
which had not Water enough to bear the 
Ships, and therefore they put feveral arm’d 
Men into fouf Boats, to difcover higher a- 
long it. Thefe faw.a great Number of Men 
on à little Hill, at a {mall Diftance from 
the Bank of the River, who by. the Signs 
they made, feem’d to exprefS a great. Delire. 
of converfing with them. The Spaniards durft 
not truft them, and therefore put only one 
Man Afhore, who threw them a Whittle, 
and they in Return, threw a large Piece of 
Gold, but the Spaniard going to take it up; 
found himfelf.on a Suddain befet by a: Mul-: 
 titude: of indians; he defended . himfelf 
with. his Sword, and gaind Time, till thofe 


in the Boat could come to his Affiftance., © 


The Engagement was fharp, eight Spaniards 
remain’d dead upon the Spot, and the reft 
Kad enough ‘to’ do to retire and get back. 
-¥nto their Boats.. Their Spears and Swords. 
could not defend them againft the Strokes of 
the Indias, of. whom neverthelefs a con: 
fiderable Number was Kkilld. Al that 
Slaughter made thém not to flacken the leaft; 
or abate any thing of their Courage, but. 
they purfu'd the Spaniards down to their very 
Boats, took one of them and kill’d the Pilot. 
The reft of the Men had enough todo to 
fave themfelves in the othet three Boats,’ 
Pinzon Gifcourag’d by this. Misfortune, 
thought fit to leave that Coaft: . . R 

Having faiPd: forty Leagues farther, they 
came into a Sea of frefh Water, which fwell’d 
with the Acceflion of feveral great Rivers 
that fell from the Mountains with wonder- 


ful Force and Impetuoufnefs. At the Mouth 


GE this’ Quiph there were feverai Iflands 
Ee inha- 
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inhabited by courteous and peaceable Peo- 
ple, but who had no Commodities to Trade 
with: This Province is cal?d) AZariatambale 
After fome Days failing towards. the North, 
they perceiv’d the Polar Star, which appear’d 
almoft upon the Horrizon. In the aforefaid 
Iflands they faw Trees of fuch a-prodigious . 
Bignefs, that : fix Men could: fcarce fadom 
them ; and a monftrous Sort of Creatures, 
who Had the Body and the, Head of a Fox, 
the hind Feet and Quartersilike a Gat, and the 
Fore-feet like a Man’s Hand» One of them 
was taken with its Young and carry’d to the 
King of Spain, they were expos’ d to be feen 
by all Perfons, but the Change of the Air 
made them live a very fhort Time. When 
they had fail’d above fix hundred Leagues a- 
long the Coaft of Paria, they had:amoft dread= 
ful Storm, in Jay, in which two: of the Ships 
foundred, the third was beaten to Pieces, and! 
the fourth weather’d the Storm with much 
Difficulty, the whole Ship’s Crew. ‘being fpent — 
and quite in Defpair ; but being juft: at the 


_ Point of Death thep got Afhore;. where they 


Return to 
Spain. 


were in no more fafety than before, fearing to be 
deftroy’d by the Inhabitants. Some Days after 
the Weather grew calm, they went Aboard 
their Ship a gain, directed their Courfe for 
Spain, and arriv’d on the laft Day of Septem- 
ber at Palos de Mogner, not far from Sevél.. 
Since that Time many have faild tothe Pro- | 
vince of Paria, whence abundance of Gold and ~ 
Pearls and of excellent Ca/ia have been: brought 
to Europe. ; Dae Bos DEA 
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Admiral Columbus returns into the New 
World, by the Catholitk King’s Order : 
where he aifcovers feveral re ountries, 

_ abounding in all Things neceffary for the 
Support of Humane Life. 


Olumbus having. fpent two Yearsin Spain, A greas 
fitted out four Ships by, the Catholick Run. 

King’s Order, and .on the Ninth of Æ44y, 

in the Year 1592 fail’d from Spain,.. with 

is Brother and two hundred and feventy 
Men. He arriv’d in nineteen Days at the 
Iflands of the, Cavibals, and in feven more 

at that of Hifpaniola, fo that, according to 

his Computation he ran twelve hundred 
Leagues in fix and twenty Days. He de- 
parted thence in a few Days, and leaving 
Jamaica and Cuba on his Right-hand, came 

to an Ifland call’d Guanaffa. Coafting along Guanaffa 
the Shore of it, they difcover’d two very land. 
large Canoes, tow’d by Indians with Cotton 
Ropes. The Cacique or Lord of the Coun- 
‘try, with his Wife and Children, all naked 
were in thofe Canoes. Thofe who tow’d 
them, made Signs to the Spaniards, in a 
véry haughty and fierce manner, to get out 

of the Way for them to pafs, believing they 


Ought to’ have the fame Refpect for their 
rig T2 Ma- 


FCO 


Defcrip- 
tion of 
Ciiapa. 
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Mafter, that they bore him themfelves. Some 
Men were put Afhore, who took the two 
Canoes and all that were in them. The 
Spaniards were given to underftand by means 
of an Interpreter, that the owner of the 
Canoes was a rich Merchant, who came 
from trading with the Weighbouring Na- 
tions, whence he brought Razors and Knifes 
made of a Sort of tranfparent Stone, and 
put into Hafts of a very hafd Sort of 
Wood. Hé fiad befides Abundance of other 
neceffary Utenfils belonging to a Hoëfe, 
fome Veffels of Earthen Ware, curioufly 
made, others of the aforefaid tranfparent 
Stone ; Cotton Cloths of all Sorts of Co- 
Tours ; and feveral Rarities of Parrots Fea* 
thers put together, with wonderful Work- 
manfhip. The Adïhiral causd him to be 
difmifs’d and reftor’d him all his Goods, 
whereof the IJndiaz very freély offer’d him 
part, informing him as to all Things rela- 
ting to that Coaft. % 

Sailing fen Leagues: farther they difco- 
verd a plentiful Country, of a vaft extent, 
which the Natives call’d Quiriquirana, and 
Columbus nam’d Chiapa. There he caus’d fe- 
veral Huts to be erected, made of the Boughs 
of Trees, in one of which he had Mafs 


faid, to return Thanks to God for that 


Difcovery. Soon after a mighty Number | 
Of Jndians came to the Place all naked, ex: : 
cepting only fome Parts of the Body, which : 
they cover’d with large Leaves of Trees. 
They drew near the Europeans, without any’ . 
manner of Fear and gaz’d on them as fome-' 
thing more than Men. Some of them brought . 
ic veral forts of the Country Fruit, and others: 
OE Pitchers © 
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Pitchers of Water which they freely offer’d, 
and then -bowing their Heads very low, 
they withdrew. Columbus feeing them fo 
Courteous, us’d all poffible Demonftrations 
of Kindnefs and gave them little Looking- 
Glaffes, Strings of Glafs-Beads, and other 
Things of this Nature, which pleas’d them 
beft. All this Country is rich and fruit- 
ful; the Air is pleafant and wholfome ; there 
is plenty of all Things neceffary for the 
Support of human Life; the Land is partly 
Plains and partly Mountains, all of them 
cover’ d with Trees, Fruit and Flowers, at 
the fame Time. Several Springs and Brooks 
cut and Waterthe Plains. There are alfo 
Woods of Pine and Palm Trees, with wild 


Vines, growing naturally of themfelves, clofe. 


under the Frees and loaded with Clufteis 
of ripe Grapes. They made Swords and 
Spears of the Wood of a certain Species of 
Palm-Tree. Cotton grows all the Couatry 
over, without the leaft Affiftance from In- 
duftry. It produces all forts of Grain and 
Roots fit. to make Bread. The Woods 
are full of. Lions, Tigers, Deer, Birds of 
all Colours and feveral Sizes. Peacocks of 
a moft delicious tafte are fed in the Houfes, 
as Fowl are in other Parts, for their com- 
mon Ufe. The Natives are of a large 
Size and well fhap’d; they Paint all their 
Bodies over withthe Juice of certain Fruits, 
like the Apples in Europe, which they plant 
in their. Gardens for that Purpofe. Some 


paint themfelves all over red, others all : 


Black; and others adorn themfelves drawing 
feveral Flowers, Rofes, and ftrange Figures 
after the Moorifh Fafhion. The Admiral 
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obferving that the Sea fet there with a vi- 
olent Stream to the Weftward, did not 
think fit to proceed any farther that Way; 
but chofe rather te turn back towards the 
Coaft of Pariz, and Boca del Drago or the 
Dragons Mouth, before fpoken of, from 
which he thought he was not very far. 


Se 


CHAP. XI 


Of the feveral Rarities Columbus obfer- | 
ved in his Way, and of the Difpofition | 
of the People of the Country. | 


H° departed from @ziriquitana on the 
one and twentieth of Awvuft, and ha- 
ving fail’d thirty Leagues, came to a mighty 
River, which carries its frefh Water a great 
Way into the Sea, before it mixes with the 
Salt. ‘ They advancd but feventy Leagues 
in forty Days, and that with much Difficul- 
ty, being kept back by the ftrong Current 
of the Water; fo that they fometimes found © 
in the Evening that they had rather gone 
backward then advanc’d, and were fain to 

lie at Anchor all Night, for Fear of running 

upon the Rocks. In the Space of eight 

Leagues they found three feveral Rivers full 

of Fifh and Tortoifes, and the Banks all co- 

verd with Canes thicker than a Mans 
Thigh, among which there are feveral Re 
RNB einer AB at Vs : ca ac 
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of Creatures, as Crocodiles, and’ others, which 
lay basking in the Sun. The Air of thefe 
Countries’ is fo wholefome and. pleafant, 
that none of all the Men were the leaft in- 
difpos’d, during the whole Voyage. They 


there faw a’ Wood all full of Mirabolan — 


Trees. About two hundred of the Country 
People came out to meet the Spaniards, ha- 
ving each of them four Javelings in his Hand 
to dart;. however they are of a gentle and 
peaceable Difpofition and did no Body any 
Harm, but refus’d what was offer’d to be 
given them, fearing there might be fome 
Fraud conceal’d under it, and thofe who took 
any thing left it upon the Shore, being na- 
turally more inclin’d to give than to receive. 
They offer d the Spaniards‘two moft beau- 


tiful young Maids, , giving them to ‘under- 


ftand by Signs, that they might carry them 


away whither they pleas’d. The Men are - 


ftark naked, and. fhave their Forheads, but 
wear their Hair long behind; the Women 
bind up their Trefles witha Cotton Ribbon. 
‘The Admiral caus’d the two Maidens to be 
handfomely: clad, put red Caps upon their 
Heads and ‘fent them back to their Father; 
but they left the Cloaths and Caps on. the 
Shore. Columbus accepted of two young 
Men, to make Interpreters of them, that his 
Men might learn the Language of the Coun- 
try; and: to teach them the Sparifh Tongue, 
Columbus obferv’d that there is very little 
ebbing and flowing on that Sea, becaufe he 
faw the Trees grew along the Edge of the 
Water, as they do on the Banks of Ri- 
vers: and: Brooks. Several of thefe Trees 
bow’d downtheir Branches to the Grouüd, 
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and even to the Bottorn of the Water, much 
‘after the fame Manner as the Vines do 
in Europe. In this Province they found a 
fort of Creatures like our Cats, but with 
a longer and thicker Tail, on which they 
lay all their Strefs when they defign to 
leap down froma higher Place, or from one 
Branch or Tree to another. A Spaniard 


with an Arrow wounded one of thefe Crea- 


tures which flew down from the Tree with © 
wonderful Swiftnefs, and fell upon him that 
had hurt him, who drawing his Sword cut 
off one of its fore Legs and took it, car- — 
rying ‘it to the Ship where it became tamé. 
One Day feveral Spaniards, who were in 
Want of Provifions, going into the Woods | 
to hunt for fome wild Creatures to feed on, | 
took a wild Boar alive, which they carry’d 
Aboard their Vefle]. As foon as ever the 
Cat fpy’d the Boar, fhe grew: enrag’d, fell 
upon it, and laying Hold of it, with her : 
Tail and the fore’ Leg fhe had left, kilfd 
it. Dan tS Tae | 


Difcovery. Advancing farther fourteen Leagues along 


to ‘Porto 
Bello. 


the Coaft, they difcovered about three hun- | 
dred naked Men, who fet up a threatning 
Cry, when they faw the Europeans, and 
filling their Mouths with Water and fuch © 
Herbs as grew along the Banks, fpit them 


out ‘again, with indignation againft the 


Strangers, giving to underftand that they — 
would have no-Communication with: them. 


_ Their Bodies were all over: genres of 


feveral Colours, but not their Faces. The 
Admiral to {Care them, order’d fome Can- 
non to be fir’d without Ball; for he was of 
Opinion that the Indians were to be pe 


jit 
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by fair Means. The Noife of the great 
Guns terrify’d them, they all fell down upon 
the Ground and begg’d Mercy; brought 
their Commodities to the Ship, and willing- 
ly exchang’d their Gold Chains and Brace- 
lets, for Strings of Glafs Beads. In that 
Coaft there are feveral Rivers, in which 
they find Gold. The Natives cover them- 
felves with large Leaves of Trees to keep 
off the Rain and the Heat of the Sun. The 


Indians cal’d° the Country ‘Vibba, ‘and the 


Admiral ‘finding a commodious Harbour, 
gave it the Name of Porto Bello, as it is 
cad to this Day. The King of this 
Country . by fpecial Priviledge had: all ‘his 
Body painted Black, the People being all 
red. The King and the feven principal 
Men, wear a little Plate of Gold made faft 
to their Nofe and hanging down to their 
Lips, which is. one of their greateft Orna- 
ments. The Men cover their Privities with 
a very large Oyfter-Shell, the Women with 
a Cottton Ribbon. They havea certain 

Plant in their Gardens which produces a deli- 


cate fort of Fruit, more pulpy than a Peach, 


and of a moft exquifitive Flavour. Onthe 
Banks there are Crocodils or: Alligators, 
_ which fly as foon as Men come near and 
as they go fend forth a Scent far excelling 
that of Musk. - ery 
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The Admiral returns into. Spain, to give 
the Kyung an Account of his new Difcove- 
vies, ANA ates. à 1 hots 


“nae did not think’ fit to proceed 
: any farther. Being fo well fatisfy’d 
that this Country abounded in Gold more 
thag any other, for they found it mix’d with 
the Earth, in all the Ditches and about 
the Roots of the Trees. He refolv’d to 
fettle there, but was hindred by the Jzdi- 
ans. À: great Multitude of them came 
down, encompafliag the Spaniards, who: had 
already began to build their Huts, with 
Joud Cries. It was very difficult to withftand 
the: firft Attacks of the Indians, who fought 
at a Diftance, cafting their Darts, and pour- 
ing fhowers-of Arrows. Then they drew 
near with their wooden Swords, and began 
to lay about them fo furioufly, that all the 


Cannon from the Ships had no Effed, nor 
did it daunt them in the leaft, they being 


refolv’d: rather to die, than to fee their 
Country poffefs’d by Strangers. They were 
willing to admit of them as Traders, or 
Paffengers, but not as Inhabitants. Tho’ 
they had been feveral Times beaten and re- 
puls’d, they ftill return’d and renew’d their 
Affaults with the fame Intrepidity ; fo that 
as the Europeans made their utmoft Efforts 
to fortify their Habitation, fo the Jadians 

came 
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came on {till with greater Force to drive 
them away, fighting Day and Night with- 
out any Intermiffion. The Admiral perceiving 
their Obftinacy, thought fit to withdraw to 
Jamaica, the fhorteft Way. He faffer’d very tla 
much in his Paflage ‘thither, and arriv’d at r 
that Ifland in a very bad condition, where 
he was oblig’d to continué feveral Months, 
becaufe his Ships were utterly difabled and 
he wanted Provifions. 

Being at length ‘come to Santo Domingo, 
in the Ifland Hifpaniola, he refrefh’d himfelé 
there for a few Days, and then went aboard 
the firft Ship that fail’d, in Order to return |), 
into Spain and acquaint his Catholick Ma-,, Seeing 
jefty with the Difcoveries he* had’ made 
along the Continent. The King and all the 
Court heard his Relation with much Satis- 
faétion and Amazement ; whieh “encourag’d 
many to attempt the like Enterprizes. The 
Admiral withdrawing into Caftile, to take 
fome Reft after his extraordinary Fatigues, 
being then old and much troubled ‘with the 
Gout, died at Valladolid in May, of the 
Year 1506, and order’d his Body, in his Dies, 
Will; to be bury’d at Sevil. “He ‘was with- 
out all difpute, a moft wonderful Man, and 
never to be daunted or difcourag’d by any 
Difficulties. The Difcovery of the new 
World, gain’d him immortal Honour. Had 
he livd among the Ancients, they would 
certainly have erected Statues in Honour of 
him, as they did to Hercules and Bacchus, 
Don Fames Columbus his Son, was his Heir, 
whofe Wealth together with his Father’s 
- Reputation procur’d him to Wife, the no- 
ble lady tee of T kdo, Daughter.to Der 

Ferainand 
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Ferdinand sde Toledo, Commendary of. Leon, 
and of the greateft Quality: in Spaiz. 

Notes in. In-his Papers after his Death, were found 

bis Papers the particulars : of : his. Jaft Voyage, and 

© 77 of. all the Coafts he, had. Difcoverd. He 
there obferves among other Things, that in 
thofe Countries they enjoy a continual Spring 
and Autumn, all the Year about, there being 
always Flowers and Fruit ; that the Air is 
extraordinary Temperate and healthy; that 
none of his Company ever had the leaft — 
Diftemper, or felt exceflive Cold or Heat; 
that the Natives of the Country are very 
skilful in gathering of Gold ; that they per- 
fe&tly know the Place where there is moft 
of it to be found; that they obferve par- 
ticular Ceremouies when they prepare them- 
felves to gather it, never daring to have 
to do with their Wives during all the Time 
they are about it, eating and drinking very 
fparingly and abftaning from all forts of 
Pleafures ; and that they adore the Sun, the 
only worfhip they perform to him, being to 
bow to him at his Rifing. The Mountains 
in the Province of Veragua far exceed the 
Clouds in Height ; and the Admiral, who 
was the firft that ever difcover’d them, was 
of Opinion, that it was, at Jeaft five and 
twenty Leagues to the Top of them. 


CHAP. 
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The Catholick King Orders the Comman- 
ders Alonfo de Hojeda, 474. Diego de 
Nicuefla to plant Colonies inthe. New 
World. | | 


HE Court of Spain refolv’d: to. pro-Hojeda 4 
L: fecute the Enterprize began .by theCartha- 
Adiniral Chriffopher Columbus, who had often" 
faid that Veragua and Uraba, were thé pro- 
pereft Places for fettling Colonies of Chri- 
ftians. © Thefe two Places are in about 
nine Degrees of North Latitude. Alon/fo de 
Hojeda fitted out fome Ships and put to Sea, 
with about three hundred Men. After fome 
Days fail, he arrivd at a certain Place 
on the Continent, which had been difco- 
verd by Columbus, who had given it the 
Name of Carthagena. This Port is very 
fpacious and Land lock’d on all Sides, like 
that of Carthagena, in Spain. The Men and 
Women there are beautiful and'well fhap’d. 
On the Trees there are Apples very. plea-Poiforous 
fant to the Eye, but poifonous, in fo much4??** 
that thofe who eat ofthem feel their Bowels, . 
as: if they were torn to Pieces, much after 
the manner as if the Worms gnaw’d them; 
and if a Man happens to fleep under the 
Shade of thefe Trees, his Head {wells to 
a 
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a prodigious Bignefs, and he almoft lofed 
his Sight. Hojeda entring the Port, affaul- 
ted the Natives by Surprize, and made a 
great Slaughtér of them, tbecaufe he came 
upon them when they Were partéd and all | 
naked. 
Slaughver He had receiv’d Orders to put all to the 
of Chrifti- Sword, becaufe, they, would never fuffer 
_ si the Europeans, who had difcover’d that Coun- 
try, to make any Settlement there. : Here 
they found fome little,Gold, beaten out in- 
to Plates, which the Indians wear on their 
) Stomachs, as an Ornament. Hojeda caus’d 
fome Prifoners to conduct him to a Place, 
whither the. Indians living about the ‘Har- 
bour had “withdrawn themfelves, to join the 
other Natives; who being all arm'd with 
Swords made of very hard Wood, and poi- 
fon’d Arrows,, the Points whereof are made 
of Bone, inftead of Iron, fell upon the 
Chriftians with fuch Refolution and Fury, 
and dreadful Shouts, that they kill’d above 
fixty of them the very firft Charge. Æ0- 
jeda was thus oblig’ d to retire to his Ships 
with the reft of his: Forces; which were in 
Defpair for the Lofs of fo seri of their 
Companions. | 


Nituera : Abôut thé fame Time the Commander 
Brives. Diego de Nicuefa arriv’d » there, bringing 
fix hundred and fourfcore Mén in five Ships. 

They held a. Council to refolve what Mea- 

_ fares: they: fhouid take, and unanimoufly a- 

Rak greed” to revenge the Death of their Com: 
panions; and accordingly drawing up their 

Men in order of Battel, ‘march’d all ‘the Night 


without making any Noile, and came two 
_ Hours’ 
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Leaves, to which the Spamards fet Fite on 
all: Sides, fo that all the Inhabitants, Men 
and Women, were either ‘burnt’ orr put to 
the Sword, éxceptefix Children; who told 
them that the Jvdians had drefsd'thé Spa- 
niavds:flain in the former Ingagement, ‘to 
eat them. ‘A little Gold: was there found, 
among the Afhes'of.the Houfes that. had 

been burnt. Having fucceeded in this Expe- 
dition; and being inform’d that there was a 

large Jrdian Town, clofe by a rich Gold 
Mine, the Commander Aojéda refolwd to 
attack it, and: by the Way took: two Ca= 

nibals and fix Women of the fame Nation. 

The : Inhabitants ‘of the Town having ‘re 
ceiv’d: Intelligence of their : coming, ftood 

‘pon their Guard Day and Night to fight 

them, if they were attack’d. In fhort, Hojeda gyanierds 
was repuls’d the firft: Affault: he made, with defeated. 
very great Lofs of Men, becaufe the Indians 
defended themfelves with poifon’d Arrows. 
Hojeda himfelf ‘was fhot through the Thigh 

with one of thofe Arrows, which for a long 

Time put him to intolerable Pain, not to 
mention the Want he endur’d;: for all the 
‘Country was againft him. Befides his Sol- 

diers mutiny’d: againft him, alledging that he 
ftarv’d. them, and ‘refolv’d to go away upon 

two Brigantines into Hifpaniola, for there 
were but fixty left: of three. hundred that 

came intothe New World, BUH 
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- Another Parcel of Spaniards under the Con: 
duct of the Batchelor Encifo imbark’d' in a 
Brigantine, to find out’ fome convenient — 
Habitation. The Indians: of that Country, 
who had rever feen 2: Veffeb. under Sail; 
were aftonifh’d at that: unufual Sight; but 
However they provided to hinder, the Stran- 
gers from landing. They were abont five 
hundred. Men, ‘arm’d with: Bows and Ar-. 
rows, and, immediatly -fent away their, 
Wives (‘and’) Childrén, that ‘they, might 
have nothing: to hinder. them. when © in- 
gag’d. The Chriftians, whofe Number: was 
but fmall,; fell to their Prayers, and made fa 
Vow to our Eady of Sevé to build a Town 
and a Church of her Name, and to fend one. 
of: their Number fn Pilgrimage. to Spain, if 
they obtain’d the Victory befrdes they in- 
gag’d to one another, that: no one would: 
turn hts Back upon the) Enemy: Being: 
thus .prepar’d, they rufh’d on furioufly upon: 
the Indians; who gave them a ‘full Volley of : 
their.Arrows, which yet did no Execution, the 
Spaniards being: cover’d with Bucklers of a 
very hard Sort of. Wood. Aftet fome Ops 
pofition, they all fled and left their Town, 
to the Spaniards, who found: there Bread and’ 
ether Provifions to ferve thém a’ Year, be- 
fides feveral valuable Commodities, as Cot- 
ton Blankets, on which the Natives» lie, 
Veflels of Wood, and Earthen Ware, Gold 
Chains; and: Plates. This Wealth overjoy’d 
the. Chriftians, who purfuant to their Vow, 
built a Church, in Honour of. the Bleffed 
Virgin, and a Town, which became after- 
wards one of the ftamoufeft in the new 
World. 


Lope 
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Lope de Olano having found out a rich and 
fruitful Vale, with the Confent of the reft 
of his Company refolv’d to take the Veffels 
in Pieces, in order to fettle in the Indies, 
and never more think of returning into Spain. 
Accordingly they began to fow ZÆfxz or 
Indian Wheat and other Grain, that they 
might have fomething to fubfift on ; for they 
had till then fuffer’d the utmoft Extremity 
of Want, having for the laft fixty Days fed 
only upon a few Herbs and Roots, without 
finding fo much as good Water to drink. 
Befides that they were often hard put to it 
by the Natives, a fierce People, with whom 
they could not obtain the leaft Commerce, 
and who daily kill’d fome of them with 
their poifon’d Arrows; fo that of fix hun- 
red that imbark’d in Spaiv, they were now 
reduc’d to fourfcore and five, the reft being 
all dead for Want, or elfe kill’d in the finall 
Ingagements they had with the Izdians. How- 
ever they built, the beft they were able a {mall Nombre 
Fort, which they call’d Nombre de Dios, or the de Dios 
Name of God, which has been fince one of the wir. 
richeft and moft confiderable Towns in the 
Weft Indies. 8 


CHAP. XIV. où 


The Adventures of Captain Roderick 
Colmenar and the Misfortanes he met 
with in his Voyages. 

Oderick Colmenar fet out from Hifpanio- Oe à 
| la, on the Thirteenth of Offober, in the mor. 

Year 1510, carrying De hundred Men ane TURE. 

with 
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with him. He dire&ed his Courfe towards 
the Continent, and arriv’d on the Coaft of 
Paria in the Month of November ; where he 
fent a Boat afhore to take in Water. Here 
they obferv’d a Mountain of a prodigious 
Height and cover’d with Snowy tho’ it is 
within ten Degrees of the Equinoctial. Com- 
ing afhore, they founda good likely Man, 
cloath’d in Cotton .Cloth, attended by twen= 
ty others, all of them clad like him. On 
His Shoulders hung a fhort Cloak, which did 
not reach below his Middle, and under this. 


Cloak was a Veft, or Robe reaching down 


to the Ground: He drew near the Spa- 
niards, and feem’d by Signs to advife them, 
not to take of that Water, becaufe it was 


not good, and they might find better a lit- 


tle higher; but the perfidious Wretch had 
laid fix hundred of his Men, arm’d with 
Bows and Arrows in Ambufh, who fell up- 
on the Spaniards, as they were going about 
to fill their Veflels with ‘Water, and fhot 
their Arrows fo dexteroufly at them, that — 
they wounded fix and forty in the Twink- 
ling of an Eye, before they could have Time: 
to look about, or put ‘themfelves in a Pe- 
fture of Defence, then they feiz’d the Boat 
and beat it to Pieces. Their Arrows being 
poifon’d, all the. Spaniards dy’d of their 
Wounds, but one; feven others hid them- | 


. felves in a hollow Tree, but the Ship failing 


Miferies 
of Spani- 
ards about 
Uraba. 


that Night, after this Misfortune, it is to 
be fuppos’d, they were all deftroy’d by the 
Indians. | 

Colmenar arriving at Uraba found the 
Spaniards there in ‘the moft lamentable Con- 
dition in the World, ftarving with Hunger, 
and having nothing to cover. their Naked- 

he : nefs;, ; 
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nef, befides that they were at Variance a- 
mong themfelves, the: Batchelor Evxecifo and 
Vafco Nunez difputing about the Government. 

To pacify them both and obviate all thofe 
Difordérs, it was refolv’d to go feek out 
the Commander Mcueffa, who had been ap- 
pointed Chief over them. ‘They found that 
unfortunate Captain at the Foot of a Moun- 
tain, where he was labouring to build a 
{mall Fort. :: He had. brought fix hundred 
and'eigty five Men into the new World, and 
had now but fixty of»them left, who were 
ftarving for Hunger, and fcarce able to ftand 
upon their Legs. It is wonderful, that having 
_ been at the. Head of fuch a Body of Men, 
well arm’d and provided with all Neceflaries 
for undertaking of any confiderable’ Expe- 
dition; and being befides in a very rich and 
fruitful, Country, in the Midft of feveral 
good Indian Towns; yet this Commander 
chofe rather to ftarve for Hunger «with all 
his Men, than to attempt any bold Under- 
taking. Thofe who. fhall happen to read the 
Expeditions afterwards made into that fame 
Country, ‘with much fmaller Numbers of 
Men, cannot ‘but lay all this Captain’s Mis- 
- fortunes uponthis own! Indifcretion and Want 
of Capacity, and it may well be concluded 
that he wanted both Ingenuity and Cou- 
rage. Colmenar was mov'd to Compaflion 
_ when he faw the miferable Condition thofe 
People were reduc’d to, and embracing Ai- 
cuefla, with’ Tears in his Eyes, told him, 
that the Spaniards ‘who had fettl’d at Sarre 
Maria del Darien, defir’d him for their Gor ree 
vernour, hoping that he would put an End © © 
to their Divifions by his Authority. When 
Nicuefa had ailittle fatisfyd the Hunger 
DUR | I 2 that 
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_. that tormented him, he began to rail bitter- 
ly againft the Spaniards of Darien, declaring 
that he defign’d to feize upon the Gold they 
had, which no way *belong’d to: them, being 
no other than the Plunder of ‘his Collegue 
Hojeda. The Spaniards being inform’d of 
his Defign, met and with great Threats 
oblig’d him to get Aboard a Brigantine, 
with only feventeen Men, of the fixty he 
had brought. This Outrage was condemn’d 
by all Men of Reputation, and from that 
Time Nicueff4 was never more heard of; 
but it was believ’d he perifh’d in his Paf- 
fage to Hifpanicla, whither he was going to 
complain of the Infolence of Vafco Nunez. 


.., All Colmenar’s Provifions being fpent, his 

They JTE Men and he were forc’d to it the 
and bis Fa- Neighbouring Country, like hungry Wolves, 
_ mil to feek out fomething to fubfift. on. Va/co 
Nunez and Colmenar, at the Head of an 
hundred and fifty Men, march’d towards 

the Province of Cuiba. : They made Appli- 
cation tothe Cacique Careta and would oblige 

him with mighty Threats to find:them Pro- 
vifions. He told them, that the: Chriftians 

who had pafs’d thro’ his: Dominions before 

them had taken away what he had, and 

that his People had not gather’d in the 
Harveft, becaufe the Cucique Poncha made 

War on him. The Spaniards never regard- — 

ing the Reafons alledg’d by the Cacique, 
plunder’d his Village ; took him Prifoner, 

with his Wives, his Children and. all his Fa- 

mily, and fent them away to Darien. A- 

mong them were found three Spaniards, very 

fat and ftark naked, they had fled eighteen 
Months before, from the Cammander cape 

an 
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and had taken up among the Z#dians, who 
treated them very courteoufly. F4/c0 re- 
turning to Darien, threw the Batchelor Encifo 
into Prifon and feizd all his Effects, be- 
caufe he had made himfelf a Governour in - 
the new World, without any Commiffion 
from the King of Spain; but the Chief Men 
in Darien procur’d’ his Liberty and Leave 
for him to go away in a Ship. | 

To put fome End to all thefe Diforders Cacique 
it was refolv’d to fend a Deputation to the Poncha 
. Viceroy of the Indies, which was the Sonpl##derd. 
of the late Chriffopher Columbus and to the 
Council of State for Inftructions how to be- 
have themfelves under the Misfortunes they 
were in. In the mean while Wa/co Nunez, 
who could not endure to be idle, concer- 
ted his Meafures with the Cacique Careta 
his Prifoner, for making War on the Ca- 
cique Poncha, his Neighbour, upon Condition, 
that being reftor’d to his Liberty, he fhould 
joyn with the Spaniards and furnifh them 
with Provifions. The Jzdians in thofe Parts 
do not make ufe of poifon’d Arrows in Bat- 
tel, but of long Swords, made of a bard 
fort of Wood, and of Spears with very 
fharp Points of Bone. Being thus agreed 
- they March’d to attack the Cacique Poncha, 
who fled upon the firft approach of his E- 
nemies, and they plunder’d his Village, where 
they found feveral Jewels and Ornaments 
of Gold, wrought after the Jzdian Manner. 

They took no more of the Booty than they 
could carry away upon their Backs, having 
no Carriages, and that Cacique’s Village be- 
ing above fifty Miles from Darien. For 
this Reafon they refolv’d, from that T ie 

OT- 
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forward not to make Waron any Caciques 
but thofe who were near the Sea or Ri- 
vers, that they might remove their Goods; 
and other Commodities. in their: Boats and 
A friendly Ships. rain of De 
Cacique. They agreed to begin their Conqueft with 


and Meat, of Wooden and Earthen Veffels, 


the Province of Comagre, where there is a 
delightful Vale about fix and thirty Miles 
in length and all encompafs’d with Moun- 
tains. The Cacique hearing of the Approach 
of his Enemies, made ufe of the Mediati- 
on of three Spaniards, who had been: found 
with the Cacique Careta, to make his Peace 
for him; fo that the Chriftians enter’d his 
Country in friendly manner. He came to 
meet them with fix of his Sons, handfome 
Men and all Naked; conducted them to his ~ 
Houfe and entertain’d them with all pof- 
fible Demonftration of perfe& Friendfhip. 
Before this Caciques Houfe was a handfome 
Square of an hundred and fifty Paces every 
Way, where they might fit in the fhade, 
They went thro’ a Portico an hundred and 
fifty Paces in length and eighty in breadth, 
fupported by many Pillers or Columns of 
Wood, very well wrought, all the other 
Sides of the Houfe were alfo hemm’d in with 
Trees. In the Midft of this Portico was 
a.great Gate, which led to a large fquare 
Hall, at the End whereof was the Cacigue’s ~ 
Bedchamber, within this there were two o- * 
ther. Rooms, in one of which the Cacique’s \ 
Wives lay; the other was full of dead Bodies — 
dry’d up and ty’d acrofs to Stakes with 
Ropes of Cotton. Oppofite to thefe two « 
Rooms there were three others, full of Loaves 


of 
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of the Wine they make in that Province, 
and Fruit of all Colours anda moft exquifite 
Taft... The Slaves.were in another Apart- 
ment, with thofe Officers, who had charge 
of all thofe Things, which were for the 
Support of Life. ‘The Floors were curioufly 
wrought, and all:the: Structure was. cover’d 
after the Manner of a Pavillion with Herbs 
and Leaves fo clofe lay’d together, that no 
Rain ‘could ever pierce it. ny’ ; 
The Spaniards ask’d the Cacique, why he Bead Bo- 
kept fo many dry’d Bodies, who anfwer’d, des, pre 
‘That they were the Carkafes of all the/’?* 
Caciques ‘his Predeceflors, and then fhow’d - 
them his Father’s, which he preferv’d with 
great Refpectt. Thefe dead Bodies were 
cover’d with little Cotton Sheets, wrought. 
with Gold. The eldeft Son of the Cacique : 
by his looks feem’d to be a Perfon of | 
fingular Judgment and Difcretion. He told 
his Father, that it was requifite to make 
very much of and fhow all Poffible Kind- 
nefs to thofe Nations, who only live by 
War and Rapine, that they might have 
no pretence of doing him any Harm, as they 
had done to his Neighbours. And obferving 
that they minded nothing but gathering of 
Gold, he added, That they ought to give 
Fafco Nunez. and Colmenar all the Gold they 
had, with’ fixty Slaves to ferve them. The 
ufe of Slaves is very common among the 
Indians: they take them forcibly one from 
another and exchange them for Commodities, 
having no Knowledge of any Coin. | 
When the Spériards had got together all... 
the Caciques Gold, they laid it out in a,,, dd: | 
fpacious Place, to divide it among them, fes much 
after laying afide the fifth Parc for the Gold. 
King 


92e 


The General HISTORY 
King of |Spain. This Dividend could not be 
made without much contefting, fo that at 


Jaft they came to Blows. The Caciques Son 


growing into a great Paflion, to fee them 
quarrel among themfelves, threw the Scales 
and the Gold, fome one Way and:fome : 
another, faying, What a Shame it is for you to 

be fo inrag’d, about fuch an Inconfiderable 
Trifle; if you are fo greedy of Gold and if that 
is the Occafion of your Difturbing the Peace of 
fo many Nations, I will fhow you 4 Country 
that is full of Gold where you may glut your 
felves , but you muft ingage fome powerfut 
Caciques, and particularly him of Tumanama, 
whofe Country à but fix Suns from hence, fo 
the Indians call Days Journeys. You will alfo 


find Nations of the Temper of the Caribes and ~ 


Canibals, who eat Men and live without Laws, 
or acknowledging any Sovereign.  Thele give 
Gold for Mento eat. For our Part, we make 
no more Account of Gold than of Duff. The 
Inhabitants of thofe Coafts, tho they are naked, 
as we are, yet have they Ships, which fail as 
yours do, and their Difhes and Porrengers. are 
of  Maflive Gold as ours are of Earth. The 


young Caciques Words made fuch an’ Im- 


preflion on the Minds, of Colmenar, and 
Wafco Nunez, that they were impatient to 
be gone to the Place, where they might find 
fuch Plenty of Gold. They return’d him © 
thanks for his Advice, and ask’d feveral. - 
Queftions concerning the Meafures they 
ought to take to fucceed in their Defigns, and 
to fubdue thofe Nations. 


CHAP, 
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The Cacique Comogor caujes himfelf to be 
~ Baptiz’d with all his Family. Vatco Nu- 
néz difcovers many Indian Habitations, 
where he finds abundance of Gold-Plates 
and Chains of great Value. 
OU may learn the Truth of all this, 4Cacique 
continu’d the Cacique, from Perfons who ory 
have made this Voyage ; but to fhow you, ad-~” ALES i 
ded he, that I deal fincerely by you, I offer my : x 
felf to accompany you, and am willing you 
fhould kill me if I deceive you: I'll put my felf 
at the head. of my Father’s Soldiers to affift 
you and drive away our Enemies. The Chri- 
_ftians encourag’d by thefe Words of the wife 
Son of the Cacique Comegor, confented to all he 
propos’d to them, and by the Affiftance of 
three Spaniards, that ferv'd as Interpreters, per- 
{waded him to turn Chriftian. The Father ha- 
ving agreed to it, was namd Charles, and all 
the Family follow’d his Example. Vajco Nunez 
then went aboard a Brigantine and fome Cas 
noos with a Hundred Men; they found in 
their Paflage feveral Habitations of Indians, — 
whofe Lord was nam’d Aiba. Thefe Huts were 
full of Bows and Arrows, and fome Plates and 
_ Chains of Gold. The Chriftians carried away 
all they found arid put them into their Canoos, à a 
but they were foon attack’d by fo furious a. 2 
Tempeft, that they were oblig’d to fling all iato 
the Sea, and divers Barks perifh’d with all that 
were on Board them.. En, de à É 
 Whilft Vafco Nunez was thus miferably dealt The Spa- 
with, Colmenar Saild towards the Mouth of a niards 
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great River: He there found an /rdian Town — 
with 700 Habitations, but the Cacique fled at . 
the approach of ‘the Eurepeans: Afterwards 
changing his mind, he came down with his Men 
Be Wooden and fet on his Enemies with long Wooden 
| -Swordsang SWOtds and Lances; for his Jedians did not un- 
N  Lancs, derftand the Ufe.of.Bows and Arrows They 
| were foon routed, and the Cacique Abenamachei 
fell into the hands of the Spaniards with the 
»» Chief of his Men. A Spaniard nam’d Raya was 
‘left to Guard the Country of this Cacique ; but — 
~whether he was prefs’d by Famine, or more than 
ordinary defirous to find Gold, he foon quitted 
his Charge.Whilft he wason his March,a Neigh- 
bouring Cacique, one Abraibas, having intelli- 
gence of it, laid an Ambufh for him of feveral 
Indians in a Very thick Wood : On the Spaniards — 
approach they fell upon them, andimmediately © 
kilf'd Raya with two of his Companions: The « 
others defended themfélves by help of the Thick. 
nefs of the Wood, till fuch time as they got in- 
to the Plain where the Jnd:ans durft not attack 
them, by which means they efcaped to their 
Potts. The Judians ftrip’d the three Soldiers 
they had kill'd and took their Arms, which they 
made a Prefent of to their Cacique, who arming 
a great number of his Men, went refolutely to 
attack the Spawiards in their Pofts. We fhall fee, 
faid he, mhat thefe Men, fo greedy of Gold, are, | 
who come fo far to diflurb our Repofe. As good © 
luck would have it, fome other Spaniards who © 
had been at, the Caribbee Mflands, return’d but ! 
the Night before this Attack was to be made. 
In fhort, a yreat multitude of Jvdians coming ! 
down with Bows and Lances, fell upon the : 
_ ,Chriftians with great fury, thinking to furprize’ 
“them, and, not believing they were near the 
ns waümber they were; but.as foon as hee ; 
Tu 1 their 
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their miltake, they began to Retreat with:as com; 
much Precipitation as they came on: The Spa- 
niaras entirely routed them, and kill’d and 
took feveral of them, except the Cacigues who 
made their efcapes. The Prifoners were fent.to 
Work ia’ the Mines of Darien. _ ot 
~ The Indians enrag’d at this ill faccefs, re: 4 Con/pi- 
folv’d to revenge themfelves come what would racy de- 
of it, but their Defigns were deteéted in the ‘eed and 
manner following: Among the Prifoners that 2“0/o'4. 
Vafco Nunez, Governor of Darien, had taken; 
there was one, a Beautiful young Woman, who 
became paflionately in love with him ; fhe had 
a Brother who had liberty to come and fee her 
as often as he pleasd, and who one day fpoke to 
her as follows: Aty dear Sifter, faid he, you fee 
the Infolence and ill Treatment we every day under- 
go from the Chriftians, which has oblig’d the Xn- 
dians to League together to the Number of § or 
6000, ia order to attack them at an appointed day + 
I beg of you to avoid that Time, and to RAI 
me, that you may not be involv’d in the common 
Maffacre. The young Indian, fo foon as ever 

fer Brother was departed, ran to Vafco Nunez, 
and gave him an Account of all fhe had learnt 
concerning the Defign the Caciques had form’d » 
to deftroy the Chriitians. . Nuzez underftand- 
ing this Confpiracy, went with Sixty of his 
Men well Arm’d to take a view of the Cociques, 
end in his March, meeting with an /#diar with 
feveral Domefticks and divers Women, he fet 
upon them and took them Prifoners. On the 
other hand Colmenar went likewife out upon 
Difcovery with Sixty Men whom he put in 
Chaloops, having for Guide the Brother of the 
beautiful Indian Woman who had a kindnels 
for Vafco Nunez: He Conducted them directly 
to Tichiri, where all manner of Preparations 
OS © K 2 were. 
| 
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were making for the deftruétion of the Chri. 
ftians. They entred the Huts, where they 
found great Quantities of White and Red 
Wines, and Bread and Provitons of all forts, 


which they took. They feiz'd likewife upon 
him whom the /ndians had chofen for their Ge- 
-neral, and having ty’d him to a Tree, toge- 


ther with four others that were Heads of the 
Confpiracy, they fhot them to death with Ar- 
rows, for a Terror to the reft : This Example 
had that effet on the Indians, that ever after 
there was no Infurrection ia thefe Provinces. 
The Spaniards ftay’d fome time at Tichiri, to ~ 


‘confume the Viétuals and other Provifions they 


found there. 


eet pean} 


CH À Poo XVE 
Juan Quincedo avd Colmenar return into 
Spain, to infirm the King of their New 


Difcoveries, and to Tranfport Colonies 
into the New World. % 


oe return’d to Darien, they thought it 
advifable to fend Deputies into Spain, to 
inform his Catholick Majetty of the Affairs of 
the Indies, and to demand frefh Succours, that 
they might penetrate farther towards the South. 


Palo Nunez. would willingly have undertaken — 


this Embaffy ; but his Friends advis’d him a. 


gainft it, for fear he might not in fuch cafe, 


return any more to the Indies. They pitch’d 
therefore upon Juan Quincedo for that purpofe, 
whowas a Manof Authority, and his Catholick 


Majefty's Treafurer in thofe parts: This Perfon 
‘Jeaving behind him a Wife and Children at 


Darien, 


| 
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Darieny they did not doubt but he would re- 
turn, and for his Encouragement they gave him 
Colmenar for a Companion. In their Voyage 
they learnt that a certain Scholar, one Aucifo, 


125 


_ had met with, near the Mland of Cuba, a Cacique Wonders 


who was turn'd Chriftian, and who receiv’d him ° 


_ very kindly. He carried him to a Place where ” 


he had built a Chappel in Honovr of the Holy 
Virgin, where he had an Altar, before which 
he proftrated himfelf every day, repeating fe- 
veral times the Words Ave Maria, which were 
the only ones he retain’d. This Cacique, added he, 
had for a long time had with him a Spazifh Sol- 
dier, by whofe affiftance he had brought all the 
Neighbouring Caciques to reafon: This Soldier 
wore always upon his Breaft the Image of the 
Holy Virgin, which the Cemi’s could by no 
means refift, Thefe Cemi’s among the Indians] 


ndian 


_ are Images of the Gods that they Worthip, Sages. 


which reprefent Devils with Horns and other 
horrible Shapes.” They are fometimes obferv'd 
to tremble and fall at the approach of the Image 
of the Blefled Virgin, to which the Baptizd 
Indians are accultomd to offer Gold Plates and 
Chains, with Baskets of Fruit and other: Edibles 
: through a certain kind of Devotion. 


One day, as this Cacique was about to give 4 Hfira. 
Battel to his Enemies, it was agreed on both cle, and 
fides, that the Images of our Lady and the ‘/</#- 


Cemi’s fhould be expos’d; That two Indians 
fhould be Bound, on this Condition, That 
in cafe the Cemi’s had the virtue to unloofe 
the enchain’d Indian that belong’d to them, 
then the other fide fhould fubmit to their 
Power; whereas if the Image of the Blefled 
Virgin perform’d this Miracle, her Autho» 
rity was to be acknowledg’d. This being 
thus agreed on, both Armies retir’d to wait 
, K 3 the 
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the Event: Then began the Baptiz’d Cacique to 
cry out with great Confidence, Bleffed Mary 
come to my. Affiftance ; whereat a Majeftick Wo 
man clad in White appear’d, who approaching 
the enchaind Jndian, ftruck him with a Wand, 
and his Chains unloofed. ‘The oppofite Party 
feeing this were aftonifh’d , yet not being fully 
convincd, they demanded he fhould be bound 
once more, which being accotdingly done, the 
Miracle was repeated with all its Circumftances, 
in the prefence of an infinite Number of: People 
who were able to give Teftimony of the Truth 
of it. © The /ndiuns, that were’Enemies to thé 
Cacique, feeing this, made Peace: with him, and 
demanded to ‘be Baptiz'd.. The Scholar Ancife 
fedt them two’ Priefts he: had along with him, 
who Baptiz’d a Hundred and Fourfcore of them 
‘imone Day: Every dan upon his: receiving 
\ Baptifm, gave the Prieft that Baptizdohim a 
Puller, fome Salred Fifth, and fome Loaves... » 
A new ‘Quincedo and Colmenar being, arriv'd‘in Spairi, 
Governor gave'King Charles can Accoiist of their Depu+ 
of the In- tation’: He namd Pedro Avia for Governor of 
dics. thé Jadies, and gave him 1200 Soldiers to fup. 
hs thofe that were dead. The:Arch-bifhop of 
Burgos, towhomithe Spiritual Demefhsiof the 
277 had been granted, had ‘the care of pre- 
paring the Fleet, which departed in the begia- 
fins of the yéar: 15: 41 Great aumbersiof Peo~ 
“ple came from all Parts to» go on Board . this 
Fleet, and thofe not only Young but Old, whofe 
Avarice hadvenclia'’d them to undertake: this 
Voyages: [twas found neceflazy taifofbid any 
‘to.go, but fnch! as had exprefs Pernmiifion from 
Court, wbichwas: granted only to! young. Spas 
#iardrs. in confideration of the' Admiral who was 
_ Son to thé deco sb on as Columbus, Reena} 
IRAN CE à iJ 
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Pedro Avia the new Governor, had Married ais Mi- ; 
young Lady of great Merit, and Birth, named fortes 
Hfabella Boadislia, Daughter to, the Marquifs a 
Amoia. Although fhe had been brought up with, 
all the Tendernefs imaginable, yet when the 
faw her Husband about to depart for the Indies, Vs 
neither the Perils of Death, nor any other Exe 
tremity, could hinder her from accompanying 
him. The Fleet was no fooner got to Sea from ane 
‘Sevil, but it was attack’d by a furious Tempelts | 
Two Vellels immediately Foundred, and they 
were forc'd to throw overboard great part of 
their Merchandizes and Provifions, to fave the 
reft. They return’d to the Port of Sevil from 
whence they came : The King’s Officers refitted 
them with all diligence, and they at laft fet Sail 
again with a favourable Wind. This Fleet was 
Commanded by Giovanni Vefpucio a Florentine, 

a Perfon well skill'd in Sea- Affairs which he had 
learnt of Americus Vefpucius his Uncle, with 
whom he had made feveral long Voyages. 
This Americus Vefpucins was the firft who Sailing 
- towards the South, by order of the King of 
Portugal, difcover'd vaft Countries , having : 
pafled as far as the soth Degree of Southern ' 
Latitude. ‘ 
-- Whilft the new Governor Ava was ‘purfa- Indians 1 
“ing his Voyage, one Captain Tinzone, who had hes Peace 
accompanied Columbus in divers Enterprizes, 1 
penetrated a great River of frefh Water, where 
he found a large quantity of Pearls. Being Large 
arriv'd near Cumana and Manacapana, the Lords ties 
_and Inhabitants of the Country went into Boats ° die 
made out-of one Piece of Wood, and endea- 
vour’d vainly to oppofe his Defcent with Ar- 
rows: But when they heard the Thundering of 
the Ships Artillery, a Sound they had never 
«heard before, they were feddenly fill’d with 
Lu K4 Ter- 
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Terror, and obligd to a precipitate Flight, 

The Spamards putting themfelves into their 
Boats, Kill’d fome, took others Prifoners, but 
the greateft part efcap’d by Swimming. The 
Lords of the Country feeing this Diforder a- 

mong their Men, and fearing leaft the Spaniards 

fhould burn their Habitations, thought proper 

to fubmit to them, and humbly beg’d Peace. 

The man- Yn order to obtain it, they laid upon the Shoar 
ner of it» divers Gold-Plates and Chains, with Pots full 
of Incenfe containing about 2600 Pounds, and 

Odd Birds. a great Number of Birds all different in Co- 
lours and Figure from ours of Europe. They 

Cotton- offer d likewife Cotton-Cloth of divers Co- 
Cloth. Yours, with Fringes or Strings, from whence 
hung fmall Plates of Gold: The fight of fo 

great Riches appeas’d the greedy Spaniards, and 
made them to have a better opinion of them. 
The Trees of this Country are fill'd as full with 
Parrots. Parrots, as ours in Europe are with Sparrows 
‘and fuch like Birds. This is a very agreeable 
fight ; fome are altogether White, others Red, 
and others of different Colours ; Some again 
are as large as Capons, while others are no big- 
ger than Sparrows: They have all different 
Melodies in a very entertaining manner. The 
Habits. Men are cover’d with Cotton-Cloth down to 
ns their Knees; the Women are Habited in a 
more flight Stuff, which reaches from the top of 

the Head to their Feet. | 
IndianGo. The Inhabitants of thefeProvinces change their 
vernors. Governors everyYear, whom they Stilein their — 
Language Chiaconi, that is, the moft Honoura- 
ble; and to whom they pay fuch Obedience, 
that they Maflacre without Mercy all that re- 
fufe it. Five of thefe Ch'aconi came to pay a 
Vitit ta the Spaniards, prefenting them with 
Fruits and Birds, and a {mall quantity of ps. 
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for which they receiv’d in return, Chriftal 
Drinking-cups and Glafs Beads, wherewith 
they were infinitely delighted ; they put them 
about their Necks with -great Joy. The 
Spaniards, at their Departure, took fome of 
thefe IJndiaws on board them to teach them 
Spanifh, that they might, for the future, ferve 
them as Interpreters. at | fC 


Conte’ ARP ew ake 


Of the Differences that happend between the 

~ Caftilians avd Portugueles concerning 
the Navigation of the New World. The 
two Parties chofe Pope Alexander VI. to 
determine them. A 


W Obn King of Portugal, Predeceflor to Ema- Differen- 
nuels that then reign’d, had caus’d the firft ces be- 
Difcoveries to be made in the Ocean; wherefore Aie 
thePoreuguefes thought themfelves priviledg'd to ae 
forbid the Commerce of any other Nations with gyeres, 


thefe Countries newly Difcover'd. The Ca/ti- 
lians on the other Hand, faid, God had given 
the Pofleflion of the Earth to Mankind indiffe: 
rently, and that confequently Chriftians might 
lawfully eftablifh themfelves wherefoever they 
pleas’d, difcover new Countries, and take Pof- 
feffion of ‘ them.” After long Contefts, both | 
Parties agreed to ftand by the Decifion of Pope | 
Alexander Vi, promifing on either Side to re- 
main in Peace, till fuch time as that Judgment 
was pafsd. Queen J/abella govern’d the King- 
dom of Caffile at that time, in conjun@ion with 
her Husband Ferdizazd : She was a Princefs of 
FAR AY | : ex TP 
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uncommon Virtues and confummate Prudence, 


‘and moreover Cofen-German to Yohx King of 


Adjufied 
by the 
Pope. 


Portugal. The Pope, to decide this. grand Quar-. 
rel, publifh’d.a Brief, by which he divided the 
World into two Halves, that is to fay, drew a 
Line from. North to. South, pafling over the | 
Mflands of Cape Verde, fo call'ä from a Promon- 
tory of Africa of that Name, and from thence 
DRE during the Space of 360 Leagues 
Weftward, penetrated the Terra Firma of the 
West Indies, a little diftant from the River Ala- 
yagnon, where the Boundary of the Caftilians and — 
Portaguefes was to be, that is tofay, that the 
Partugueles fhould have for, their Share, all that 
was compris’d within the Space of 180 Degrees 
of Longitude, advancing towards the Eaft,. and 
the Ca/filians as many Degrees of Longitude to- 
wards theWeft. Now becaufe the Cape of St: Au- 


 gujfine on the Terra Firma,was within the Limits 


of the Portuguefes, Vincenzian durit not go above 


ri Seven Degrees. beyond. it ; but return’d into 


Spain, toibeg: of. the King the Government. of 


- the Mland-of St. febn, which was inhabited by 
~~ Chriftians, altho’ it was not far diftant fromthe 
.. Udandsiof: the Caribbees.; if 


Maffacres 
in the I- 
fland of St. 
‘John. — 


| | tre 
“This, Mand: was govern’d: by a: Son;of the 
Count of Cérmogna, .a Man of Wit and Courage. 
He choféaicommodious and fpacious Port where 
he mightfettle a Colony,’ and build a Fortrefs. 
The Canibals of the adjacent: Iflands fearing the 
Neighbourhood -of the Exropeays, arm’d, them- 


- felves with Bows and Arrows, and coming in 


Canoos unexpected, pour’d upon the Chriftians — 
with:that2Fury, that they Maflacred almoft.e- 
very one’ of them, together with the Governor. 
Having-fo/.done,. they loaded. their Boats with 


dead Bodies;,andrerura’d back,overjoy’d at. the 
Booty they:had got, ‘as being fafficient Food, to 


fubfitt 


LE 
4 
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fubfft them for a long time, The Bifhoponly 
and his Domefticks had thegood Fortune to ef- 
cape ; for getting into. the Woods, they were 
not perceiv’d by the Camibals. The Pope had 
already fent five Bifhops to the New World; -.., pi. 
thefe were, a Fryar of the Order of St. Francis, pops fent 
to. San Domingo of New Spain, a Dottor, mam’d to the In- © 
Pedro Suarez, to the Fort of the Conception 5a dies. 
Monk of Tolede, of the Order of St. Dominick, 
to Cuba; a Preacher of the Order of St.vFrancis, 
one Juan Cabedo, to: Darien; and) laftiy the 
Licenciate, Alfonfo Manfo, to Fort St. ‘Fobn: 
This laft Perfon having efcap’d the. Fury of the 
Ganibals, retiv’d to a Cacique of the Country, 
who was a Friend to. the Chriftians; and who 
accordingly conducted him and his Attendants. 
to Hi/paniola. Some few: Months’ after, the 
Canibalsscame and invaded the Country: of this 
Cacique, taking him and Maflacring him, toge. 
ther:withiall his Subjects; and, without depart- 
ing from the Place, roafted and eat the dead 
Bodies. : Before they retir’d they fet Fire to 
his Habitation, which was foon reduc’d to A fhes. 
The Reafon they gave afterwards for-this Cruel 
Proceeding, was,that Cacique’s having murder’d 
Seven of their Companions, whom they fent 
jato this Illand to make Canoos, the Trees being 
longer and ftraiter there than elfewhere there- 
abouts. They carry’d away the very Bones of 
this unhappy Governour whom they had thus 
kill’d and eaten, that they might fhew them to 
the Wives and Children of their deceas’d Seven 
Companions, comforting themby this Barbarous 
Spectacle, and the Revenge they had taken on 


their Enemies. ©” 


Admiral Chriftopher Columbus, before he dy'd, ? vagus of. 
advis’d his Catholick Majefty to plant the prin- ee ee 2 

_ Gipalof his Colonies, inthe Provinces of Bera- New An- 
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Fruits. 


Mirabo: 
dans. 


Hogs. 
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gua and Uraba, becaufe there were to be found 


the greateft number of, and the moft commodi- 
ous Ports: Beragua was afterwards nam’d Caffi- 
lia @ Oro; and Uraba, New Andalufia. Houfes 
and a Church were built there; and a Bifhop 
was fent thither, to inftruc& the Indians in the 
Catholick, Faith. Grains of all. forts were 
brought to Sow the Land, as likewife to pro- 
duce good Fruits, of which, in a fhort time, 
there was great abundance; for Cucumbers, 
Melons, and Pumpions grow and become ripe 
there in Twenty Days; Lettice, Sorrel, and 
other Herbs, will be ready to gather in Ten. 
The Fruits of the Country are excellent, and 
among the reft, thofe of a Tree which the Jn- 
dians call Guaianaba, which produces Apples 
fomething like ours of Exrope, but more incli- 
nableto the Shape of a Citron ; another Tree 
call'd Guarabana, bears a fort of Fruit like A/e- 
lous; but of fo exquifite a Tafte, that none of 
our Fruitsof Europe can came near it. This is 
what the King of Spaiy faid of them, when one 
of them was prefented to him, which had been 
carefully kept during the Voyage. All the 
Woods are fill of thofe Plums which the Phifi- 
cians. call A@irabolans, which are dryd to 
make Ufe of upon Medicinal Occafions : 
Hogs, by eating of this Fruit in the Woods, be- 
come exceeding Fat ; their Flefh is firmer, and 
of a more exquifite Relifh than ours. 


VilaBeap » TheNumber of Animals equals that of theFruits: | 


ana Mon- 


There are to be found in the WoodsLions, Tigers, 


ffrous Ani- Lynxes, Foxes, Stags, and monftrous Animals; a- 


wials. 


mong the reft, there’s oneof thefe laft as largeas 
an Ox ora Mule, but fomewhat inclin’d to the 
Shapeof an Elephant; he has long Whiskers,Hoofs 


like a Horfe, and hanging Ears like an Elephant, | 


but fharter. Many Rivers empty RUE | 
ve the 
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thé Gulph of Uraba, whereof one is exceeding 
deep, and above four Miles broad, the Spaniaras | 
term it Rio Grande, or the Great River : Great RioGran- 
Numbers of Pheafants and Peacocks are to be de. 
found onits Shores, but of Colours very diffe- ys and 
rent from ours. There are many other Sorts of Birds. 
Birds, whofe Melody is charming, and Taft ex- 
cellent. The Quantity of Parrots of all Sorts 
and Sizesis infinite : But the Spaxiards who goto ~ 
the Indies, apply themfelves to fomething better 
than Bird-catching. 

Vafco Nunez underftanding that the Iahabi- vatcoNu- 
tants of the Southern Sea coafts, heap’d up year-nez’s Ex- 
ly abundance of Gold, he thought of nothing Pedttion ro 
more than vifiting thofe rich Countries : He ie Jouias 
was a Perfon of great Courage, and had been gs) 
in War during the whole Courfe of his Govern- 
ment; he had likewife often expos’d himfelf in 
Duels for Honour’s fake, and had always come 
off Vi@orious ; but now his Heat of Youth be- 
ing fomewhat abated by Age, he became more 
Prudent, and fought to make his Fortune : His 
Generofity, his great Actions, and his no lefs 
extraordinary Bravery, had procur’d him the 
Government of Darien. Having underftood 
that his Catholick Majefty, to whom he was 
become fufpected, had fent Pedro Avia to be 
Governour-General of the Indies, he refolv’d 
to go on a Difcovery of the South-Seas, endea- 
vouring, by fo important a Service, to appeafe 
‘the Anger of his Prince, now excited againft 
him; or at leaft to procure great Riches and 
Honour to himfelf, by which he might render 
his Name Famous to Pofterity. Being thus re- 
folv'd, he chofe 200 Men out of the moft ve- 
teran Soldiers of Darien, and among thofe that 
_ were newly arriv’d from Spain , who, like their 
Leader, being poffefs’d with a Defire of getting 

Gold, 


134 


= 


TheGeneral HISTORY 
Gold, departed from Darien the Firft of September 
1513. In a Brigantineaud Twenty Canco:, toge- 
ther with feveral Indians, their Friends, who 
had a mind to fhare in their Adventures. They 
were fo wife as to carry Hatchets, Mattocks, and 


- other Inftruments of that kind, along with 


them, to open their Way crofs the Woods. 
They went by Sea as far as Coibz, where the 


Cacique Caretta, who was Nunez’s Friend, liv’ds 


Receives 
Submifion 
and Pre- 
fents. 


Before they march’d towards the Mountains; 
their Commander would have them fall on their 
Knees, and beg the Almighty’s Affiftance in 
their Expedition. aie | 

Under this good Omen he continu’ d ‘his 
March, and went dire@ly towards the Territo- 
ries of the Cacique Poncha, but he fled before 
him; yet by Means of fome Jndians he was’ ta- 
ken Prifoner : He return’d, and made fome Pre- 
fents to Yafco, giving him all the Goldhe had, 
for he had been plunder’d but the Year ‘before. 
Vafco made him a return of fome Glafs Beads, 
which the Indians wear about their Necks and 
Arms as great Ornaments: He gave ‘him alfo, 
fome fmall Lookinglaffes, and two Saws, which 
thofe People make great account of; as ferving 
them to Saw down Trees, which they: make 
their Canoos of, by hollowing them with certain 
fharp Stones that they find in the Rivers ; for 
they are abfolutely unacquainted with any other 
Metal but Gold. The Cacique, to teftifie the 
greater Friendfhip for Vafco, gave him feveral — 


Indiant, who were better acquainted than his 


Men with the Mountains where the ‘Gold was, 
and who ferv’d to carry the Provilions om 
their Shoulders: They muft of ‘Neceflity pafs 
through divers rude and’ ‘inacceflible Places, 
where there was neither Way, nor Path, nor 
Hut to be feen. The Neighbouring a 

ave 
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them is. ufelefs, for they are altogether ignorant 
ofthe Ufe of Money: They fatisfic themfelves 
with what is juft neceflary to fupport Life, which 
is the Reafon that there are no Ways found a- 
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have no Commerce between them ; Gold to No Com- 
merce A 


mong Ine 
dians, 


mong them, from one Place to another. But _ 


aSthefe People are perpetually on the Watch; 
to deftroy one another, they have fecret and 
obfcure Places, where they lay themfelves in 
Ambufh, to furprize Paflengers. Thefe Indians 
were of great Service to Nunez, ‘in making 
Ways through the Bufhes and Mountains: dis 
vided by Torrents and Rivers, over: which they 
were frequently oblig’d to lay long Bridges, that 
ali the Company might pafs. 


G H alah ot XV 


‘ 45, A 
Wales Nunez Pesetrates as sha as the D En 
vince of Efcaragua, where the Indians 
attack him. He afterwards difcovers the 
 Soath-Seas ig. the Top of 4 high Moun- 
tain 


T would be difficult à defcribe cas partie Valco 


cularize all the Hardfhips, thefe Peopleun-:72##s ing 


derwent in their Expedition, both on account of 
Fatigue, and want of Neceflaries. The Cacique; 


of the Province of Efcaragua, at the Head of a. 
great Maltitude of naked Indians, arm’d with. 


Bows and Arrows, attack’d then : They had. 


sg os 


likewife fome Spears, and a fort of Wooden« *~ 
fwords very hard and long, with which they: 


laid about them Might and Main; they us’d the; 


Bows with great. -Addrcfs, and feldom fhot with: : 


out 
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‘out killing. Thefe Indians planted themfelves in 
. the SpaniardsWay,to hinder their going forward, 
and demanded of them with great Fiercenefs, 
and many menacing Words, Whither they were 
going ? Letting them know, by an Interpreter, 
That they would Maflacre them every Man, if 
they did not inftantly return back: Then began 
the Cacique immediately to let fly at the Ewro- 
peans ; who foon return’d the Compliment with 
Muskets. The Jndians, upon hearing the fright- 
ful Noife the Fire-arms made, thought they were 
Arrows fent from Heaven,which frighten d them 
fo, that they incontinently fled, nay, fome were 
fo aftonifh'd, that they could not move a Step, 
and confequently were taken Prifoners. The 
Spaniards killd above 600 of them with their 
Swords, among whom was found the Cacique 
himfelf : His Houfe was iminediately Plunder’d, 
| being full of Provifions and other Neceffaries. 
4 The Cacique’s Brother, and divers Indians, his 
Friends, were habited like Women, being ad- 
| diéted to that abominable Vice againft Nature, 
fo that they were not permitted to draw a 
j Bow, or go to the Wars, nor exetcife any Em- 
J ployments that belong’d to Men ; but continu’d 
in the Houfe, where they perform’d the Funéti- 
be ~ onsof Women. Vajce could not enough admire, 
| that a People, who liv'd fo liardly, drank nos 
thing but Water, fed upon Maiz-bread, Roots 
and Fruits, could be capable of fo great Softs: 
Does fe- nels, and fo infamousa Vice. He caus’d them — 
' vere Fu- all to be hang'd, to the Number of Fourty, and : 
Slice upon afterwards had them torn to Pieces by his Dogs, 
ay 9- that were accuftom’d. to hunt the Indians, like 
Se wild Beafts. The Inhabitans of the Place fee- 
ing the Chaftifements that ANusez inflided or 
thefe infamous Wretches, feiz'd others of them, 
that had conceald themfelves, and ipitping in 
+ their 
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their Faces, hurry'd them to Va/co, to be put to 
Death. The Courtiers only were infected with 
this abominable Vice, which had not yet been 
communicated to the common People. One of 
the moft ancient Inhabitants of the Village, lift- 
ing up his Hands to Heaven, faid, The Sun, 
whom he ador’d, was incens’ d againft the Indians, 
becaufe of this deteftable Vice ; and he verily be- 
liev'd, it had occafton'd the Tempeffs. and Storms 
that had of late deftroy’d their Harvefts, and re- 
duc’d them to fo great Calamities : But for the fue 
threhe hop’d, after the Chaftifement and Death of fo 
many guilty Wrerches, the Sun would reftore them to 
bis Favour, and no longer be displeas d with that 
Nation. Thefe Words pleas’d Vafeo very much, 
and he condemn’d to Death all fuch as were 
brought him, and convicted of this abomina- 


ble Crime. | 
He obferv'd that thefe People were naturally pei a <P 

docible, and that there would. be no great, 

Trouble to Civilizethem, provided they were andBlacks, 


but carefully inftruéted : He alfo found they 
had Courage, andlov’d War, which made him 
fhew great Kindnefs to them. This Country is 
barren, confifting only of Mountains and Fo- 
refts, with fomeValleys. Thofe that inhabit the 
Mountains, cover themfelves to their Wafte, 
and fometimes below, with Cotton-cloth. 
TheirHabitations are cover’d with Leaves ; and 
they endure the Cold wonderfully, whichis not 
_a little Sharp upon thefe Mountains: Thefe 
Leaves being dry’d, become hard, and may be 
few'd together. There are among thofe People, 
fome Slaves that are all Black, wkereof there 
~ wasa Clan abouttwo Days Journey off: They 
are naturally more barbarous and cruel thar the 
a Inhabitants, with whom they have per- 
Petual War, and whom ad Murder, where- 

| ever 
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ever they catch them. The old Inhabitants fay, 
thefe Blacks came from foreign. Countries, and 
that they are not natural Indians, eitt: 
Valco Altho’ this Country was not above fix Days 
0 086 Journey from that of the Cacique Poncha, yet 
on, the Spaniardsemploy’d Twenty-five about it, by 
_ . reafon of the Difficulty of the Paflage ; fo that 
they did) not arrive there before the 26th of 
September: . Vafco order’d his Followers to ftay 
at the Foot of the Mountain, whilft he went up 
alone, referving that Honour to himfelf: When 
he wasa top, and had firft caft his Eyes on the 
South-Seas, he fell on his Kuees, and kifs’d the 
Ground thrice, adoring and thanking God, that 
he had been pleas’d to referve that great Dif- 
covery for him, which would for the future be 
of fuch Benefit to Europe: He then made a 
Siga to thofe that were below, to come up. and 
participate of his Joy; he order’d them like- 
wife to’ fall on’ their Knees and thank God on 
...>.their Parts, for the great Treafures and Riches’ 
that open’d themfelves to their View ; All the 
neighbouring Valleys refounded with the Cries 
and Acclamations they made. Then they rais’d, 
by Vafco’s Order, a great Heap of Stones; 
whereon they fix’da Crofs, to ferve as a Memo-: 
rial, that they had firft diftover’d from 
thence the Southern Seas.. Astheywent down,: 
they cut the Name of Caffile upon feveral Barks 
of Trees. Pei 
Procuvres The Cacique Chiappa waited with a great. : 
theFriend- Multitude of arm’d Indians for Vafco’s coming 
Bip of an down, to fight him; but when he heard the 
Enemy. oife of the Muskets, which the ‘neighbouring 
Eccho’s render’d yet niore terrible, and faw 
the. Fire and Smoak, he turn’d Tail and. fled. 
There were but few kill’d of his: Men, becaufex 
Nunez hada mind to gain their Friendfhip, that 
| they 
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they might aid him in the Difcovery of thefe 
rich Countries. He enter’d the Houfe of the 
Cacique, which was built in the Form of a Pa- 
villion, with great Trecs, and cover’d with 
large Leaves: He took off the Chains from fe- 
_veral Indian Prifoners, and order’d them to go 
and bring back the Cacique, proffering him his 
Friendship, and feveral Prefents. The Czcigque 
return d, and was honourably receiv’d ; he had 
Prefents made him of Glafs Beads, which the 
Indian Women are very fond of. In return, 
the Cacique prefented Vafco with Gold Plates, 


and gave him moreover divers of his Jzdians to — 


condu& him to the South.Sea-coalts, where he 
arriv’d Four Daysafter. - | 
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He took Poffeffion of them with all the So- 7akes mp. 
lemnity poffible,in the Prefence of thofe that ac /e/ion of 


company’d him,and in the Nameof hisCatholick #e Sourh- 
Majefty, whofe Efcutcheon he fet up in four ”” Co 


different Places, and drew up an authentick Aé&t 
of what he had done. This being over, Nuzez, 
with Fourfcore of his Men , the Cacique and 
fome of his Izdians, went into Nine fmall Boats, 
and, having pafs’d a River, enter d the Country 
of the Cacique Coquera, who thought at firit to 
make fome Refiftance ; but was foon beaten, 
and put to Flight: However, he was at length 
perfwaded to yield and fubmit to Vafco, whom 

é thereupon prefented with fome Gold he had 


in fmall Pots. Va/co enter d his Village with 


his Followers, and repos’d himfelf there for 
fome Days. The Cacique told him of a neigh- 
bouring River, about 60 Miles long, now call’d 


the Gulf of Sr. Michael: \tis fall of inhabited ~~ 


Iflands and defart Rocks. Vafco had a great 


mind to go and difcover that River, tho’ the /!™%for-  * 


Cacique acquainted him withal, it was impoffible 


tunateEx- 
peditionup 


to Sail there, by reafon of the frequent Storms, à River, 
: - Bia 


where- 


? 
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wherewith it wasagitated. His Courage how- 
ever never fail d him, nor was his Piety to be 
furmounted by any Obftacles; He faid, He 
truffed in the Affiftance of the Almighty, ana 
would freely Sacrifice his Life in the Search of new 
Difcoveries, that he might propagate the Gofpel, and 
gain Riches enoughto fight and deftroy the Enemies 
‘of the Faith, hefe Words altogether inclin’d 
his Companions to be of his Mind, fo that they 
all went on board Nine Camoos for that Expe- 
dition. Having fail'd fome Leagues up the Ri- 
‘ver, the Water began to grow White, foam 
and {well confiderably, fo that the Waves re- 
fembled Mountains: Their Boats being but 
fmall, ill equippd, and little capable to refift fo 
furious a Tempeft, they knew not what to do, 
being neither able to go forwards, nor back- 
wards, fo that they look’d upon one another 
with great Confternation ; but the Cacique Chie 
appa, and his Jzdiaws that accompany’d him, 
were moft frighten’d, as well knowing the 
Quality of the River, and the Dangers they 
were to encounter. At length, however, by 
hard Rowing, they arriv’d fafe at a {mall De- 
fart-Ifland, where having landed, they faften’d 
their Boats as well as they could, and then cut- 
ting down Branchesof Trees, fpread them up- 
on the Ground to Repofe themfelves ; but the 
Water fwell’d fo, during the Night, that the 
Ifland was almoft wholly cover'd over with it, 
infomuch that they were forc'd to fly to a 
neighbouring Mountain for refuge. 
Heefcapes. The Inhabitants of the South.Sea-coafts fay, 
+ navrowly. this River Flows and Ebbs every Day, and that 
it has a Flux and Reflux much like that of the 
~ Ocean on the Coafts of France and Spain: 
When it Ebbs, it leaves divers Rocks difcover’d, 
which feem fo many Iflands ; but when it Fete | 
| they 
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they are cover’d again. As foon as the Day ap- 
pear’d, and the Waters retir’d, the Spaniards, 
returnd to the Place where they had left their 
Boats, but they tound them all funk, and full 
of Sand ; nay, moft of them with Holes beaten 
through them, by the knocking of one Boat 
againft another, altho’ they were made of one 
Piece of Wood: The Cordage was likewife 
broken, which laft Defe& they fupply’d by 
Rinds of Trees, and certain Sea-weeds, which 
were flexible and ftrong ; thefe Weeds ferv’d 
them alfo, to ftop up their Leaks, fo that the 
Weather becoming Calm, they venturd to Sea 
again ; for this River could be term’d no other. 
They were half dead with Hunger ; for as foon 
as the Tempeft began to rife, they threw their 
Provifions over-board, to lighten their Boats. 
Soon after they had fet fail, they heard a Noife 
upon the Water, which frightend them fo 
much the more, in that the Winds were down. 
The Indians acquainted them, the Water of this 
River running with Impetuofity, during the | 
Flux and Reflux, and beating againft the Rocks, 
was the Occafion of that Noife which they 
heard at fo great a diftance. | 


C H A P. XIX. 


The Remainder of Nafeo’s Expedition to the 
South-Seas, and his Return to Darien. 


7 aaa great Fatigues, they at length arriv’d Gus — - 
at the Territories of a Cacique, call'd Friendhig 
Tumacce, where they tarried feveral Days: 2th 4 
They found that Cacique in Arms ; but they C2cique 
foon put him to Flight, and he was wounded in 
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the Conteft. The Dread he had of the Eurce 
peans, hinder’d him from coming to them, tho’ 
they defir’d it of him by means of fome Jndians 
they had with them: However, he fent his Son; 
whom Va/co receiv’d very Civilly, and gave him 
good Cloaths, Glafs-Beads, and other Prefents. 
He thereupon return’d to his Father, and gave 
him, an account of the Goodnefs and Humanity 
of the Spaniards: The Cacique feeing his Son 
clad after the European manner, took Courage, 
and went toVa/cowith a great Number of Jn- 
dians, Who carry’d divers Pieces of Wrought- 
Gold, and 240 very large Pearls,. with a great 
Quantity of leffer ones. The Sight of fo great 
Riches, made the Spaniards amends for all the 
Fatigues they had füftain'd ; neverthelefs, the 
Pearls were not fo fair as they onght to have 
been, by reafon the Natives did not underftand 
the Secret of taking them out of their Shells, : 
without letting them come near the Fire, which 
they brought them to for the fake of the Fifh, 
that they efteem’d much better than the Pearls. 
The Cacique obferving what Value they fet upon 
his Pearls, immediately commanded divers of 
his Indians that were about him to go and fifh for 
more ; they obey’d, and in a fhort time return’d 
with Twelve Pound weight of them, as well 
great as fmall, and which were exceeding 
White, becaufe they had not come near the 
Fire: {n exchange, they had feveral European 


+ Trifles given them, wherewith they were 


charmd. The Cacigre could not fufficiently 


. teftifie his Joy for the coming of Vafco, with 


Is diffwa. 
ded: from 
ON/EX b= 


41310 _ ef very Proud; They are irreconcileable to 


whom he contracted a ftrif* Friendfhip 

Altho’ thefe Caciques go commonly naked, 
lead miferable Lives, and want for the moft part 
the greateit Neceflaries, yet are they neverthe- 


one 
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one another, and do each other all the Mifchief — 


they can. Tumacco told Nunez, thé better to ob-) 
tain, his good Will, That in that Gulf. of 
St. Michael, there was an Ifland much larger 
than all the reft, govern’d by a very powerful 
Cacique, who every Year rais'd an Army, with 


which he came in an infinite Number of Cavoos, 


and ravag'd all the Coafts of thé Guif, Mafla- 
cring the Jzdians, and carrying them away Pri- 
foners. This Ifland, quoth he, is not above 
20 Leagues; but it extendsa great way, even 
out of the Gulf, and is wafhd in feveral Places 
by the Ocean. There are Pearls commonly 
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fifh'd there. that are to the full as large as, _.. 
- Beans or Olives. This Newsextreamly pleas’d ris, 


— Vafco,who told the Cacigues Tumacco and Chiappa, 
He would immediately go and Conquer that rich 
Country, and give them the Dominion of it. 
The Two Caciques endeavour'd in a very obli- 
ging manner, to diffwade him from fo danger- 
ous an Enterprize, or at leaft advis’d him to 
defer his Refolution till a more convenient 
Juncture ; for, that at that Seafon of the Year, 
Storms were fo frequent, he could not well put 
to Sea without an evident Rifque of Perifhing. 
Vafco faw plainly this Advice was fincere, for he 
eafily obferv’d how high the Sea was, and 
with what force the Waves beat againft the 
Shores. | 


During the little time he was on the Coafts of A great 


the Gulf, he faw great Inundations of Rain, 
with Winds that threaten’d to over-turn all; 
fucceflive Thunder and Light’ning flew fromthe 
_ Clouds, and Torrents roul’d down from the 
Mountains with that Impetuoufity, that they 
carry’d away Trees Roots and ali, and Rocks 


had never feen the like tempeftuous Weather, 


L 4 _ and. 


Tempefi. 
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and faid, They beliew’d the South-Sea (commonly 


Pearl-fifhe 
Inge 


Great 
Quanti- 
ties Zd- 
ther'd. 


call’d the Pacifick Ocean) wasin fo great a Rage, 
meerly on account of the Arrival of the Chriftians. 
Vafco then judg’d it advifable, to defer the 
Execution of his Projet till the following 
Spring : But having underftood that the Cacigues 
Tumacco and Chiappa had,in the Neighbourhood, 
very proper Places to fifh Pearl in, whither the 
other Jndians had not Permiflion to come, he 
defir'd them to fend thither fome of their 
Fifhers that could go to the Bottom of the 
Water, when the Sea was Calm, where ’tis faid 
the greateft Shells lye ; as for the middle fort, 
they were to be found fomewhat off the Shore ; 
but the fmaller fize, lay generally about it. 
Chiappa, to comply with Vafco’s Defire, fent 
Thirty of his Indian Fifhers accordingly, to 
whom Six Spaniards were joyn’d, to learn the 
Art of Pearl-Fifhing. | 

The Place aflign d for this Purpofe was about 
Ten Miles off the Caciques Houle, but as the 
Sea was then pretty high, they had not the 
Courage to dive in the deepeft Places ; they 
contented themfelves to gather up thofe Shells 
that were about the Shores, which were in fo 
great Quantities, that Six /udians were loaded 
with them. Thefe Shells were open’d, to take 
out the Pearls, and the Jndians eat the Fifh of 
them, which the Spaniards joyn'd with them in, 
perhaps through Hunger, becaufe they had not 
eaten for fo long atime: To fpeak Truth, thefe . 
Pearls were not larger than Peas, but they were © 
exceeding White and Clean. | 


Valeo fers  Vafeo having inform'd himfelf of all he.was 


eut for 
Darien. 


 defirous to know, refolv'd to return to Darien 
with his Companions, but that by another Way 
than hecame. The Caciques embracd him with 
all the Tokens of a fica Affection, we 
€ 
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he promis’d them to return fpeedily and put 
his projected Enterprize in execution. They 
defir’d he would leave his Sick Men behind, and‘ 
they would fend them to him with a good 
Guard as foon as they fhould be recovered of 
their Indifpofitions. 

They departed, and fome time after entred poe; fe- 
the Country of a Cacique nam’d Pacra, a cruel vere Fu- 
Perfon, and a profefs d Enemy to the other €4- fice upon 
ciques : They pafs’d thro’ wild Places and large 4vers So- 
Forefts filfd with Lions and Tigers, which the °°™"™* 
Indians, by reafon they are Naked, fear exceed- 
ingly. This Cacique who had already heard of 
the Europeans, fearing they were now. come 
to chaftife him for his Cruelties, fled inconti- 
nently. What molt afflitted the Spaniards in 
their March was, the Fears they were under, 
that they fhould die with thirft through the 
great Heats they underwent on thofe fteril and 
parch’d Mountains: God comforted them in 
their Diftrefs, by caufing them to find in their 
way a large Grotto, wherein was a Fountain of 
Frefh Water, with which the Jndians that ac. 
companied them fiild the Pitchers they carry’d 
on their Backs. They were defirous to pafs 
the Night there, but the /ndians diflwaded them, 
by telling them the Lions and other wild Beafts 
of the Forefts, were accuftomed to come thi- 
ther a Nights to drink, This made them Tra- 
vel‘on, and they at length arriv’d at the Houfe 
of the Cacique Pacra, but found no body there. 

His Subjects however came in crowds, and 
brought them all manner of Provifions, rée 
counting to them the heinous Crimes of this 
Cacique, and how he had lately Ravith’d four 
young Women that were Daughters to a Neigh- 
bouring Lord. Vafco.refolv’d to take him ei- 
ther by Force or Art: He brought his sor be 

| about 
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about by. terrifying him with Menaces. He | 
came accompanied by three Neighbouring Lords, 
addicted: like. himfelf to that abominable Sin, 
and, furrendred himfelf to Va/eo, who has fince 
faid, he never faw one of a worfe Mien or a 
more wild Afpeë, infomuch that he rather re- 
fembled a Beaft than a Man. /a/co immediately 


“caus’d him and hisCompanions to be Bound, 


telling them, He would hear what Complaints — | 


came in agaiaft them, and do Juftice upon them 
accordingly.. The Lords and People of the 
Neighbouring Countries came in fhoals to ac- -: 
cufe them of enormous Crimes, as violating 

their Daughters and all the young Men that fell 

into their Hands.” Vafco condemn’d them to be 

devour’d by Dogs that he carried along with - 
him, who in a moment eat them to the very 

Bones.. Before he put them to Death, he de- ~ 
manded of them where their Gold was? They 
anfwer’d, ‘They had none, nor had ever trou- 
bled their Heads about getting any. They 
could be brought to fpeak no more. The fe- 
verity Vafco pra@is’d towards this infamous Ca- 
cique, procur’d. him the Love and Efteem of all 
the Neighbouring People, who thereupon fur- 
nifh’d him with Provifions and Gold in great 
abundance. A Cacique, one Bononiana, lifting 
up his Hands to Heaven, told Va/co, he had by 
this piece of Juftice, deliver’d the Country of a 
cruel Enemy, and an infupportable Tyrant ; 
and that for the future they and their Pofterity 
might have hopes to live in a profound Peace, © 
fince the common Difturber was ridded out of 
the way... He beg’d Ya/co to accept Prefents 
from him, which he offer’d with the utmoft 
good will ; and moreover acquainted him, that 
Couatry abounded in Gold, and that he tel 


— 
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find it either in Plates in the Indians Houfes; 
or in Chains about their Arms or Necks. … 

Vafco and his Companions underwent great Meets 
Extremities afterwards, they could. meet with great Di/- 
nothing to eat but wild Herbs and Fruits ; they oe (a 
_ were moreover oblig’d to clear the way with ”#/47%° 
their Hatchets through Bushes: and Bryars, and ‘ey 
ever now and then were forc’d to cut down 
Branches to throw on the Boggs to render them 
- paflable, which the Jndiaws had been frequently 
{wallow’d up in for want of that Precaution. The 
difficulty of Travelling in thofe Countries has 
been one caufe that neighbouring Caciques have No Com- 
no Commerce with one another: The others are, 77e 7e 
that they always look upon each other as Ene= 7°76 0° 
mies, and endeavour to make Slaves of as many 
' of them as they can get.Our Adventurers arriv’d 
at length at the Houfe of a Cacique nam’d Bucche= 
bua,who was retir’d into the Woods; but he gave 
the Spaniards to underftand, it was out of a Con- 
fufion he had for not being able to receive them 
in fuch manner as they deferv d, having nothing 4 
to give them to eat; however he fent to F4fce 
a Prefent of fome Gold: The Spaaiards, after | 
they had fatisfied their Hunger the beft they 
could with Roots and Water, left that Place. 

Not far off they met with feveral Indians, who 
prefented them, in the name of their Cacique, 
with Thirty Pieces of flatted Gold, fomewhat 

like the Cover ofa Chalice: This they faid they 

did as an Acknowledgment for the Service had 

been done them by exterminating the wicked 
Caciques. The Indians make ufe of thofe Plates Gold 
to adorn themfelves with: They faften them Pts. 
about their Necks, and let them hang down 
upon their Breafts. They gave the Spaniards 

to underftand by figns, that there was in the 
Neighbourhood a certain Cacique who poffeis'd 
eae ip a great 
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a great deal of Gold ; That he was a very cruel 

Perfon, and did his Neighbours all the Mifchief 

he could; That if the Chriftians would but 

Conquer his Country they might find immenfe 

Riches, and get the Good will of all the neigh- 

Va bouring Countries, and for their own Parts 

Valeo re- they offer’d, that if Paco pleas’d, they would 

fufes to begin the War themfelves. Fafco thank’d them 

War onafor their Prefents and Good will, and gave 

Cacique. them four Saws with which they were charm’d, 

and which they made more account of than of 

all the Gold in the World. He aflur’d them in 

a little time he would return to their Country 

with powerful Succours to fubdue their Ene- 

Guftoms. mies. The Indians of that Country live very, 
hard, they neither make nfe of Table, Nap- | 

kins nor Pots ; in one Hand they take a piece 

of Maiz-bread, and in another a morfel of Salt 

and Broil’d Fifh: They rarely eat any Meat: 

When their Fingers are greazy or dirty, they 

rub them againft their Feet or their Sides ; but 

they often throw themfelves into Rivers to 

cleanfe their Bodies. | 

The Spaniards parted from this Country load- 

ed with Gold, but very much opprefsd with 

Hunger : They arriv’d next at the Territories 

of the Cacique Pocchorrofa, where they refted 

themfelves Thirty Days. This Cacique prefent- 

ed them with great quantities of Gold and 

many Slaves: He was told he would be obligd 

to pafs over into the Country of the Cacique 
Tumanama, a Perfon dreadful to the Indians; _ 

but the Spaniards found his Power too weak, and 

therefore refolv’d to goand attack that Coun- 

Surprirts try themfelves : For this purpofe Vafco with 6o 

another “Spaniards and a few Indians march’d all Night, 

yoni hw and at Day-break fuddenly furpriz’d the Cacique, 

Pelee whom they feiz’d with Fourfcore of his Cues 
DINES, 
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bines that he had rob’d other Caciques of : All 
the Indians his Subjects were clofe in their Hutts 
without thinking of any thing. Thefe Hutts 
which are divided from each other, are made 
of Wood, and cover’d with Straw or Herbs: 
That of the Cacique was Sixfcore Paces long, 


and Fifty broad. The Indians infulted Tumana- y barba: 
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ma, and Spit in his Face as foon as they faw him you Cu. ; 
a Prifoner, it being their Cuftom to ufe the/tom 


Unfortunate fo. Great Rejoicings were made 

all around for the downfall of this Cacique who 
was univerfally hated. Wa/co, to frighten him, 
_ threatned to throw him into the River, upon 
which this unfortunate wretch fell on his Knees, 
and humbly befought him to forgive him, tel- 
ling him, that his Enemies had given an ill 
Character of him purely out of Malice; but 


that if he would be pleas’d to fpare his Life, he 


would give him a great Quantity of Gold: 
Moreover he protefted he had never done any 
harm to the Chriftians, being always affraid of 
their Swords, which, he faid, would cleave a 
Man in two at one Stroak. Whilft he was talk- 


ing after this rate, all the Gold Chains and is 


Bracelets found upon the Concubines wese 
brought to Va/co: The chief Men of this petty 
State likewife brought theirs ; but they al pro- 
tefted they had their Gold from other Coun- 
tries. The Cacique was pardon’dnby F’afco, 
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Pre CHAP. xx, Oe 


Of. the Difcoveries made by Gon, Here 


~nandez of Oviedo,» and the Riches ae 
ame ae a up in his Expedition. | 


IS Catholick Majefty fent this Perfon: to 

the Indies to Melt down the Gold taken : 
out of the Mines, becaufe he was very skilfut 
at it. Being arriv’d at a Port inhabited by 
Fifhermen , he began to confider their Nets 
made of Cotton, and their Lines made of the 
Rinds of Trees, which were faftned to Stakes 
that they ftuck into,the Sand when they Fifh’d. 
They had.in their Hutts great Quantities of. 


Dried and Salted Fifh, which they kept there 


ready to be tranfported to other Countries; 
He likewife obferv’d they had Pots, Spoons, 
and earthen Trenchers very well wrought, and 


great Urns of the fame matter, all Painted with 


different Colours, Red and Blue; and others 
with different Figures of Animals and Plants. 
The Walls of thefe Hutts were cover'd with 

fine Matts made of a fort of Cane, very loofe, 
and fmall ftrings of an Herb: This Tapeftry 
ftain’d with feveral Colours; had a very agree- 
able effe& on the Eye; and what was furpri- 


zing was, that you fhould fee upon it the Fi- | 


uresof Lions, Tigers and Eagles, very natural — 
and well defignd. Their Cotton Coverlets 


- were Painted and diverfified after the fame 


manner. Over their Doors. they hung a great 

number of ftrung Shells, which when mov’d by 

the Wind, afforded a not unpleafant found. 
Hernanilen, upon his Landing at the Head of 

a Company of sein ale met firft with a ie go 

as 
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as big as a Goofes Egg, and a little while 

after with a very large piece of Ambercreefe : 

He moreover obferv’d divers precious Stones Precious. 
faftned to the Matts which the Indians cover’d Stones. | 
their Walls with: They bought them of remote 

Indians for fome Salted Fifh.Having entred aPlain 
three Leagues long and two broad, he obferved 

that the Hutts lay divided from each other Hurrs 
at the foot of Mountains, and all cover’d with 
Fruit-Trees. Divers little Rills ran from thefe 
Mountains and water’d the neighbouring Plain. 

They have in this Country fine Gardens and 
cultivated Fields, which they Water with Ca- o,,,7, 
nals made for that purpofe. The Air here is The Air. 
fo mild and temperate, that the Spaniards, who ° 

flept feveral Nights upon the River-fide with- 

out any Covering, felt no Inconveriency there * 
by it. The Streets of thefe Habitations aré Streets. 1 
ftrait, asif they had been drawn by'a Line. | We 
: Their Hutts were full of poyfon'd Arrows, py jn’ 

which the Spemsards burnt. In the Caves they arrows, 

found great Quantities of Venifon and Wild- 7,;7, 
Boar Pork, with which the’ Europeans made &¢. 
good cheer for feveral Days. They found allo _ 
great Magazines of Cotton-Cloth, and Fea-. 
thers of divers Colours, with which the Indians 
made Plumes to fet themfelves off: They pre: Plumes. 
fervein a Chamber a-part, the Bones and Afhes 

of their Lords ; the Afhes are kept ‘in Urns of Urns, 
painted Earth, There are fome that do not 

burn the Bodies, but content themfelves with 
drying them ,° ‘laying over them Cotton 
Covertures, to which-are faftned final] Plates of 
Gold. ‘The Exropeans made fine Plunder of all 

thefe Things : They likewife found great 

pieces of exceeding white Marblé, which feem’d Wroughs 
to have been wrought and polifh’d by fome Car- Harble. 
ver? This'furpriz’d the Spaniards very much, in’. 
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that the Indians have no manner of ufe of Iron: 
After having heap d up vaft Riches, the Spani« 
ards put to Sea the 15thof Jame, to return to 
Carthagena: They would fain have landed on 
fome Iflands inhabited by the Canibals, with a 
Defign to deftroy them; but the Sea ran fo 
high that all the Pilots in the World could not 
have effected it: Infomuch that in one Nights 
time they found themfelves above 40 Leagues 
from their Mark. Admiral Columbus, who firft 
difcover’d thefe Seas, obferv’d, that when he 
had a mind to Sound, the Lead would not go 
_ to the bottom, by reafon of the rapidity of the 
Rapid’ Current; and although he bad the Wind in his 
Currents. Poop, he could hardly fometimes make a League 

in an Hour, | - 
Their Even to this Day the true Caufe of thefe Cur- 
- Caufe va- rents has not been found out, no more than the 
vioufly Flux or Reflux of the Sea, which fome have at- 
guefsd at-+vinuted to the Sun, others to the Moon, and a 
third fort to fubterranean Winds, which blow 
p | the Floods to and fro. Some think thefe Cur- 
; rents are occafion’d by the Earth’s being higher 
à in fome Places and lower in others, fo thatthe 
Water has a natural Defcent with it; others 
are of Opinion they are caus’d by great Rivers, 
and a great Quantity of Earth and Sand which 
they drag along with them. One of the An- 
| tients remarkd, that the Currents which are 
obfervable in the Straits of Gibraltar, proceed- 
ed from the Oceans being lefs deep than the 
Mediterranean, by which means the Water ran 
from the higher Place into the lower. Thofe 
# that have Sail’d through the Weff-Indian Seas, 
and along the Shores of the Terra Firma, affirm, 
that in the Strait that feparates the South Sea 
from the North, near the Citiesof Panama and 
Nombre de Diosy fix Leagues above the bay 

| ; noëts 
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“Equinottial, during the ‘Space of about thir- 
ty Leagues.' There are very deep Caverns, 
thro’ which the Waters of one Sea run into 
the’ other Eaftward, and that this Motion 
is occafion’d by ‘that of the Sun. Others 
fay the Waters return by thefe Caverns to 
their principal Source in the Centre of the 
Barth, and, that when they abound too 
much they overflow ; and make to the 


Shores. ©" : | | | 
: Sebastian Cabot a Wenetian, mov'd with a 
 Defire of making new Difcoveries, after the 
Example of Columbus, fitted out two Veffels 
at his own Charges, and departing from a 
Port in England, continu’d failing till he faw 
the Polar Star elevated 55 Degrees. Heat 
laft came to 4 Sea fill’d) with great Flakes 
of Ice, which beating againft his Ships threat- 
ned him with Deftruction in cafe he pro- 
ceeded. The Twilight was there as bright 
as our longeft Days in Europe in Summer 
at Noon. In a word, Ice forc’d him to 
make to a Shore not far off, where he found 
a prodigious Quantity of large Fifh, which 
the Inhabitants of thofe Parts call Baccalai. 
The Manners of thefe People dre civiliz’d 
enough, and’ they go ‘ail cloath’d in Skins 
of Beafts: Cabot and his Companions took 
a great déal of Pleafure in feeing the Bears 
hunt thefe: Fifh, which they did in the fol- 
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The F ifh } 
Baccalaié 


lowing manner. There are upon thefe Coafts Hunted by 
many large Trees, whofe Leaves falling in- °°” 


to the Water, the Fifh come and fnap at 
them greedily. The Bears, who have no o- 
ther Food here, obferving this, lay them- 
felves in Ambufcade to catch them. As 
foon as the Fifh lift their Heads above Wa- 
ter to get the Leaves, the Bears throw in their 

wa, M Claws, 
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Claws, and if they cam but grapple them un : 
der their Scales, they will be: fure to bring: 
them to Land. But fome great Fifh have 
been» known to drag the Bears into the 
Water by meer force, when there has hap- 
pen’d a very» diverting Combat) between 
them ; fometimes one’s uppermoft, and then 

the other, but it generally happens the Bear. 
gets the better, and brings the Fifh to Land 
and devours him. Thefe Bears are by no 
means dangerous, nor do any manner of harm 
to the Inhabitants. 


— 


CHAP. XXI. 


Pedro Avia, Governour of the New World, 
gives Orders for facilitating the Navi- 
gation of the South Seas. An Account 
of the remarkable Piracies of Juan 


Aiora. | 
Pedro Edro Avia arriving at Ifla-fuérte with his 
Avia’s Are Squadron, all the Inhabitants fled up in- 


vival, to the Woods. The Spaniards enter’d their 
Huts, where they found great Numbers of 
WhiteSak. Mat-Paniers, exceeding finely wrought, fil’d 
with very fine white Salt, which. the Na- 

tives were wont to exchange with their 
Neighbours for other Commodities. They: 
obferv’d on the Rocks very large Birds with 

Strange Ted Throats, whofe Bellies were big enough 
Birds. to contain a Bufhel of Corn. One of thefe 
Birds fuffer’d it felf to be caught, : 

, i 1ea@ 
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died fome few. Days after. As foon asithe 
Governour arriv’d at Darien, Vafco gave him 
the beft Reception he could, with AZaiz- 

Bread and Salt-Hifh. The Cacique Caretta made 
him a Prefent of a very fine Veft withSleeves sytndian 
wrought. with Birds Feathers of various Co- ÿeft. 
ours, fo exactly that one would have fworn 
it had been of Silk. He gave him alf two 
large. Quilts of the fame Work. The Go- 
vernour return’d his Compliment by giving 
him a. Spanifh Jerkin and a Velvet. Hat, 
both which appear’d wonderful to the Ca- 
cique, who tarry’d with the Governour three 
Days, and eat as he did allthe while. What 
he feem’d, to be beft pleas’d with was the 
Wine and Bread. After Dinner the Gover- 
nour had every Day Mufick play’d to him, Effet of 
which. when) the Cacique fixft heard he lifted Mulick. 
up his: Byes, and Sighing faid, the Europe- 
ans were more fayour’d by Heaven than the 
Indians in that they had it).in their Power 
by fuch Sounds to raife their Dead Friends 
to Life. ..To.do him the greater Honour, 
the Governour caus’d a Squadron of Horfe 
well equip’d with fhining Armour and Arms 
to be..drawn up in Battalia This Sight 
fll’d all the Jndians with Joy and Admira- 
tion, to fee with what Addref the Eure- 
peas manag’d their Horfes. They were af- 
terwards.carry’d on Board the Ships, which 
gave the Cacique occafion to fay, he had in 
this Country, a large Sort of Trees in which strange 
the Worm.never bred by reafon of the Teese 
Bitternefs of the Wood, and which he had 
often experienc’d in his: Mao He added 
there were other Trees fo Venimous, that 
the bare Smoak of the Wood occafion’d pre- 
fent Death: — saab 
oa | arse, To 
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Three Forts To facilitate and fecure the Navigation 
buclts Gf the South Seas, the Governour built three 
Forts, one in the Country! of the Cacique 
Comagro, another in the Province of Poc+ 
chorrofa, and a third in that of Tumanama, 
and plac’d fufficient Garrifons in’ all three 
of them. He then fent out divers Captains 
by different Routes; and! among the reft a 
Cordovan Gentleman one Fuan Aiora, With a 
competent Number of Soldiers ‘and two 
Brigantines. This Perfon coafted along the 
Province of Comagro to get into the South 
Sea. He went afhore and came to the Houfe 
of the Cacique Charles who was a good Friend 
. to the Chriftians, and had been baptiz’d 

together with all his Subje&s. This Captain 
no fooner entred his Houfe but he carry’d — 
away all his Gold, and all the Furniture 
he could find. He moreover rob’d the Wo- 
men of their Cotton Habits, and Bracelets 
and Collars they had about their Arms 
and Necks. At his departure he rov’d along 
the Countries of other Caciques ferving them 
the fame Sauce, and exercifing the fame Vi- 
olences in all the Places where he came. 
The poor Indians feeing all this were glad 
to fcamper into the Woods to fave their 
Lives. Aiora after fo many Thefts and Rob- 
beries fearing, with Reafon enough, that he 
might be calld to an Account by the Go- 
PA vernour, he fled to: the Sea-fide where there 
lay a Brigantine, on which’ he went Aboard 
with his moft faithful Followers who were 
Accomplices with him in the fame Crimes. 
They fled with the Gold land Merchandizes 
they had got without any Bodies being able © 
to hear of them mores) :9 210 Gr EP 


Aiora’s 
Piracies. 


ve 
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The Governour likewife {ent Ga/por Moralez Moralez 
on: theïother fide of the Mountains towards ns NY ! 
the South, and the Ifland which is in the ii 
Gulph of St : Afichal where variety of large 
Pearls are found. He had 100 Men under 
his Command among whom were divers 
that had accompany’d Yafco Nunez in his 
Voyage to difcover the South-feas. Aforalez 
being arriv’d in the Territories of Tumacco 
and Chiappa, thofe Caciques made him great 
Prefents and told him they would afhft him 
in the Conqueft of the Jfland of Pearls Which fflana of 
was formerly call’d the J/land of Gold. ..They Pearls, 
furnifhd him with Provifions fafficient, but 
as they had but few Canoes, there could but 
Sixty Spaniards pafs over into the Iiland, 
whereof the Cacique having notice he came 
down witha great Number of Indians arm’d 
with Lances. and Wooden Swords, and oppos’d p79 4 p96 
their Landing, crying with-all their might swords, 
Guazzavara; Guazzavara, that is to the War 
with the Enemy. They attack’d the Spanzards 
with fo much Courage, and Bravery, that 
tho’ they were thrice repuls’d they came on 
again to the Charge ; but at length feeing 
the great Numbers of their Men that were 
kil’d they. retreated, and fled. : 

The Example of the other Caciques, his The Ca. 
Neighbours, at. length inclin’d him to feek fiane 
the Friendthip of the Spaziards and beg Peace. (gi Pease: 
He thereupon conducted, them to his Pa- 
lace, which. was perfectly well built. He pre- | 
fented the Governour with a Panier of A Panier 
Pearls weighing -at leaft 119 Pounds. . He% Pearls, 
gave him in Exchange Glafs Beads, and 
{mall Looking-Glafles, with which he was 
infiaitely well pleas’d. He had moreover divers 
Saws given him, which the Z#diars made more 


Very rich Seq. 


Jflands. 
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Account of than of fo many Mountains of 
Gold. They could not enough wonder that the 
Europeans fought after that Metal with fo 
great Greedinefs, and that they ‘fhould give 
fo many precious and profitable Inftruments 
for fuch Trifles: as Chains and Bracelets of 
Gold: The Cacique led. the Chief of this 
Expedition to the Top of a Tower, whence 
he might ‘on all :fides > view the South: » 
You fee, cry’d\ he, an infinite Number 
of little Iflands ‘all ‘belonging°to me. They! 
are’ vaftly rich, if to be fild with Gold 
and Pearls may be call’d Riches. All the 
Shores of thefe ‘Ifländs are’ cover’d with’ 
Mother of Pearl.: Now, continu’d he, if you: 
will but. confent to be my Friend, take 
as much of thefe things as-you pleafe. LE 
fet a greater Efteem on your Friendfhip, 


“than on all the Gold and Pearls in my 


Province, and for my Part I.do proteft to 
you folemnly, Iwill never break the Alli- 
ance I fhall make with vou. | 

Over and above all thefe fair Proteftations: 


Weighs “pthe Cacique oblig’d himfelf to give every’ 
Pearl paid Year to the King of Spair, an hundred: 


Jearly. 


Weight of Pearl which he the eafier engag’d 
to do in that he little valu’d fo precious a 
Merchandize, and could not think he by 


that means became Tributary to his Catholick 


Majefty. This Province, which is not above 


Great fix Degrees from the Equinoétial, is fo full 
Plenty of of Deer of all forts that the Spamzards could 


Deer. 


“La 


kill as many as they pleas’d without almoft 


‘going out of their Houfes. This Cacique 


p sist caus’d himfelf to be baptiz’d with his whole 


Family and would needs take the Name of 
the Governour Pedro Avia. At parting they 
gave each other Affürances of an inviolable 

1% Friend- 
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Friendfhip, -and the Cacique, lent. the Com- 
mander his, Cazces and» People to afift him 
‘An his Expedition, profering toaccompany him 
himfelf as: far -as..the Sea Shore... The Fifth 
‘Part of the Pearls was given to the King’s 
-Treafurers, and the reft equally divided a- yi 
‘mong the Spaniards. Among thefe Pearls there}, 8° 
‘was one as large as a Nut, which was. — 
aid afide till fuch time as it fhould be de- 
termin’d whom it belong’d to. This was 
vafterwards fold'to the Lady J/abella Boadilia, 

Wife to the Governour, who had the Cou- 

‘rage to accompany her Husband tothe New | 
World. :Thofe that went on this Expedi- 

tion were only able to. fay concerning it 

that the largeft Pearls were.to be found in © 

the deepeft Water, andthe lefler fort near 

-the Shore. . Pearl-fhells refemble in fome mea- 

fure a Hen that has many Eggs in her Bo- 

dy, from whence the moft perfec drop firll, 

and the reft remain behind till fuch tie re Ê 
‘as they are mature. -In like manner when»... À 
thefe Shells open the moft perfet Pearls al- 
ways ftart firft, and the others remain in 

the Shell till they come to a fufficient Ma- 

turity. It is to be fear’d many Pearls upon 
-dropping from the Shell, which they will do 

when they are ripe,have, been devour’d byFifh. 

Many Captains made Voyages to the Anorber 
South Seas’ after Æfralez: ; among others Expediz- 
Gonfalez, Badaghiozzo, who fail’d towards the‘: 
Weft in the Beginning of the Month of 
March, in the Year 1515 with 80 Men, and 
this by Order of the Governour Pedro Avia. 

A neighbouring: Cacique to the South Sea 
fied at. the Approach of the Spaniards. They 
fack’d his Village where they found fome 
Slaves, whofe Faces were painted black and 

| : M 4 red. 
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Cuftoms ofred. Thefe Indians make Holes in their 
Indians. Cheeks with pointed Bones, which filling up 

with the Powder of certain Herbs feveral 
Colours are difpers’d throughout the Face, 
which cannot afterwards be remov’d. The 
Spaniards carry’d off thefe Slaves, and load- 
Richesanded them with the Booty they had taken. 
Peay’ “AN thefe Countries are rich in Gold, the 
Earth is fat and fertile, and the Trees are 
laden with excellent Fruits. The Spaniards 
plunder’d all the Caciques they met in their 
Way, and took their Gold from them. No- 
thing efcap’d their Hands but what the 
Indians carryd away with them when they 
fled into the Woods and inacceffible Places. 
The Booty they had got was fo great that 
it loaded 400 Slaves. Going afterwards to- 
wards the Province of a Cacique nam’d Pa- 
rizza with Defign to plunder him, he laid 
“himfelf in their Way between two Hills 
Spaniardscover’d with thick Trees, at the Head of 
routed. 5000 Indians, who as foon as the Spaniards 
: came uplet fly at them with rhat good Will 
that above fixty of them immediatly dropt, 
which the reft feeing they fled, leaving the 
Field of Battle and all the Treafure they 
had got tothe Conquerors. After great Fa- 
tigues they at length arriv’d at the Port 
call’d Gracias a Dios where their Brigantines 
lay. They went on Board curfing their ill. 
Fortune, and foon after arriv’d at Dariez 
half dead with Hunger. The  Governour 
“having heard how it had far’d with them, 
refolv’d to go himfelf to the Province of the 
Cacique Parizza to revenge the Affront, but 
as he was then Sick the Execution of that 
nterprize was defer’d to another Opportu- 


GHAP. 


pity, 
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C HA P. XXIL 


Of the unfortunate Adventures. of Juan 
Solis. and..his Companions, [ent by his 
Catholick Majesty on thei Difcovery. of 


certain C oafts. 


Oralez Doctor of Laws and Official to his Expediti- 
k Catholick Majefty at Darien wrote in- 7" 
to Spain that an Indian who had efcapd ” 
-from Vaffallage told him, upon feeing him 
read a> Letter written upon European Paper, 

that thofe People where he had been a Slave, 

had Books and Paper made of Leaves of 
-Trees few’d together ; that their Towns were 
Walld round with large Stones, and that 

the Men and Women wore: Cloaths. © In 

this fame Year 1515 the King: of | Spaiz 
-equipp’d three Veflels, and. gave Orders to : 
Captain Fuaw Sol to. pafs the Cape of St. Vnfortz- 
- Auguftine diftant Six, Leagues from the Fqui-74te. 
nottial. This Captain after he had coafted 

along the Terra Firma for fome time found the 
-Antartick Pole elevated thirty. Degrees. See- 

ing one Day divers Jzdians with their Wives 

and Children Skipping about upon the Shore 

and making Signs to him to land, offering 

him feveral Things which they laid upon 

the Sand, he put out his Boat and went 

a Shore to difcover what fort of Country 

and People they were. But he was no 
fooner landed than a great Number of Ca- 
nibal-Indians came down thundring upon him, 

and his Men, having lain all the while in Am- 

| bufçade 
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Expediti- 
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bufcade. They furrounded the Spaniards in an 
Inftant and kil?d them every Man with 
their Bows and. Arrows, the Ships-Crew that 
were on board being notableto help them 
but remaining unwilling Witnefles of fo fad 
a Spectacle. Thefe Barbarians charm’d with 
the white Flefh of the Europeans cut it in- 
to Piécés and devour’d it half ¥Foafted and 
bloody, fo great was their, Appetite. for fuch 
unnatural Viands. The Ships Artillery how- 
ever quickly drove them up the Mountains 
but then they carried on their Backs in view 
the Heads, Legs and Arms of thofe unhap- 
py wretches they had maflacred: The Spa- 
niards foon after thought fit to retire with- 
out being able to revenge the Deaths of 
their Companions. dant 

Captain Fuan Ponce had the foregoing Year 
an Adventure fomewhat like this. His Ca- 


Ponds, "tholick Majefty fent him to deftroy the Ha- 


Ponce. 


bitations of the Canibals who made a bloody 
War on all that approach’d their Teritories. 
This Captain prompted by a Defire of ex- 
tirpating thofe Barbarians accepted with Joy 
the Command of two Vellels equipp’d at the 
Kings Charges for that Enterprize. He went 
on Shore at Guadaloupe ; the Canibals feeing 
fome Europeans arrive laid themfelves, after 
their Manner, in Ambuth to furprife them. | 
As foon as the Captain came a Shore with - 
his Men, the Canibals fet upon -them with 

horrible Crys and having kill’d moft of them, 


Alike un- the Captain being dangeroufly wounded 


fuccefsful. 


with an Arrow, retir’d to his Ships toge- 
ther with two only of ‘his Companions, who 
had the Mortification to fee their Fellows 
boil’d and roafted by thofe barbarous Fee- 
ders. From chat Time there has been no 
PA News 
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News of the Captain or his: Veflel but the 
other Ship return’d to Spain: | 


About this Time came Letters-Patents 2”mity be. 
from Spain conftituting Vafco Nunez Gene- ch M 
ral of Darien in confideration of his great Governor, 
Services, in the difcovery of the South Seas. | 
Thofe Letters, full of Commendations of 
Vafco, were read publickly, and being fo much 
to his ‘Advantage puff’'d him up fo that he 
foon fail’d in his Refpe& to the Governour, 
which made that Gentleman think of fe- 
cret Meafures to revenge himfelf. The moft 
confiderable Perfons of the Country appre- 
hending ill Confequences from this Difference 
between the Governour and Va/co, apply’d 
themfelves to a Fryar of the Order of St: 
Francis, a great Preacher, befeeching him to | 
endeavour to reconcile’ them. This Perfon 
to bring fo good an End about, offer’d Va/co 
the Governour’s Daughter in Marriage, but 
the Pride both of one and the other, would 
not fuffer fo good a Defign to take. 

'To avoid all» Difafters that might arife TheFormer 
from this Animofity, Va/co refolv’d to ab-’trires for 
fent himfelf, and go to and fettle on the?!#¢/# 
Coafts of the South Sea. Having got to- 
gether all his Gold and other ‘Riches, he 
parted from Darier with 300Men that 
were the moft faithful to him. Divers Jn- 
dian Slaves carry’d his Baggage and Provifi- 
ons. In a ‘fhort time they arriv’d at the 
Territories of the Caciques Tumacco and Chi- 
appa, who receiv’d them with inexpreflible 


Oyen 

J Out of a Defign that 74/co had to build pefens te 

a Town onthe Southern Coafts, he causd difcover 

four Brigantines to be built in order to go te Spice 

and difcover the Iflands of Spices, de Iflands. 
La 
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he thought to’ make his Court powerfully to 
the King of Spain, by doing him fo impor-: 
tant ‘a Piece of Service... He had the Pre- 
caution to bring from Darien Cotton Cloth’ 
which ferv’d hin: to make Sails of. As for: 
Cordage that was made of certain: Roots 
of Herbs which the Jndians know how-to 
make Cords of! tolerably ftrong. The Pines 
of the Country furnifh Wood and Gum fuf-: 
ficient! for the reft of a Ship. Va/co obfer- 
ving that many of his Followers murmur’d 
at their befnginceffantly put upon new Ad- 
ventures inftead of enjoying what they had, 
got at quiet, aflembled them one Day, and 
to put an End to their Complants and Mur- 
murs, fpoke to them in the following man- 


His Speechner. °° My dear Friends and Companions, 
to bs Fol-“ It is thro’ your Courage and Patience. 


Jowers. 


“¢ | have been able to profecute fuch Glori- 
“ ous Enterprizes as [have done in the 
% Difcovery of the South Seas.’ You" are, 
‘ fenfible how high the Governour’s Info», 
“lence has been carry’d' againft me. «He 
“was not contented with the Authority: 
and Preheminence which» his Catholick: 
“ Majefty had honour’d him with, by con-): 
“ ferring on him the Government of. the 
“ Terra Firma of the Indies, but 1 muft for- 
‘ footh obey him as a vile Slave, tho’ the 
“ King had nam’d me for General of Da- 
€ y5en. However infupportable this Slavery 
“* mightfeem,yet would | have chearfully under- 
“* gone it, had the King’s Intereft requir’d 
“ me fo to have done. But the haughty 
“and avaricious. Governour found an Qcca- 
“ fion from this Obedience to aim at taking 
‘away our Lives and our Goods, that he, 
* might thereby footh his Ambition, and 
=e _ pro- 
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* procure to himfelf Riches wherewith the 
“Countries we have difcovér’d abound. 
“ Tf we will therefore live lin Quiet : and 
“ Safety, we muft feek a Country remov’d from 
“(His Violences and Authority. You know 
“both Gold and Silver is to be ‘found in 
“ great Abundance on thé Southern Coafts 5 
“Jet us goon Board then thefe Veffels 
“we have firft finifh’d, and truft the reft 
“ to Providence and the Almighty Protection. 
All Applauded this Harangue of Va/co’s, Recali'd to 
and cry’d out with one Voice’ they were Parcn 
ready to follow ‘him whitherfoever he would 
lead them. This was immediately fent to...» 
the Governour by fome of ‘his’ Followers 
that were foifted in among ‘his Friends, on 
purpofe to betray. him. The Governour 
knowing Vajfco’s. great Courage, fear’d leaft © 
hemight procure fo great a Reputation, that 
he might fettle himfelf, and build, a Ciï- 
ty in a rich Country, by which means he 
might be able to put him out of the 
King’s Favour, for he would folely ‘have 
the Glory of his New Difcoveries.) Having 
confider’d all ‘this, the Governour thought 
fit to inform againft Va/fco by the King’s 
Officers, and moreover fent four of his 
principal Captains to let him know he muft 
immediately ceafe from his integded Expe- Zid im 
dition and come forthwith to Darien, unlefs 4575 
he had a mind to be treated as a Rebel 
and Traytor. Pa who had always pre- 
fer”d' his Honour above all Things, not be- 
ing willing to incur a downright Difobedi- 
ence, and) moreover relying upon ‘his In- . 
nocence, return’d to Darien with fome few 
‘of his Friends, whitherhe was: no: fooner 
“come but he was caft into Prifon and had 
ded a 
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a large Chain put about his Neck by. the 
Governour’s Order. The fame Civil Treat- 
ment was: difpenc’d to four of his Compa- 
nions. Vafco complaining of the Injuftice 
and Affront had been offer’d him, was told 
he was fo us’d becaufe he would have re- 
volted againft the King, and for making a fedi- 
tious Harangue. He anfwer’d, the occafion 
of his having made that Speech was to.en- 
courage his Companions to follow him in a 
Difcovery for the Benefit of his Majefty; but 
no Excufes would go down with the Go- 
vernour, for he muft return to Prifon and 


‘Condemn’dhave his Head, chop’d off, which Sentence 


was forthwith pafs’d upon him. The Ex- 
ecutioner coming next Morning to the Pri- 
fon for that purpofe, Vafco demanded. the 
Favour to fpeak with fix of the Principal 
Citizens hefore he died, who coming accor- 


_ dingly, he declar’d to them he had never 


Rad other Intention than to obey and do 
Service to his Catholick Majefty, wherefore 
he thought he had juft Reafon to complain 
that fo commendable Inclinations fhould have 
no better a Reward. He added he com- 
plain’d principally of two Things, firft that 
being Innocent he fhould fuffer fo Ignominious 
a Death, and fecondly in that his Death 
would deprive the King of many Advan- 


tages he could) have procur’d him by new 


Beheaded. 


Difcoveries. Laftly he faid, as for Death 
every Body knew he fear’d it not, and that 
he had frequently expos’d: his Life to';as 
imminent Hazards for his Majefty’s Service... 
However plaufible thefe Reafons of Vaj- 
cos were, the Sentence of Death was foon 
after executed upon him: He had his: Chain 


taken off his Neck, and fo: kneeling je 
ee ; ted 


\ 
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ted to the fatal Stroke. His, Body was ex- 
pos’d/in the Market-Place of Darien to in- 
timidate the People. Both the. Inhabitants 
and Strangers. could not refufe, their. Tears. 
to the Death:of this great Man, who came ~ 
to fuch a Tragical End after the Important 
Services he had done.the State. , Ancient 
and Modern Hiftories are full of Examples 
of the like Kind, and that fuch as fignaliz’d 
themfelves in the moft fhining Enterprizes, 
had met with nothing but Ingratitude for 
their Reward. The Governour Pedro Avia The Gover. 
after the Death of Vafco, leaving his Wife/ours Ex 
behind at Darien, pafs’d the Mountains anda ner 
penetrated as far as the Southern Coalts,. 
where having feiz’d upon Vafco’s. Ships, he 
after undergoing a fevere Tempeft for three 
Days and three Nights, arriv’d at an Jn- 
dian Village on the Coafts call’d Panama, 
where having examin’d the Place and the Build 
Commodioufnefs of it, he laid the Founda- Fa 
tion of a City which became afterwards one 
of the moft confiderable in the Zrdies. 


CHA P. XXIII. 


A bt Defeription of Hifpaniola, with az 
Account af its firft Inhabitants, ius 
+ om? &C. 


| Eter having condudted you along all on of Eu 
the Terre Firma of the Indies it would panic las 
be but reafonable to refame what has as 
| Or = 
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formerly faid concerning ÆHifpaniola to givé 

you a more compleat Idea of that Ifland. 

It is Situated between the Egquinoéttial Line’ 

and the Tropick of Cancer. It’s Length from: 

Baft to Weft is about 500 Miles, and 

Breadth from North, to South, about 300. 

The City of Saz Domingo, its Capital, lies. 

in about eighteen Degrees of Northern La-> 

titude. Two different Nations pretending 

to the Dominion of it came to Blows, and 

the Weaker was fain to give Way to the 

Stronger. Thefe laft gave the Name of 

its Indian Libis? to this Tiland, which was afterwards 

Nene,  Chang’d by the Spaniards to"that of Hifpa- 

mola. ‘The Days and Nights here are al- 

moft of equal Length the whole Year round. 

When the Sun is in the Tropick of Cancer: 

| there’s almoft an Hours difference. The Air 

Climates ig temperate and neither’ Cold nor Heats. 

are exceflive) The Trees are always Green 

ever laden with Fruits or Bloffoms. The Leaves 

never fall till others are ready to fucceed 

verbs. them. All forts of Herbs that have been fow’d 

there thrive admirably well. In like Man- 

Europe- ner the European Animals, as Oxen and 

an Ant- Horfes multiply exceedingly. It has been 

paren obferv’d that Corn thrives better upon the 

Hills and Mountains wheré there’s fome 

Cold to refrefh it, than in the Plains and 

Vallies where the Earth is too rich and 

the Heat too fuffocating. The Bars of Corn. 

on the Mountains are as big as a. Man’s 

Arm, aad all fill’d with Grains whereof theré 
are fome times 2000 in one Ear. 

Hifpaniola is water’d by four large Rivers 
which divide it into five Provinces. In one 
of thefe Provinces there is a very deep Ca- 
vern into which you may hear the ae 

al 


Trers. 


Divifions 


of VorAceEs and Travers.  f6ÿ 
fall with a horrible Din five Miles of. 
Thofe that have liv’d but a little while 
near the Mouth of this Cavern become deaf. 
_ Thefe Rivers form a great Laké where the’ 
Waters turn with that Rapidity and occa-,,,. of 
fion füch violent. Whirl-Pools, that who-z tes, 
ever falls therein, is immeédiatly fwallow’d 
up. What feems yet more wonderful is, that 
there is a Lake full of Fifh on the Top of 
a Mountain, which is almoft inacceflible on 
all fides. In other Places you may meet 
with Lakes of frefh Water, falt Water and 
bitter Water, ag in the Province of Bainoa 
where there is a Lake above 30 Miles long 
and 15 broad, whofe Waters are as bit- 
ter as Gall. Many Rivers run into this 
Lake yet you can never obfervé that any 
run out again, which makes People apt to 
believe there are profound Caverns that re- 
ceive thofe Waters, for the Jvdians and their 
Canoes that are loft in great Numbers in 
that Lake ate never feen afterwards. One“ onder 
took one Day a young Fifh and putting % + Fu’ 
him into another Lake that. was not fo 
large as this fed him conftantly with AZa:z- 
Bread by. which Means he became fo tame 
dnd large that he fuffer’d that Perfon to 
get upon his Back and carry’d him to and 
fro along the fides of the Lake. At length 
the fame Perfon was fo bold as to venture 
crofs the Lake with him and thé Fifh carried 
him over and brought him again to the 
Place where he took him up. The Figure, re 
of this Fifh is difagreeable to the Sight. He 
refembles a Beaft with four Feet, but in- 
ftead of them he has four large Bones very 
Rard which come out of his Body that is | 
#l covér’d with hard Scales. His Head is 
| BY ay MT! like 


Divers 
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like hag of an Ox); it is heavy Ha not 
eafily mov’d, but thofe that have eat of it 


 fay.?tis exquifi ite and delicious Food. .This 


Rock Salt. 


\Fifh remain 


nd a long while in the Lake where 
a World of People came. to fee it and gave 
it Bread: But at length a fudden Hurricane 
coming there follow’d fuch an Inundation. of 
the Lake that this..Fifh was fuppos’d to be 
carry’d into the ça for he was never heard 


of after. 


By. digging very dean in the Mountats 
you find a very hard Salt fhining like Chri- 
ftal. You may alfo find great Quantities 
of Gold, but the. Inhabitants will.not give 
themfelves the Trouble to dig .for.it, by. 
reafon, having all. other Conveniencies of 


Manners Life they think they have no Occafion. for 
of the In-that. Bread fuffices to allay their Hunger, 


Grans. 


Ve egetable 


Gold. 


and they quench their Thirft.in the Foun- 
tains. They fit all Day in the fhade. prat- 
ling under Trees and fometimes dance after 
their Manner, without thinking of any thing. 
elfe, or giving themfelves any manner of 
Trouble. Gold has been fometimes known: 
to fhoot. forth of the Earth.like a Plant,; 
which would feem incredible if the fame 
had not been once -obferw’d. in the King- 
dom of, Hungary. You may .every Day. 
fee Branches of Gold that climb about Trees, 
as Vines do about Elms, and this Gold is: 


Strange commonly very fine. In the Province of 
Fountains. Caizima there are Fountains whofe Surface 


is Frefh and good to .drink, the Middle 
Brackifh, and the Bottom exceeding Bitter. 
Some think the Source of this Fonntain is Salt. 
and that the Water a top is what falls: 
from, the Mountains and will not mix. with 
the falc Water by reafon of its different 

Weight. 
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Weight. If: you lie down upon.thé Ground 
and lay your Bar clofe to the Sides of thefe — 
Fountains, you fhall plainly. perceive they are _ 
hollow. under the Water. You hear a Horfe- . 
man five.Miles before he comes at you, andy Men, 

a Footman.one., The Inhabitants of fome 
a thefe Provinces retire into Caverns in the 
Woods and. on the Mountains’ where they 
live upon wild Fruit. not caring to have 
any Converfe with the other People of the 
Ifland.. It has been found. impracticable to 
civilize any of thefe wild Men that have 
been taken Prifoners..?Tis believ’d they 
have no. fettled Language, no more than 
Beafts. They. have neither Laws nor Su- 
periors among them, forall are equal, and 
if they! had. not an human. Figure, they 
might be taken for wild) Beafts. They go 
altogether naked, and are fwifter at run- 
hing than our fwiftett Dogs, fo that ’tis a 
hard Matter to take them. The Chriftians 
had fome Fields and Gardens, not far from 
the Habitations of thefe wild Men; they 
went thither inthe Month of September to 
gather their Harveft. Whilf they were 
difpers’d in, the, Fields about their Work, Story of 
one of thefe Salvages comes out of a Copi yore 
where he had hid himfelf, and fnatches up 
a Child that was fleeping on the Grafs 
and ran away with it as hard as he could 
drive. The Father of the Child and all 
that were with him fet up pitiful Cries and 
ran after the Salvage but in vain. He fee- 
ing them come after him, at length ftopt 
‘as if he had a Mind to ftay for them, bat 
as foon as they were come up he fet up his 
Legs again and was quickly out of Sight. 
saa Father verily believ’d the Salvage would 
4 M 2 | have 
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have devour’d his Child, but whether it wa¢. 
out of Compaffion for his Grief or other- 
wife, the wild’ Man obferving fome Shep- 
herds keeping’ their: Flocks, went and laid 
down the Infant unhurt near them, who 
foon return’d hint to his overjoyd Fa’ 
ther. NOT OT EAP Ta aga! 116 
You have in this Ifland a large Tree call’d 
Copper whofe leaves are half a Foot Jong. 
Whatever is writ on thefe Leaves with a 
Bodkin remains as legible’ as what is writ on 
Paper with Ink: A Lord fént°one Day, by’ 
one of his Slaves, four Rabbits to’a Friend 
of his, and wrote upon thefe Leaves the 
Number he féntt The Slave éattwo by the 
Way, and ‘prefented the othér two toge- 
ther with the! Leaves, without’ thinking’ 
they could have difcover’d his Theft, but he ~ 
was not a little furprisd when he heard 
that he ought to have brought four. Here- 
upon he ingenuouffy confefs’d the Fada, 
which being known among the Indians, oc- 
cafion’d them great Perplexity , becaufe 
now they thought they fiould not be able 


to difcourfe any more under thofe Trees 


1% As MESA 
s GE LTÉE 


Shorten d. 


without having their Secrets reveal’d by the 
Leaves. It is a common thing in this Ifland 
to have Pérfons live a hundred or fixfcore 
Years, which is attributed to certain Herbs 
they eat, to Trifles, Onyons, or their Bréad 
made of Caffave which is very eafie to digeft. 

. The Rivers and Ponds are full of Fifh 
which they eafily take without Trouble. Since 
the Jndians have been forc’d to live expos’d 
to the Sun, and to dig Gold in the Mines, 
they have not liv’d fo long. Several of them 
have made away with themfelves after they 

faw they were reduc’d to fo great Mifery, — 
iv they 
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they that had formerly liv’d fo contentedly 

and happy. Many likewife have ‘refolv'd 

not to marry becaufe they would not beget 

Slaves for the Spaniards. The Women with, . 

Child make their bringing forth eafie by the rte 

Vertue of certain Herbs. It is not to be won- egy. 

der’d at, however, that this Ifland, which was 

formerly fo productive of People, fhould ac 

prefent be haif ruin’d and defart, fince the 

Avarice and Severity of the Spaniards has 

made fach Havock among them. 

“Tt rains but rarely ‘in thefe Parts and 

they are oblie’d to bring Water by Canals 

into their Grounds. The Indians are all na-Céaraiter 

turally mild, fimple, peaceable and credulous. ‘i al ag 

They have fo great a Veneration for their (7. 

Caciques, that whenever any one of them. — 

dies, divers of his Women devote them- 

felves to Death, to wait upon him in the 

other World. Some Fryars.of the Order 

Of St. Francis being prefent one Day at one 

of thefe Ceremonies, had all the Difficulty 

in the World to diffwade feveral Indians 

from killing themfelves to do Honour to 

their deceas’d Cacique ; but they could 

obtain only this Favour, that one only fhould 

die. This Woman was perfectly handfome , 

fhe fect herfelf off with all her fineft Attire, 

and took with her a Bottle of Water, and à 

Bread as if fhe fhould have Occafion for them 

in the other World. Her Name was 

Guanehetta Benechena. When any, Cacique has 

a Child born all the Inhabitants of the 

Neighbouring Territories come to falute 

the Lady in the ‘Straw and the Child, to 

whom every one gives a Naine. Some call 

him, in cafe he bea Son, the burning Flambeau, 

others the fhining Flambeau, and a’ third 
N 3 | fort 
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fort the Conqueror of Enemies, and a moft . 
powerful Lord more precious than Gold. The 


Compliment to female Children is, that 


they are more odoriferous than Flowers, and 
more delicious than the moft charming | 
Fruits: Moreover, that they are the Eyes 
of the Sun and Stars. When any Cacique 
is mention’d, ail his Denominations muft be — 
likewife repeated, or they run a Rifque of 
being punifh’d for their Negligence. 


“Fhe: Indians adore the Sun and Moon, 
Their. Te- | 


mets in 


Religion. 


Cemi’s. 


and mingle a great many fuperftitious Ce- 
remonies with their Worfhip. They. hold 
a Firft, Eternal, Omnipotent and Invincible 
Principle; to whom they give two Names, 
Mamona and Guamaonocon. They fay this. 
God has a Mother who has five Names, 
viz. Attabeira, ‘Mamona, Guacavarita, Siella, 
and Guinazona. ‘This God they likewife hold 
has many Meffengers call’d Cemss, and that 


every Cacique has one affign’d him thro’ a 


fnecial Priviledge. ‘They believe he appears 
only in the Night, and reveals to the Ca- 


‘cique a thoufand Secrets; that he is of the 


Colour of Cotton’ dy’d black, and throws 
out Fire at his Mouth. ‘His Feet, they fay, 
are like thofe of black Serpents, on two of 
which only he fits. When the Jndians go 
out. to fight their Enemies they always have 
one of thefe little Figures faften’d to their 


 Forcheads, believing that by their Affiftance 


they ‘fhall furely have the. Victory. ‘They 
demand Rain of thém and Fair Weather, 
according as their Occafions. require. When 
thefe Cemi’s appear by Chance in the Woods 
or elfewhere, the Jadians have always a parti- 
cular Veneration for the Places where they 
faw.them*: -8 ©, ee? + ig 
foe ks Pyle When 
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"When they have-a Mind to be inform’d Merrer of 

of the Succefs. of any important Affair, Bie. TE 
the. Abundance of their Harveft, of the Eg 
vent of any War they have engag’d in, of 
the Recovery or Death of any confiderable 
Perfon, the. Chief of the Caciques enters a 
fort of Temple dedicated to thefe. Cemi’s, 
where a certain Drink is prefented to him 
made of an Herb which the Indians call 
Chohobba. This. Drink he fnuffs up at the 
Nofe, which he has no.fooner done than 
he grows mad for a Time, the Houfe turns 
round with him, and the People walk on 
their Heads, in a manner, that he. knows 
not where, he is nor what he does, nor in 
a Word what he fays. As foon as thefe 
Fumes begin. a little to abate, he fets him 
down upon the Ground with his Hands and 
Head upon his Knees, and after having con- 
tinu’d a while in this. Pofture, he ;all of a 
fudden, as if. he had awak’d from a pro- 
found Sleep, lifts up his: Eyes towards Hea- 
ven and mutters certain, Words between 
his Teeth which no body underftands. The 
Principal People of the Country ftand round 
the Cacique whilft this Ceremony is perform- 
ing, and afterwards return Thanks to the 
Cemi for reftoring him to his Senfes, when 
they begin to enquire. of him what. he has 
feen. He anfwers gravely the Cemi. has 
{poke to him and promis’d him Victory o- 
ver his Enemies if the, Queftion be about 
Fighting, ot elfe Succefs or Information in 
fome other matter. .. 
The. Indians believe alfo thefe Ces have sirange 
Converfe with their Wives, and if the Bec). 
‘Children that are born, happen to haveany 
particular Mark about them, then they are ina 

N 4 man: 
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manner certain that the Child was begot by | 
fome Cemi. Since the Chriftians have been | 

The Ce-in Pofleflion of Hifpaniola all thefe Cemi’s have. ! 

si difappear’d, and their Delufions ceas’d. The 
*""— Indiaws have concluded from thence their 

Country fhould devolve to another Domini- 

on, and their Caciques be fubjected to a more 

powerful Lord. Thefe Caciques have their 
Children of Children inftruéted by ancient Men of the 
the Ca- Country, who pafs among them for Sages 
gianes and Learned Perfons. They make them learn 
nye educa \Jerfes by Heart which are to explain to 
ji them the Origin of Things, and to recall 
into their Memories the Remembrance of 
what their Anceftors have done as well in 
War as Peace. They repeat thefe Verfes — 
to the Sound of a Drum made of hollow — 
Wood, and dance about at the fame time. 
Their Agility is wonderful. They go always 
naked, and fpend great part of their Time 
in Dancing, thinking of nothing fo much as 
to divert themfelves. They have alfo Verfes 
upon Love and in Praife of their Miftrefles, 
by which they explain their Paflions for them. 
They have likewife fad and very moving 
Songs in the Elegiac Strain, which they ex- 
prefs with fuitable Geftures and Tone of 
Voice. They have moreover warlike and 
grave Songs to animate their People againft 
the Perils of War. Thus prepar’d they will 
throw themfelves into the midft of their E-. 
hemiés with furprizing Intrepidity, and with- 
out fearing either Wounds or Death, firmly 
believing if they die in Defence of their 
Country they fhall goto inhabit in the Sun. 
Thefe Songs have “been handed down to 
them by their Anceftors for ‘a long Succef 
fion of Time. They have likewife Prophe- 
adel hh LEE i; oe O0 MUC IIA RS tiie MT tick 
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tick Rhimes by which they pretend the com- 

ing of the Europeans into their Country 

was foretold a long while before it hap- 
pen’d. They accomodate thefe Songs to the 

Words, and fing them in a lamentable, and 

moving Strain. The. Contents of, one of 

them is thus: The Eternal God has refolv’d L 

that Men wearing Habits fhall. come into this 

Sand arnd with long Swords, and who will 

be able to cleave a Man in two with, one Stroke, 

and that from Head to Foot. Thefe Strangers 

will drive away our Cemi’s, aad abolifh all our : 

Ceremonies, and our Children. and Pofterity will 

be oblig’d 10 fubmit tothe Yoke of their Domini- 

on. They thought at firft the. Predictions 

contain’ d in thefe Rhimes related to the 

Canibals their Neighbours, from .whom for 

that reafon they would run and hide them- 

felves as foon as ever they faw them land. 

However it is a conftant Tradition in that 

Country, that two of their moft famous Ca- 

ciques having fafted for five Days. together 

in Honour of their Cemss, a little, before 

the Arrival of the Spariards in that Ifland, 

it had been reveal’d to them. by Night, 

that in.a little Time a ftrange Nation.all 

Cloath’d fhould come and make them all 

. Slaves. It feems the.Succefs has, verify’d | 

this. Prophecy, for the {Spaniards made them- 1 

felves Mafters of that Ifland. much about | 

that Time. All the Jzdians have been bap- yy the In- 

tized, and fince the Difplaying of the Chri-dians bap- 
ftian Standard in the. Indies all the Wor-tiz’4 

_ fhip of the Cemz’s has been abolifh’d.and for- 

got. a, | à FAR RS } 

They fhow you at the Foot of a Moun-,,, ay). 

tain in the Country of the Cacique. Adacchiar sions and 

nes, a vaft and obfcure Cavern, whofe En- opinions. 

J ges, a ARR a aT le eg , trance 
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trance is adorn’d with divers Paintings, and 
among the reft two great Figures of the 
Cemi’s different from each other, which the 
Indians formerly went frequently to vifit with 
great Devotion, and when they were ask’d 
the Reafonof it, they anfwer’d the Sun and 
Moon came out of that Cavern to light the 
World. ‘They relate many Childifh Notions 
concerning the Peopling of the Earth, for 
Example that all Men were fhut up in a 
very deep Cavern, not being able to get 
out becaufe the Sun hindred them, being 
unwilling’ they fhould fee him. For this 
purpofe he clap’d Sentinels and Guards at 
the Caverns Mouth, one of whom having 
the Curiofity to know what pafsd in the 
Ifland came out, but the Sun having quick- 
ly obferv’d him, chang’d him into a Rock 
for his Difobedience. This fatal Stone is 
ftill remaining at the Entrance into the Cave. 
They add that divers more of thefe Prifo- 
ners being tird with their, Captivity, came 
out in the Night time to take the Air, but 
being not nimble enough to return, before 
the Rifing of the Sun, he caught them and 
chang’d them into Trees. One of the. old- 
eft Inhabitants of this Cave, calP?d Vaquoni- 
ana got by flight one of his Children out whom 
the Sun foon transform’d. into a Nightin- 
gale. This they fay is the Reafonthat that fmall » 
Bird fings allthe Year round to demand Af- 


| fiftance of his Father, for thefe Indian Night- 


ingales are not like ours in Europe, which 
fing only at certain Seafons. This unfor- 
tunate Father being willing to go and com- 


: fort his Child whom he lov’d tenderly, got out 


one Night and carry’d all his Womenand other 
Children with him, but the Sun having pet 
| | pi them 
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them on the Banks of a River, chang’d 
theChildren into Frogs. Now as thefe Children 
underwent great Hunger, they cry’d incef- 
fantly Toa, Toa, which fignifies in Indian, 
Mama, Mama; now faid they, this Toa, Toa, : 

has remain’d to the Frogs ever after. à 
. The other Inhabitants of this Cave getting Æw the 
out one Night to wafh themfelves in fome =? oe 
Ponds of Rain Water, they perceiv’d great peopjeg, 
~Numbers of Women that like Birds flew 
about from Bough to Bough. They were 
‘greatly furpriz'd and charm’d, and endea- 
voured all they could to take fome of them, , 
but they ftill flid thro’ their Fingers like 
Eles. Having confulted with an old Stager 
what they fhould do in this Cafe, he advis’d 
thofe that had moft Knots on their Fingers 

to endeavour to catch them, but they could 
take but four and all the Reft flew away: 

Now faid they ’twas thefe four Women 

_ that peopled the Earth, their Children being 
permitted to come out of the Caves and no 

Body was metamorphos’d ever after. | 
'-Now fee what Account they gave of drigin of 
the Origin of the Sea. jA, certain very Sea 
rich Perfon, one 4ia, happening to lofe — 
his only Son he bore his death with great 
regret. Having burnt his Body he put the 
Afhes into a ‘great Pitcher and: buried it 

at the Foot of a Mountain not far from 

his, Habitation. One Day going, to. vifit 

this Pitcher, he. faw feveral large Fifh come 

out of it, even Whales, and fuch like Sea 
Monfters. Being much frighten’d he went 

and told this Wonder to his Neighbours, 
who not lefs furpriz’d had the Curiofity to 

go and fee fo rare an Adventure. In a Word 

they all faw the Pitcher full of Fifh, end 

DY nah? à veal a Raha wa ik : Ww ile 
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while one ‘more curious than ‘the ‘reft went 7 
to take it up he chanced to let it falland ! 
it broke, when on-a fudden there rufh’d 
forth the Sea and all the Rivets of the 
World. The Plains and Valleys were imme- 
diatly cover’d with Water, and the Moun- 
tains only’ efcap’d the Inundation by their 
l'abus MCLE Bt 

Notions.  Thefe Indians have odd’ Notions concer- 
“ATEN ning the dead. They believe they conceal 
fre Dead themfelves only a Days, afd a Nights take 
a Walk to eat of a certain Fruit call’d Gua- 
bana. They fay they afterwards flide into 
the Houfes, and into the Bedsof the Indian 
Women under the Forms of Men; that 
they appear a Nights in the Streets, and 
if any one has Courage to face them fly in- 
continently, but if he flies and fhews Fear 
of them, they do all che Mifchief they can, — 

‘in a Manner that fome People have pa 
lam’d bythefe fort of Apparitions. | : 
‘School Ma- - The Schoolmafters aflemble the People at 
Gers or certain Times to preach thefe Whimfies to 
Phyficians. them. Thefe Afflemblies are always kept un- 
der Trees. Thefe Mafters are in great E- 
fteem, for they feign that the Cemi’s fpeak 
to and reveal to them whatever is like to 
happen to every one. Over and above this,they 
are likewife Phyficians and have fome Know- 
ledge of Herbs and other Medicines. They — 
Heal with their Juices confiderable Wounds. - 
When any Cacique is fick he fends for one 
How theyof thefe School-Mafters who ‘is oblig’d to 
their faft and drink of the Juice of the Plant Cho- 
tients. * hobba. That tarns him immediatly to Madnefs 
as we have already obferv’d. “He then rouls 
his Eyes about after a frightful Manner, and 
being a little come to himfelf, takes the fick 
Perfon 


fÜ OYAGES and TRAVELS. - iSz 
Perfon and places him in. the Midft of the 
Chamber into which no Body is permitted to 
come’ except two or three of his Friends. He 
next takes three or four Turns round the Ca- 
éique {crewing his Face and Mouth into a thou- 
fand frightful Contorfions, beating with his 
"Feet and Hands as if he were diftrated: 
Then he blows upon the Neck, Forehead and. 
Temples ofthe” Patient. Afterwards fucks 
in his Breath, and rubs the Shoulders, Thighs 
and Legs of the fick Man. Then he wrings | 
his (Hands and runs towards the Door to 
drive out, if he can, the Malady and Venonr 
that has taken ‘Poffeflion of the dying Perfon. 
He makes him drink moreover the Juices of 
certain Herbs, which purge him, and he for- 
bids him to eat before next Morning. If he 
perceives there’s any. Hopes of a Cure, he 
plays all the fame Tricks, over again, butif 
hé defpairs of it; he fays the Cems are angry 
with the fick Perfon, and will not permit 
him to live any longer becaufe he has faild 
in his Refpeé to them, and not built them an: 
Habitation fine enough. If it be a Cacique 
that dies, his Friends inform themfeives whe- 
ther it happen’d thro’ the Difpleafure of the 
Cemi’s or the Negligence or Ignorance of the . 
Phyfician, whether he ‘has fafted as he ought Z#quiry” 
to have done,* or not made Ute of good. re 
Remedies. To fucceed in this Enquiry, af- A 
ter having usd certain Ceremonies for a 
whole Night, they lay themfelves down by 
the dead Perfon, and, they fay, hé reveals to 
them in a Dream, what has been the true 
Occafion of his Death. It has fometimes. 
_coft the Phyfician his Life, when the Dream 
has not been favourable to him. The are is 
Part of the Supérftitions which have 
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been impos’d on the Inhabitants of. Hifpas 
niola by their Cemi’s and Doétors. The Europeah 
Preachers have, however, now undéceiv’d* 
them by fhewing the Extravagances of thefe 
Fables and proving evidently that they have 
been .deceiv’d, by the Devil who is the Au- 
thor of all Evil. 

All has been here faid concerning Hi Ipaniola, 
is taken out of Don Pedro, a, Milaneze Mar- 
tyr, who was. at the Court of the King 
i Spain when Chriftopher Columbus made the 
Difcovery of the New World, in 14924 
Giovanni Battifta. Ramufio has. inferted it in 
his Third Volume printed in /talian at Venice 
in 1665. 1 

Thofe that are defirous to have a more 
compleat Account. of the Rarities which are 
to be found in Hifpaniola may read what Don : 
Fernando Cortex has written concerning. them 
in four ample Relations. The Original of 
the firft is not to be got. It feems to be 
that which the Council Royal of the Indies 
caus’d to be gather’d together at the Re- 
queft of Pamphilo Narvaez. . The fecond and 
third have been, printed in Spanifh and are 
become very fcarce, The fourth was printed. 
in Folio in 1525. An Anonymous Author 
has tranflated them all, and penta them in 
High Dutch. 

Pedro Savoronano has tranflated the fecond 
and third into Latin, which were printed in 
1532 as Valerius Taxandre and Abraham Or- 
telius inform us. All three aré to be met 
with inLatis together with other Works printed, 
in Folioin 1532. "Tis probable they are thofe 
Taxandre {peaks of, tho’ he mentions but two. 
Juan Hervagio has added thefe two Relations 
in the New “World of Juan de Parvo. Ramufio 

has’ 
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has tranflated.. them.into.Jtalian as well 
as the third Relation and inferted them in 
his third Volume. bit 4 
.\ Father» Ter:bio. de. Motolinia; a. Francifcan, 
has-colleted Hiftorical Memoirs which are 
yet but Manufcripts.' Gabriel Lafo de la Vega 
has written a Poem entitl’d the Generous Cortez 


printed in Quartorin 1588. He corrected it 


afterwards and added a thirteenth Carto to 
the. twelve that were before printed. This 
laft Edition ‘appear’d under the . Title of La 
Mexicana in Offavo:in :E$94 | 

“(There is a Letter. of Chriffopher Colum- 


bus: written from: Jamaica the 7th of July 


1503;;where : he made his laft Voyage, ‘of 
which a Relation was, fent to: their Catho- 
lick Majefties printed in Quarto. . Altho’ Don 
Lorenzo Ramirez de Prado of the Council of 
the Jndies, pretends to keep it in AZazu/cript it 
is neverthelefs to: be. had printed in the 
Bibliotheque of Don Suan de Saldierna. 
: There is -alfo another Relation of the 
Voyages of Chriffopher Columbus, which Americus 
Vefpucius tranflated into Jtalian and printed in 
his New World ; and Suan de Prado did the 
like in Latin. | 

Don Fernand Columbus Son of Chriftopher, 
has written the Life and Hiftory of his 
Father and his Voyages. Alonfo de Ulloa has 


tranflated it into /taliav, and caus’d it to be: 


printed in Oéfavo in 1571: 

Lorenzo Gambora has compos’ d a Poem in 
Latin Verfe on the Navigations of Chriffopher 
Columbus. ‘This Poem was printed in Oéfavo 
in 1581. 

Another Poem of Juan Baptista Stella, en: 
titled La Colombeida, printed in Latin Verfe in 
| Quarto In 1589. 
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Lopez Felix de Vega! has compos’d a Co“ 


_ medy on the: Difcovering of the New World | 


by Columbus. +20 AT 
The New World of Giovanni Tomafo Eftil- 
lano isa Poem in Tufean, which contains 34 
Canios printed in Twelves in 1628. — | 
‘Father Barthelemy de las Cafas, a Domini- 
can, Bifhop of Chiappa, famous for his Wri- 
tings among Foreigners, has given us divers 
Tras upon ‘different Subjes in the Form 
of Memoirs concerning the Affairs of the — 
New World. One of thefe Tra@s bears this — 
Title, Sixteen Remedies againft the Peft which 
Aeffroys the Indies, as does another this: Title, 
Ai hort’ Account of the Deftruttion of the In- 
dies. The Liberty this Author has given 
himfelf makes him belov’d by Strangers.) ! 
Theodor de Bry has tranflated this laftTrat - 
into Latin, and given it this Title, The true’ 
Account of the Countries that were deftroyd in 
the Indies by the Spaniards. He has adorn’d 
his Book with feveral fine Cuttsand printed it 
in Quarto in 1598. | | 
Giovanni Battifta Ramufio in his Preliminary 
Pifcourfe to Wis Third Tome which | 
contains the Hiftory of the Jvdies, fays 
fpeaking of Sighior Gonzales d’ Oviedo, that | 
He had compos’d in Three Parts a General 
Hiftory of the /vdies, but that he has only 
printed’ thé Firft. The ‘ Second con- 
tains the Difcovery of Afexico and New : 


- Spain, and the Third comprehends the Con- 


queft of Peru. Fernand a’ Oviedo came ow 
parpofe from Hifpaniola to'Sevil to printthefe — 
Voyages, adorn’d with above 400 Figures of: 
Animals, Birds, Fifh, Trees, Plants,’ and Sim- 
pfes unknown to the Europeans. The Author 
printed only the Firft Part,’ of Be gti | 
| d alk 
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fhalh give you ‘here an: Abridgnient. ‘Atho” 
this: Hiftory treatsrof ‘the fameiCoïüntriés and 
the» fame Thingswwiths that ofDon Pedro 
the Martyr, of which we haveialready given air 
Extract, yetasi Travellers have différent Gotits’ 
and. Pronl their: Obfervariont: mee ‘be | fo" 
ne gipon oft ebaehi-dleds.de 
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‘as riggs top à nm LS Thiers “Hil er 
\of..the., Weft-Indies, and what was found: 
there: moft remarkable: by Fernand ‘a’ 

Ovieds, and belated in the Conferences 


= bad. with Charles Vo 


HÉ° Place fo fet fil from. oe the ne Reel 
es is commonly Sevil or San Lucar and Mion 


Aie: the Raver ‘Guadalquivir flows into the” neriof faile \ 


Ocean." “They! fail freight ‘for the Canaries ma 1 Had 
and'touch ‘either’ at’ Gomera or. Grand Cana sinc. 
rid to take’ in frefh® Water, Wood, Cheefe, 
fre: Provifions ‘and’ fuch other Things ET 
they'are like to have occafion for in the. 
Voyage. This fhort Cut is made, common- . 
ly in’ eight, Days. for it is not above 2g0., 
Leagües” Sail. “When you leave the Canaries: 
you will be atléaft five and twenty, Days be- 
fore you can diféover any of the Iflands that lie 
before Hi/paniola. The firft you come at are. 
the Iflands of Todos los Santos, Marie Galan- 

ta, San Domingo, St. Chriftopler’s and Guada- 
Loupe. It happens forme times that Ships go with- 

out feeing any of thefe Ifland. They then 
freer freight for the foe of St. Fobn, thofe 


of 
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of ‘Hifpaniola,. Famaica or Cuba which lie firs: 
ther off. It, may. alfol ‘happen >that they may 
arrive at the Terra Firma: without feeing 
any of thefe.Iflands, which is occafion’d by 
the:{mall. Experience of the Pilots-for when: 
they know. their: BufinefS they. always touch 
at fome of thefe Iflands the neareft of which: 
is 900 Leagues or thereabouts, from the 
Canaries... From-thefe- firft-Iflands~to~ Fiifpa- 
niola they reckon 150 Leagues, fo that that 
Ifland muft be Diftant from Sev: about 1300 
Leagues. The Paflage from Hifpaniola to the 
Terra Firma is for the moft part perform’d 
in«feven or “eight. Days. One may fay in 
general that the ‘whole IMland of Hifpaniola 
is exceeding fertil and that af it were poffefs’d 
by one Sovereign, he would foon be richer, 
and more powerful then.a King of Sicily ‘or 
Cyprus. 

Before the Europeans came thither there: 


ed Beafts were no Animals to be found there of four 


broughe \ 


fromSpain 


Feet except two forts. of little Rabbits, one 
of which the Iflanders cal?d.in.their Lan-) 
guage Vtias, and the other Coris.. What-. 
ever four footed Beafts are there now. be-. 
fides thefe have been brought from. Spair. : 
‘They have multiply’d exceedingly efpecially . 
Bulls and Cows; fome of the. Inhabitants. 
have at leaft 2000 to their fhare. ’Tis true’ 
there are not better Paftures in all the World, : 
clearer or fofter Water, nor.amore pure or 
temperate Air. Animals there are never lean, 
nor of a bad Taft. The Fertility of the 
Country and the great Abundance of all - 
Neceflaries that is to be, found there has , 


peep tendred the Inhabitants very rich and flou- , 
on of Santifiing, and it is no Rhodomontade to. fay. , 
Dumingothat San Domingo, is to the full as rich as.) 
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Barcelona. The Streets are all large, ftrait 
and laid out by Line, and the Sea wañhes 
the City-Walls The Church of St. Dominick 
is magnificently built of a fait Stone or fat 
Earth, and, fo well put together that nothing 
could bé better fancy’d. On the other Side 
of the City the River Ozama wafhes the In- 
habitants Houfès and forms a vaft Port in 7; poy,” 
which Ships of. the greateft Burden may 
ride, and which come and unlade even at 
the Burghers Doors. ’Tis rare to find any 
Other Port fo commodious for lading and un- 
lading of Merchandifés. Be Pes So 
The Honfes of this City are built with Waa 
fo great Néatnéfs, that, hardly ‘any Lordson? | 
in Caffile lodges better than the common 
Citizens do here. Thé Natives of Hif/paniola 
are maturally léffer in, fize than thofe of 
Europe: They have large Foreheads, black 
Hair and very long, no Beards, nor any 
other Hair about their Bodiés any. more 
than Women have; their Colour is light’ 
Brown. They go all naked except their 
Privy Parts but which they cover fo flightly 
that one may eafily fée what Sex they are 
of. They havé but one Wife, and they marry, 
fieither their Daughters nor their Sifters but 
contract in all other Degrees. ‘They eat two 
forts of ,Bread, one made of Maz, a Grain 
like Aller, and the other of Caffave, which 
is a fort of Root. The Places where _ 
Wood grows are more proper for Tillage prices pre. 
than where Grafs, for they grub ep, theper for Zu- 
Roots of Wood and fow Afaiz there. Fhefe/g:. 
Roots with? the: Wood they burn’ upon’ the 


Groundandthe Afhes, renderit fertil by fat- 
tening Indian takesaStakeofaMans height 


dnd pitches it @fto@he Ground with all his 
1.078 


forcé 
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Manner irae. thea ullin it out: puts five or. fix 
mi dé à © Grains of  nfaie PE tHe Hole and covers 
dires ‘Foot from ‘shee he .makes another 
Hole, and fo. continues: to do till all “the 
Time of Hield is fown. Their, Harvelt is'about four 
Harveft- Months after, and in fome Places in’ Three. 
: Whea the Grain begins . to, row. bit they — 
à are oblig Pq to Took. a it for’ “fear of, the 
Parrots, that {warm in this ‘Country. * a 
dren bave the Charge ¢ of. driving them’ a way, 
for which purpoie they Plant ‘t Mei felves’j in 
‘little Huts made of Reeds on “the Tops: “of 
Trees, and bawl our inceffantly which frigh- 
1 + tens the ithe. a 
Maiz dé. The Stalk of* this Maiz ‘is coïimonty the 
ferib’a. Height of a Man, the Bar of the Length of ones 
little Finger, and, the ‘Leaf much, Tike” thofe 
of our Reeds in Exrope, but larger and more 
flexible. Every Stalk has a Bunch, in which are 
3 or 400 Grains. “Every, Bunch: is enclos’d 
with ‘two or three Coats’ one’ pon. another, 
which ‘cover the Grain and fecure ‘it from 
the Wind’and Sun. The Natives roaft this 
Manner of Max, and eat it without’ more ado. ‘When 
ding ix. it is young and ‘tender they ‘do not ‘roaft 
it, but eat it as it is. “The Europeans give 
this Grain” to ‘their’ Horfes and  Beafts: of 
Burden: They chat have a mind. to make 
Bréad”of”it pound, it with all their Force 
in ä Stone-Mortar, and ‘throwing in Water 
by little and little make a Pafte, which they 
wrap.up in the Leaf of an Herb prepar'd for — 
.* that’ purpofe, then ‘laying it on the Coals 
“it bakes and grows hard, ‘and at” length 
becomes véry"White Bread, This Bréad muft 
be cat vefy hot, for as foon as ‘it cools it 
lofes' its Taft, and turns dry a py ‘fo 
that one is at no” fmall Trouble t wit. 
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This - Bread, will . ‘not | “keep. but becomes 
mouldy,.in three : or, four Days, and. is, fit. ‘ 
for, nothing but to be. thrown away. 

The. Caffave - is the. Root, of .a Plant which Pr 
the: Indians..call Fuca. ~ It_ fhoots out of thee oe 
Barth to the Height: of a, Man. . Its Leaf 
is about,.as. large as ones Hand, and fome- 
what. refembles. that of. Hemp. The. manher How plane 
of Planting itis by putting thefe Stalks into ted. 
little. Hills rais’d at an equal Diftance from 
each other, and plac’d in a Line as we plant 
our. Vines. in Europe. : The Root only is va-°® sh 
luable,. and refémbles large. Carrots red with- 
out and white within... ‘They {crape them to. 
make, Bread, . and . afterwards pound. thofe 
Scrapings and. put them-into.a Sort of Bag 
made of Palm-Leaves, which they twift found- 
ly to get out the Juice, as we do pounded 
Almonds to, get the Milk, This Juice of the 
Caffave. is mortal, no Poifon is more dange- Mortal; 
rous or. violent. ‘A Glafs of it will be fure to Polo. 
kill a Man upon the Spot. What remains sibnl 
of the Gaffave after it has been well fqueez’d 4 
they make Bread of. They put it into an asvoy 
Earthen, Platter of fach Bignefs as they have 
a mind to, give», the Loaf, and the Pafte 
foon grows “hard bein ne “fet. near the Fire, 
after . which they. expole it likewife to the 
Sun, - Whatyis. remarkable is that this Juice _ 
of Caffave,. which is. _ naturally a, dangerous 
Poifon, being. boil’d: fometimes, and after- 
| wards. fet in. the Air for certain Days, turns 
fo mild. that it. changés into, a pleafant fort a 

Render 
of Honey, which the Indians make ufe of in fafe. 
their Ragouts, But. what is yet more diffi- 
cult to belicye | unlefS.-one has feen it, is 
that. this very, fame* Lonsy ‘being boil’d a- 


gain and expos’d anew to the Air, turns 
O38 ” effeAus 
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effectually to Vinegar, which may be made 
ufe of without any manner of Danger. The 

Bread made of Caffave will keep a Year and 

more, and may be tranfported any where 
without fear of its Corrupting. It is for 

this Reafon reckon’d a good Provifion for 
Ships; but then it muft be preferv’d from 

all manner of Moifture. Jt fometimes hap- 

pens that Caciques, and other confiderable 

Men among the Jndians, being weary of 

living, murther themfelves in a Company by 
drinking the Juice of this Plant. Before 
they proceed to drink they lay before their 
Friends and Relations the Reafons that in- 
duc’d them to fo barbarous a Refolution, 

and they commend them for it, and to tefti- 
fy their Friendfhip for them take each a 

Glafs of the fame Juice and die with them, 
without its being in the Power of any Rè-' 

medy to ‘afford them an ‘Antidote. 

serpents ‘' One of the fineft Ragouts among the 7#- 
which the dians ‘is made of certain Serpents of an Am- 
PUR phibious Nature, for they: are to be found. 
outs of, in the’ Water, on the Ground, or upon 
; … Trees. Their Figure has fomething fright- 
ful in. it, altho’ they ate not larger than 
Rabbets. They have Lizard’s Tails. There 

are of them white, red, and of other Co- 

lours.. They have Prickles upon their Backs 
{ticking up like thofe of certain Fifh. Their 

Teeth are fharp and pojnted like Dogs. 

Their Snouts are long with Whsikers. They 

are Dumb, ‘for they are néver heard to 

\ ery, nor fo much as hifs, which is the Pro- 
perty of other Serpents. They fuffer them- 

felves to be taken and bound without do- 
ing any Mifchief. They can fubfift fifteen 
or twenty Days without eating or drinking. 
PL Oe mn UT ANT AU D MN 070 SAIS 
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Their Forefcet |. are . long. as :: ones) Finger | 
with» Birds  Claws ; which: being 4 :foft 
are little capable of Grafpings:;Few People 
would, have the. Courage toveat. of thefe _ 
Animals if they, did but: fée their firft, tho” | 
to, fpeak ruth they ‘have :an “excellent wae 
Relifh. : It has been obferv’d:that the Flefh | 
of thefe Creatures was very bad: for fuchas Bad for the 
have. . labour’d under the. Venerial. Difeafe, Venezia 
and: altho’ they have been cur’d for fome Diftemper 
time it renews their Diftemper. » 

In the Iflands: of Cuba, St. Fohm, Fameaica 
-and.. Hifpaniola there were no’ Four-footed 
Beaîts before the Spaniards brought them 
¢hither, but now they abound in, great Nuin- 
‘bers. There.are in the-Mland of Cuba. nor 
fort of Partridges very fmall but: which in- 
finitely furpafs in Favour ours of Europe. 
«They are eafieto be taken and may be made 
-Tame in four. Days. What. is greatly to 
-be wondred at, there are in this Ifland,a 
{ort.of natural Bullets of a very hard fmooth ,,,,, 
Stone, and. of divers fizes,which:are found per 
in a ‘large Plain. between two Mountains. 
Thefe Stones eafily. fit all, Bores of Muskets 
and Cannons. They feem .either a Mineral 
or.a Flint. By digging a litthe,you findyas........ 
many as you pleafe of them. ‘There is anos >... 
ther thing ; very remarkable! in this Ifland, 
and that is. a : fort of Bitunien,, or :fuch: like 
Liquor which rouls, down. from a, Mountain 
and .is very proper, to ‘Tar: Ships withall. 
‘This Tar, Pitch, or, what.you pleafe, fwims 
upon the Sea on:thâtifide where the Wind 
drives it-orthe Current carries it, and may 
be taken up in great Quantities. Quinrus 
Curtius tells you Alexander the Great found in 
HB Papeetien to the Exft-Indies a large Ca- 
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vern fil’ duwith Bitumen, and ‘it may be ’twas 
‘with this Pitch that the Walls of ZB%byloh 
‘were cimented. 0: UA RG Re li AR 
ee The Jndianshunt wildGeefe witha great deal 
a: of OF Addrefs.: :Thefe Geefe coming upon the 


tating mild Lakes of the Ifland in vaft Flights the Na- 
Geefe. tives’ put a great Number of Pitchers into 


… the Water: which fwint 6n ‘all Sides as the 
* Wind’ drives them. : This‘odd? Sight at” firft 
+ frightens the-Geefe, who immediatly’ fly ‘a- 


way, but at length, being °usd* to it, réturh 


“tothe Lake. When they? begin''to be pretty 
Tame thé Zrdians put their Heads up to the 
‘Shoulders “into fome'‘of thefe’ Pitchers and 
= fwim towards that fide where the wildFowl aré, 


: when comilg ‘upon them uhawares they pull — 
“them by the Legs into the Water and drown’d 


“them. :This:-done they. ftick “them in their 


‘Girdles, and continue fo to do till they have 
“a Sufficient Load; when they ‘return to Land 


‘again’ with what -theÿ have got.’* The Birds 


‘aceuftom’d to fee thefe Pitchers are not a- 
‘fraid of them and confequently® remain quiet 
upon the Water without'perceiving the Snaré. 
You muft ‘remember the Indians {wim with 
‘the fame facility and fwiftnefs that Fifh do. 


A particu" The! Europeans arriving in thefe Iflands ‘were 
ler Diftemaffidted ‘with an‘ extraordinary “Malady. A 


per. 


i z 


fort of Animal» much lefs than’a Flea, bred 


in the’ Soles. of the Feet.’ between the Skin, 


land Bleth.sThis räis’d a Blifter which was 


foonfil?d with Nitts and which being neg- 
“Jeéted to: be -cleans’d the Bliftér encreas’d in 
‘fuch Manner that it: became ineurable and 
many have ‘loft the Ufe’ of their Feet | 
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HE hillians eft the Terra Firma are taller Indians of 
and better made than thofe of there. Ter- 
‘Tflands, and there are fome among. them of"? Arma, 
“very good Miens. On the Coaft of Panama | 
‘and other, Coafts the Sea decreafes. {o.. pro- 
“digionfly, that ‘you, lofe Sight of it without 
‘being able ‘to difcoverwhither. it retires. 
IE fwells in Proportion. when, the Waters 
‘return to their Shores. What. 1S INCOR- prrtror- 
“ceivable is that” in fo fhort on ‘Space. as. 20 dinary 
fmall Leagues, which there. are’ only be- Flux and 
“tween the North and, South Seas, there Xe UXe 
‘fhould be fo great a Difference, DEEE 
“he Flux and Reflux, that. one would’b 
“tempted to imagine they. were. ,not the fam 
Sea: matt yo 
‘The Différence bet weed pie Lands ‘and | Continual | 
Poifeffions ‘caufe ‘continual ” Ware among theWars and 
‘indians. ‘They that have leaft are continu- te Reason 
ally EE Se et to. difpotfefs thofe . that? # à 
‘have ‘more. make. Slaves of all they ‘? 7 
‘become Mafters' eee and fet Seals upon their 
Chains, ds moft Perfons of Quality in Europe = 
‘do'their Coats of Arms on their Blacks Col- 
ärs. Some Lords ‘pull out. one of the fore 
‘Yeeth of their Slaves to diftinguith them by 
‘that Mark. The Canibals that inhabit along Cuftoms of . 
‘the Coaft of ‘Carthasena™ make ‘no ‘Slaves; the Cani- 
they: eat all they” take both Men and Wo- “bals. 
pen T ve ave 4 ae neither to’ Stran- 
gers 


/ 
/ 


194 The General HISTORY + 


gers nor their Enemies. They preferve fome 
Women indeed for their domeftick Services 
and Children, to/make Soldiers) of, but the 
te Part they devour. They geld the 
Children of Foreigners to make them grow — 
fat-and render them more delicious Food, — 
aswe do Capons in Europe. That they may 
make them more frightful in War they are. 
accuftom’d to. paint their Faces black and 


NE Be ; 
ae LE They have among them certain Religious 
sai People whom they call Tequizas, and to whom 

they pay the greateft Refped.. Thefe. Te- 
guinas confalt the. Devil about all Affairs of 
State, as whether they fhall go to War or 

not, and at what Time,to which, the Devil 
being an old, Aftrologer, often gives fuch — 
: Anfwers as prove proper, which the Tequinas 
‘immediatly make a Report of to the Peo- 
‘ple. The Jadians deceiv’d by thefe Pre- 
dictions, fee the Effect of all thefe Things 
that had been foretold them for a, long 
while before they happen, which _enclines 
Human them eafily to believe the reft. There are 
Fiefs facri-certain Provinces where human: Flefh is of- 
fé. fer’d in Sacrifice to thefe Demons, butin 
fome they content themfelves to burn Incenfe 

and fweet Odours to them... pila 
eligion If it happens the Succefs does not | 
ÿ the In- anfwer the Prediétions of the Teguina, heim- 
dianss pudently tells the People God, has chang’d 
. his, Mind, and is not afham’d to, impofe.on 
poor Ignorants inthe groffeft Manner. They 
pay. their. principal Devotions to the Sun 
. and Moon, but they likewife look upon their 
Caciques as vifible Gods, They pay them 
all. imaginable Refpect and..do them all the 
Service within their Power... When any Ca- 
cique 
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gique comes to die, his chief Servants both 
Men and Women kill themfelves to ‘accom- 
pany and ferve him in the other “World. 

It isa common Error among thefe Wretches, 

that thofe who make away with themfelves 

for the fake of their Cacique go with them 
direétly to Heaven, to do them the fame 

Services they did when here upon Earth, 

whereas if they fhould die natural’ Deaths, 

they think they fhould not be fo certain 

of fach Happinefs..° They believe alfo that 

the Souls of thofe that have not thé Cou- 

rageto killthemfelves, die with their Bodies 

like thofe of other Indians that have not the 

Honour to belong tothe Caciques. Before they. 

make away with themfelves, they have the 

Precaution to bury in the Ground a certain 

Quantity of Æfaiz and other Provifions to 

fubfift them inthe other World, or to fow 

fome Grain if by chance they happén to 
want Afaz in that Country. 

Upon the Sea Coafts the Indians compofe 77» they 
a Poyfon of certain odoriferous Apples, Ants, poyjon 
Scorpions and other venemous Infeéts poun-#heir Ar- 
ded. together, of all which they make a kind”°™*™ 
of black Pitch with which they rub their 
Arrows when they go out to fight. ‘Thofe 
that are wounded with thefe Arrows imme- 
diately die mad. They throw themfelves 
on the Ground, bite their Flefh, and 
tear it to Pieces, without its being pof- 
fible to cure them. There are DiftinGions ois eh 
and Degrees of Honour among the Indians inonp shen 
as with us in Europe. Thofe they call Ca- 
bras are a Sort of Knights or Gentlemen. 

They merit that Title by having perform’d 
{ome eminent Action in War, or by receiv- 
ing fome honourable Wound. Thefe yas 
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have, Command over? ;the! reft;, they «have « 
Lands and, Women given ‘them jas a Re-» 


ward 5 they are diftinguifh’d by the-People; 
their Children: fucceed ;.to, their, Honour and: + 


like, them; are oblig’d to’ go to the) Wars} | 


Their Wives. over, and above their .com- » 
‘mon, Names, are ftild. E/panes, which. is: as > 
much. as! tol fay Ladies: 1, This.is likewife the 
Title which the Caciques duadies have.’ 


They de-  :Fifh. is the common! Food) of the: Indians, - | 


et i which makes them live upon the Sea Coafts . 
“4. or the Banks of Rivers where they can:fifh 


commodioufly. : They. préfer.: Fifh..to. Blefh 
and  Venifon. , They: neverthelefs | kill, wild + 


WildBoars Boars. and Stags. whofe,Flefh they eat. They. 


or Sigs» take them jin. Nets or kill them: with. Ar- 
rows. or. Clubs. . They takeoff their, Hair 

and Skins with fharp Stones. They. cut them : 
into Quarters,and roaft them the fame)Day, . 

_ for they would ftink.if they kept them any 

_... lohger by reafon of the Heat of the Chmate. — 
ea The Ancients imagin’d the, Torrid Zone owas . 
; bles unhabitable, and that Men, could, not. under : 
‘= go the, extream, Heats,that reign.-near, the: 
Equinottial, Line; butraltho’ the. Earth bejex= - 

tream ‘hot when one digs,a,little, yet on the» 
fuperficies, it is frefh and; moift by -Reafon of; 

the Rains that, fall here! continually, ‘without : 
mentioning the . Torrents; Rivers, Fountains + 

and Marfhes wherewith this Country,abounds., 

The Dewscof the . Night contribute «like-) 


wife. towards. temperingithe Heats, ofthe,. 


Days iar 
RG: take as» many, Wives «as 1 they : pleafe, batr 
always. of their own Nation, thofe of, other.) 
Countries,.and that fpeak ‘another Langur gen: 
beingiftrictly forbid them. The Eldeft Male 
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is Del tive Heir to his Father’s S Dominions: «Heirs and 
“By default of Malés the Daughters’ fuceeéd, “*i7le- 
‘and become ‘likewife' Crciques after their’ Fa- 
© thers" Death. | They” cominonly Marry the 
>moft”"confiderable of "their Vaflals! If? the 
Eldeft ‘of the Children has‘ Daughters: only 
‘and no Sons, they fall not! fucceed’ but’ the 
Male Childrénof the fecond Dau ghter: Perforis 
Nofd''meinér Condition” take only” one Wife, Divorce. 
but’ “they: foinetitries put her ’ ‘away to take 
“anothet that they fancy more. "This however 
‘feldoin™happens. | The mutual ‘Confent of 
‘both Parties, or ‘of but’ one, fufices for 'a 
“Divorce ‘which ‘is generally made ufe of when womey of 
theté'areno Children. ” ‘Women: of elevated Quality. "AS 
“Conditions make nothing of defpenfing their ‘°° 
* favours” liberally,’ prving: for reafon that fuch = 
“as’ they oùght never to” refufe ‘any thing 
«that is ask’d of them; “but then -they do 
“not ‘profticute’ themfelves to poor Wretches, 
‘or “fachas-ate’ below’ them. - They look up- : 
‘on all ‘the Europeans’ as-illuftrious’ Perfonages 
altho” théy'aré not ‘ignorant of the diffe- 
rent Degrees among-us. They ‘have’ ever 
a great Regard and’ ‘Refpect for fuch ‘as have 
any Poft°or Command, and they: always e- 
fteem themfelves ‘preatly for “being © be- 
‘Tov'd : by°them. ‘After they ‘have once ‘had 
any Commerce of this Kind withany Chri- “Fait 
 ftian, they” obferve the- greateft Fidelity to-10 the Eu- 
| wards' Him, providing ‘he does nôt! abfent ropeans. 
 himfelf long from them nor’ go a Breat 
‘way off 
The whet chat feeds in the over rs. 
* mént! always buries honourably: in his own le Burial. 
Houfe ‘all thofe that had the Generofity to. 
accompany his Father to the other’ World. 
Pe is a Cuftom 15, bury sari SE a great 
: ond 18748 OVS Lee. sv: +» Quan- 
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Quantities. of Gold and Pearls, together with 
fuch. Inftruments. as they..made ufe of while 
alive, that they,may likewife have them to ufe 
them in the other World: When any one 
goes about to prove to them the Ridicu- 
loufnefs of their Superftitions,.and that 
whatever. they bury inthe Ground does but 
mould. and rot there, they anfwer.ftupidly 
that the Dead have occafion for thofe things, 
and therefore they thought fit to. furnifh 
them with them, Alf the..Arguments in 
the World to diffwade them from. their Er- 
si. _rors fignify nothing,.they ftill perfift in their. 
Fightful own Way., All the Figures they have of 
Figures of the Devil. are frightful, with .Horns. and 
the Devil. Dragons Tails... They likewife believe, that 
the Devil is the, Caufe of the Hurricanes’ 
that wafte the Jndies in a ftrange Manner, 
for they overthrow entire Towns,’ pull down 
vaft Trees from the Mountains, and hurry 
them away, with fuch Violence, that no 
Force.is: ablé to refift it.. It has been ob- 
ferv’d that inthe Places where the Holy Sa- 
érament lies the Hurricanes have never come, 
which may convert .all thofe that.are doubt- 
ful of.the Corporal Prefence.. , "re Ÿ 
Cerem Thé Ceremonies, the Indians obferve at 
jies ar ob. the Obfequies of their Caciqués are. extraor- 
fequies. dinary enough. They lay the Body upon a . 
~, Jargé Board or Stone, about which they 
light Firés to heat the Carcafs, till fuch 
Time as thé Greacé and Humours diff 
thro’ the Porés and under the Nails, and 
the Flefh is fo dried that it cleaves to the . 
Bones. When it is brought to this Pafs, 
- they place the Bodyin'a feparate Appartment, 
where the Bodies of their Anceftors all are, 
and which hive been dried after the fame 
Manner 


Popifh Fic 
tion . 
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Manrier: «Thus may ‘be feen at one View 
the whole \Generation of Caciques that have 
govern’d à State.) If any Cacique- happens to, 
diesinla Battel, either! by Land or Sea, and … 
its Aimpoflible to'come at his Body to de- — 
pofit it among his Anceftors, then js a void 
Space leftito ipreferve the Memory of fach. 
Cacique, and hid Children take Care to have 
fuch Verfes made as may defcribe the Caufe 
and: Manner. of his Death, which are very 
foleinnly ‘fung ‘upon fuch Occafion. Both. 
Men and ‘Women affemble “together to re-. 
cite thefe Verfes, preceded’ by one who ve- 
ry-gravely leads up the Proceflion. He re- 
peats ::with a ‘low’ Voice‘ what the others’ 
roar out, ‘accomodating as well:as may be 
their Steps:to the Song. ‘This Solemnity 
lafts four or five Hours, and fometimes à 
whole Day. Whilft they are finging, Care 
is) taken‘to° give them Drink from Timeto 
Time, “which is a Sort of: Wine delicious 
enough, fo that the Singers’ oftentimes be- 
come fuddi’d: before they have done. They 
relate aftercwhat Manner all their Caciques 
died and they intermix with their Relations 
a thoufand Extravagancies, fach as their Fan- 
cies fuggeft to them: Opt Mi! 

‘To make the Wine they drink they take Maïz. 
Grains Of Maix, and throwing them intoWine. 
Water let them lie there till they grow 
foft and fwell.! Then they boil thefe Grains 
with the Water, and after having let them 

boil for fome time they take them off the 
Five and.fet them by till next Morning. 
This Drink is in its Perfection the third or 
fourth Day, but from the fifth it begins to 
turn fower, for which reafon they make on- 
dy as much-as they can drink ia. Fe or 
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four. Days. ; It is much ‘betters than Cider: a 
Beer, and tis, what: «makes the: Jndians: fat: 
Fi preferves.. their » Health,s:Moft ofssthe; 
États and Indian, Huts are | round.and !-built : like sa 
Furnitnre. Paviltion , with ..; a «very: hard; fort Nefi:Woodsi 
They are hung - all about :with1Cane ; Mats; 
ove with .certain.Strings;thatvhang front 
eee which-they-render as flexible as: they? 
pleafe... The; Epropeans add - Balconies-and!os: 
ther, Conveniencies ; to thefe, Houfes,' and; 
lodg € very pleafantiyrand neatly. Thefe Hä-; 
rit for the «moft:part-are fin {the Val¥i 
lies, or along’ Rivers, where afe--t6 be found) 
the greateft. Abundance of, Provifions. Their: 
Beds are. rais’d : from, the Ground about four; 
or five Feet, the better: to: fecure:themfrom: 
the. Infults ed Beafts and Infects, amdin cold? 
Countries they have a Pan of, fois fetundër! 
their Beds to warm them.aii4 y .vaci slow 
Great The Indians of both, Sexes ares ‘naturally: 
Swimmers.great. Swimmers ;; they. are, no fooner born’ 
than thay are. brought acquainted: with» the: 
Water. Their. Sculls, are fonr-timeslas:thick 
Thick Seuls and larger. than ours in Europe, fo that when: 
we. attack them in, Battel,+ it is not: their» 
Heads we muft: aim. at. ..They-are) Sword: « 
Proof, and will foon break .a-Bladeito pieces. » 
When they find, themfelves over-ftock’d with 
Theirman-Blood, they pierce. the Veins of their Hands’) 
ner of let- and Legs with the Point of a;fharp Stonej’ 
ving Blood. +e Tooth of a. Viper, or, a fortof Needle’ 
made of Cane. ’Tis rare. to fee atiy Indians 
have Beards,.or Hair. in any. partcof. their’ 
Oiber Cu- Bodies. . They are accuftom’d to:paint their : 
in Skins, and their Favourite-Colour is Black,’ 
but they Jay none upon t their, (Faces except.) 
it. be on thofe of Slaves which! is a» Mark: 
that JRnenne them from Free-Men. bes 
ore 
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fore they begin to fight they found a Charge 
with certain Horns which make a great 
Noife. They have likewife Drums which 
they ftrike only on one Side like Tabres. 
They wear Plumes of Feathers of all Colours, 
which have a very agreeable Effect. They 
have upon their Breafts great Plates of Gold 
rather for Ornament than Defence. They 
wear likewife Bracelets, for altho’ the /x- 
dians are but very ill equip’d at other Times, 
they are refolv’d to be magnificent in Warf: 
Thefe Bracelets are intermix’d. with Gold 
and Pearl. They cover their Arms with 
them from the Elbow to the Hand, and their. 
Legs from their Knees to their Ancles. Wo- 
men are very curious about thefe Orna- 
ments. They wear moreover Gold Rings 
in their Ears and Nofes, to the Jatter of 
which they hang large Pearls that bob againft 
their Lips. | ith | 

The Male Jndians cut their Hair, bat the 
Female let it hang about their Shoulders. 
Thefe. fhâve their Eyebrows with fharp 
Stones. Thofe that are inoft confidera- 
ble fet themfelves off with Necklaces 
made. of Pieces of Gold faften’d together 
with Cotton Strings. Women of Fafhion 
follow their Husbands to the Wars. When 
they happen to be Caciques or Governefles Female: 
of a Country, they command their Troops Generals 
themfelves, and do the Office of a General. 
All Caciques whether Men of Women, have 
Twelve of the Stouteft and Stfongeft of their 
_ Subjects to follow and carry them in Lit- 
ters. When Two arè weary another two 

relieve them with fo great Addrefs and 
Agility, that the Litter never ftands ftill till 
it Comes to its Journeys End. In this Man- 
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ner. Suey will travel fifteen or twenty Leagues 
a Day, efpecially if the ALY, March thro” 
Plains. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


The different Kinds of Animals to be 
found in the Indies. 


fndian 7-7 YOHE af affirm’d the tite was tid 
gres. fwifteft of all Terreftrial Animals, he 
has fome Refemblance with a Lion in his 
Head. His Skin is all over fpotted with 
Red, which Spots begin to grow leffer un- 
der his Belly and on his Legs. His Teeth 
and Claws are terrible, and his Wildnefs 
equals that of the fierceft Lio, He fre- 
quently devours the . Indians and commits 
great Ravage in the Country, altho’ he be 
. . not near fo fwift as Plizy makes him. To 
Pt kill him the Zadians go to the Woods with 
bem. © their Bows and Arrows, and a ‘little Dog 
who barks inceflantly without daring to come 
_mear the Beaft. The Tigre wearied with thefe 
inceflant Barkings mounts a Tree, which the 
Archer perceiving, he comes within 12 or — 
15 Paces of him and fhoots, retiring as foon as 
he has done. The Beaft feeing himfelf wound- 
ed falls, and tears the Ground ‘and the 
Trunk of the Tree, till having tormented him- 
felf about two or three Hours the Archer 
returns and finds him dead. ‘Thefe Beafts 

are likewife taken with Nets, : 
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The Catamountain refembles a tame Cat Catemoun” 
as to Colour and Figure, but is much larger?" 
than thefe Tigres we havé been fpeaking 

of. It is a very dangerous and exceeding 
fierce Beaft, and the Evropeans feat it more 
than any of the other Animals. There are 

as many Lions on the Terra Firma of the Lions. 
Indies, ‘as there are in Barbary. They are 
fmaller and lefs fierce, which it may be 

is occafion’d by the Mildnefs of the Cli- 
mate. They will run from you and do no 
Harm only to fuch as attack them. The Bears, 
Bears ate fo. little to be feard that they 

are commonly hunted down and kill’d with 
Clubs. Thefe Bears have a wonderful Ad- Their fub- 
drefs at catching of Pifmires hid under ‘”*# 
Hillocks of hard and ‘impenetrable Earth. 

© The Manner is thus. The great Heat of 

the Sun’ having made {mall and inpercepta- 

ble Clefts in this Hillock, the Bear licks 
them with great Patience till fuch time as ~ 
he has made a Hole big enough to put his 
Tongue in. Thefe Infeëts who love hami- 

_ dity, no fooner perceive fomewhat moift but 
they come in Swarms and fettle upon the 

| Tongue, which when fafficiently loaded the 

Bear withdraws and fwallows them all at 
once ; then he puts his Tongue in again and 
continues fo doing till he has not left one 
: Ant in the Place. The Flefh of wild Boars yy. : 
Ÿ in the Indies has a very ill Taft, but the Boars lef 
éxtream Neceffity the Europeans were reduc’d 
to, at their firft landing oblig’d them to 
 éat of it notwithftanding its il] Relifh. 

There is a fort of fmall Lizard with four Sor of Li 
feet very. pleafant to lodk upon. His Body *%#"4* 
dnd Tail are of a Spotted Grey, and his 
Belly White. This Animal refémbles a Horfe. 

Fr 2 barb’d 
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barb’d and harnef d. His Feetand Tail come 
from under thefe Barbs, as do likewife. his 
Neck and Ears. He is very near as big as 
a Rabbet and lives under Ground in Holes 
| he has dug with his Claws.. The Tafte o 
this Creature is admirable. . He is commonly 

taken in Nets. or fhot with Arrows,at fuch 

Time efpecially as the Stubble is burnt in 

order to fow the Ground. There is añother 
“gr A-yery fingular Sort of Animal on the Terra 
Me Firma which the Spantards call a Greyhound 
by: way of Contrary, becaufe. he will take 
up a whole Day to go but. fifty Paces. His 
Body is about two Foot long with. four Feet 
fo very flender that they are hardly able to 
fuftain his Corps. He has loofe Claws fome- 
what like thofe of a Bird, and rather flides 
along upon his Belly than walks... He fome- 
times climbs up Trees by the Help, of his 
Talons. He has round and fmall Byes, a 
Snout like that of a Cat, and a, very {mall 
Mouth. He fings only a Nights, and pro- 
nounces fix Notes which he falls always by 

His muf- equal Proportions, as if he fung La, Sol, EA, 
cal Notes. Mi, Re, Ut, his Tone is, Ha, ba, ha, ha, ha, ba. 
As the Lizard, we juft now fpoke of, fome- 
what refembles a barb’d Horfe, this Creature 

is a kind of Mufician. After having fung 
his Ganmuit, he lies ftill a while and then begins ~ 

again. He is a Night Animal, and Friend | 

to the Shades, for he never fings a Days. 

Thefe Animals are often taken and carry’d to 
People’s. Houfes, but it is impoflible to con- 

quer their natural Dulnefs, either by me- 

nacing or pinching. HH he can. find any Tree 

he will get up into it, and ftay there for 
eighteen or twenty Days without any Bodies 

being able to guefs, what he feeds opel 

| une 
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unlefS it be Air, for he will be continually 
turning about, towards that Side whence the 
Wind comes. Ay 
There are a fort of wild Cats withogt 57 of 
Number in the /rdies. Some. of them will 4 Cas 
imitate all they fee doneas Apes or Monkeys 
do, “When they fee Almonds crack’d with 
Stones, they. will do the like. When they 
fee any Body in the Woods, they break off 
large Branches and throw them down upon 
their Heads. If any.one throws Stones at 
them, and the Stones happen to lodge in the 
Tree, they will take them and throw them 
with great Violence at them again. In like, 
Manner; when any one wounds them with 
an Arrow, they will draw the Arrow out of 
their Bodies, and hurl it at the Archer. Some 
of thefe Animals are no larger than ones 
Hand, and fome again as big as great Maftifs. kr 
The Dogs in Æifpaniola, efpecially thofe 2‘: 
the Canibals make ufe. of, neither yelp, bark, 
nor make any Noife, tho’ you fhould almoft 
Kill them with beating, They are fhapd 
like Wolves, and are fomewhat fiercer than 
our European Dogs, neverthelefs they are ve- 
ry friendly to thofe that give them Meat 
and Drink. 

The Polecats in America, like ours in Pole-czts. 
Europe, have perpetual War with the Poultry, À 
and ftrangle them wherever they catch them 
to fuck their Blood. What is peculiar to 
the American Polecats is, that they carry their 
Young about with them wherever they go. 

They have a certain loofe Skin under their 
Bellies which they can fold into the Form 
of a Bag, and wherethey keep their Young 
commodioufly, tho’ thèy hunt about never 
fo much. From this Bag or Purfe the little 
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“ones fuck their Dams. They have Tails 


Alcatraz- 
Birds. 


and Bars like a Moufe, but: much lon- 
er. 

5 America produces all Sorts of Birds that 
we have, and many more, quite different from 
ours that we have not. That Sort call’d 
‘Alcatraz’s have Beaks two Handfuls*long, 
very wide towards the Head, and growing 
narrower towards the Tip. This feems a 
Sea-Fowl, and has Legs much like to a Goofe. 
On the Coafts of Panama the South-Sea ebbs 
and flows above two Leagues from fix to 
fix Hours, bringing along with it, when it 
comes in, a vaft Quantity of Pilchards. 
The Alcatraz’s no fooner fee them, but they 
come in great Numbers and plunge into the 
Sea “for thefe Fifh which they live upon. 
When the Sea retires, thefe Birds follow their 
Prey, but as they return they many times 
meet with another fort of Birds that attack 
them and force them to quit the Booty they have 
got. This Combat is very diverting. When 
thus bufied, you may knock them down with 
Poles and ll ‘your Canoes with them. They 
are fat and have an excellent Tafte. The 
Spaniards make Oyl of them to burn a 
Nights in their Lamps. 


Wild.etens | The wild Hews are as large as Peacocks ; 


Sort of 
ae ak 


b Be 
eu af 


‘the Tafte of them is worth’ nothing, for 
they feed upon Ordure and dead ‘Bodies of 


Men and Beafts; but in Recompence there 


comes out of their Carcaffes an Odour more 
agreeable than Musk. This Odour vanifhes 
as foon as they die.” The Addrefs of a cer: 
tain Sparrow is extraordinary in ‘hindring the 
wild Cats that climb from Tree to Treé, 
from devouring his Young. He choofes a 
sas for his Nett feparate, from all "The 

3 is 
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When they fee any one.going up into the 
| de aa | 


of No AGE sand Travers. 
This Neft is a Fathom .deep,. and hangs 
to a Branch ‘very. full of Thorns, to ren- 
der the approaching it more difficult. There 
is only. one little Hole in it big enough for 


‘ a Sparrow to goin and out-at,. fo that when 


the wild Cats come to attack the Neft,they 
can neither reach the Eggs nor the Young, 
the Neft being. fo.deep, that ,twere impof- 
fible for a Cat to. get his Claw fo far. You 
muft know likewife thefe Birds go. in great 


Flights like Sterlings, and when. they fee the 
Cats coming, they will. fet.up fuch a Noife, 


as perfedly frights them,,and obliges them 
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to retire.» Sparrows of. another Kind that Anorber 


by which Means. they, think to drive 
away the wild Cats from hurting them, for 
as thefe Branches are weak and bending, 


they will not bear the Weight of a Cat that, 


fhould come to eat their Eggs or. their 
Young. ?Tis thus; that Animals the moft 
weak and innocent guard themfelves againft 


fuch as.are more ftrong and fubtle, thro’ a . 


natural Inftiné. given them by the Author 
of Nature. 


The Colours in Birds Feathers are much. af 


‘love to be near the Water, make their Nefts Kid: 
on Branches of Trees that hang over -it. 


finer and more Inftrous in -dmerica than Feathers. 


elfewhere, and nothing can be fo pleafant 
as to fee fo many that furpafs the Beauty 


of Rubies and Emeralds. There is another gph, 
Sort of Sparrow whofe Body is no bigger sparrows 


than the Top of ones great Finger, yet it 
flies. fo fwiftly without, moving its Wings, 
that in the Air you would take it for an 
Humble Bee. Their Beaks are fharper and 
more pointed, if poffible,, than a Needle. 


Tree 
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Tree, where their Neft is, they will attack 
him with fuch Courage and Vigour, and 


‘give him fo many Pecks in thé Face, that 


Vipers. 


he foon finds himfelf oblig’d to go down 
again fafter than he came up. — 


© The Terra Firma of Caftilia d@ Oro is very 
“much infefted with Vipers, who bite and kill 


“many Indians if they are not affifted before 
the fourth Day. They raife themfelves in- 
to the Air to attack Paflengers. When any 


one hurt by thefe Vipers is blooded, you get no 


‘Blood from him-but only a yellowifh Wa- 
‘ter, and whatever ‘Remedies you ufe, you 


Serpentse 


Sort of 


can never hinder that Perfon from dying. 
No Body 1s furpriz’d to fee Serpents here - 
feven or eight Foot long, which appear in 
the Night like fo many lighted Coals. ‘In 
the Day ‘Time they look red as Blood, but 
their Poyfon is lefs dangerous and. fubtil 
than that of the Vipers. You fometimes find 
of them above twenty Foot long, and al- 
tho’ they do no great Harm, their horrid 
Figure frightens Travellers. | 

On the Shores you meet with a fort of 


Crocodile: Monfters nam’d Lizards only from their Fi- 


gures, but they are fourteen or fifteen Foot 
long, and as largeas a Man’s Thigh. Their 
upper Lip has divers Holes, thro’ which you 
fee theircanine Teeth very fharp, with great 
Maftocho’s. ‘This Animal is very fierce in 
the Water, and fwims with great Swiftnefs, : 
but at Land it is no lefs flow and heavy. 


— You find them on the Sea Coafts near the 


difemboguing of Rivers. They have’ four 
Feet and exceeding hard Scales. Their 
Back-bone is. full of Brizles, from Head ‘to 
Tail. Their Skin is fo thick that neither 


Swords nor Lançes can enter it, and they 


are 


fVOYAGES and TRAVELS. 
are only vulnerable under their Bellies where 
they aré more foft and tender. They lay 
their Eggs in the Month of December, be- 
caufe then the Rains are lefs frequent and 


the Rivers have done overflowing. They . 


fCrape a hole in the Sand on the Brink of 
the Water where they hide Three or Four 
‘Hundred Eggs, which the Sun only hatches 
by the Putrefaction, the Males and Fe- 
males having no more to do with it. 
As foon as the Young are hatch’d they go 
of themfelves and find out the Water 
where they get their Subfiftence. Some Coafts 
‘abound fo with thefe Animals, that you 
cannot look that Way without Horror. They 
go out of the Water in great. Numbers to 
fleep upon the Sand, and return to iti fo 
foon as ever they perceive any one coming. 
They always go ftrait forwards fo that if 
one were purfu’d by any of them one need 
only ftep a little afide to avoid them. 
When they run they carry their Tails curv’d 
upon their Backs like Cocks Feathers. Altho’ 
their Legs are very fhort they do not crawt 
upon their Bellies but raife their Bodies 


from the Ground about half a Foot. Some . 


have taken thefe Animals for perfect Croco- 
diles, altho’ thefe laft breath only at their 
Mouths, and move equally their two Jaw- 
Bones, whereas the others have not the fame 
Propriety. ?Tis dangerous to go near thofe 
Places where they are, for they commonly 
devour Dogs, Cows, Horfes and even Men. 
You fometimes find in one of their Bellies, 
Flints enough to fill two large Paniers. 
They are to be taken with Iron Hooks 
or elfe fhot while they are in the Wa- 
ter. They that have eat of them fay ci 
File 
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Fleth is pretty. well : tafted... As...for . RTS 

Êges they are eaten without Fear, in feveral 

forts of Sauces, and, are fold.in the, Markets 

like Geefe or Pullets. Eggs. .). 

Large Spi- _ Spiders here become as: Jarge.as Sparrows ; > 

ders. “Upon opening them. you, find.their. Bodies 
full of thofe Threads.. wherewith they: make 
their Webs. You have on the Terra Firma 

Land. great Numbers of .Crabs, as in Europe on 
Crabs. the Shores, Without their, Relief Tra- 

vellers would. oftentimes. perifh with Hun- 
ger. You , fee. them come , out of .cer- 
tain Holes and take them . eafily -becaufe 
they go but flowly. .’Tis to be fear’d thofe 
Crabs eat fomewhat that is venemous becaufe 
fometimes People die inftantly that have fed 
on them. The Cambals make ufe of them 
as one Ingredient in their Venom wherewith 
they poifon their Arrows, for which Reafon 
the Europeans dare not touch them when they 
fee them near a fort of Frees that bear 
venomous Apples. 

Indian . The Indian Fruits have much more .€x- 
Fruit. quifite Taftes than ours of Europe by reafon 
: of the Difference of Climate and. the Afpe& 
of the Sun. That which they term Mame: 
is as large as two of our Bon-Chretien Pears. Itis 
divided into three Parts by a fmall inward 
Film. Its Kernel is in the Middle and re- 
fembles a blanch’d. Chefnut ; but it is as 


+ 


Mamei. 


bitter as Gall, tho’ the Fruit be fo. very — 


agreeable. This Fruit tafts fomewhat like 
a Peach, and has a very odoriferons Flavour. 
The Guanabano is a great Tree whofe Bran- 
ches. are ftreight ; it bears a. Fruit like a, 
Melon and its Rind is wrought, as it were, with © 
a great many Scales. It-is alfo of the Thick- 
nefs of the Rind of a A4lon ; : Ans infide of. the 

Fruit 


Guana- 
bano Tree 
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; Fruit is a fort of Pafte inclofing a- delicious 
Liquor.» There :are- likewife feveral . Seeds 
larger than thofe of Cafia and of the fame 
Colour. Thefe Fruits weigh at leaf two 
orthrée Pounds each, and never hurt the 
Stomack tho’ you eat never fo much of 
them. 

The Coco-Trees refernble thole Palms that Coco- 
bear Dates, if we have regard: to their Size 7rees. 
or the Shape of their Leaves, but the Coco 
Leaves grow out of the Trunk of the Tree 
like: the Fingers of ones Hand: This Tree 
rifes-to a great Height and great. Numbers 
of them are to be met with'on the Coafts 
of the South Sea; their Fruit is ty’d to the 
Body of the Tree wrap'd up in a certain 
Rind or Flax whereof the Jndians make 
very fine Cloth, of three or four forts, and 
Sails for Ships ; neverthelefs they fomewhat 
Defpife this Cloth, becaufe they have great 
Quantities of exceeding fine Cottov. There 
is within the Coco a fort of white Pulp of 
the tafte of Almonds, and when you pierce 
it with: a Bodkin there comes out a. large 
Glafs full of a very Infcious Liquor, in a 
Manner that this Fruit affords you both 
Meat and Drink. The Europeans make Cakes 
of this Milky Liquor mix’d with Adaiz- 
Flower, which nourifhes extreamly, and fat- 
tens like the Juices of the beft Meat. They 
which have try’d it fay the Strangury is to 
be cur’d by drinking out of thefe Coco-fhells 
which makes you pifs freely and diffolves, 
or makes the «Stones pafs. * 

In the Iflands of Hi/paniola, Cuba, Famaica Black 
and Sax Domingo, Palm Trees are to be met Palms. 
with of all kinds, and among others fome 

that: are black, whereof the Jndians “he 
3 | uc 
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fuch excellent tough ‘and! hard Arrows that 
they will pierce thro?’ a Man Target and 
all. They likewife make Lances, Pikes and 
Clubs of them for the Wars. The Woods 
wildVines here abound with wild Vines, which bear 
excellent Grapes much larger and better 
tafted than ours of Europe,and if they were but 
cultivated and tranfplanted, no doubt but 
Figs they would be yet finer. The Figs are:as 
large as Melons and they are eaten the fame 
Way by cutting Slices out of them long-ways. 
They are cover’d with a Down like to that 
on Quinces. The Indian Pear Trees grow 
very large and have Leaves like Laurels but 
Greener. Their Fruit fometimes weighs a 
Pound ; the Kernels refemble blanch’d 4/- 
monds and are very bitter, they are inclosd — 
in a very loofe Film, between which and © 
the firft Skin there is a Liquor of furpri- | 
fing Tafte and Flavour. All thefe Fruits, as 
fine as they are, Nature prefents them with; 
for they grow without any Manner of cul- 
tivating. 
Guaican, The Tree which the Indians call Guaican 
(with us Guaicum) is good to cure Ve; 
Rife and nerial Diftempers, which are as common in the 
Progrefsof Indies as with us in Europe, but much lefs 
ica ei dangerous by Reafon of the Goodnefs of the 
Air which purifies the Blood. The Rind of 
this Tree is all over {potted with green. 
They rafp it and boil it in a certain Quan- — 
tity of Water, which becomes a Drink to 
be drank feveral Times a Day, obferving a 
ftri& Diet. Venerial Diftempers were never 
heard of in Spaiz before the Difcoveries made 
by Chriftopher Columbus, who ’tis probable, 
brought them with him from the /vdies, and 
fo they fpread over other Parts of Europe. 
AA In 


PearTrees 
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Jn the Year 1495, when the great Captain 
Gonfalvo of Cordova went into Italy to afift 
Ferdinand King of Naples againft the French 
King Charles VIII. divers Spaniards of his: 
Army. being infected with this Diftemper, 
communicated it to the Neapolitans, where 


they have eftablifh’d themfelves ever fince. 


} 
î 


Now becaufe feveral French continu’d for a 
Seafon in Jtaly, the Italians calld it the French 
Difeafe, and the’ Freech the Difeafe of Naples, 
becaufe France never knew it before the 
War of Naples, from whence it difpers’d it 
felf into other Countries of Europe. It is 
tare to have any thing to do with any Jn- 
dian Woman without getting it, but tho’ it 
be eafily got it is likewife as eafily cur’d. | 
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The Fruit of the Tree which the IvdiansXagua. 


call Xagua refembles a Poppy, and affords a 


clear Liquor in fuch Abundance, that the 
Iffanders wafh their Legs and Bodies with it. 
It dyes ajet Black which can hardly be wafh’d 
away. ‘The Soldiers ftain their Faces with it 
before they go to Battel, to render themfelves 
more terrible. The Natives fometimes play 
Tricks with the Europeans, by mixing fcented 
Waters with this Liquor, with which if they 
do but wafh their Faces, they are furpriz’d 
to find them turn’d black in a Moment, in 
füch Manner, that all the Water in the Sea 
would not be able to wafh it out prefently, 
arid tho’ they fhould fley their Skins they 
could not hardly get rid of it immediately ; 
Time only can fufficé to get away thofe 
Stains. — 


The Venomous Apples which the Caribals Venomous 
compofe their Poyfons of to envenom their 4/2/¢s- 


Arrows, refemble in Figure and Colour 
Musk Péats. They aré fpeckl’d with red and 
ù ne fifa Bi | have 


a 


ir 
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have a moft odoriferons’ Flavour. Thefe 
Trees grow on the Sea. Side, upon the ve- 
ry Brink. of. the Water, and all that fee the 
fine Colours of théir Fruit are defirous to 
tafte of them. Their Juice mix’d with a 
fort of Pifmires and Vipers pounded together, 
compofes a Poyfon that is incurable. The 


_ beft Remedy for it is to wath fpéedily and 


frequently in, the Sea, but of fifty hardly. 
three will recover. If one chances to fall 
afleep under the Shade of one of thefe Trees, 
ones Head and Body will ifamediatly fwell, 
but one drop of Dew from it will put out 


ones Eyes, nay, they will inftantly burft, fo 


Very large 
Trees. 


ereat is the Force of this Poyfon. The Num- 
ber of thefe Trees is almoft innumerable, 
and when any of its Wood is thrown into 
the Fire it will ftink prodigioufly, and caufe 
a Head-Ach that is infupportable. __ 

Upon the Borders of the River Cutz, néar 
the City of Darien, there are Trees fo ex- 
ééffively large that Canoes of one Piece are 
made out of their Tronks, which aré able 
to carry at leaft 130 Perfons and Room left 
to pafs to and fro. They have two Sails 
made of Cotton; you feé fometimes of thefe 
Trees that have three Roots rais’d. above 
Ground triangularly, and fo high, that a 
Chariot may paf under them. At the Height 


ofa Pike they reunite into one Tronk which. 


Odd Way 


tifes higher than any Tower in Europe be- 
fore it fhoots forth any Branches. 
The Indians have a new, and altogether 


of @vikingunknown Way to us, to, ftrike Fire. They 


Fire, 


ger. This done, they tie two little Ends of 


take a fmall Stick of very hard Wood made 
round and fmooth, and of about eight Inches 
long, and the Thickness of ones little Fin- 


dry 
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Lo in eon Hose bie 2eme hen ake 
Wood together and Jay’ them upon thé 


will fhine like Fire. The Europeans make 


: 


their March. «= 0 4 

_ Pliny the Philofopher in his Natural Hiftory, Moft Trees 
makes mention of fome Trees that are ART Per 
Ways green in every Seafon, wiz. the Lemrel l'A 

Cedar, Olive, and the Orange-Tree: But we 
may fay, in general all the Trees in the 
Indies, except that which bears Caffiz, keep 
their. Leaves and their Verdure the whole 
Year round: Moreover, thofe Trees which 
in Europe fhed their Leaves in Wznter, after 
being tranfplantéd into the Indies take the 
Nature and Qualities of the Trees’ ofthat 
Country, and like “them always continue 
green. 3 me 7 oF ges » | i ME 
_ The Terra Firma produces” a great many 
forts ‘of. Cazes which the People of the Coun- 
try make ufe of for covering their Houfes, 
and ‘making Hangings or Mats for their 
Rooms; Thete are“fome'as thick’as the Leg 
di | of 


Canes. 
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of an ordinary Man, and each Pipe from one 
Joint to another, contains a Pint of Liquor. 
The Jrdians make Quivers of thefe Canes 
to carry their Arrows in; there are other¢ 
that lie twining round the Bodies of Trees and 
fhoot up as high as the. Tops of them. Thefe 
+ Pipes are full of a very clear Liquor that 
never ftinks nor does any manner of Harm: 
This Liquor has often fav’d the Chriftians 
Lives, in their travelling thro’ dry and de- 
fart Countries where they certainly would 
have perifh’d with Thirft, had it not been 
for this Supply: They cut thefe Canes, and 
carry with them as many as poffibly they 
can, to fecure themfelves from the incon- 
veniency of Thirft in thofe hot Countries, 
: where they can find no Water. 

Melons. The Melons. in the Indies grow to a pro: 
digious Size fo that a Man has much ado 
to carry one of them on his Shoulders; the 
Subftance of- them.is white, but of an ex- 

~ gcéllent Tafte: One of the moft ufeful Plants 

fter-Plant.of the New World is that whofe Leaves are 
as it were fo many Plaifters which being 
apply’d to. a broken Leg or Arm cements 
them together again, and in lefs than a 
Fortnight perfectly cures them. This Leaf 
{ticks fo clofe to. the Part, till the Opera- 
tion is perform’d, that One cannot pull it 


off ; but when the Cure, is effected it falls. 


off of courfe. | 


the Tu- The Tunas is a wild Plant that bears a 


has. Fruit much like a Fig, of a reddifh fubftance 
in the infide, and of a wonderful Tafte ; af: 
ter eating one or two of them the Water 


that one makes is as red as Blood, which 


is very furprifing at_firft, and makes one 
think that one is in danger of lofing ones 
Aer: Life, 
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Life, fo that the Imagination very. often 
produces a real Difeafe in timorous Perfons: 

The Leaves of the Bihaos not only. ferve Bihaos: 

for covering of Houfes, but are alfo fo 

very large as to be made ufe of inftead of 
mbrelo’s when it Rains:. The Indians make 

many of them which keep the Water from 

foaking in, when.they {wim over a River. The 

Branches of this Tree being bruis’d with 

the Leaves ferve alfo for Salt in defart 

Countries, where they can find nothing to 

eat. The Root of this Plant is likewife made 

ufe of for Food. They ftrip its Rind off, 

and in the Infide find a Pith much like 

that of Elder or a Bulrufh. The Indians are 

well skill’d in the Properties of the Barks ab 

and Leaves of certain Trees, which. they, Lee 

make ufe of in dying their Callicoes Of alldying. 

forts ‘of Colours, viz. red, black, yellow, 

green, and blew. Thefe Colours are fo. ex- 

treamly fine and lively, that they fcarce 

éver wear out, even after they have been 

wafh'd. But what féems yet more wonderful is, 

that all aré dy’d in the fame Fatt without 

changing any thing in it ; which perhaps 

may arife from the Difpofition of the Co- 

Tours that they give to whatever they have 

a Mind to dye, let it be Thread or Lin- 

0 


en. 
After having fpoken of thofe things that Infeds. 
are nroft curious and confiderable, it will 
not. be improper to fay fomething of Infeéts 
fince Nature has in them made her Wifdom 
appear as vifiblé as in the greateft. Animals. 
 Fhofe that the Jndians call Garapates are fcarce Gaya 
difcernable to the Eye however they are pates. 
not lefs troublefome, for they fing the Legs - 
very feverely, and ftick fo clofe to them, 
ae a aia that 
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that *tis impoñlible to pull them from thencé 

: without rubbing them over with Oyl: The 
Indians {crape their Legs with fomething that’s 

very fharp, which puts them toa great deal 

Strange of Pain. Certain Creatures that are bred. 
property of in the Hair, as Lice and Fleas, die imme- 


ee 


Jome Fx- diatly upon pafling the Lime, and never en- 
Jess gender in the Indies, but fo foon as ever 
one returns to Europe, upon the Change of 
Climate they revive again unlefs one fhifts 
onés felf twice or thrice a Day. . By Prac- 
¥ tice there is an eftablifh’d Cuftom among 
Frucking of the Indians, of trucking their Wives as they 
Fivese do other Commodities ; but what one can 
| hardly believe is, that the Old ones bear a 
Salts higher Price than the Young ones. Salt is 
alfo a Commodity for which they barter : 
Gold, pretious Stones, Cotton, and whatever. 
elfe they have of greateft Value: They make 
it of Sea-Water, and it is whiter and ofa 
Indians’ {Harper Tafte than the beft Salt in Europe. 
great Bars Lhe Indians are the greateft Barterers in the 
sererse World, they go all over the Terra, Firma, 
or along the Coafts in their Canoes carrying 
their Commodities with them, which they 
exchange for others, having not, yet learn’d 

the Ufe of Money. 
TheirMan- "They that apply themfelves to fearch for 
ner of dig- Gold in the Earth, firft take care to have 
ging for the Place where they intend to dig, very. 
Gold well clean’d, then having made a Pit of 
eight or ten Foot in Length and Breadth, — 
they hollow it about eight or ten Inches 
deep, and take the Earth that they dig 
thence and wash it; if they find any Gold ~ 
there they proceed, and continue digging, 
but if they meet with none, they go and 
dig in another Place, till they find the Zive< 
aye . Stone. 
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Stones. “When they have once difcover’d mahirg 
the Gold-Mine they fill great Baskets with” 


the Earth that they have dig’d out of it, and 
then go to the next Brook and wafh it 
to feparate the Gold from it, which remains 
at the Bottom of the Basket, after all the 
Earth is carry’d off by the Water: This 
Employment generally falls to the Womens 
Lot who putting themfelves up to the 
“Middle of their Legs in the Water keep 


fhaking thé Basket, till all the Earth jis ,, 

| à Hela shee Gold 
wafh’d away. If the Gold-Mine is in fome is found in 
Brook or River, they aré forc’d to turn the Rivers&c. 


Courfe of the Water. When it is dry at the 


Bottom, they diligently fearch every Hole 


“and Cranny of the Stones, for there the Gold 
that is brought down by the Stream, lodges 


it felf, We muft obferve the belt Gold grows where ir js 
upon the Tops of Mountains whence it is bef. 


* carryd down by the Violence of the Tor- 
rent, not but that they alfo find fome Gold- 
Mines in the Plains and Fields far enough 


off from the Mountains. Gold purifies and | 


refines ia Proportion to the Diftance of the 
Place of its Growth, where it is always much 
coarfer, and not {0 valuable by a Carat. Some- 
times they alfo find very large Grains of 
Gold upon the Surface of the Earth: The 
“greateft that ever has beea yet found weigh’d 
three thoufand ‘two hundred Spanifh Piftoles, 
‘which at that Time were worth four thou- 
fand, one hundred, thirty eight Ducats of 
Gold. Theré have been fome found that have 
weigh’d two and thirty Pounds, allowing fix- 
“teen Ounces to every Pound, which makes 
“fixty four Marks of Gold: The Indians have 
‘an. Herb that adds a great Luftre to the 
“natural Colour of Gold, fo thit what they 


An Herb 


that beig h- 
tens its 


Q 2 touch Luftre- 
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Fifh. 
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touch with it tho’. Gold of the leaft Value: 
fhines as bright as if it had been the beft. 
If the Gilders of Europe knew. but this Se- 
cret, they would grow rich ina very fhort 
Time. \ ‘ . i t | 

If the Fruit of the Indies have am excellent. 
Tafte, the Fifh alfo may boaft. of the fame — 


Sortof Property: Amongft the reft there is a fort 


Pilchard. 


of Pilchard with a red Tail, that is delicious 


Turbots. Food: The Indian Turbots are of a: prodi- 


gious Bignefs : Towards the Ifle of Cubathere 


Fortoifes. are fomeTortoifes that weigh fo very heavysthat 


they require the Strength of fifteen, Men. 
to pull them: out of the Water; they lay 
their . Eggs ‘upon the Shore, where in.a 
Morning one may fee them fometimes feed- 
ing and crawling about. As foon as the Jn-_ 


_dians have found .the. Prints of their Claws — 


upon the Sand, they follow them by the 
Track, and having overtaken them, which 
is no difficult, Matter by Reafon of their 
flow Motion, they thruft a great Stick under 
their Bellies, and fo turning them on their 
Backs leave them in that Pofture, unable to 
ftir. or move out of it,to fearch for others. 
By. this. Method they are able to catch a 
great Number of them in a little Time. 
. Their Flefh is.a very wholefome, as well as 
1a very excellent fort of Food. The Fifh 


Manat, the Indians. call Manati, is. about ten or 


_ twelve Foot long, and five Broad; it has a 


very thick. Head, like that of, an Ox, and 
its Fins are ike. a Man’s Arms: Tho’ this 
Fifh feems to be of the Monfter-kind, yet 
the. Meat of it is, fweet..enough ; it comes 
very. near the Banks, of the River to feed 
upon the Grafs; the. Jedians kill it with 
their Arrows, either from the River fide, or 
| ‘ of. 
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out of their Canoes. Thefe Fifh {wim clofe 
to the Surface of the Water, fo that there 
is no great Trouble to pull them out, but 
there’s no carrying them off without a Wag- 
gon with two Oxen. This Fifh is efteem’d: 
above the reft,..on account of its Tafte, 
which is the neareft of any to that of the 
Flefh of Beafts, fo that when it is pull’d to 
Pieces, one may be deceiv’d, and take it for 
an Ox cut out:into Joints: The Flefh of it is 
as good as the fatteft Veal, and keeps a long 
whilein Salt. In its Head is a Stone to be 
found, which being clean’d, pounded and 
taken inthe Morning in a Glafs of Wine, 
_eafes the Pain of the Gravel. 
The Vitruela is a Fifh as large as the Aa- Vitruella. 
natr;, he wears in the Middle of his Fore- 
head a long Sword, fet on two Sides with 
very fharp, Teeth: This Sword is extream 
hard, and about. fifteen or twenty Inches 
long, in Proportion to the Size of the Crea- 
ture, for there are fome of them as fmall as 
_ Pilchards, and others again fo very large, 
that two Yoke of Oxen can hardly draw 
' them from the Rivers Side. As there are 
fome Lands very barren and unfruitful, fo Barre” 
are there alfo fome Seas where one may Seas. 
fail a hundred. Leagues or two without find- 
ing a Fih. | 
In certain Parts of the Ocean there areryingrifh, : 
fiying Fifh, which rifing in great Shoals a- 
 hove. Water, afford the moft agreeable Sight 
… that. can be; fometimes they fly about an 
hundred Yards from the Place where they firft 
_ appear’d, and often tumble in vaft Quan- | 
… tivies into the Ships. Thefe Fifh have two 
 Wiogs near their Jaw Bones, as long as 
_ their whole Bodies: When they begin to 
“}":; ESS Q 3 be 
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be a little dried in the Air, they plunge a- 
gain into the Water to wet their Wings. 
The Birds of Prey are very expert at catch- 
ing them when they mount up into the Air, 
which affords a great deal of Diverfion, for 
M they attempt to dive beneath the Water, 
they are purfa’d by fome other Fifh that 
fwimming clofe to the Surface, eafily devour 
them, fo thatthey know not which Element 
to make Choice of to fave themfelves in. : 
Seah, The Indians when they fith for Pearl, go 
ing. down to the Bottom of the Sea, and ha- 
4 ving a Sack tied about their Necks, fill it 
with what Shells they çan lay their Hands 
on; when they want to take Breath they 

come up into their Barks, and emptying 
their Bags, go down to the Bottom of the _ 
Water again to pick up more Shells. Ha- 
ving open’d them, they find four or five 
Pearls, little and great in every Shell, and 

a vaft Quantity of fmall Grains, that are 
SseedPearl.the Seeds of Pearl: Sometimes the Fifh of 
___ thefe Pearls ferve them for Food, but gene- 
rally they throw them away, being quite 
glutted with eating fo great a Quantity of 

them as they do: In thofe Places where 
Way of fix-the Water is very deep, it bears up the 
ing their Swimmers fo ftrongly that they have much 
Footing. ado to get a fteddy Footing at the Bottom. 
» To remedy this Inconveniency, they tye 
two great Stones about their Middles, which. 
hanging on each Side make them heavier, 
and keep them, as it were, in a Ballance: 
The Indians are excellent Swimmers, but . 
what one can hardly believe without having 
feen it is, that they can ftay under Water . 
la quarter or half an Hour, without fetching 
Breath, Another thing very incomprehen- 


~ 
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fible, is, that they may have fith’d in one 
Place folong as not to leave a Shell there, 


yet upon .their return to the fame Place in 


a little, Time after, they find the fame Quan- 
tity..of Shells, they met, before, ‘which. being 

driven. by the Winds, are ,heap’d together: 

on the Coafts: Some have. been of Opinion 

that thefe Fifh have the Power of moving 
themfelves up and down, as well as others 

have» There was once a Pearl found that 79 large 
weigh’d one. and thirty Carats, and another ee 
twenty. fix, which perhaps. are the fineft 

that ever were brought into Europe. 

. Before we finifh this Extra, we. muft 

{peak fomething of that, wonderful Bridge, 4 monder- 
form’d by. the Hands, of. Nature, about four ful Bridges 
Leagues. diftant, from the Port of , Panama. 

The, Breadth of this Bridge is fifteen Foot, 

and. the Length feventy or eighty. The Arch 

in the Middle confifts of a great Stone, 

cut into the Form of a Bow by Nature: 


All that have feen this Work cannot. fuf- 


\ 


ficiently..admire the Wifdom of the Cre- 

ator, who.has been pleas’d to make fo eafy 

a Paflage over.a River, which by the Zxdi- 

aus is nam’d Chagre.. ’Tis from the Coun- 

tries that lye round about this River, that 

all forts of Drugs, Spices, and other, 
rich Commodities are brought into Æurope, spices.&e, 
which for fo many Ages lay conceal’d and 


_ ufelefs, and that never were difcover’d but 


fince Columbus’s Voyages thither, and thofe 
other Perfons whom God had made Choice 
of to introduce the preaching of the Gofpel, 
and the Chriftian Faith into thofe val 
Countries. 
This Abftract is taken from the Summary 
‘of Gonzalez d? Oviedo Comptroler General fs 
\ | | tne 


The General HISTO R YY 


Wren thisthe Welt Indies, who was an Eye-Witnefs of: 
Extra all he has left behind him in Writing: He 


was taken. 


A Cata- 
bogue of 
Looks. 


was a Perfon bred up to Letters, and 
from his Youth had beftow’d a great deal 
of Pains upon Hiftory. |The King’ of Spain 
chofe him to be the Jntendant, or Infpetor Gene- 
ral of Trade inthe New World. He made feve- 
ral Voyages from Spain to the Indies, and 
from the Indies to: Spain, to inform the Em- 
peror Charles V. of the Difcoveries and Affairs 
of the New World: This Abftra& was read 
over before his Majefty, in the Prefence of fe- 
veral Perfons who went the fame’ Voyage, 
and who would have contradicted himif he 
had endeavour’d to have impos’d on his 
Majefty ; fo that it muft needs merit all the 
Credit ought to be given to a Man of Ho- | 
nour and Learning, who was an Eye-Witnefs 
of what he gave an Account of to fo great 
a Monarch. APP 

_ As we have already, for the fake of the 
Learned, fer down the Names and Works of 
a great many Authors that have treated of | 
the Affairs of the Indies, fo we fhall continue 
the fame Method of giving a fhort Cata- 
logue of them, that thofe dio have the Cu- 
riofity of being more -thorowly inftruted 
in the Hiftory of the New World, may con- 
falt the Originals, and fee every thing in 
its full Extent. | 
A Treatife to prove the Sovereign Power. 
of the Kings of Caftile over the Indians: 
Printed in Quarto,in 1553. 

_ Doétor Fuan Gines de Sepulveda, a Spanifh 
Canon very famous in Europe, has written two 
Treatifes intitl’d, Democrates of the Agree- | 
ment of War with the Chriftian Religion, and 
the juif Motives of the War with the Indians: 
Printed in Octave, in 1555. | Fr. 
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Fr. Francifco de Vittoria, a Dominican has 
. written two Accounts of the Indies upon the 
juft Caufes of the War againft the Infidels; 
thefe Accounts are to be found amongft the 
Theological Works of this Author printed 
in Ottavo in the Year 1586. fos, any 


‘Fr. Bernardin de Arevalo a Francifcan, has 
left us the Juftification of the Conqueft of 
the Indies : 1 believe this Book is but in Odavo, 
for there is no printed Copy to be found of it. 
Fr. Vincencio Palavicino, of the Right of 
making War againft the Infidels, and of the 
Inftitution of a good Government, two Vo- 
Jumes in Latine ; the Royal Council of Spain 
has given Orders for receiving thefe Books. — 
‘Don Bernardo de Vargas Machucha wrote a 
Defence‘ of the Conqueft of the Z#dies ; Fryar 
Antonio de Remefal fays the Reafon of this 
Book’s not being printed in Oéfavo, was its 
being againft the Bifhop of Chiappa. 
Dr. Juan de Solorzano Bereyra Treafurer of 
the foveraign CounciloftheZzdies, has compos’ d 
a learned Treatife of theA ffairs ofthe/rdies and of 
the Right that the Spaziards had to conquer and 
keep them:Printed in Zatine, inFolio, in the year 
1629. The fame Author has printed a learned 
Memorial or Difcourfe, containing the Me- 
thod that ought to be obferv’d by the Royal. 
Council of the Jadies in. their publick Ads: 
Printed in Folio in the Year 1629. , 
Don Pedro Martyr d Angleria, who was one 


of the Royal Council of the Indies, has compo-- 


fed eight Decades in Latine, of which only the 
three firft are in Print. A fecond Edition of 
them in Offavo, in the Year 1536 is to be 
had, of which the Abbot Trithemius takes no 
Notice. They were all printed in Folio, in 
1536, this Impreffion is much better than that 
in 1587. € | R The 
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The Hiftory of the Weft-Indies taken from 
the Memoires of Don Pedro Martyr: Printed 
in Jtalianin Quarto, in the Year 1534.’Tis to 
be met with in the Duke of Sefa’s Library. 
Of the Iflands newly difcover’d, of their In- 
habitants and their Cuftoms in. Latine : This. 
Treatife.it feems, is a Sequel of the Decades 
Of the YCdr.T S37 +4 vn ke un me 

Doctor Pedro Savorgnano infected, this Taft 
Treatife, among his Latize Works, with three 
of Ferdinando, Cortez’s Letters, printed in Folzo, 
inthe Vear LS 30e rate find) RER hi 

Giovanni Battifta Ramufio has made an A> 
bridgement of -thefe Decades in Italian, and 
inferted them in his third. Tome sie 

Fuag Paul Martirizo defcended. from Don 
Pedro Martyr, known by. the Works. he has 
printed, has tranflated his Great Grand-Fa- 
ther’s Decades into the Caffilian Language: 
… Gonzalez. Fernandez d’ Oviedo has compil’d a 
general Hiftory of the Jvdies in fifty Books. The 
firft Tome printed in Folio, in the Year 1547, 
contains. nineteen of them, with eight Books of 
Misfortunes and Shipwrecks : Giovanni Battifta 
Ramufio has tranflated this Tome into /talzaz, 
and placed it in his third. Volume with the 
Books of Shipwrecks, which makes the twen- 
tieth of his Hiftory. a . 

John Opoleur has tranflated the fix firft Books 

into French: Printed in Folio, in 1556. 
_ Diego de la Tobilla wrote a Treatife call’d — 
La Barica, ?Tisa Hiftory of the Terra firma 
of the Indies: Antonio de Herrera had a Ma- 
nufcript of it, and ’tis by his Means we came 
to the Knowledge of that Work. | 
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An Abjtract of the General’ Hiftory of the .. 
_ Welt-Indies, written by Gonzalez Fer- 
dinand d’Oviedo 2% twenty Books, and 

dedicated tothe Emperor Charles V. ; 


he a not of Jndsa lying towards the Eaft Authority 
near the Rivers Judus and Ganges thatof the Hj 
this Hiftory gives an Account; but of. the”: 
Weft-Indies which are ‘the Iflands, and Terra 

Firma in the weltern Ocean, fubje& to. the, 
Crown of Spain, ever fince their firft Difco- 

very by Chriftopher Columbus.’ Altho’ we have. 
already given you an Abridgment of. thofe 

things that) Ferdinand @ Oviedo related inthe 
Gonferences lie had with the Emperour Charles, 

V.and the Prefidents! of the Royal Council af- 

ter the Voyage he made from the new World 

to Spain, we cannot forbear retouching a little 

upon them in this Place. This Hiftory then 

_ merits fo much the more Credit, in that the 
Author has been an Eye-Witnefs of, and 
carefully examin’d whatever he relates, having 

liv’d two and twenty Years in the Indies during 

the Reigns of Charles V. and Ferdinand]. in qua- 

 dicy of Zrfpeitor-General of the Gold-Mines. 

Pliny fays in the Beginning of his Hiftory 

that he will relate things which he has read 

in four thoufand Volumes, a very laborious 

Task indeed ; but when we have fet down 

all we have met with in reading, we can but 

relate it upon the Teftimony and good Cre- 
Fa Le R 2 | dit 
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dit of the Authors, who are not always to be 
depended on, whereas there is lefs Danger 
of being cheated;- where: a- Man -has been an 
Eye Witnefs ; and this is the Diference ge 
... tween, Plizy’s: matural Hiftory, and that o: 
à pony onzales Pons @ Oviedo. Some People 
known to are Of Opinion, that the New World *difco- 
the Ancie ver’ in thefe laft Ages by Chriffopèr Columbus, 
— Sand Americus Véfpucius was utterly unknown 
to the Ancients, yet it is however highly pro- 
bable they had fome Knowledge of it ; for 
» Ariffotle {ays pofitively that: the Carthaginian’ 
Merchants, having pafs’d the Sereights of Gi- 
~~ braltar and penetrated the: Atlantic Ocean, : 
difcover’d a great Ifland full of wild Beafts 
shat never had been inhabited by Men. They 
alfo found init large Woods, navigable Ri- 
vers, and a Land abounding with all forts 
of Fruits that Nature had produc’d fpon-: 
taneoufly. Ariffotle adds, that this Ifland: 
was very far diftant from: Africa, that the: 
Carthaginians did not land there till after 
a great many Days Sail, and that. being 
charm’d with the Beauty of and Fruitfulnefs, 
of the Place, they fettl’d themfelves there. 
This Opinion of Ariftotle’s would make us con- 
jeCtare, that the Carthaginians landed either 
at Hifpaaiola, Cuba, or fomewhere on the Coaft 
_of the Terra Firma. ’Tis not altogetherun- . 
likely that the He/perian Iflands fo famous for 


. 4 


Antiquity, took their Name from Æefperus — 


the fecond King of Spain, it being the Cu- 
ftom among the Ancients to give to Kingdoms, 


and Provinces,’ the Names. of thofe who had 


founded or conquer’d them.» Thus the 4fjy- 
rians took their Name from -Affur, the Lydzans 
from Lydus, the J/maelites from J/mael, the Am- 
“4 | monites 
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monites and Moabites from Moab and Ammon, 
the Perfians from Perfeus, the Phenicians from 
Phenix Brother of Cadmus, the Egyptians from 
Ecypeus their King, the Armenians from Arme- 
aus, Who was one of the Argosaures that aflifted 

Fafon in the Conguelt “of the Golden. Fleece ; 
and in a Word. the Arcadians from: Arcas, the 
Son of Fupiter. , Sometimes, Conquerors gave 
Names to thofe Towns they, had built, ei- 
ther as a Mark-of Honour, or. to eternize 
their Memories and Glory; and ’tis uponthis | 
Account, Alexandria, and. Cefaria, were, fo 

cal’d from, Alexander and Ce/far. 

Succeeding Ages, ought to have the greateft Marina 

Veneration for the Memory of Chriftopher bow in- 
Columbus, who. has taught Mankind the Art débted to 
of Sailing by the Elevation ofthe Sun si 
and Stars; few before his Time card for” 
making Voyages, and. the..Pilots. that. pre-. ...» 
ceded him,,.durft never lofe Sight of Land, or... 

ever truft themfelves in the open Sea, for they 

had no certain Rule to go by, but fail’d ata 
Venture, without either Art or Judgement:::. 
Columbus addrett. himfelf firft.to » Henry NIL 79 whom 
Father of Henry VII. King of Exeland, offering be frit ad- 
to go and difcover in his. Name thofe vatt 472 bim- 
Countries, provided he. would contribute tof 
. wards the neceflary,.Expences of fitting ont 
Ships; but:the privy .Council.of England be- 
_lieving Columbus to be fomewhat crack-brain’d, 
rejected his Propofal.. Mecting with no bet- 
ter a Reception from Yo King of Portugal, By wbom 
he; went. into Spas where being favourably hy d, 
receiv'd by Don Henriquez.de Guzman Duke of oy?" 
. Medina Sidonia, and Don, Lewis de le Cerda, he by Meat 

their means had Andience of. King Ferdinand and re 
Queen, J/abelia: He was alfo. fo fortunate as 
_foget in Favour with Don Gonzalez de Alen- 
. a)" ae doza 
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doza a Cardinal of Spain. and Archbifhop of 
Toledo, who was extreamly furpriz’d at the 
great Learning and Poverty of Columbus, who 
at that Time was deftitute of Neceffaries for 
his Support. The King and Queen having 
refolv’d to drive all the AZvors out of Spain, 
were at that Time at the Siege of Granada. 
In the Year 1492 they granted Columbus what 
he demanded, with Ships and Men to affift 

“him in his. great Undertaking. 

Wherebe He landed at the Ifle of Guanahan: in Oc- 
fiftlandedtober, the very fame Year, and difcover’d a 
vaft Number of little Iflands lying all round 
about, which he nam’d the White Iflands, be- 
_ caufe of the prodigious Quantity of Sands 
that furrounded them,and madethem look ofa 
whitifh Colour : Afterwards he nam’d them the 
| Prime \flands becaufe they werethe firfthe had 
Where af- difcover’d.He landed next at the Ifland of Cuba, 
FPATESe Which is but twelve Leagues farther towards 
the North; fome of the Z#dians imbark’d with 
him, and conducted him to Cebao, which he 
The riche afterwards named H:/paniola ; and it is there 
Pte the richeft Mines are, which produce the fi- 
PS “neft Gold. The Indians of thofe Countries 
are of a fweet and affable Temper, they foon 
grew familiar with the Chriftians, tho’ upon 
their firft landing they fcamper’d into the 
Woods to fave themfelves. This made the 
Admiral refolve upon leaving fome of. his — 
own Men amongft them, whilft he went back © 
to give the Court an Account of his new 
Builds 2 Difcoveries. Accordingly he order’d a little 
Fort and tt of Intrenchment or Fort to be built 
Jeaves With the Planks of one of his Ships that 
fome Men was leaky, to fhelter and fecure his Men, 
behind. if the Indiaas fhould attempt to infult them. 
| | Upon 
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Upon. his Departure he ftridly enjoyn’d 
them to.be always upon their Guard, notto ‘ 
ramble too far up,into the Country, not — 
to. touch the Women, nor tooffer any Mani 
ner of Incivility to the Natives. _ Brae pik 
Columbus took about a Dozen Judians aboard bin fome 
with him. as Witneffes of his new Difcove- Natives to 
ries and in thé Name of all the Inhabitants 40Homage. 
of all the Iflands, to do homage to their Catho- 
lick Majefties. He alfodefign’d to have them 
taught the Sparifh Language and by fhowing 
them the Riches and Curiofities of Europe, to 
engage their Affection towards his Nation. 
The Court of Spain exprefsd a great deal zp. cs 
of Joy at the fight of Columbus and his Ln-rejoyces at 
dians whom they look’d upon as extraordi-hisReturn.. 
nary Men, having never feen any of themin 
Europe before. All of them earneftly defired 
Baptifm, either of their own Accords, or elfe 
prompt’d to it, by the Iuftigation-of others. 
The King and Queen, their Son Don Juan 
and the cheif Lords and Ladies of the 
Court were the Godfathers and Godmothers: 
This Ceremony was perform’d with all the 
Pomp and Magnificence that fuch a Novel- 
ty could require: One of the principal Jx- 
dians was chriften’'d by the Name of Don 
Juan of Arragon ; he was originally a Native 
of Hifpaniola, and a near Relation of the 
Cacique Goalanagare. Another was nam’d Don 
Juan of Caffile, him the young Prince adop- 
ted and kept in his Court, treating him 
with the fame Refpe@ and Indulgence as if 474 c4- 
he had been his own Child. He order’d his “/'* 
Treafurer to inftru@ him in the Spanifh Toague 


which he afterwards underftood to perfe@ion, 
as 


Indians 
baptiz’d, 
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as he did every thing elfe they were pleasd — 
to teach him. The other Indians went back 


mours deneinto their own Country with Columbus, on 


bim. 


whom the King and .Queen conferr’d a 
great many Honours with Abundance’ of 
Thanks for the important Service! he had 
done thé Crown, giving him leave to add 
to his Coat of Arms thofe of Arragon and 
Caftile, with the Title of perpetual Admiral 


of the Seas in the New World, to him and 


his Heirs for, ever. 
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The AT BENS in the New World, y am 
the Admiral Chron her Columbus. Sat a ON 

¥ Aving aires in the Preceediag; Abridesi 7 cuit 08 
ments, fpoken concerning the Voyages <& * 

and Adventures of Columbus, We will not trous : 
ble the Reader with a needlefs Repetition there= a 
of in this Place; but proceed to give a Rela- ae 
tion of certain Particulars, not mention’d by Si 0 
thofe Authors, of whom we gavethofe Abridg- as 


ments. The Indians vex’d to the Heart, to fee 7}, Tdi 108 
_ the Europeans fettled among them, refolv’d toansendeas  * 


make them perifh by Hunger; and for that Pure vour to 
pofe forbore to fow and. cultivate their Kad Sania the Fs 
fo, that, moft of the Spaniards dy’d miferably for PaaS TOR S, 


want of Food: However, the /udiauswerenot “She aes 
_ exempted from the fame Punifhment, vaft Num- Pe a. 
bers of them being ftarv'd to Death; bécane eo on ee 

the Europeans feiz’d and carry’d off what Stores “ea 
they had laid up for their own Subfiftance: — “4 
Notwithftanding this, the Spaniards were re 
‘ duc’d to fuch Extremities, that they were fore’d: ili tak 
to feed upon Dogs, and what. other. WANE se # 
_ Creatures they had brought. along with them Mi ¥ 
» out of Spain, and, when thefe were all don 07e ets 
Pthey had. récourfe. to the Flefh of. Serpents, A ANUS 
4 > which, tho? it was not venemôus, yet the very À 
Sight thereof was very naufeous to the Barapa ee a ee a 
ans; they drefs’d it as well as they could, ‘they EN 


F boil’d they broil’d it, to make. it fomewhat as ne Cau 
parce to their Stomachs; bot. in fpite. of all. Aiko 
‘their Care; this bad Nourifhment, Join d to the. rs 


® moiftnefs ae the CA be threw them into. a | 
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their Countenance continu’d for ever after of a 
. # Y 4 


. Saffron Colour. 


Captain Don Pedro Margarit, Commander in 


Chief in the Fort of St. Thomas, perform’d an 
Action very well deferving to be recorded in 


Hiftory : He was reduc’d to the fame extremity 


as the reft of the Spaniards were. A young 
Indian prefented him with two Turtles, but he 
let them fly immediately, in Sight of his Gar- 


tifon : God forbid, faid heto them, I fhould put 


a greater Value upon my own Lifethan yours; and 
fince you are willing to [fée your Fate with mine, ris 
but Reafon I fhoula take part in your Sufferings. 
This Heroique Action gain’d no fmall Applaufe 
and Affection to the Commander, from his 
Garrifon. | 
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Michael Dias, a Native of Arragon, happen- . 


ing to wound dangeroufly another Spaniard in a 


Duel, was forc'd to fave himfelf by Flight, with 


fome few others of his Adherents. In their 
Travels, they efpy’d a very delightful Place, 
which prov’d an Jedian Plantation moft com- 


modioufly fituated (where fince the City of 


Domingo was built) under the Government of a 


Cacique. This Lady being as yet very young, — 
fellin Love with Adichael Dias, whofe Compa- | 


nions met with a kind Reception there on his 


account. She difcover’d certain Gold-Mines, : 
-not above Seven Leagues from thence, and * 


a 


told them, that, if they would bring thi- © 
ther a greater Number of their Country-men, © 


- She would furnifh them with all manner of Ne- — 
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ards fettle 
themfelves 


ceflaries. This happy Chance faved the Lives 
of the Remainders of the. Spaniards in thofe 


Parts, moft of whom fettled themfelves in the » 


A: 


‘ 


about St Dominions of this Cacique, who took efle@ual | 
Deningo. Care to provide them with Guides, who con- — 
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The Spaniards highly taken with the Fertility, 
Plenty and Beauty of the Place, lived there for 
fome time in a perfect Union, till this good | 
Correfpondence was difturb’d by the indifcreet - 
and prepofterous Zeal of Father Bail, who ex- — 
claim’d lowdly againft the Admiral’s Severity 5 
becaufe he had caus’d fome Spaniards to be 
 hang’d,for aTerror to the reft,the better tokeep 
them in their Duty, it being one of his Maxims, 
That no good Difcipline can be maintain’d a-_ 
mong Soldiers, without keeping them in Awe 
dud Obedience. But, whenever he made Ufe of 
his Authority, this Father exclaim’d againit his 
Proceedings, as favouring too much of Severity 
and Cruelty ; and, being therein the Quality of 
the Popes Vicar, at laft launch’d out his Inter- 
dis againft the Admiral, and, by his abfolute — 
Authority forbid Divine Service to be per-. 7 
form’d in the Churches. This Mifunderftand- .. ._ 
ing proved the Canfe of great Mifchief and si! i 
. Diforders among the Ewropeans : For, the Ad- Spaniels 
thiral, to be even with the Vicar, would not 
fuffer him and his Family to be furnifh’d with 
what was neceflary for their Subfiftance, where- 
“by they were reduced to the laft Extremity. 
The Chief Men of the Colony, at laft, brought 
. Matters to a Reconciliation between them ; but 
that proved of no long Continuance: For, fo 
often as the Admiral was for punifhing Crimi- 
nals according to their’ Deferts, the other 
 thunder’d out his Excommunication; and Dis 
Vine Service ceas’d, to the no fmall Terror of 
all the good Catholicks, who faw themfelves at 
daft, under a Neceflity, of petitioning the King 
_ of Spain to put an End to thefe Diforders by his 
Authority: Hereupon both the Admiral and 
the Vicar were recalld ; but the King, in re- 
pet of the Signal Services of Columbus, gave 
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ML Bias another Commiflion to return to the New : 
World, recommending to him, toa with more — 
Moderation, and with fomething lefs of Seve- 
rity. . The Spariards are naturally inclin’d to 
warlike Actions, and being of a hot Temper — 
and Conftitution, are apt to fall into inteftine 
Diffenfions, if they have no foreign Enemies to 
exercife their Valour upon ; befides that, the 
‘ Spaniards who were firft of all tranfported in-. ! 
to the New World, confifting of Brifcayans, — 
 Catalonians, Andalujia ans, Arragonians, Galicians, 
Caftilians, belides thofe of Guipuzcoa, Navarre 
and Ajturia, Nations. different both in, their 
Manners and Language, tho’ all united in the 
Spanifh Monarchy, what wonder is it, if they 
did fall into inteitine Diffenfions in the aon 
’Twas this that furnifh’d the neighbouring — 
Indian Caciques, With a favourable Opportunity - 
Givesthe Of entring into a League againft the Spaniards: N 
_ Indians aa They brought into the Field five or fix Thou- 
 Opprrtuni- fand Men, with. an Intention to take and raze 
ae their Fort, and to put the Exropeans to the 
' $word. Alonfo d Hogieda, who then com- 
manded in that Fort, having got Intelligence 
of their March, was continually. upon his 
Guard, to avoid. a Sarprize, and upon their 
Approach to the Fort, repuls’d them with 
great Slaughter, and took their Chief Cacique, — 
who commanded as General, with many other : 
Officers of Note, Prifoners. This Cacique had _ 
a Brother, who having the Repttation of a 
firave Commander among the Indians, gather’d° © 
a Body of. 6090 or 7000 Men, to force the « 
| Spaniards to releafe his Brother; whilft he was — 
advancing in five Brigades towards the Fort of | 
St. Thomas, the Governour made a Sally with — 
300 Horfe and Foot, and the Jndiazs terrify’d 4 
at the. Sight of, the Hore; DSPOOR them. | 
My ge RAT “felves my 
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felves to: their Heels, without ftriking’ one 
Blow ; a great Number of them were) kilfdin 
the Flight, and the Brother ‘of. the Cacique, 
with the beft Part of his Army, was taken Pri- 
foners. The two Brothers were put a-board a 
Veflel to be carry’d to Spain) but dyd ia a 
Voyage of Grief and Defpair. | 

This Victory rendering the Spaniards Matters 
of all that Country, which is very rich and 
‘fertile; fourteen petty Kings join’d their 
Forces, to the Number of 15000, to chafe 
them from their New Conquefts, at atime 
which they thought the moft favourable. that 
could be, to compafs their Aim: For, the © 
_ Chriftians, under the Command of Don Bar- 
tholomew. Columbus, were reduced to a fmall 
Number, moft of them being dead by the in- 
juries of the Climate, and bad Nourifhment, 
and they expected daily a new Reinforcement, 
under Chriftopher ‘Columbus, which induc’d the ; 
Indians to haften their March, in order to at- 
tack the Spaniards, before the Arrival of this 
Succours. Barthclomew Columbus fearing they 
might fet Fire to the Fort, did not think fit to 
expect their coming thither ; but drew out his 
Forces, to the Number of 500, moft Horfe- 
men, and marching the gréateft part of the 
Night, farpriz’d the Jzdans in their Camp be- 
_ fore Day, and put them to an entire Rout with | 
a great Slaughter, taking as many Prifoners as 
they could difpofe of, the reft efcap’d under | 
favour of the Night. Among the Prifoners They ae 


were the Chief of the Kings, and fourteen /ubdued by “a 


the Spa- 
niards. 


Caciques. This Viétory gain'd fo vaft a Reputa- 
tion to the Chriftians, among the Z#dians, that 
_ they laid afide all further Thoughts of encounter= 
. ing them, being fenfible they were not able to 
x cope with them. The a Commander , 
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the better to gain the Affection of the Indians, 


fet the King at Liberty, who, in Acknowledg- 
ment of fo unexpected a Favour, for ever after 


proved a true Friend to all the Chriftians that | 


‘came into his Dominions. 


About the fame time Admiral Columbus being — 


come back from Spain, prepar'd for his in. 


tended Voyage for the Streight, (he fuppos’d . 


he fhould find) into the South-Sea; but was 
miftaken in his Suppofition, the Streight he 


4 


\ 


‘judg’d to be a Branch of the Ocean, being no — 


more than a Bay, as fhall be fhewn in its proper 
Place. Don Antonio Torres, and Bobadilaz, who 
“commanded a Body of Land Forces, having ta- 
ken a Refolution to return into Spaiz with their 


Troops, would give no Ear to the wholefome . 
Advice of the Admiral, who being well ac- : 
quainted with thofe Seas,reprefented to them the » 


Danger they would undergo of being Ship- 
wrackd, if they undertook the Voyage at that 


Seafon, for which they paid dearly foon after ; 


‘For, fcarce had they made 20 Leagues, but be- 


+ 6Spanith 128 furpriz’d by a moft furious Tempeft, 


Ships loft. twenty: fix large Veflels, out of thirty, were 


either fwallow'd up in the Deep, or ftavd a- 
gainft the Rocks, and all thofe vaft Riches they 


had gathered in the New World loft, befides 500 … 
Men drown’d, among whom was Rowland | 
Ximenes, Ring-leader of thofe who had revolt- — 


ed againft the Admiral and his Brother. 


Chrito- The Admiral himfelf, after many Difcove- : 


pher Co- ries made in his Voyage, arriv’d on the Coaift 
_ dumbus of Jamaica, where, having loft two of his Ships, 
arrives at he thought it his fafeft way, to give Notice of 
Jimaica, bis being there to the Governour of the New 


World, then refiding at Domingo. One Diego — 
| Mendez was fo courageous, as to put himfelf | 
Into a Canoe, under the Condu& of fome In. | 
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dans ; not without a molt manifeft Dangerof 
his Life, fince thefe Canoes being very light, 
are turn’d topfy-turvy by theleaft Blaft of Wind, 
. which is the Reafon, they always keep near 
the Shore; however, he had the good Fortune 
to fucceed in his Voyage, contrary to every — 
bodies Hopes; the Admiral did not negle& to - 
reward fo hazardous a Piece of Service, and of 
fuch vaft Confequence to him ; and the Spanifh 
Court, to eternalize the Memory of fo fervice- 
able an Action, befides other Rewards, added a 
Canoe to his Coat of Arms. 

The Viceroy was no fooner inform’d of the 
prefent Condition the Admiral was in, by his 
Letter, but he bought a Veflel, and having 
furnifh’d it with all manner of neceflary Pro- 
fions, fent it immediately to conduc him 
and his Company, to Æifpaniola. Moft of | 
them were fick, and much weaken’d by the | 
Fatigues of the Voyage, and thofe that were 
as yet fitfor Service, revolted againft the Ad. 
miral, being headed by two Brothers, Francs 
and Diego de Porras, one of which was a Captain 
of a Ship, and the other Pay-maftet of the — 
Forces. They feiz’dupon all the Indian Canoes, 
with an Intent to crofs over to Æifpaniola 
- but moft of them were fwallow’d up by the - 
Sea, few only returning to the Admiral, but  _ 
not to their Duty. For, the two Brothers per. i) ae ; 


fifting in their Mutiny, he faw himfelf oblig’d St 


_ to reduce them by Force of Arms, which was zheSpani- 


- foondone ; they were routed, their two Ring. ards. 
leaders taken Prifoners, and the Mutiny quell'd, 

- This was the firft Engagement that happen’d 

_ betwixt the Chriftians in the New World. LU x 
The Jndiazs fully inform'd ot the Diflenfions - 
among the Ewropeans, refolv’d to conceal their 

_ Provifions, to reduce them to the utmoft — 
“Cai RSR $ 4 ) Famine; 
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Famine ; But, no fooner hadtheAdmiral got No- 
tice of their Refolution, but calling together — 
the Chiefeft of the Inhabitants of this Ifle, told — 
them ina fhort Harange, That, he could fore- ! 
tellthem, they would all perifh by the Plague, : 
unlefs they furnifh’'d the Chriftians with every © 
thing they ftood in need of; And, added he, to 
convince you that my Prediction will prove true, 


~ I would have you take notice, that fuch and 
 fucha Day, you will fee the Moon all on Fire, 


and foon after difappear. For, he being well 
versd in Affronomy, it was eafie for him, by : 
the Rules of that Art, to foretel them, that 
the Moon fhould be eclips’d at fuch a certain 


by foretel- Minute, as he mention’d to them. All the 


> ing an E- 


clipfe of 


the Moon 


Indians affembled at the prefix'd time, to fee 


_the Effects of his Prediction, and perceiving 


the Moon a@ually eclips’d, they were ftrack © 
with fuch an Amazement, that they could not 
but believe, he would certainly make them all 
dyeof the Plague. They threw themfelves at 
Columbus his Feet, imploring his Mercy with 
moft doleful Cries, promifling they would’ fur- 


. nifh him and his Company with every thing 


they fhould ftand in need of, and at parting 
gave him moft evident Teftimonies of their 
Grief, to fee themfelves bereav'd of the Affift- 
ance of a Man, whom theylook’d upon, as a. 
. Meffenger from Heaven, for their Prefervation. — 
Soon after he return’d to Spain, where he dy’d 
of Age, at thé beginning of the Reign of — 
Philip and Queen Joan. Spain ftands indebted 
to him for the Difcovery of thofe rich 
Countries, which have diffus'd their vaft Pro- 
duéts and Treafures through Ewrope; and God | 
was pleas’d to make this great Man his Inftru- 
ment, tn open the Door to the Preachers of . 
the Gofpel, for the Converfion of fo many 
wi ie he ees Millions 5 
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Millions of People, who groan’d under the 
‘Slavery of the Devil, and fpent their Lives in 


the Darknefs of Paganifm. , 


| CH AB. yi.” it 
The Churches and Clergy of Hifpaniola ; 
with a Defcription of the moft remarka- 
ble things tn the City of St. Domingo. - 


HE King of Spain and Queen Joan his 
Daughter, order’d a very fine Cathedral  : 
to be built at St. Domingo ; whereof Father 
Garcias de Padiglia a Francifcan was made the 
the firft Bifhop, as Don Sebaftian Ramires was 
Prefident of the Court of Juftice erected inthat. 
City, and at the fame time, Bifhop of the 
Church of the Conception of la Vega, in Hifpa- 
niola There is not a Cityin all Spaiz which 
_ exceeds this, for magnificent and beautiful 4De/crip- 
- Structres: Here you may fee Palaces fit for the 7297 of + 
Reception of a great Prince; and as for‘ its P°minse. 
Situation, the Beauty and Regularity of its 
Streets, and the Pleafantnefs of the Avenues 
leading to it, they are fuchas may invite even — 
the greateft Monarch, to chufe it for his Refi. 
dence. The City is feated in avaft Plain, di- 
- vided from one End to the’ other, from North 
to South, by the River Ozama, the Banks 
whereof are adorn’d with Gardens well planted 
with Orange-Trees, and very fine Canes: On 
the South-fide, the Wallis of this City being 
_wath’d by the Waves of the Sea, one half of 
' its whole Circumference is enclos’d by the Sea — 
and the River : The Streets are very broad and 
 frait ; on that fide where you look into the 
Ge a je Fields, 
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Fields, you fee moft delicious Walks, and vaft — 


Meadows ; to be fhort, all its Avenues are fo 
very delightful, that it is impoffible to fee a — 
finer Situation than this, the Harbour being 
not above 12 or 15 Paces from-the City, the — 
Ships coming to the very Houfes of the Mer- _ 
chants, where they load and unload without 
much Trouble and Charge : Befides that, with. 
in Musket-fhot of the Harbour, they may enter 
the River, which is of vaft Confequence to 
Trafhck. ec 

Francis de Farai was the firft who built a 
Strudure of Stone in this Ifle after the Spazi(h 
Fafhion, fince which time moft of the other 
Spaniards built theirs after his Model. Dox 
Diego Columbo, Vice- Admiral of the Seas of the 
New World, and Eldeft Son to Admiral Chiffo- 
pher Columbus, was made Governour of Hifpa- ~ 
#iola, being fupported by the Intereft of 
Don Frederick de Toledo, Duke of Alba, becaufe — 
he had marry’d his Niece, Mary de Toledo, 
Daughter to Ferdinand de Toledo, Grand Com- — 


 mander of Leon, King Philip and Queen Joan, 


who fucceeded in the Throne of Spaiz after the 
Death of Ferdinand and Jabella, had fo great an 
Efteem for theDuke of Ala, that they refufed 
him nothing, whatever he ask’d for ; fo tis na 
Wonder, if he with Eafe obtain d the Govern. 
ment of H:Jpaniola, for Don Diego Colum 
bo, who, as we told you, had married that — 
Duke’s Niece ; the Grand Commander of Al- | 
cantara, who was Governour of that file, | 
being recall’d by the Intreagues of Forfeca 


_ Bifhop of Badajoz, his private Enemy. Tho” — 
_ this Gentleman’s Place, befides his own Re- © 


venue, was valu’d at 8000 Ducats a Year, he 


{pent itallin ACtsof Charity, but efpecially in 


iounding, an Hofpital; fo that he was forc’d to 
Ue gl le alle ae ROE 
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borrow so Piftoles for the Ufe of his Voyage, 
when he was recail’d into Spain. Liaw yoshi 
- ?Twas in the Year 1509, when Don Diego — 
Columbo fet fail for Hifpaniola with the Title 
of Governour-General; As he carry’d his Lady 7), spa 


Mary de Toledo along with him, a great Number ni #Wa- 


of other Ladies and Gentlemen took this Op. men firf 
portunity of going along with them, and the 4rougae 
young Ladies, for the moft part, made their 7? *M 
Fortunes there by Marriage. This was the firft y a 
time any Spanifh Woman was known tohaveleft ~ 
her Native Country, tofettle in the Nem World, 


_ which proved of great Confequence to the 


Spaniards ; for, tho’ not a few among them, had 
contracted Marriages with Izdian Women, the 
‘greateft Part of them naufeated them too much 

to marry them: Thefe Ladies which came from 

Spain proving a fingular Ornament to the City of 

St. Domingo, and meeting with great Encourage- 

mentthere, many other Gentlemen went thi- 


ther with their Wives and Families, which rais’d 


this City to a moft flourifhing State; we muft 
look upon this as an Effe& of God’s Mercy, 
who would have his Name be glorified in thofe 
Places, where the Devil had bin worfhip’d with 
fo much Devotion for many Ages, 

The GrandCommander was not at St. Domingo 
when Don Diego arriv’d there with all thofe that 


 accompany'd him ; but upon his return thither, 
__ fhew’d a great deal of feeming Satisfa&tion at 


the Sight of him, and told them, He was ready 
to obey the King’s Orders, which recall’d him 
into Spain, and accordingly fet fail thence in, 


‘September, in the fame Year, 1509. Don Diego, — 


… pf that Fortref upon Michael de Poffamont, and 


upon his Arrival at St. Domingo, had taken up 
‘his Refidence in the Caftle ; but his Catholick 
Majefty was pleas’d to beftow the Government 


fon 
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foon after uponCapt.Gonzalez Ferdinand d’Oviedoy 
a Native of A/adrid, his Favourite and Royal 

Hiftoriographer, Author of the fame Hiftory, 

whereof we have given you this Abjitra@. — 
The Grand Commander met with a moft favour- 
able Reception from the King, as well on ac- © 
cougt of the Signal Services he had done him in — 


the Indies, as in refpeétof that ancient Friend- 


fhip he bore him ; and told him, He was hearti- — 


ly forry he had recall’d him from his Govern- 
ment; So foon as the Commander had given him 


a circumftantial Relation of the true State of — 
his Affairs in the Jndies, where the Natives be- — 


ing generally inclind to that Governour, very 


much regreted his Departure. In all probabi- | 


lity he had foon bin reinftated in that Poft, had 


not his Death, which happen’d foon after, pre- . 


vented it. . | 


The Departure of the Grand Commander 8 
among the provd the Caufe of no fmall Divifions and Dif 


Spaniards.orders in the New World, becaufe his Friendsand 


Creatures, who had vaft Obligations to him, 
thwarted under hand all the Defigns of the new 


Governour, and the Court of Adadrid was 


pefter d with continual Petitions, and mutual 
Complaints of both Parties. To check the fur. 
ther Progréfs of thefe Devifions, it was thought 


fit to fend a Lord Chief Juftice into the Jndies, 4 


to hear and determine the Complaints, as well 
of the Governouras of the Subjects ; But the 
firft looking upon this as an Intreuchment upon 


his Prerogative and Authority, fo far fhew’d — 


his Diflike thereat, that he receiv’d Orders to 


return to Spaiz, which he did accordingly, ha- — 


ving fpeat vaft Summs in this Voyage, with- 
out reaping any confiderable Benefit byit. The 
King’s Death, which happen’d foon after, prov’d’ 


another Misfortune to Columbo, as well asto the — 
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Affairs of the Zudies, which he had left entan- | 
gled under no {mall Difficulties, the Zrdians 
being fickle, inconftant and changeable, which 
whether it owesits Origin to the Air and Cli- 
mate, Or to their natural Difpofition, I will not 
pretend to determine. ) | 
Upon this Occafion it will not be improper 
to mention here, what Queen J/abella told Chri- 
ffopher Columbus one Day, when he was giving her 
an Account of divers. Curiofities he had met 
within the New World. He told her among 
other things, That the Treesin thofe Parts, did 
not {pread their Roots into the Ground, as they 
doin Europe, but on the Surface of the Earth. 
The Queen asking the Reafon of this Difference, 
he anfwer’d, That the Ground being burning hot 
within, byreafon of the Heat of the Climate, and 
the Surface, onthe contrary, moiffen d by the conti- 
nual Rains, and the Roas being fenfible of this 
exceffive Heat and Drynefs, turn, upwards, to par- 
take of the Benefit of the Moifluefs, on the Surface 
of the Ground, which furnifhes them with Nourifh- 
ment. Lam very much afraid, reply’d the Queen, 
that this Difpofition, and thefe Qualities of the 
Climate, areinfus dinto the Inhabitants likewife ; 
andthat, as the Trees do not take firm Root there, 
foit will prove a hard Taskto fiz a frable, conffant | 
and durable Government there. ’Yiscertain, that 4 Chu 
if you converte never fo little with the Jedians, rader of 
it is eafie to find them the moft fickle and the tbe Indi- 
moft Inconftant of all, Men living, who never 1% 
ftick to any thing, and who fcarce ever know 
what they would be at ; the leaft Appearance of 
Fear, difperfes and puts-them to Flight; in 
_ fhort, they are more unrefolv'd,. more weak 
and credulous than Children of five or fix Years. 
old; and what is the worft, is, That thofe 
which are born from Indian-wemen, and an Ex- | 
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ropean Father, participate to a very high De- 
gree of their Mother's Infirmities. = 

After Charles V. afcended the Spawifh Throne, 
he commanded Don Diego Columbo, to return to — 
his Government of St. Domingo in the Indies, 
which, as we told you before, he had bin forced 
to leave by the Cabals and Power of his Enemies, 
againft whom he had pleaded his Caufe at Court, 
for five Years paft. ML + 

’Tis tobe obfervd, that moft of the great 
Lords in Spain had their Factors and Creatures 
in the Indies, who forc’d the /ndians to work in 
their Sugar-works and Gold-mines, and treated 
them otherwife in a moft barbarous manner ; 
of thefe fome had 260, others 300, which be- 
ingus’d worfe than Beafts of carriage, every 
Day, what with Hunger, and what with the 
Toils they underwent, they dropd down dead 
in vaft Numbers, to the utter Ruin and Dé. 
{truction of the Natives of this Ifle. HR: 
The continual Calamities thefe poorWretches 
groan’d under, by the Barbarity of the Spa- 
niards, made them at laft refolve upon a Mu- 

The Indi- tiny. Accordingly they got into a Body im 
ans drawn Chriffmas time, 1522, without being fufpeded 
to defpe- by any of the Spaniards, of whom they mafla- 
vations cred not a few in the Country, when they 
a . thought themfelves in the utmoft Security. 

niatde, Don Diego Columbo no fooner receiv’d the News — 

of this Revolt, and the Maflacres committed — 

by the Natives, but he affembled all his Forces, : 

both Horfe and Foot, and march’d with them in | 

purfuit of the Rebels: On the fecond Day he © 

halted on the Banks of the River Mzao, where | 

he receiv’d Intelligence, that they lay encamp’d ~ 

“about four Leaguesthence, having pillag’d one : 

of the Spanifh Towns, and carry’d off every © 

thing they could, being refolv’d to do all the — 
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Mifchief that poffibly they could to the Fx- 
ropeans ; which they would certainly have effect- 
ed with a Vengance, had not Providence foon 
after determind it otherwife, and made all 
their Projects to vanifh into Smoak at one 
Blow. BY NE ie de LAN D 

Among thofe that attended the Governour in 
the Army was Æfelchior de Caffro, who having 
fuffer’d much by the Revolted dans, took a- 
long with him two Horfemen only (but with- 
out the Governours Knowledge, who he fup- 
posd would not give his Confent) and with 
them riding to his Houfe, found it miferably 
pillag’d and demolifhd: He then fent Word to 
the Governour, that he intended to amufe the 
Indians, whilft he fhould advance with his 

whole Body, to attack them on all Sides. 
Hereupon the Governour fent him Ten Horfe- 
men, and as many Foot-Soldiers, with whom 
he advanc’d to the Place where the Rebels lay 
encamp’d. At the Sight of the Chriftians they 
fet up aloud Huzzah, whereat thefe being not 
in the leaft terrify'd, refolv’d to charge them 
immediately, without ftaying for any further 
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this fo providential. a ViGory, and fpent fi ia 
| Days in the Purfuit of the Revolters, which 
iB. being all taken at laft, were hang’d for the moft 
4 party in the Fields, to terrifie the reft from at- 

tempting, any fuch thing for the future, | 
k Theft fee Theft isa thing the Jzdians abhor moft of all 
= verely pu- others, and which they think cannot. be too fe- 
. id ce verely punifhd; they empale a Thief alive; and 
“ons  Jeavehim thus till he expires, and this feverePu- 
nifhment is infli€ted upon thofe who fteal. the 
moft inconfiderable thing that can be named. 
This Crimeis unpardonableamong em, without — 
anyRefpeét to their Parentage,Intereft or Inter- — 

ceffion 5 nay, it is look’d upon asa Crime, to 

follicit or {peak in behalf of a Thief, or to re- 

_ gueft an Abatement or Alteration of his Punifh- 
ment. The, /rdians are not in the leaftavari- | 

. cious, or coveting of any fixd Poffeflion; they : 
are given to trucking toa Degree. of madnefs, ee 
“becaufe the ey doit only to fatisfie their Fancy, | 

| without any Regard to the Value of the Things | 
. they intend to exchange: They will fometimes — 

oe part with a Thing of 20 or 30 Pounds Value, 

à for two or three Needles, or perhaps'a Piece of 
| Ribbon, meerly to gratifie their Fancies. — ate 
They were animated to, and engag’d in are i 
Radi gs at the ee of the rift Fath 
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fa@tion for the Injury he had done him, befides 
that, he had Debauch’d his Wife. The De- The mu 
puty Lieutenant was fo far from giving Ear to/ '** gh 
the Cacique’s Complaints, and from ordering ji.5 ca 
dueSatisfaétion to be made him, that he treated cique. | 
_ him very roughly, and committed him to Pri- 
fon ; ‘tis true, he difcharg’d him fcon after, 

but not without fome haughty and threatning 
Expreffions. The Cacique hereupon, had Re- 
courfe to the Royal Council of the IJndies, 
_ which is kept in the City of St. Domingo; but 

this Council referring the Cognizance of his 

Caufe to Vadiglio, the Cacique faw himfelf ina 
worfe Condition than before, being again com- 
mitted to Prifon, and worfe treated than for- 
merly. The Cacique then thought it his fafeft 
Way to at the Diffembler, with a Refolution 
to revenge his Quarrel with the firft Oppor- 
tunity, which he did moft effe&ually ; For, no 
fooner was he fet at Liberty, but putting him- 
felf at the Head of a good Body of difcontented 
Indians, he retir’d into the Mountains: From Gea his 
hence they made daily Excurfions, maflacring ee 
all the Chriftians that fell into their Hands, pil- 
laging their Houfes, and committing a thou- . 
fand Outrages in the open Country. It feems - 
almoft furprizing, how aninconfiderable Cacique 
could have the Boldnefs to appear in Arms a- 
* gainft the Chriftians, when all the Spanifh Do- 
minions in the Z#des, which were very full of 
People, were conquer’d by 300 Spaniards only. 
But itis to be obferv’d, that thefe firft Con- 
querers did lead a Life far different from what 

their Succeflors have done fince there; thofe 

lay continually under their Arms upon the hard 
Ground, for fear of a Surprize, whereas thefe 
_fead an idle Life, thinking of nothing but how 

to heap up Gold and Riches. ’Twas this that 
act HAS à made 
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made them take little notice at firft of the 
Cacique’s Revolt, tho’ they faw many Negro’s | 
join him daily, whereof by this time they had 
fo. vaft.a Number in their Sugar-works, that 
you would have {wore Æifpaniola had bin tranf- 
planted to the Coaft of Guinea. | 

However the King of Spain, to ftifle this Re- 


-bellion inits Infancy, offer’ d a general Pardon 


to the Cacique Don Henry and his Adherents, 
provided they would return to their Duty; 


but finding them refolute to perfevere in their : 


Revolt, Preparations were made to reduce | 


them by force of Arms. 


In the mean while, itfeemsas if God thought 
fit to punifh the Guilt of Fadiglio, who had bin 
the Caufe of thefe Difturbances, by the ill 
Treatment put upon the Cacique, inftead of do. 
ing him Juftice: For, in his return from the | 
Indies to. Spain, aboard a Veflel richly loaden, . 
the fame was {wallow up in the Sea, with all 
the Men and Riches that were aboard her. We 
may look upon this Accident as an Effeét of 
God's Juftice, who fometimes punifhes in this 
World, fuch as make an ill Ufe of their Autho- 
rity, to opprefs thofe that lye under Mis- 
fortunes. 

The rebellious Cacique, with his Followers, 
was retreated into the Woods and Mountains, 
inacceflible by reafon of the many ftanding 


, Waters-and Marfhes that furrounded them : 


However, Captain Francis Barrio having receiv'd 
a Comfniflion from the King and the Royal | 
Councilof the Jndians,to fupprefs this Infurreti= 
on, went abroad with.thirty Spamards only, 
with an Intention to get fome Intelligence con 
cerning the prefent Condition of the Rebels, 
in order to reducethem by Force, in cafe they : 
could not be prevaildupon, to lay down their 

| ATms. 
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Arms.’ The Captain being advancd near the 
Place were the Cacique, who headed the Rebels, . 
had his head Quarters at that time, was forced 
with his Men to pafs, for half a League toge- 
ther, through feriny Places, where they fomes 
times fell into the Water up to the Arm-pits, 
tillat laft feeing fome Jvatans in their Canoos, 
they ask’d°them certain Queftions concerning 
the Cacique Don Henry and his Forces. They con- 
tinued all that Night under their Arms, for 
fear of being furpriz’d ; but atthe fame time 
difpatch’d fome Indians to the Cacique, to give 
notice of their Arrival, and that they had cer- 
tain Propofitiohs of Peace to offer to him from 
the King of Spam. The next Day twelve Jn. 
dians {ent by the Cacique, and conducted by one 
of his beft Captains, camein their Canoos to the 
Place where the Spaniards ftood at their Arms; 
but Captain Francis Barrio, to remove all Caufe 
and Sufpicion of Feat, met them at fome dift- 
ance from the reft of his Men, and embraced 
them. They told him, that the Cacique was 
indifpos’d, and, that otherwife he would have 
come in Perfon to fee him. 

The Spanifh Captain, without hefitating upon Boldne/s 
the matter, refolv’d to go and pay a Vifit tof « Spa- 
the Cacique, tho’ thofe that were along with 2 Co 
him were againft it, reprefenting to him the”? 
terrible 'Paffages cover’d with Briars and 
Thorns, and many other Difficulties they were 
to over-come: But hetold them ; That God 
und the King’s Service requird it; That they 
had furmounted as great Obftacles as thefe long 
ago, and that, as the Cafe ftood, they could not 
retreat with any Hopes of Safety, even tho’ 
their Lives lay at Stake. He was no fooner 
come infight of the Cacique Don Henry’s Quar- 

_ ters, but he fent an Zadian to give him notice ot 
+ ‘Lid his 
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his coming, to affare him of his fincere !ntenti- 
ons, and to let him know, that he was come at- 
tended only by a few, to take away all occafion 
of Sufpicion ; That he had a Commiffion from 


the King of Spain, to aflure him. that he would — 


pardon every thing that was pafs’'d, if he would 
return to his Duty. The Cacique deputed im- 
mediately one of his Chief Officers tothe Spanifh 
Captain, to let him know, that he might come 


to him. with all imaginable Security.. They _ 
embrac’d one another at their firft meeting, and — 


feated themfelves under the Shade of a Tree on 


a kind of Callicoe Quilt, or Carpet. Captain 


Tumacco an Indian, one of the moft redoubtable 
Enemies of the Chriftians, and who had bin a 
conftant Plague to them, came alfo with five 


ee ee ea ee 


other Captains toembrace the Spaniard ; for it is | 


to beobferw’d, that.the Cacique Henry had un- 


der him fix Captains or Leaders ; they wore | 
Swords, and were armd after the European © 


manner, except that inftead of a Cuirafs, they 
wore a kind of Breaft-Armour of twifted Cords 
of ared Colour. 

The Spanifh Captain told the Cacique, That 
he was highly oblig’d to the King’s Mercy and 
Goodnefs, who was willing to pafs by and bury 
in Oblivion all his pafs’d Faults, and to receive 


him into his Favour. Hethendeliverd to him > 
a Letter from the King, which being read 


in the Prefence of all that were there on the 
Spot, the Cacique kifs’d it, and then, to fhew his 


Refpect, laid it upon his Head ; Healfo gave 


him a Letter of Safety from the Royal Council 
of the Jndies, fealed with the Seal of the 
Chancery, kept in the City of St. Domingo. He 
added, That, incafe he now refus’d the Pardon 
offer'd him from the King, he muft expea. no- 
thing but War, without any Hopes. cf a Peace 
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or. Truce, “till he were intirely reduc’d. Re- 
member, faid he to him, that for thefe 13 
Years laft paft, fince you have withdrawn your 
felf from your Allegiance due to. the King, you 
have not enjoy’d one Minutes Reft, being o- 
blig’d to lurk and hide your felf in unhabitable 
and inacceflible Places; whereas on the other 
Hand, if you return. to your Duty, it is left to 
your Choice to pitch upon the moft consti 
and pleafant Place in the Ifland, fuch as you fhal 
beft approve of, to pafs the remainder of your 
Days in Quiet. | 
Thefe Arguments had the defir’d Effect upon 
the Cacique’; He told him; That the Affront he 
bad receiv'd from the Spamiards, had moved him 
to take up. Arms againft them ; but that, for 
the future, he promis d an inviolable Fidelity 
to the King: That he would immediately call 
back all the Jzdians he had fent abroad in divers 
Parts of the Ifland, to annoy the Spawiards, and 
would reftore the Negro Slaves to their Mafters. 
They embracd once more at parting, with mu- 
tual Affurances of Friendfhip, and the Cacique 
fent a Captain and another Indian, to conduct 
the Spaniards to the Sea-fide: Thefe two drank 
fo much Wine. that the Spaniards thought they 
would have dy’d upon the Spot, being not us’d- 
to this kind of Liquor. As their Death might 
have bin laid at the Door of the Spaniards,which 
would have prov’d very unlucky at this Con- 
junéture, they made them {wallow down good The Revolt 
Storeof Oil, which, with fome other proper ends in a 
Remedies, brought them tothemfelves: Be- Peace. 
fore they were fent back, the Spanifh Captain 
_madethema Prefent of fome Cloths for them 
and their Chief Officers, and of a rich Veft for 
the Cacique, Don Henry. The Indians are a 
fickle Generation, they muft be fix’d and en- 
- RCA gag'd 
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gag d by fmall Prefents, to keep them in a good 
Underftanding with the Chriftians. t 

It appears by the Books of the Chamber of 
Accounts, that the Charges of the War carry’d 
on for 13 Years fucceflively againft the Cacique, 
amounted to 400000 Pounds of Gold, taken 
out of the King’s Treafury. “Iwas fhrewdly 
fufpected that this War was under-hand fo: 
mented, or at leaft protracted by fome, which 
at laft ended in an honourable Peace, for the 
Cacique and his Adherents, confidering the vaft 
Difproportion betwixt him, and the Power of 
that Prince againft whom he had taken up 
Arms. Butit was thought moft advifeable to 
bring Matters to a Reconciliation, by granting 
a general AG of Oblivion of all the Murders, 
Robberies, and other Depredations or Dama- 
ges they had committed upon the Spamards. It 
was alfo left to the Cacique’s own Choice, to 
chufe what Places he thought beft and moft con 
venient in the Ifland, for his Refidenceand thofe 
that belong'd tohim: The King of Spain being 
more inclinable to grant an honourable Peace ta 
thefeRebels,than to expofe his ChriftianSubje&s 
any longer to their Rage. Befides, that this Ca- 
cigne being baptiz’d in his Infancy, and his Do- 
minions containing a great Number of Men, 
with their Wives and Families, it was hop’d, 
not without Reafon, that this Peace would prove 
a Means to augment the Number of Chriftians. 
in that Ifle. Neither were they miftaken in ~ 
their Aim ; For, all thofe that had any Depen- 
danceon him, by the Example and Perfuafion 
of their Leader, receiv'd Baptifm, and for ever 
after cultivated a good Correfpondence with 
the Europeans. Dy enn omen: PAPA SE 
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C H'AP. “VIL. 


Of certain particular Curiofities relating to 


the Indies ; Of the moft confiderable Ri- 
vers ; Of their Gold and Silver Mines, 
ana their manner of digging for, and ma- 


naging of Gold. 


Py Here are innumerable Proofs which con. 

vince us of. that Forefight of Nature, 
according to which fhe provides for us every 
thing that is neceflary for our Subfiftance. We 
have told you already, with what Dexterity the 
Indians ftrike Fire, with a Pieceof pointed Iron 
of about a Foot long and half an Inch thick; if 
they happen to make any Stay in the Country, 
and ftand in need either of Light or Fire, to 
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drefs their Vidtuals or otherwife, they take two How the 
fmall Sticks, very dry and light, which they Indians 


tye together, and lay at length upon the PrikeFire. 


Ground; betwixt thefe two they fix the Point 
of the Iron, and turning it with the fwifteft 
Motion that poffibly they can, betwixt their 
Hands, the Point of the Iron by being thus vio- 
Jently rubb‘d betwixt the two Sticks, is heated, 
and foon after fets the Sticks on Fire. This 
Way of ftriking of Fire, which has fomething 
peculiar in it, is frequently made ufe of among 


: 


the Indians. Pliny tells us, Fire may be made by yj, 5. 
rubbing, two Sticks againft one another, much if. Nat. 


after the fame manner as the/zdians do. With- 
out going fo far, we fee frequently the Axel- 
trees of Chariots, and Cables of Ships, take 
Fire by too violent a Motion. 
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Salt is no lefs neceflary than Fire, for the Sup: * 
port of Life. In thofe Places of the Indies, — 
where they have no Salt, they have a Way of « 
boiling Sea-water, to fupply the Defect of na- « 
tural Salt-Springs. However, they have Moun- 

tains which produce vaft Quantities of a tran- 
Indian {parent Saline Criftal, not inferiour in Goodnefs 
mets tootr European Salt. Thefe Criftals are carry’d 
to moft Parts of the Jadies, and exchanged for 

other Commodities, fome. Pieces of them 

weigh above a hundred Weight, fo that they 

are forc’d to break them into feveral Pieces, 

for the Conveniency of Carriage, 

The River The River Ozama is one of the moft confide- 
Ozam2- sable of the Jndies, it pafles through the City of 
St. Domingo, unto which itis both a great Or- 
nament and fingnlar Conveniency, its Entrance 

being very deep, fo that Ships of a confiderable 

Burthen may come up to the very Houfes of that 

City ; however, the Waters of that River being, 
brackifh there, by reafon of the Vicinity of the 

Sea, they are obligd to fetch their Sweet Water 

above a League higher up the River. TheRiver 

The River Neiva carries its Current crofs the whole Ifle, 
Neiva.  difcharging it felf into the Sea on the North 
fide, but itis fcarce Navigable, unlefs near its 

The River Entrance. The River Nizao is a very fair 
Nizao. River, tho’ fomewhat léfs than the reft; its 
Banks are lin’d with Sugar-canes, handfome 
Gardens, good Corn-fields, and excellent Pa- — 

. ftures, which feed abundance of Cattel. : The 
The River Banks of the River Haina arealfo full of Sugar- 
Hains Canes, its Waters are very excellent and falu- 
brious, tho’ not very deep, and the adjacent 
Grounds exceeding fertile ; it difembogues in- 
to the Sea on the South-fide of the lfle The. 

The River River Nigua derives its Name from a certain . 
Nigua-  fimall Creature, which infinuates it felf into i 

yh Fle 


of VoyAGES and TRAVELS. 265 


Flefh at the Extremities of the Toes, where it 
caufes moft violent Pains, and fometimes Death, 
if not timely taken care of. The Banks on 
both Sides of this River are cover’d with Sugar- 
canes ; the Pafture Grounds which are behind 
them, and its many Channels it fends forth into 
the adjacent Country, are of great Ufe to the 
Inhabitants; ’tis only Four Leagues diftant from | 
St. Domingo. The Jura is one of the moft ra- The River 
pid Rivers of all this Ifle, it runs through the Juna. 
Province of Bonao, and. falls into the Sea on | 
the North-fide of it. . Fache is a Name belong- 75, ris 
ing to two Rivers in the Ifle of Spain, one joins Jache. 
its Water with the fpacious River Neiva, and | 
changes its Name as foonasitfallsintoit. The 4x, 
other Yache is a River much celebrated for its River fa- 
Saline Springs upon its Banks ; which are alfo che. 
embellih'd with delightful Fields, : Pafture- 
Grounds and Medows; ithas a very rapid 
Current. The Hatibonico is another large River, The River 
but very rapid on the Weft-fide of the Ifle; the Hatibo- 
adjacent Country affords excellent Corn.fields. "°°: 
There are befides thefe, many other Rivers in 
this Ifle, which afford great Plenty of Fifh, as 
the Maceris, the Catu, the Cibao, where they 
fifh for Gold. . 

The Ufe of Gold is of a very ancient date, 
Pliny tells us, that Cadmus was the firft who 
found out Gold, and the way of melting it : 
Others attribute it to Thoas, or to Lailides, or 
to the Suz, Son of the Ocean, unto whom Geliins 
likewife afcribes the firft Ufe of Medicines. 
God commanded Æ4/es to take Gold and Silver 
from the J/raelites, for the Ufeof the Taberna- 
cle he was to- erect. When ofeph, Surveyor 
. General of Egypt, order’d his Brothers Sacks 
to be fill’d with Corn, and the Money they had 
brought along with them, to be put uppermoft 
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in each Sack, he caus’d a Silver Cupto be laid 
in that of the youngeft, ‘befides his Portion of 
Moneÿ.::!The famè Fo/eph was fold by his Bro- 
thers into E¢ypr, to the Jhmaclites, for Money ; 
which fufficiently proves the Antiquity of the 
Ufe of Silver and Gold, and of other Metals. 
Pliny likewife: relates of Servius Tullius, King of 
Rome, That he was the firft who introduced a — 
Golden Coin, and that before that Time they 
us d it only in rough Pieces 5 he put the Stamp 
of a Sheep upon this Coin, whence the Latins 
have given the Name of Pecunia to all coin’d 
Metals. wees qi 

After the Spaniards had made King Atabaliba 
their Prifoner, in 1533. they fent to the King 
of Spain for his fifth Share 400000 Golden Pi- 
ftoles, the other 160000¢ being divided among’ 
thofe who had affifted’ in this Conqueft ; each 
common Soldier had for his Share o000 Pi- 
ftoles; the Officers according to their refpettive 
Degrees, fome. 15000, fome 20000, and fome 
50000. This Vidory was not inferiour to that 
the Spaniards obtained over King Afontazuma in 
Wew Spain, *Tis very remarkable, that juft . 
when the Forces defign’d by his Catholich Ma- 
jefty againft the Indians, were aflembling at 
Barcelona, four Ships atrivd in that Port loaden 
with Ingôts of Gold, valued at two Millions. 
of Money, being the Spoils of that Viétory ob- 
taind by Francis Pizaro, Governour of Pers, 


over the before mention’d' Atabaliba. Vhere -— 


are Inftances of entire folid Pieces of Gold 
being found, of 3600 or 4002 Piftoles in 
Weight. 

Fifpaniola produces Gold in divers Parts ; 
its Mountains, as well as its Rivers, con- 
tain a good Store of it, efpecially the River 
Cibao, which is very Famous for the great 
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Quantity of Gold it affords ; but after all, the 
Charge of finding it is more than moft People 
can well imagine; befides that, it is not always 
of the fame Finenefs or Goodnefs, tho’ it be 
taken out of one and the fame Mine or River. 
The Jndians frequentiy mix Silver and other 
Metals among the Gold they exchange with the 
Europeans, ‘The Virgin Gold is found in the Go 
Rivers, on their Banks, or in the Waters, and where and 
fometimes alfo in the Mountains. Thofe who 4°” # * 
make it. their Profeffion to manage the Gold/°*"” 
Trafick, maintain a great Number of Z- 
dian Slaves for that purpofe. They caufe the 
Ground, where they fuppofe they may find 
Gold, to be well cleans'd of the Sand, Stones, 
Shrubs and Trees that ftand in their way ; 
after which, they beginto digg about eight or 
ten Feet fquare, but fcarce above a Foot deep; 
if they meet with a Gold-vein, they digg deep- 
er, and what ever is caft up they wafh very 
well, to feparate the Gold from the Earth. 
Whenever they come to the rocky Part, 
without getting sight of any Gold, they 
leave off digging there, and begin at another 
Places?" | 

So foon as any one has difcover’d a Gold 
Mine, he isoblig d to give notice thereof to the 
King’s Commiffioners, but efpecially to the 
Surveyor of the Royal Mines, for him to caufe 
it to be meafur’d ; becanfe no body is allow’d to 
digg in thofe Grounds which are referv’d and 
mark’d for the King’s Ufe: The Tranfgreflors 
are punith’d as Pati) feu Highway-men; but 
the firft Commer may digg in the Grounds next 
adjacent to the King’s; tho’ it frequently hap. 
pens, that a Mine contiguous to a very rich 
Gold Mine, produces little or nothing, or at 
leaft only Silver. Thus it happen’d toa certain 
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Portuguefe. nam'd Afela, who in a little time, — 
duz out of his Mine to, the Value of 6000 Pi-. 
ftoles in Gold, whereas thofe that were em-. 

à ployd in the Contiguous Mines, did not get 
enough to defray their Charges. 

How it is .. Vhat the Gold whilf it is brought out of the 
_ wanaz’d, Mines may not be wafted, they put the Earth 
they dig in Baskets of Ozier or Cane, and 
then walh it well with Water,to feparate it from 
the Gravel or Sand ; this is. commonly the Em- 

_ ployment of the Jzd:an Women: They go into 
the Water up to the Middle, holding the 
Basket. by two,Handles, and thus fhaking them 
to and from the Water, wath away all the Su- 
perfinities, the more ponderous Part, which con- 
tains the Gold, remaining fettled at the Bottom. 
of theBasket. They arehere fo induftrious in 
the Search after Gold, that they will fdry up 
whole Brooks, and divert the Courfe of Rivu- 
lets, to find the Gold in the Sand and Gravel 
at the Bottom of them ;,’tis fufficiently prov’d 
by Experience, that the Gold is carry’d along 
by the Torrents, from the Mountains inthe 
Vallies and Rivers ; ’tis alfo found fometimes — 
in the open Fields, which if it happen, they 
conclude, the whole .circumjacent Grounds to 
contain Gold Mines ; but moft commonly the 

Dan greateft Quantity of it, is found at the Foot of 

Difference the Mountains. Sometimes a Gold Mine is of 

“Mines. nO great Extent on the Surface, but reaches 


very deep towards the Center of the Earth; in 


fuch a Cafe they dig as if they intended to 
make a Well, and the deeperthey go, the more 
Gold they meet with; but they muit take care 
the Ground don’t fink from above upon the 
Work-men, and ftiflethem. There are abund- 
ance of fubterraneous Mines in Æifaniola. 
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To take due precaution againft this Acci- 
dent, Pliny fays, That,thofe, that work’d in 
the Mines, us’d to füpport the Earth above 


them, with Planks and Trunks of Trees. He 
relates this of Affuria, Galicia and fome other 


Countries of Spaiz, which he fays, afford but 
little Grain and other Neceflaries of Life, but 
in lieu thereof are exceeding rich in Gold Mines, 
and that every Year they us’d to bring out of 
the Mines of Affuria, no lefs then 20000 
weight of it. Thefe Gold Mines, Pliry fpeaks 
of, muft at prefent be exhaufted ; yet there 
is yet remaining fome Silver, Copper and Jron 
Minesiin Spain, which are of great Advantage 
tothe King, 

The further you find the Gold remov’d 
from its original Place of Nativity (as we 
may call it) the more ‘refin’d it is, being: 
carry d along by the Torrents that fall from 
the Mountains, or by the Currents of the 
Rivers. ’Tisalfo worth Obfervation, thatthe 
Virgie Gold appears purer, and carries a better 
Luftre, before it is touch’d by the Fire. It 
happens fometimes, that in digging, they find 
a Gold Vein which difperfes it felf into an 
infinite Number of Branches no bigger than a 
Thread or Needle, which meeting at a certain 
Concavity fills it quite up, fo that penetrating 


through the Pores of the Earth, it gathers 


there like melted Wax; For, whilftitis under 
Ground it is whitifh and pliable, you may 
handle and mould it as eafily as mollify’d 
Wax; but it becomes hard, fo foon as it is 
expos’d to the Air. No:Body is permitted 
to dig, or go in queft of Gold, without a 


‘Warrant fign’d by the King’s Commiflioners ; 


if they do, and are difcover’d, all they get is 
forfeited to the King of Spain. | 
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Of the Manners and particular Cuftoms of 
fome of the Inhabitants of the Continent 
- tn the Indies. : nt) 


E read in many Paflages of Pliny’s Natural 

Hiffory, that in. Scythia there were cer- 
tain People, who fed upon Humane Flefh, and 
drunk their Blood in Cups made of Men's 
Skulls; they us’d to pull out the Teeth of 
thofe they had flain, and wate them for Orna- 
ments fake about their Necks, whence they 
were calld Antropéphagi ; they liv’d beyond 


Cannibals the Rivet Boriffhenes.. There are to this Day in 
or Men- the Indies fuch like Men-eating Nations, who 


eaters. 


feed upon humane Flefh, and who facrifice Men, 
juftas formerly the People of Thrace offer’d — 
up Strangers to their falfe Divinities. The 
Savages inhabiting on’ the Continent of the 
Indies, caWd Chorotegas or Caribes, wage Wat 
with their Neighbours, chiefly for the Benefit 
of taking Prifoners, whomthey devour. They 
are a Generation without the leaft Senfe of Hu- 
manity, much lefs of Pitty, who differ from 
wild Bears: only in outward Shape. They fhew 
not the leaft Symtoms’ of any good Inclinati- 
ons, and even fuch as have bin taken in their 
Infancy, and educated among the Chriftians, — 
return in time to their vicious Difpofition. 
They are fo much addiéted to Cruelty andVene- 
ry, that it is next to an Impoflibility to make — 
them defift from it, it is as it were natural to 
them. | 
?Tis a very common thing in the /#dies, to 
meet with Moniters and monftrous on 
| ome 
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fometimes fuch like happen alfo in Europe. The 
roth of Fwy, in the Year 1533. the Wife of , 4 1u- 
Fohn Lopez, a Native of Sevile, but then living on os 
at St: Domingo in the Indies, was brought to Bed p;,52. 
of two Daughters grown together; all the 
chief Inhabitants of that City, who had the 
Curiofity of coming to the Houfe to fee the Mo- 
ther and thefe monftrous Children, were Eye 
Witnefles of this fingular Accident. They were 
join’d together from the Stomachand Breafts to 
the Navel ; each of thefe two Children had two — 
Arms, each a Head, and a well featur d Faces, 
each its peculiar Neck ; their Bodies, from the 
Navel down to the Feet were alfo feparated : 
They had each its peculiar Name given them in 
their Baptifm; the Prieft, after having fprin- 
kled the Baptifm Water over one of their Heads, 
baptizing the other likewife, with thefe addi- 
tional Words, Jf thou art not baptiz’d already ; 
being under fome doubt, whether they had two 
diftin& Souls.’ This monftrous Birth dying in 
about 18 Days after, was open’d, and all the 
Entrails found: double, two Livers, two 
Hearts, two Inteftines; however, the two 
Livers were clofed together, being parted only 
by askinny Thread. The Navel, which on the 
outfide feem’d to be only fingle, was feparated 
within, fo that one of the Navel-ftrings, of 
one of them, enter d within the Concavity of 
the others Belly, they being from thence 
actually feparated downwards, for each had - 
two Thighs, two Legs, Feet, Gc. One 
dy’d about an Hour before the other; but it is 
to be obferv'd, that the fame Child being born 
and. brought into the World an Hour before, 
they may be faid to have liv'd the felf fame 
time. À remarkable Difference was obferv’d in 
their Actions ; for one would cry, whilft the 
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other was quiet; one would fleep,whilft the other 
was awake ; and fo in the fame manner with 
their natural Functions, Pifling, ec. whence it 
was eafie to infer that they were two diftiné 

Bodies, animated by two Souls. | 
And fince in this'and the preceeding Chap- 
ter, we have enter'd upon the Theme of 
extraordinary Accidents, we muft not pafs by 
in Silence, a certain miraculous Spring which 
arifes in the midit of the Sea, not far from the 
Ifle of Navaza, being a fmall uninhabited Ifle, 
betwixt Hifpaniola and Jamaica, about 18 
Degrees from the Equinoctial Line. Inthe open 
Sea about half a League from the Shoar of the 
Ifleof Mavaza, there are certain Rocks which 
you may plainly difcover under Water ; from 


AfvefWa- thence you fee arife a fmall Spring or Spout a- 


ter Spring 
in the Sea, 


bove the Sea Waves, in fuch a mannér, that you 
may plainly diftinguifh the fweet Water of the 
Spring, without any Intermixture of the Sea 
Water. The Spout is of the thicknefs of a 
Man’s Arm, and arifes from the Rocks lying 
under the falt Water, at leaft five Foot deep 
from their top to the Surface of the Sea. 

In the Ifle of St. Domingo, not far from the 


Country of the Cannibals, about 14 Degrees 


beyond the Equinodial Line, there is a fmall 
River, not above twenty Paces broad. at its 
Mouth, and fcarce four or five Foot deep, un- 


der the Water of this River, you meet with a 

ace ae POS 42 . à 
Spring in boiling Spring of Water, fo that, if you put — 
themidf of your Hand into it, and take up fome of the 


a River. 


Sand ‘from the Bottom, you would think you 
had your Hand full of warm Afhes. This 
Fountain confines its Water only to the Bottom 


of the River, that on the Surface being cool 


and very pleafant to the tafte. The Reafon of 
it doubtlefs is, That a certain Subterraneous 
Stream 
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Stream Of Water. which paflts through the 
Sulphur Mines} communicates its Heat to this 
Spring sand what confirms pr Opinion, As; 
à at “about 300 Paces beyond M there iflues a | 
Spring © ‘out’ of "the bare Brith ‘the y me 
whereof is fo hot! that’ you ¢an’ t keep it in your’ 
Mouth without RE of bart ‘it. “On the 
Banks of ‘this “is fouiid’ uidance of 
Gold. | | RES OF “us: thes ae ce lae «BRU Y OFT 
“HO vi ghol’ oot Bhierh 3 On 8 1 te 
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Concerning ee Plants abe, Faits pcudiar, 
SACS. the Indics.. RES 
AUS À à "1 909 ae Ling We. 2 ie 
THE Plait call’d Ages by the Indians, | is” AT Plans 
’ kind of Turnep, growing under ground; Ages. 


the Leaves not unlike to the Ivy: They Plant | 
them in 4 Line, the Ground being rais’d a little 


_above thei ; it Brows up and produces Leaves | 
immediately, which afford a Shade that pre- ey 


férves fhe Fruit, which does! ‘Rot! come to: full: 
maturity’ fillat five or fix Months end ; it is the’. 
ordinary Food’ of: Labourers, Who eat it in-. 
ftead of Bread with Fifh and: Fléfh ; whence it. 


is that you méet withit'in tof Gardens. : | The: 


Indians atid Negroes have fcarce any. other allow-” 


; ance for * their Food ; when it is broild it re 
Jifhes much bs tter’, and is often eaten after | 


Supper, Ww with Jiney ‘to help'di iéftion. They 


ver € "at 


weigh etes three or four Pound a piece, : | 


they have a white or reddifh Paring, the nisl is 
notunlikea Turnep. 9%“ 


Be 


© The Potaro’s grow. in vaft' Quantities in the Potato’: 


: Weer be ing ‘one of the beft Fruits the cy ge 
: feed upon, ‘being, ‘when they are well drefs'd, 
u 


hot 


ae 


M Pot SS ee à 
| eee 


274 The General HISTORY 
hot inferior to many of the beft Fruits of Fu 
rope. Theyare propagated in the fame manner 
as the Ages, and ’tis very probable they are of 

| the fame Kind, their being fo near.a Refem- 
= blance betwixt. their Leaves, and Shape, only 
that the Potato’s have a much finer tafte, being 
fit to be ferv’d up ona Prince’s Table: When. 
they are well drefs'd, they will, keep good in 
all the Voyage, from America to Spain, provi- 
_ ded they are not detain’d too long by con- 
mal Winds , for otherwife they will be | 
oil’d. / | | 
The Fruit Fajamais the fineft and moft excellent Fruit 
. Jayama. jin the World : It refembles in fhape to a Pine- 
Apple, but its beautiful Colour is not to be 
exprefs'd by Words, containing more Variety 
of Colours than the Peacock’s Tail: It is usd 
and cut in Slices, like Melons; but the Pulp is: 
more juicy, and calts fo agreeable and ftrong a 
Scent, that one of them is enough to perfume 
_ a large Apartment: The Riad refembles the . 
- Scales of Fifh rais’d, and lying clofe one upon 
another. This Fruit grows upon a thorny Shrub: 
or Thiftle with. long rough Leaves : The Stem. 
of the Shrub is ftrait and round, and each 
produces no more than one fingle Fruit ; they. 
require ten Months, or a whole Year, to bring 
them totheir full maturity ; notwithftanding 
which, they grow in fuch Plenty in the /#dies,. 
that they are little regarded and very cheap: 
They won't keep above fourteen Days, and | 
thenate apt to rot. In certain Places of the 
Continent, the /ndians make a fort of Wine of — 
this Fruit; ’tis very fweet, butis not near fo 
| ood as the Ewropean Wines. 
D fÆuro- all {uch Trees as were tranfplanted out of 
pean res Eurcpey in the Jndies, as the Orange, Citron, 
bhrtey an 40 rE: © Lage : 
theIndies. Figg,’ Pomegranate, and. other Trees, okt 2 | 
| ee, - there . 
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here in a moft prodigious manner, and afford 

moft excellent Fruits. Vines thrive as well 
there as any of the reft; but, becaufe the 
Climate is hot, and the Ground continually 

moift, fo foon as the Grapes are gather’d they 

begin to produce new ones, which much ime But done 
pairs and {pends their natural Sap or Juice in a continue 
{mall time. The Olive Trees are very fair and /ong- 
large here, yet produce no Fruit, but only a 
Bloflom. It is a certain Obfervation, That Fruits 
fuch Trees 2s bear Fruit with Kernels in 74 Xar- 
them, thrive but indifferently in the Indies, fr ine 
and fcarce ever bear any Fruit. Thus the 
Apricot, Apple, and Cherry-Trees, either 
fow’d or tranfplanted in feveral Parts of thefe 
Mes, never came to any thing. Pliny fays, tip. ve. 
That the Olive-Trées bear no Fruit in che 
Indies, ci | Me A 
The Tree Guazuama brings forth a certain 
Fruit, which the Z#dians put into their Drink, 
and makes them as Fat as Hogs. If they can 
make a Horfe to Drink of this Mixture, be 
_he never fo Lean, he will grow Plump and 
Fat in a little time. The Tree Gagai bears 
fmall White Figs with fmall Kernels, like the 
European Figs, and are very well tafted. Out 
of the Bark of this Tree, they make Cords; 
and out of thefe Cords, their Shoes and 
Pumps... ... 3 

Wild Vines grow plentifally in all Parts of 
the Indies, as well on the Continent as in the 
Ifles,and bear a tolerable good Grape or Rafins ; 
they creep up to the very Top of the Trees, 
like our Vines, if they be cultivated and ty’d 
to Stalks; they produce a much better and 
{weeter Fruit. M rails 

Pliny {peaking of Turpentine Trees fays, The in, 4: 
Male bears no Fruit, and thatis of two forts; 

Beg wrn s Lo it He aul ita 84e 


~ 


#16. The Cie) PET: $ t OR Pe 


one bearing a Red, the othe 

which. ripens ‘about the fa et 

pie do, bein! g of the bi gnel ‘of a 

very. fi) RÉ ST à hen it 

_emits a a of a rafious SE Thefe 
‘Trees grow. on Mount Jaa, not far f ton Troy 

and in. facedonia, the about Damas : “Thele 

he ees bri ing forth cet in Bowls containing fome 

ss _ final ‘Animals, . which. fing like Grafshoppers ; 

and out of. the Bark of of the Tre e iffues a rafinous 

inidicgn’ .vifous Liquor. | The’ D, of the P Phd 

Tur pen: nee the Jndies, is different from that whereof 


< 


me that Grapes 


zine. lin À has given us a Defcription ; fortho” they 


La ‘Yellow ‘Fait 


Bean, and of a 
i ouch’d it 


hae a kind of final! Creatures, not nlike - 


thofe mention’d by this Author, from hich, 
‘ifftes. a à fort of Tafinong Subftance, it is of quite 
another Nature than Turpentine. 7 * 

The Cel- . The Celba is the largeit Tree that grows. in 


ala the Indies. One of thefe Trees near the City k 


MN à: Vy.) “Domingo, was of fo vaft a -Butk, that 
fourteen Men holding one another by the Hand, 
coukd ‘hot grafp it; and to ‘this Day, in the 
Woods on dhe Continent, are fome to be feen 
DoF ‘much lefs then that was ; the inferior Part 

r Pit | bf. ft Tr “ee, ‘is fpaney and light, and 

“Gente. to” “be ct ut? Thi 
very. agreeable, and fpacious Shade, this be- 
ing che only thing: it. is good’ for; wheteas 
hy, there are divers Trees inthe Indies, the” Shade 
kit Men whereof produces: moft infapportable Pains in 


“his. bul ky Tree affords a 


# 


hy their the Mead, and’ foretimes kills thofeithat tarry : 
Shade. ‘100 lof “duderneath them ; of this Kind is that — 


‘Tree rom which the Caribes draw their Poifon, 

HER they envenom their Artows, The 
Fruit of the Tree Celba opens it felf at the 
approach of the Sun- beams, _ and contains a 


woolly Subftance, ‘in the midft whereof are © 


fmall Grains or Kernels, which are the Seed of 
the Trees. En 
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In the Weftern Parts. Of D aride, for. sue 
pb 400 Leagues, } piu ene et witha f 
of Apple-Trees, the Fruitewhereof, is aay Apple- 
Poi bis rhefe Apbles ioe ae like our  Mufcade i pans 
Pears, sand fo. fair to the. Eve, that one an i 
fearee f nell to, and wih af Be Sie ame ne 


Checks, and. Hee e: tt. fall eo rd 5 


Lert ER LE 
acquainted with, He 20 ‘poi s 


Tree, and, rry for boue t ime ie under cas au à A 
fin d. ns ves, ft ere 


happens | to ie tt is Hf etl like. A 


raifes Blilters and Pimples on the Skins A owe 
€ 


touches the Eyes, it PA them, burf, a 


Party remains Blindfor ever: A Man, can’ fly 


for any confiderabl $ time near a Fire miadé RE 


its Wood, without being feiz’d with an in. 


‘tolerable Head-ach, : and a Certain Heavinefs, 


which affects ‘both’ Men and Beatft ; fuch is 
the Malignity of the ‘Juice contain’d in this  - 
Wood. 

One thing whereinthe Trees in the Indies We 
fer from thofe : of Europe, \ Africa, and” Afia, 
is, That the firft never caft their Leaves, being trees a). 
always Green throughout the whole Year. fis Ways gre 


no hard matter, to find out the Reafon of this” in co 


différence ; becaufe all the Seafons inthe Jndies, 
are, temperate and moift, the. whole. Year bei 1B 


_ like one contiau’d Spring. The Olive,the Laurel, 


and Palm-Tree, Myrtle, Cyprefss. and, ‘Pine- 


gt 


Tree, never part with their | Leaves, in what 


Part foever of this Country they grow. ;.no 


more than many other wild Trees, as the juni- ae a 


per; the Cedar, Turpentine, the Tamarisk, OE EY Lin 
all which are continually Green here. ‘The Canes SAA not 


and. Reeds, « enjoy the fame. Advantage im thefe SAS 119 


LeHRRES. 29 Ne tells us, That. the Trees which UE 
Ü 3 ÿ “Brow “i 
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grow about Memphis, and in the Country of 
Thebaida, never loft their Leaves, nay, not 
even the Vines. This may very well be ap- 
ply’d to the Indian Trees; but on the other 

But dons Hand, they are not very durable. Their na-. 

continue tural radical Juice or Moifture, is difpers’d in a : 

goodfor fhort time, they dwindle away, and bear no 
any long longer any Fruits; fo that they are oblidg’d to 
fine. pull them up, and plant others in their Places. 
The Beams and Planks made of thefe Trees are 

of no long Duration 3 the Pofts, Doors, and 

: Windows made of them perifh daily, and are 

foon confum’d by the Worms. “Perhaps fome. 

thing of the Fault may be laid at the Work- 

_ mens doors, who make ufe of it whilft it is yet 
quite Green. | | 17 


Some peculiar Obfervations concerning cer. 
tain, Trees in the Indies, whereof they pre- 


pare moft excellent Medicines for: the Cure 
of Wounds, and other Difeafes. | 


N all Parts of Æifpaniola, as well as on the. 

À Continent, you meet with vaft Numbers of. 

: Trees cover’d with Thorns, they grow wild, . 
and out of the firft Leaves fprouting forth o- 

thers, and out of the fecond others #ill, con- 

| tiguous at the Extremities to one another, they 
‘A Medici. ferve inftead of Branches, They take the 
nal Tree Leaves and Thorns of this Tree, bruife them, 
ds and fpread them upon a Linnen-cloath like a. 
Guokem Plaifter; this they’ apply to a broken Leg or 
Yimbs. Arm, after it has bin well fet before. This 
| lhe Plaifter — 
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Plaifter re-unites and’ ftrengthens the broken 
Part to a Miracle; they leave it upon the 
Wound, till it has perform’d its: Operation, 
and when it is perfe&ly cur’d; it falls off it 
felf. The Fruit of this Tree is of a reddifh 
Colour, of the bignefs of an Olive, cover’d 
on the out fide with almoft imperceptible 
Prickles, which fting your: Fingers. when you 
touch it: They make of this Fruit a kind of 
Pafte, which they cut in Pieces of an Inch © 
fquare : The Indian Men and Women highly 
value it, and ufe it to Paint their Faces and 
Bodies with, of a Rofe Colour, it far exceeds 
the. Red Paint, made ule of by the European 
Ladies. 

“They grow in divers! Parts of Hifpaniola, 
on certain Trees, from which they draw a 
liquid Subftance, like a Balfam, being an ex- 
cellent Medicine : They grow pretty tall, and 4 Baïfam 
their Leaves are not unlike thofe of the Pom. Iree. 
granate tree: The Trunk and Branches of the 
Tree, feem to be very dry, but the Leaves are 
very Green and Frefh. This Tree is call'd 
Goacovax by the Indians; the Wood will burn 
like a! Flambeau, whence it isthat the Fifher. 
men ufe it in the Night time, when they are 
a Fifhing : It has an agreeable Scent, notwith- 
ftanding which, the Indians can’t bear it. Valk 
Numbers of thefe Trees grow in the Woods, 
as well in this Ifland as on the Continent. 3" 
tonio de Villa Santa, Inhabitant of St. Domingo, 
was the firft who made T rial of the Effects of 
this Liquor, unto which they Bive, but im- 
properly, the Name of a Balfam. ’Tis proba- 
ble he had learn’d this Secret from his Wife, 
who was an Indian Woman. Others fay, iat 3 
Codous, a noted Indian Phyfician, firft of all 
found out this Balfam, in tst5. They take 

U 4 ene =: 
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the Shavings, of this Tree, and),boil them im — 
Water, which. produces a. fort, of; Liquor not 
unlike an Oil but fomewhat. thicker, of a Red | 
- Golour, likeClaret, 71 is anexcellen Remedy, — 
for all frefh Wounds, ftops the, Bloo: ina Mos © 
ment, and clofes the Orifice; there is. nota 

more eafic iat r fafer Remedy, toibe found ia the, 
World, te the Pain, fo PRBIFS 
3 this does, :,,.: . PI: RES SU LE bo ; 
Anlndian When the. Jade bare &amind to take a | 
Purge. Purge,’ they make .Ufero er unlike 
a peal’d Hafel-Nuc; 1 th A ge tof 
a Plant, the TAREE. ered thofe 
of. our: Hemp4 Jt. be ars. cet oms, 
wherein are enclosd three or’ our © -thefe 
Kernels... Der Fohm dela Vegas; after, ea br 
LENS syst Aa thefe Kernel RH 3 ay Tt 


man à fo ces seh cake see ti in 
dois, he voided all bis Entrails, 
and dyd in the; utmoft. EE Pain, an | 
Mifery. Ft ody tack ete of Fig of Tip Be : 
There is a certain kind of Figs in ia paniole 
call'd the Figs. of Hell, ‘commonly, k a.to the 
Phyficians, Druggifts, Herbarifés and Per- 
fumers. | Dhe, Banks of| the Rivers here, Aus 
for, the moft part, fin’ with fine, tall and ft FF 
Canes. Th €,,| Ina ans pads ir; Cabins. « 
them, and fo,d0 the Europe times, 
fides other), Ufes they have pt AA ifs 
Grouadwhich;produces. the e Canes i iS  generall iy 
ver yfit) to. hear, Indian GEAR -andial for 
Paie. (The thinner fort a Cane, is mat euf 
of for, Arrows, Mats and Pancers, an divers” 
other curious Workmanhhip 5 AnALITNG. fineft. 4 
: ait (FE ARTREC into ie ahs) Walking, 
canes. bath MOTTE iN tte be t A 
ASE VE e ba) ee 7 30% bay? 


7 


‘gehen of, the SH be Va 


Ye 


inthe beginning, 


of Vowaces and FRAYELS abe | 


lover the Jndies you fee.,(.in. great Quan- 
tity a SSA Herby cal all J “by. Deréqns ee. 
N'ES ft to fatten, Cattel withal, as our Acta tens Cartel 
in Fare Th bis Kiss eth grows up high, dike t 
vy, only that.the Leaves are. fomewhat thin 

ner. re de ufe of to borne c Body, tbat si 

| sbyd W AS Get | ch at Childge ie“ qe - 
o gear if Shey brule ve à À 


fe AD CAT. te 
Lars anesae out the pis mix it with. ath a aah 


Feist _Suchas, and. is medic ie mn Gus the AT 


pare. BEL Bs am 
EXONS wild, itri G 
fo. that, you, wo fat it, saree a es ‘on™ 
Tree, the Stal eng g Red, , as well,as the 
-CAVES, ro peti 13 unlike theVineL. eaves 
ice ape eae ‘when they, 
e loft their natural C olour...,[t-bears Grapes: 
OI oH 8 _. nie a Hand, the. ETT RE NESE a eur h 


rapes, they y are Green: FAC AMAR FO Red; 
me Places ieapepiallt ap en they begin to 
en. efe Gr es they, oil, with the Leaves 

a ‘i is. made th ro? the Confi- 


Hon CRE. they lee it fettle, and 
Eo ee aes? Wounds, . which it 


ate Ba oft Aspen fuccefs : : 


r, this. Balled ‘ops the Blooc fieagiss. the 
found, and clofes itup, even tho’ pa a of the 
a are 

Opinion, that t iar it 
and quicker in sat of 
true natural one. The Leaves of this Plant, AnIndian 


dettil?d through a Limbeck, afford a moft Aqua Vi 


excellent Aqua Vire. A Negro Who had his Leg t- 


ue; torn to Pieces by a Cart, which run over 


his 


~~ 


5, 


Oo. lef yt an! a. fimall Mufquet- -ball, and ubetuc a o 
ali Hite Lhe ifcern’d through the Skin KT NE 
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his Body, was cured by it ina very fhort time, 
they only dipp’d fome Linnen clothes in the 
Aqua Vite, which they apply’d to his Leg. 
It is alfo an excellent Remedy for theCholick, ! 
and the defluxion of cold Humours. 43 
The Indi- An Indian, tho* you treat him never fo kind- 
sentais) 1» Will not part with his Secret, of thefe they 
us . Pre yh Manatee 
of their ate Very tenacious ; hence it isthat they keep ! 
_ Secrets into themfelves the Knowledge of the Vertues of — 
Phyfick, their Simples, efpecially in reference to the. — 
Europeans, for let any one of them be never fo 
much their Friend, they will not impart to him, 
thofe things they know may contribute towards 
the curing of Difeafes. It muft be attributed 
to nothing but a good Chance, that our Peo- 
ple found out the ftupendious Effeëts of that. 
Plant, the Jrdians call Perebecenue. Whenit is 
come to its full growth, it is as tall as a Man; 
it cures all manner of Wounds, be they never 
A Cure forfo old, nay, even when gangreen’d, and as one 
oldWoundsmay fay , become incurable. They take a 
andUlcers, Handful of the Leaves of this Plant, boil them. 
in fair Water, till one third of the Decoétion 
be evaporated, then take it from the Fire and — 

fet it to cool. In this Decoction they dip Lin- 
nen-Cloaths, wherewith they wafh, and:rub the — 

_ Wound ; this done, they apply fome of the, 
frefh Leaves, but not till after. they have 
fqueez’d the Juice out of it upon a Linnen- 
Cloath ; wherewith they bind up the Wound. 
Fhis Operation muft be repeated twice a Day, — 
and ina very fhort time it will cure the moft 

malignant Ulcers and Wounds. | x 
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DC HART oa ae 


OF fome peculiar forts of Animals in the In- | 
dies, and of their particular Qualities. 


THE Cori isa little four footed Creature 
i not unlike our Rabbets or Moles; they 


their Necks, that they are fcarce to be feen; 
they have no Tails : Some are White, fome 
Black, fome Py’d, White and Black ; fome are 
Pyd, White and Red, very agreeable to the 


Cori a 


Creature 


have fall Ears, which they lay fo clofe to! 


ike aRab: 
et. ÿ 


 Sight: They make no ill Scent in the Houfe; — 


feed upon Herbs, and a little ferves them: 
They tafte like the beft Rabbets, but thei 
Flethis not fo dry, but more lufcious. 


_ The /ndians did not make Ufe of Dogs, till 
the Europeans taught them the Conveniency of 
thefe Creatures ; but what is moft remarkable, 
is, that the Indian Dogs, never Bark, Howl or 


‘Cry, nay, even not when they are beaten or p 


Indian, 
gs ne- 


kill'd: Their Flefh affords good Food, for ver Bark. 


which purpofe it is, that they have bin almoft 
all deftroy’d by the Europeans... Pliny tells-us, 
that the#rogsin Cyrene don’t make any Noife ; 


when they are tranfported into other Countries, — 


they begin to fing. ’Tis poffible, that if the 


Indian Dogs were brought into other Parts, 


they would Bark and How], like other Dogs. 
_ ?Tis certain that the Grafhoppers in the Ifle of 
Seripbe, don’t fing, till they are tranfported 
“Intothe adjacent Countries. 


The Indians were deftitute of all forts of : 


Horfes, till they were brought thither out of 
Spain 3 but fince that time, they are encreafed- 
to a great Nomber in all Parts of the Country. 

| They 


4 


{ ru ce 


they tron here, 


T he ab H LST. Oo R y 


‘They have now alfo vaft Store of Oxen 


and Cows, fo that you may a good Oxe 
for a rics wea abe ade 1 


oe s 
ae to HA, and the reft of the a 
tants: in ‘Proportion: ::However,) fince 


:? ‘have apply’d themfelves to» their, Sugar:wc 


ihe ee moft-of this» Cattle isigrown rare 
ways ‘Kept? in. the common Fields and Woods, 


but are: encreas'dnto ant ialt  sincredible 


‘Number: : rhe IF | Bas. ow À vd omot eit yeh tt 2 


Thelndian The Indies ‘are: full of: Serpents, fo/that: i 


Serpents 
harmlefs. 


How the 
Indians 
baie for 
Gd iff. 


would be : next to ant Impoflibilityy {to 
Defcription of their feveral Kinds: Ar 


harmlefs, and according to/their Opinion, not 
Venemous:1 Some ‘of ‘them are Twenty: Foot 


long; but of the thicknefs‘only.of.a Dotible- 
fit. Thewndians eat them and fay they-are 
very good Meat. : They have, : however; *a, kind 
of  fmall Green Serpents, | which sarefull of 
Poifon,; and. much an requeft ;:-becaufe with 
their Pan idee their Arrows. | 
“is: ‘Aut 9 comer ot Ni stoqrug Aidt ve 


1190 sus » ft? pe ra Fa 


4 ott | à H Ass © ie ase ss 
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ani d ei ‘Sea. and River, . sn 
ent) 2 “oH bas avs 4 brown: 
Ripdats: sect Fish’ being (the moft: common 
S) ‘Food of the J#dians,. they: catch the laft 
with Cotten- Threads : But) they» fave. acer- 
tain’ Herb: they call Baigua, this»they chop, 
and bait the Fifh with it, ‘by cafting it ony the 
Surface of the Water: The Fith being as it were © 
AACA by this Bait,’ ariféto” the Surface 


à 


of Bears are 


1 
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later, where they ‘remain with i 
Matibae. fo't de they can take as many’ oo 
think fit, with hell s only. Ta à tn 
moft forts of Fifh we have in ERA Rob ER 
Soles, Turbits, Eels, Sarditis, ‘Sea and’Shell-fifh _— 
of all forts. Their À ‘ifh ate not fo Phlegmatick, 
and confequentl; ‘more wholefom than thofe’ of 
Europe; but on the other Hand, ate not’ ‘fo well 


tafted. is} éé here, ‘al, other Fifh in great 
Re 


x > but te Number of of Tortoiles’ is 


++ 


in | 
se ere wi terrify’d | in Hess by : ‘a Monfrous 
certain monftrous. Fifh, ‘the very Sight where- Fifbes in 
of makes the ha ys tremble for fear, | efpe- theless, 
cially the fe in | {mall ‘effels, which are in great 
danger f being overfetiby them, becaufe they 
‘calt'a vaft Quantity of ‘Water out of their No- - 
* ftrils with an almoft inctedible Stréngh'; when 
they’ appe ear above Water, they difcover. their 
Wings a noft like two Arms, each of f “which 
being twenty or twenty-eight Foot long, and 
the Head fourteen or fifteen, judge of the bulk 
of the whole Body-of this Animal,-which is 
not much inferior to that of a middle fiz'd 
Veflel. ii À 4 
Thefe Seas in thefe Parts). abound alfoin Sea- Sea.wolves 
wolves, efpecially near the Shore of the Conti- 
nent:, It.is the nimblift Fifth of all, they: go 
out ‘Of the Water to fleep t upon the Sands, and 
fleep fo found that you may hear them fnoaring 
at a great diftance ; fo they are eafily take Or 
| kala a a they are afleep. “Thé ‘Femal 5 
- bring forth two young onés, whom they, no 
rifh with the Mi Ko if t cir Breafts. On chek 
“they “have Gat fine Black Skin, 
| a bite fometin s you thal!’ fee alfo fome 
Red ‘one s.- There Mies rai certain "fat ‘Subftance 
betwixt their Skin’ and Flefh, from eh 
raw 


tro 
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draw an Oil they make ufe of, both for frying. 
and burning. in Lamps. Every Part of their. 
Body is fit for Food ; but it 08 eat this Flefh: 
for feveral Days fucceflively, it lies very heavy 
upon the Stomach. Thefe Sea-wolves are 
eighteen or twenty Foot long, and eight io 
Circumference: Their Teeth are very tharp, 
and they Prey upon other Fifh, who make 
open War againft them in vaft Shoals, fur- 
round and bite them ; but the Sea-wolves com- 
monly make their Party good, let the odds 


3 Numbers be never fo, inuch againft them. 


hey make a great Noife whilft they are fight. 
ing, you fee the Water bubble, and the 
Waves rife up to the height of the Maft of à 
Ship, aid the Surface appears all Bloody. One 
thing is very remarkable, concerning the Skins 


‘of the Sea-wolves, that fuch Pouches or Girdles 
as are made of them, relax and lie flat, when 


it is Ebb-tide at Sea ; whereas they are ftiffand. 
bloated when the Waters flow... ag Be 


WS HALE: XL 
Of the different Kinds of Birds of the 
Indies ; both at Sea, aud on the Conti: 
nent. — AE oe ee | 


: 


\ Hen you travel out of Europe, to the 
7 Indies, you will fee a vaft Number of 
Birds flying clofe to the Surface of the Sea, 
with an incredible Swiftnefs; they are not 
unlike our White Pidgeons, with long and thin 


_ Tails, whence they are call’d, by the Paflengers, 


Bulrufh :. Thefe Birds. breed afhore, ncRaTENes 
GE 
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lefs, are frequently feen at Sea above 300 
Leagues from any Land; their Beaks and 
Eyes are Red, and their Feet and the extremi. 
ties of their Wings Black; fometimes being — 
quite tir d with flying, they pearch or fettle 
on the Mafts or Deck of the Ships, and are 
taken with much eafe. , | 
« Generally fpeaking, all the Birds of the 
. Indies have Feathers varying with many 
lively Colours: The beautiful and different 
Coléurs of the Paroquet , are paft all De- 
fcription. The Nightingals fing not fo fre- 
quently here, as in Ewrope, neither do they 
come near themin their Nodulations and Vari- 
ations. On the other Hand, the Sparrows fing Singing 
very melodioufly here; they have them here af SP4rrows: 
all forts of Colours, nay, even fome that arequite | 
_ Black ; but they are very fmall.. They have 
alfo another kind of Sparrows, who live, as it 
were, in the manner of a Family: They build 
a Neft big enough to hold 200 or 300, viz. 
for feveral Families, with divers Partitions 
_ for each Family, for the Father, for the Mo- 
ther, and the young ones: If they efpy a large 
Bird, or a Bird of Prey coming near them, 
the whole Flock draw out in a Body, fall upon 
their common Enemy, and don’t leave him, 
till he has left fome of his Feathers behind him; 
that mioft of the other Birds are as fraid tocome 
near fuch a Neft, as Men are to approach a Neft 
of Wafps  , A Sp ot et 

On the Seas and Sea-coaft of the Indies, you 
fee alfo another Bird, which has fomething ve- 
fy pecoliar belonging to him: his Feathers y range 
are fpotted like a Leopard, being a Bird of Bird. 
Prey both by Sea and Land ; one of his Feet -is 
large and broad like that of a Goofe, and the 
other has a Talon like an Eagle: If any Fifh are 

ae a ae | * fporting. 
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whole Towers on his Back, we dread the fiery 
Nature of a Lyon, we obferve not without 
Admiration the Swiftnefs of a Bird of Prey ; 
but Nature is no lefs to be admir’d in its 
Production of Flies, and of the vileft Infects, 


which are provided by her with every thing < 


-neceffary for their Subfiftance. 


It happens fometimes, that certain Parts of - 


the Indies are over-whelm’d with fo vaft a 


Numbers of Ants, and that they make fuch Prodigious 
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‘incredible Ravages, that the Inhabitants know Munters 


not how to continue in their Habitation ; for 
they ruin all the Trees to fuch a Degree, ‘that 
they bear no Fruit for feveral Years after, and 
eat or fpoil all the Provifions they have in their 


_Houfes. Thus one time the Inhabitants of. 
St. Domingo were reduc’d by thefe Infects to 


fuch Extremities, that they were upon the 
Point of quitting the City; but before they 
came to this laft Refolution, affembled in thé 


Cathedral, where Alexander Giraldia , their ~ 


. Atch-bifhop, celebrated folemn M ifs in his 
Pontificalibus, and made, in the Name of all his 
Diocefians, a folemn Vow to God, under the 
Patronage Of St. Saturnin, whom they chofe 
Protector of their City, and no fooner had they 
made this Saint their Advocate, but the Cala- 
amity ceas’d. 

<The Scolopender, or the Creature with a 


Sting is very-painful: Some of them are of 
different Colours with black Streaks and black 
Heads, thefe are the moft dangerous of all. A 
certain Kind of this Infe& with a hundred Feet, 
never appear but againft Rain, or approach- 
ing exceflive Heats ; “they deftroy-the Corn, and 
other Products of the Field, and fhine fo bright 


in dg Night, that they even enlighten the Air . 
X 


that 


of Ants 


| The Sco- 
hundred Feet, is of a Fingers length, his Ibperiders 
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that farrounds them. Sometimes Scolopendens — 
sand Infeéts of a hundred Feet, have bin feen as | 
Jong as the Palm of a Man’s Hand, and as thick ! 
as a Man’s Thumb, with fmallblack Streaksand — 
black Horns; thefe feem very terrible in 
the Night time, but hurt no, Body they are 
often feen as well in the Houfes of the Ba opeen, 
as in the Cabins of the Jeans, eS 

Lib. 14 Play mentions certain Creatures ‘defti- 

cap. 34 tute of a Paflage to void-their .Exrements, : 

Hult. Nat. which, he'fays, come out of their Mouths: | 
Thefe Creatures feed moft generallyupon Blood, : 
till they burft and dye, and this kind of Infeé&s — 
are engender’d in the Flefh of Oxen and : 

, Dogs. | | 3 hae 1 

Scorpions. The Inhabitants of the Judes are fre- ! 
- quently ‘troubled with great Numbers of : 
Scorpions; thofethat are ftung by them, dye : 
commonly in three Days time ; however, their — 
Sting is much more dangerous to Women and 
Female Children, becaufe they are feldomer 
cur’d than Men. and Boys ; but after all, it is 
certain, that the Scorpions in America, are not — 
altogether fo venemous as thofe in Europe ; 
the Wound they give is exceeding painful 
for a Quarter of an Hour, and comes pretty | 
near to the Sting of a Wafp at firft Appear- 

Large and A0: There is alfo a fort of Flies in the Indies, 

bright i- Very Well worth our Obfervation: They are as 

ning Flies. big as a Man's Thumb, have Eyes as bright. as 

| if they were two lighted Candles, fo that they © 
enlighten the circumambient Air, where-ever 
they fly, to fuch a Degree, that People who 
wanted to light a Candle in hafte, have bin 
known to run ftrait forward to a Perfonwho 
held one of thefe Flies in his Hand, thinking 
it had bin-a Candle. They give fo ftrong a — 
Light in a Chamber, that you may both pen 
à an 
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and write by it ; they put two or three of them 
together, and ufe them inftead of a Lanthorn, 
to light them throngh the Fields, tho’ the 
Night be never fo dark. Soldiers frequently 
make ufe of them here, in ‘their nodtornal 
Marches, to keep them in the right Way, 
and prevent them from lofing one another in 


the Woods. The /zdans make a kind of Collar 


of them, fo that they may be feen at a Leagues 
diftance, when they are abroad a hunting in 
the Night time; this Light being attended with 
this Conveniency, that neither Wind nor Rain 


can extinguifh it: "Tis credibly reported, that — 


one of thefe Flies put on the Head of a Guide 
has given fufficient Light to a whole Party, 
that were fent ont in the Night upon fome 
fecret Defign: “Tis not only the Luftre of 
their Eyes, that produces this Light, it is 
fpread likewife on both fides of their Bodies, 
fo that when they move their Wings in fiy- 
ing, this Light is confiderably augmented : 
They are kept to ferve inftead of Candles at 
‘Suppers, without any other Light. The Indians 
bruife and make a Pafte of them; and when 
they have a mind to make Sport, and frighten 
thofe that are unacquainted with the Secret, 
they rub their Bodies withit, which appearsto 
be all on Firein the Night time. This Infect, 
“when it is near Death, its Light decays and 
lofes it felf by Degrees. EUR 


| 
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CiH AP XVe 


Certain curious and rare Obfervations of the 
. Îfle of St. John, and how it was con- 


quer'd by the Europeans. 


HE De: call Borichen the fame Tfle 


pe unto which the Exropeans have fince gi- 


ven the Name of. the Ifle of St. Fohv, about 
25 or 30 Leagues diftant from Æifpaniola, to the 
Weftward of it. About midway betwixt both 
is the Ifle of Afova, containing fcarce three 
Leagues in Circumference, but is very fertile, 


‘and inhabited by a few Indians and Chriftians. 
All forts of Herbs are moft excellent here, and - 
they have the beft of Melons. The Ifle of 


St. John is 55 Leagues long, and 20 broad, 


feated under the 17th Degree beyond the © 


Equino@ial. It abounds in Gold, and every 
thing that is neceflary for Life, efpecially in 
Mahiz and Caffaves, whereof they make their 
Bread. They don’t want convenient Harbours, 
and have Plenty of Fifh. The Country is wa- 


ter d and moiftned by divers Rivers, and ftor’d 


withCattle of all forts. | 


Don Nicholas d’ Ovando having fubdu'd this 


Ifland, made Ÿobr Ponce d’ Leon his Deputy Go- 


vernour there, one who had aflifted Chriftropher 


Columbus in his firft Difcovery of the Indies... 


The Chief Cacique or Lord of this Ifle, 


nam’d Aigucibana, to fhew his Efteem for the 
Chriftians, wou d aflume the Name of Johkz 
Ponce de Leon, it being: a Cuftom among thefe 


 Zndians, that, when they intend to give any 


one a particular Mark of their Efteem, they 
| | | change 
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change their Name for his. This Cacique’s ADiferip- 
Mother had alfo taken the Name of ones, rip ee 
being a Lady of fingular.Merit (confidering fhe eh. ‘ 
was an /rdian) and her Son the Cacique, pay'd 
her all the Deference and Refpeé& fhe could 
defire ; fhe had bin an Eye-witnefs of all that 
happen’d when the Evropeans firft got footing in 
that Ifle, and usd to difcourfe of that Enter- 
prize with a great deal of Senfe and Judgment. 
Above all other things, fhe advis’d her Son and 
Subjects to maintain a good Correfpondence 
with the Spaniards, which produc’d this Effect, 
that the Cacique difcover’d to them two Ri- 
vers very rich in Gold, | 
The Air is very unwholefom in this Ifle, and 
the Water not fit for Ufe; the European Chil- 
dren us’d to dye as foon as they were wean’d, 
and drank of thefe Waters, they turn'd Yellow, 
and dy’d of a ling’ring Diftemper. Thefe In- 
conveniences oblig’d the Europeans to change 
_ their Habitations, and to make their Settle- 
_ ments on the furthermolt Point of the Ifle; 
but they could not fubfift there, they were fo 
infefted and plagu’d with Flies. ?Twas about 
. this time the Indians laid a Defign of rifing ia 
Arms againft the Chriftians ; they put it in 
Execution one Friday, in the Vearr5ir, when 
the Chriftians, who not in the leaft fufpeéted 
any fuch thing, were difperfed in different 
Places. For this purpofe it had bin concerted 
among the Indians, That each Cacique fhould 
murther fuch Chriftians as he found in his 7% In- 


affembled, to the Number of 3005, in fevera] 5", Te 
. Places, fell unexpe@tedly upon the Chriftians, of p¢s). john, 
whom they put about 80 to the Sword ; for, 
this being a woody Country, it was an eafie 

X 


3 matter 
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matter for them, to affemble and’ conceal | 
themfelves, till the Signal was given. The other — 


Chriftians now faw themfelves in the moft 
eminent Danger of undergoing the fame Fate 
with their dead Companions, before they 
could get into a Body, when Diego Salazar, 
a brave Captain, feeing there was nothing but 
Death to be expected at the Hands of thefe 
Barbarians, put himfelf at the Head of thofe 
few Spaniards that were neareft at Hand, and 
charg’d the Enemy with fo much Refolution, 
that at the firft Charge (being quite amaz’d 
at his Bravery) they threw down their Arms, 
to fly with the more. fwiftnefs and eafe; after 
which, Salaza join'd Ponce de Leon with his 
Troops. After this Shock, the very Name of 


 Szlazar became fo terrible to thefe Barbarians, . 


that whenever they faw a Spaniard, theythought « 


it had bin Salazar. 


The Indians, among other Prifoners, had | 


- taken the Son of Swurex de Medina del Campo, 
and kept him, with a Defign to Maffäcre him 


on a publick Feftival, in Sight of the People. ~ 


Swarez advertis’d by a Slave of the barbarous 


Defign of the Indians, goes thither in Perfon, — 


One jingle and meeting with 300 of thefe Wretches, who 
Spaniard guarded him, throws himfelf into the middle 


uw toohard of them, killing all he met in his Ways and | 


for 300 having releas’d the Prifoner, jearrie? him off 
fndians. ; | 


purfue bim. 


This Venom of Rebellion had fpread itfelf à 
all over the Ifland, the Inhabitants whéreof Had — 
taken a fix’d Refolution to fhake off the Yoak © 
of the Europeans, coftit what it will One Day 4 
a young Spaniard, who had difguis’d himfelf like 4 
an Indian, by painting his Body with fuch vari- w 


ous Colours as they molt delight in, took an 


without Oppofition, the Jzdians not daring to — 


Opportunity « 


te 
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Opportunity of getting in among them, as they 
were Merry-making on a certain Feftival: 
Here he heard them talk of nothing elfe but 
triumphing over their Enemies, before they 
had got the Victory; and of the approaching 
Deliverance of their Country, by the Slaughter 
of all the Chriftians. He gave notice of what 
he had underftood, to the Governour, who 
flighting the Matter, was a few Days after 
~murder’d, with all that were near him, by the 
Indians. | | 
The Spaniards enrag’d at fo barbarous an 
Aion, refolvd on the utter Extirpation of the 
indians, to revenge the Death of their Gover- 
nour, whofe Funeral Obfequies they celebrated 
~ with asmuch Magnificence, as the prefent Cir- 
cumftances of their Affairs would give them 
leave. Which done, Diégo Salazar, Pence Leon, 
Michael de Torro, and the reft of the Spanifh 
Officers of note, affembled -all the Remnants 
of their Forces into one Body, above one 
half of them being murder’d by the Indians, 
whilft they were difpers’d in divers Parts of 
the Ifland. ."Tis to be obferv’d here, that it 
was. a general Opinion among thefe Indians, | 
That the Chriftians were Immortal; and it 
was this that reader’d them fo terrible among 
thefe Barbarians, till a certain Accident un- 
ridled this Secret. Some Indians offering their 7}, Inci- 
Service, to carry one John Salced on their Backs ans make 
crofs the River, he acceptéd of is; but nozrya whe- 
i — were they come in the midft of the tert 4 
‘Current, but they not only let him drop, PR ad | 
alfo ftifled him under Water; this done, they 
laid his dead Carcafs upon the Bank of the 
River, where they guarded it for three Days, 
frequently {peaking to it, and asking it many 
Queftions, to try whether it would return an 
| | X 4 Anfwer ; 
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Anfwer ; fo foon as they found it to contra 
an ill Scent, they gave notice of what had. 
kappen'd to the Cacique, who from time to time 
fent fome of his Zrdians to look upon it, in 
order to convince them by their own Senfes,that 
the Chriftians were no lefs Mortal than other 
Men. This prov'd one of the chiefeft Motives, 
that embolden’d them to the intended Infur- 
rection, and the Maffacring of the Chri- 
ftians, 

The firft Engagement happen’d in the Country. 


“of the Cacique Aqueibana, near the Mouth cf. 


the River Carinco. The Europeans furpriz’d the 
Indians in the Night time, and made fuch a 
Slaughter among them (tho’ they had a good 
Number of the Caribes or Cannibals in their 
Army) that they believ’d no .otherwife, than 
that the fame Chriftians they had maflacred in 
cool Blood, were reviv’d from the dead ; and 
it was to this Miracle they attributed their 
Victory, when they faw a numerous Army de- 
feated by a Handful of Men. Pouce de Leon 
with 24 Soldiers only, had another fortunate 
Encounter with a whole Army of Indians, con- 
fitting of nolefs than 11000 Men. The /ndians 
fecing fo infignificant a Number advance with 
fo much Boldnefs and Fiercenefs againft fo 


great a Number, could not fo much as bear — 
the very Sight of their Enemies, and therefore. 


began to retreat before them; but, when they 
faw one of their Companions, advanced on 
fome diftance before the reft, drop by a 
Musket ball, they were fo terrify’d at the un- 
ufval Noife and its Effe&s, that believing him. 


to have bin kill’d by a Thunder-bolt, they run 


away as faft as they could, to fave their Lives 
by Plight, | 


wee The 
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The Fruit they reap’d of this Victory, was 
the abfolute Conqueft of the Ifle of Borichen, Submit to 
whereof the Spaniards remain’d in quiet Pofs*?™ 
feffion, after that time, Notwithftanding all 
the great Services of Ponce de Leon, done to 
the Crown of Spain by this Conqueft, he fell 
into Difgrace, and was recall’d from his Go- 
vernment, by the Intereft of Chriffopher Co- 
lumbw, who was none of his Friend. Seeing 
his Services fo ill rewarded, he equipp’d two 
Barques, in order to make fome new Difco- , 
veries on the Shoar of the Continent. In this 
Voyage, coming to the Ifle of Bimini, the 
Iflanders told him, there was a Fountain in 
the Country which had the Vertue of making 
old People young, and reftoring them to theis 
full Vigour : © Ponce de Leon overcome by the 
Perfuafions of the fimple Iflanders (who aûu- 
ally believ’d there was fuch a thing) fpent above 
Six Months in vain in fearch after it; how- 
ever, he did not altogether lofe his Labour, 
having by this Means difcover’d a Tra@ of 
above 100 Leagues long, and so broad, of 
the moft beautiful Country on the Continent, 
about the 25th Degree beyond the Equino@ial 
Line. The Chriftians were much forwarded 4 miracu- 
in this Difcovery, by a moft miraculous Dog, lous Dog, 
call’d Berzillo 3 because he did fuch Actions, as | 
would have perfwaded fome People, that he 
was a rational Creature. He found out a De- 
ferter in the midft of 100 Indians, he bit him, 
and feiz’d him with his Teeth by the Arm, 
to force him to come back to his own Camp. 
If a Prifoner happend to make his Efcape in 
the night time, they only us’d to let loofe this 
Dog, who following the Scent, was fure to 
find him out, and to bring him back, tho’ he was 
a League from the Camp. He knew who 

rs were 
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were Friends, and who were Foes to the Er. — 


ropeans ; he would wag his Tail at the firft, and - 

fall upon the lalt ; and what is almoft incredi- 
ble, he could diftinguifh in the Family fuch 
as bore a particular Affetion to his Malte? | 


_from the reft. His Matter being a Captain, 


ADefcrip- 


zion of the 
lle of Cu- 
ba. 


had one and a half Man’s pay, for this Dog’s 
Servicein the Army. This ftupendious Crea- 
tureattempting one Day to follow an Indian, 
that was run away, was, in {wimming crofs a 
River, kid by a poifonous Dart an Indian 
let fly at him from the oppofite Side of the 
fame River. | RS men : 


CHA P. XVI 


Some particular Obfervations of the Ifle of | 
Cuba, cal’d otherwife en tiene Ye. 


HE Ifle of Cuba is not above 25 Leagues 
diftant from ÆHifpaniola: It has 300 
Leagues in Length, and 65 in Breadth, being 
fituated above 20 Degrees beyond the Equi- 
notial Line. The Capital of this Ifle is the 
City of St. James ; which has a very conveni- 
ent Port, and the Æavana lies on the North- 
point of this Ifle. The Iflanders wear fhort 
Cloaths of Cailico, Rings in their Ears, and 
Golden Chains about their Necks. The Wo. | 
men have a Callico Veil on their Heads, and 
about their Necks; and befides this, a fhort 
Mantle about their Shoulders and Arms. 
This is a very populous Country, there are a- 


= bove 3000 Cabanes alone in the Province of 


Campechio. Thefe People ftood amaz’d when — 


they faw Ships with all their, Equippage ap- 


proaches 


— 
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proaching the Shoat, but they were like 
Thunder-ftruck, when they heard the dread- 
fui Noife, and faw the Fire and Smoak of the 
Cannon, and got-the Scent of the Gun-powder 
into their Noftrils, they thought no other- 
wife than that it had bin Thunder and Lighten- 
ing. They feem’d to be overjoy’d, and highly 
carefs’d thofe few Europeans that went a-fhoar, 
_ and prefented them with good ftore of Birds 
fit for Food; with Turtles, Peacocks, wild 
Ducks, and divers other forts of wild Fowls, 
befides fome Hares and Bucks. About fifteen 
Leagues higher, they faw the Province of 
Agvavil, the King or Cacique’s Namie, that 
then commanded there in chief, being Cizpotom. 
They met here with a quite different Recep- 
tion, for the Natives threatned them with 
their Bows and Arrows, and would not füffer 
them_to come a-fhoar, Their Faces were 
painted with various Colours, and having a 
mind to draw the Chriftians into a Snare, 


when they ask’d them for frefh Water, told” 

them, That their Springs were at fome diftance ,, 
from the Sea-fide, and that, if they pleas'‘d they; 
would fhew them the way how to come at them. ha 


They led them through abundance of By-ways, 
in order to cut off all Hopes of retreating 

and then charg’d them at a diftance with their 
Arrows: The Chriftians, tho’ but few in Num- 
ber, defended themfelves moft gallantly, and 
at laft, with great Difficulty, got back to their 
Ships, after having killd a good Number of 
the Zrdians ; but it coft them the Lives of no 


lefs than 20 Spaniards, and 30 wounded, 


among which was Captain Francis Hernadez. 
Had the Barbarians let them go on for fome 
time longer, before they entred upon Hoftili- 
ties, they muft have all faln a Sacrifice to their 
iy } The 
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The Inhabitants: of the Ifle of Cuba have à ! 


frange Cuftom belonging to their Marriages: 


If it be a Cacique that is married, all the — 
.Caciques that are prefent at the Wedding-Feaft, 


lie with the new married Woman, before her 
Spoufes Face. If it is another Perfon of note, 
all thofe of the fame Rank challenge. that Pri- 
viledge. If it be one of,the vulgar fort, all 
the Guefts enjoy the Bride, whoafter this great 


Exploit, cries out as loud as fhe can, as if it 


were to boaft of her Vigour, tohave bin able 
to fuftain the Approaches of fo many Men. 
They are generally great Lyars, ftupid, volup- 
tuous, ungrateful Idiots, and incapable of com- 
prehending or learning the true Dodtines of 
Chriftianity. They worfhip the Devil under 
the Name of Cemi ; they think it no Crime to 


lie with a Woman ; and Sodomy is a general 


Vice among the Indians. The leaft Pre- 
tence in the World ferves for a Divorce, and 
the Women in this point have the fame Liberty 
as the Men ; for, they leave their Husbands with- 
out any further Ceremony, if they find them not 
vigorous enough to fatisfy their fenfual A ppetites, 
The Caciques have as many Wives as they pleafe, 
and the reft as many as they are able to main- 
tain. Moft of the Natives of the Ifle of Cuba, 
fpend great part of their Lives in Hunting and 
Fifhing ; the Country. is very fertile in Gold, 
and a moft prodigious Quantity of that Metal 
has bin exported from thence; their richeft 


‘ Mines are in the Mountains. 


An odd 


fort of 
Rabbets. 


This Ifle affords a certain Animal, and that 
in vaft Numbers, of a very good tafte and 
Nourishment, not unlike our Rabbots, except 
that they havea Tail like a Rat, and a Skin like 
a Hedge-hog ; they flea them before they eat 
them, They will pearch upon certain Fees 

that 


| 
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that grow in the Sea ; they fhakethe Trees, and 
fo, thefe Animals drop into the Water, the 
Indians {wim after them and catch them up ; 
. they are call’ d Guabiniquinaz in their Language: 
They are fometimes of a Gray Colour, fpeckled 
with Red. 

In a certain Plain, fituated betwixt two 

Meuntains, in the !fle of Cuba, are to be feen 
prodigious Quantities of round Stones of all 
Sizes, fome of the bignefs of Cannon-bullets, 
fome of Tennis-balls, others of Musket-balls, 
and others of a lefs Size; they are by Nature 
fram’d fo exactly round, that no Turner or o- 
_ther Workman could be able to bring them to 
fo nice a Retundity.. The whole Plain is cover’d 
allover with them, fo thatit in feems as if that 
whole Traë were one entire Mine of Stones ; 
they ufe them for Mufquet Bullets, for want of 
leaden ones. sisi SE 

In the Northern part of this Ifle there is a 
rich Mine of Bitumen or Pitch, which they cut 
in large Pieces, and ufe it in pitching their Ships. 

_ Pliny fays, the Lake Afphaltites in Judea, pro-r;r 5. 
duces a bituminous Subftance. Quin. Curtins 
mentions a certain deep Grotto, from whence 

iffues a bituminous Liquor. In the Province of 

_ Panucoin New Spain, is fach a Mine of Bitumen; 
but it exceeds that in the Ifle of Cubz..- There 
aretwo bituminous Springs in the Province of 

Peru. | 

The Natives of the Ifle of Cuba, as well as x, +4. 
all the other Jzaians, when they intend to Indians 
declare War to their Enemies, :in order denounce 
to give the Signal for a Combat, light a kind “4 tone 
of Flambeau, which they pitch on a high place, *”” ne 
fo as to be feen at a confiderable diftance; as 
Jong as this Flambeau or Torch continues burn- 
ing, they commit not the leaft Hoftilities; but 
| | no 
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no fooner is it extinguifhd, but they fet up 


a moft terrible Cry, to encourage one ano- 


Se eS 


ther ; run to their Arms, and prepare them= « 


felves either for their own Defence, or for 
the attacking of the Enemy. ‘They never 


ftand their Ground when they engage; but : 
fo foon as they have let fly their Arrows, : 


retire in a diforderly manner ; fometimes they 


will return to the Charge, but this is moft 


commonly from behind fome Tree or other, 
from whence they take their Enemies with 
their Arrows at an Advantage ; fometimes 
they will fight alfo at Sea, and even fet apon 
the Evropeau Ships, but they can do them but 
little harm; becaufe their Canoes being very 


fall and flightly timber’d, the leaft Cannon- : 


fhot tears them all in pieces. 


CH AP. -XVIL 
Diego Velafco fends Ferdinand de Cortez 


to make fome New Difcoveries: He i 


made Governour of New Spain. 


Aptain Diego Velafco had fpent above 


100000 Crowns of his own Money, or at 
leaft of his Friends Money, to raife certain 


Settlements in the New World ; fo that he dy'd — 


poor, after having furmounted great Difficul- 


ties, and taken a World of Pains in vain. He 
fent Ferdinand de Cortez to New Spam, with a : 


fmall Squadron of fix Ships, befides fome Bri- 


gantines, well provided with all forts of Pro- — 
vifions, and all other things requifite for füch © 


an Enterprize. The next following Year, 


Ferdie — 
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Ferdinand de Cortex. having got a good Footing 
on the Continent, did but little trouble his 
. Head about Vela/co, nay, not fomuch as to give 
him the leaft Account of hisSuccefs, or to let 
him hear the leaft News of him ; but on the 
other Hand, fent to the Emperor Charles V. an 
ample Relation of his Voyages and Adven- 
tures, with fome Patterns of the rich Gold 
Mines of Peru.’ Velafco inform'd of thefe Pro- 
ceedings, equips another Veflel, under the 
Command of Captain Pamphilio de Narbaes, 
with Orders to declare Ferdinand de Cortez, 
a Revolter, and to chafe him from his new 
Settlement; but Cortez. found Means to amufe 
Pampbilio with fair Words, till he had an Op= 
portunity of feizing and detaining him his 
Prifoner. Thofe who came along with Parme 
philio, prov’d of fingular Advantage to Cortez, 
who was in great want of Men, *to under- 
take the Conqueft of Afexico, and of Alone. 
zuma, the then Lord of that rich Country. 
Velafco grown defperate at the ill Succefs of 
Pamphilio, refolv’d to go in Perfon into New 
Spain, and equippd eight Ships for that pur. 
pofe, but return’d without fucceeding in his y, cores 
__Defign, and all the Charges of that Arma: fn, 
ment was. loft, at leaft to himfelf. In the Velatco, 


_ mean while abundance of Chriftians flock’d to 


de Cortez from all Parts, who courteoufly re- 
-ceiv’d and treated all fuch as came to his Affi- 
ftance, and beftow’d great Rewards upon 
them for their Services; fo that in a fhort 
time he was ador’d by all, whilft Vela/co, his 
Rival, faw himfelf defpisd, even by his own 
Creatures. To ftop the further Progrefs of 
thefe Diflenfions, which had already created no 
{mail Animofities, the Emperor Charles V. - 
_ thought it moft advifable, by his Letters 
| Patents, 
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Patents, to conftitute Ferdinand de Cortez. GO 
vernour of New Spain, exprefly forbidding at 
the fame time, Velz/co to: appear there in Per- 


fon, or to fend any body thither in his Name. — 


Velafco almoft Thunder-ftruck at this unexpect- 
ed. News, refolv’d to go to Spain, to de- 
mand Juftice from the Emperor, and to lay 
before him the vaft Expence he had bin at in 
doing him Service in the New World; but he 
dy’d before he could effe& it: So that Ferdi- 
nand de Cortez, feeing himfelf thus freed of 
his Competitor, remain’d in the quiet Poflef- 
fion of the Government of his New Province, 
Velafco was very poor, when he went along 
with Chriftopher Columbus to the Indies, where 


he became very rich ; but fpent it all in equip- | 


ping of Ships, to make new Difcoveries, fo he 
dy’d as poor as he was born :-Hewas repaid in 
his own Goin by Ferdinand de Cortez; whom 
he had fent at his own Charge to the Coaft 
of Mexico; for what he had done before to 
Don Diego Columbo, from whom: he ufurp’d the 
Government of the Ifle of Cuba, whether he 


had bin fent by him. | 


Some 
Authors 
that have 
publifyd 
theHiflory 
of the in- 


dies. 


I know not any thing whereia the Authors 


have beftow’d more Pains, and given more 


ample Relations, than in-the Hiftory of the | 


Weft Indies. _Befides thofe already mentioned, 
we will add fome others, which the Reader 


may confult, to be fully inftruGed ina Hiftory, | 


which contains fo many: curious and pleafing - 


Novelties. | | eid 


Bartholomew delas Cafa, Bifhop of Chiappa, 
writ an apologetick Hiftory of the Z#dies, con- 
taining a fhort Defcription of the Qualifications 
and Difpofitions of the People of this New 


World 5 
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World ; without fpeaking here of his Gencral 
Hiftory of the Jzdies mention’d before. 

Francis Lopez de Gomara’s General Hiffory of 
the Indies, in two Parts, concerning Peru or 
New Spain ; Printed 1553. in Folio, and a Second 
Edition in 2 Volumes, in 4to, 15534 It was 
publifh’d by order of the Royal Council of the 
Indies. | 
It was tranflated into the Italian, by 
Auguftin Cravalez, and printed in two Volumes, 
in 8vo, 1560. A ceftain Anonymous Au- 
ther has done the fame Hiftory into Frezch, in 
8VO. 1606. And Gemma Frifiw has pub- 
lith’d in Latin, the Geographical Part of all 
the Places mention’d in that Hiftory. 

Jerome Benzono has compos’d a Hijftory of the 
New World in Italian, printed in 8V0, 1572. 
but this Author is no Friend to the Spaniards. 

Theodore de Bry has Tranflated this Piece into 
Latin, with fome additional Obfervations, and 
is inferted inthe 4th, sth @ 6th Tom. of his 
Hiftory of the Weft Indies. 

Licentiate ‘fohn Caftelan has publifh’d a Fi. 
ftory of the most Iluftrious Perfons of the Indies, 
in Verfe, ingto, 1589 :‘ 

The 2d and 3d Part of this Work was never 
Printed, but only in MS. and is to be feenin 
the Famous Library of Don John de Saldierna, in 
Spain. Licentiate Lewis Tribaldo of Toledo, 4 
‘moft celebrated Hiftoriographer of the Indies, 
preferves likewife a MS. of the fecond Part 
of this Work. 

John Georgino has writ a Hiftory of the New 
World in Italian, in 4to, 1516. | 

Guido Pancirolla, among his: other Obferva- 
tions, makes mention of the Difcovery of the 
New World ; printed in Latiz, in 8vo. 
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CH AP. XVII. 


Of the Riches and Curtofities to be obferv’d 
in the Ifle of Jamaica. | 


T was an Attempt entangled in no finall 

Difficulties, and attended with no fmall 
Trouble and Labour, to be exaétly in- 
form'd of the Curiofities of the New World, 
and to bring from thence thofe immenfe: Trea. 
fures, which have enrich’d and filld Europe 
with Gold and Silver. What vaft Traûs of 
the Seas! How many unknown Countries, were 


they not forcd to traverfe, before they were 


able to attain to all thefe Difcoveries! The 
vaft Difference of Air and Water! Of Food 
unknown to the Europeans! and many other 
things, prov'd very incommodious to them: 
The vaft Forefs and Wildernefles they were 
oblig’d to paf! The Bears, the Tigers, the 
Lions, the Serpents they were to encounter in 
thofe Defarts! all thefe things feem as if, in all 
Humane probability, they would have check’d 
and kept back the moft courageous from füch an 
Undertaking. : 
The Difference of Languages was not of the 
leaft Obftacles among the reft, fince the Ewro- 
peans and Jndians could not urtderftand one an- 
other. But what is it a Courageons and ladu- 
ftrious Man is not capable of compafling, when 
fupported by certain Hopes. of reaping the 
Fruits of his Labour ? | 
The Conqueft of the New Morld was not 
purchas’d by the Spaniards, without many a 
fmart Engagement, and much Blood ed; be- © 
fides that, they were frequently expos'd to 
| Famine, 


{ 
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Famine,’ Thirft, and the Wants of every thing 
neceflary for the fupport of Humane Life; they 
were often forc'd to march on Foot, without 
Shoes, in thefe Savage and rugged Countries ; 
but the Hopes of Gain made them bear up with 
an invincible Courage, againft all thefe Dificul- 
tiesand Obftacles. Bat | 
=" Chriftopher Columbus, after his fecond return 
from Europe into New Spain, founded a City 
there, in.1493. unto which he gave the Name The City 
of Sabella. He fet fail from thence with two % labella 
Vefléls, to'make’ a Difcovery of the [fle of 2-/7™4e4 
wmaica, about 25 Leagues to the Weftward of _ 
the Ifleof Spain, and under the 27th Degree  : 
from the Equinoûial Line: Its Length is of 
about ss Leagues, and its Breadth 25, accord- 
ing to the Computation of the Ewropeans, but 
the Inhabitants make its Length of 73 or 80 
Leagues, and its Breadth only of 16 or 17. The 
moft Eafterly Part iscall’d Cape A4orant': The 
whole Circumference of the Ifle of Yamaica 
may be computed at 150 Leagues; the Province. 
of Carthagena, on the Continent, is about 120 
Leagues diftant thence. ro 
The Inhabitants of this Ifle, much refemble, 
both: in their Language and Manners, thofe 4? 4¢- 
of Hifpaniola: They go naked. The Country pai 
abounds in every thing, and has fome rich 
Mines : It produces Trees of all kinds, in vaft 
. Numbers and abundance of Cattle. The Horfes 
brought ‘thither from Caffile, are multiplyd 
there to a great Number; their pafture Grounds 
arefatand fertile, water’d by very falubrious 
Waters, coming from feveral Lakes and Rivers, 

_ which afford them good Store of all forts of 
Fifh of an excellent talte. The Exropeans that 
are fettled at Femaica, make their chief Profit in 
Trafhcking with Cattle, Callicoes of which 
oe y ae > they 
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they have have great Plenty, and Sugar the 
product of their Sugar-Canes. The firft Go- 
vernour of Jamaica was JohnDefchivel,who went 
thither with Chriftepher Columbus, in his fecond 
Voyage thither in 1493. He being a brave 
Captain, made an entire Conqueft of that Ifle, 
reduc’d it under the Obedience of the Crown 
of Caffile, and reftor’d Tranquility to the In- 
habitants, rather by his gentle and generous 
Deportment, than by force of Arms, abftain- 
ing, as muchas poflibly he could, from fhedding © 
of humane Blood, as well out of a Principle 
of Religion, as of good Policy. Hedy’dat the 
End of three Years. ; ety 
Ferdinand, King of Spain, commanded Doz 
Diego Columbo to take up his Refidence in Famaie 
ca, and conftituted Francis Gatai chief Super- 
vifor of his Royal Revenues. This Man foon 
acquir’d vaft Riches ; but his Riches and good 
Fortune occafian'd his Fall, by infpiring him 
with an immoderate Defire of heaping up 
Treafure. For this Purpofe he equippd, 
in 1524, feveral arm'd Veflels, which being 
well provided with Men and Provifions, he 
order’d them to fail to the Continent, and to 
erect a new Colony on the Banks of a very plea- 
fant River, call’d the River.of Palm-Trees, in 
the Province of Paxzuco; but meeting with 
great Oppofition from Ferdinand de Cortez, his 
whole Defign vanifh’d into Smoak. Soon after 
the faid Ferdinand underftanding, that Francis — 
de Garai had bin made both Governour and 
Intendant of the Finances of Jamaica by the 
Kiug, he tranfplanted a new Colony thither 
from the Continent, and appearing there in 
Perfon, fcarce any, either of the Europeans or — 
Indians, would acknowledge Garai for their 
Governour. Vexd tothe Heart at this Affront, 
he 
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he refolv’d to go to Menico, where he dy’d foon 
after for Grief; and the Government .of Fa- 
_maica devolv’d to Don Diego Columbo. 

The Chriftians have two Settlements in the 
Ile of Samaica, the chiefeft, call’d Sevile, is on 
the North-fide, and.that to the South is call’d 
Oriffan. The principal Church is at Sevile, dig- 
nify'd with the Title of an Abby ; it was a very 
fair Struture, and endow’d with great Re. 
venues at that time, when Peter Martyr (who 
writ the Hiftory of the New World) was Abbot 
of it; but both this Church and Ifland are not 
fo confiderable now, fince the daily new Dif- 
coveries made on the Continent, which has 
-drawn the Inhabitants thither,and almoft difpeo- 
pled the Ifland: However, Jamaica is very well 
worth any Bodies Care, by reafon of its Ferti- 
lity and Wholefome Air, and Waters, not to 
{peak of many other Conveniencies of Life, 
whereof there is great Plenty there; Befides, 
that its Ports being both fafe and large, and the 
Sea furnifhing them with vaft Stores of Fith, it 
. May be faid, that Femaica is not inferior to any 
of the beft Countries, fince it abounds in every 
thing that is convenient or neceflary. | 

The Religion and Cuftoms of the Inhabitants 
of Samaica are the fame with thofe of the o- 
ther Indians; they are addicted to Idolatry, 
Abominations, and the fame Vices ; but they 
have a peculiar way of catching Parroquets. 
In the Seafon, when thefe Birds are upon the, 47, 
flight, you fée a prodigious Quantity of them [pdians 
in the Ifleof Famaica, efpecially upon the Banks catch Par- 
of the Rivers and Brooks where they are us’d roquets- 
to feed: The Indians take fome Gourds or 
Citruls, thefe they hollow out, and fet them a 
- float on the Surface of the Water; after the 
Wind has mov’d them fometimes to one, fome- 
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times to the other fide, they drive at la a — 


fhoar : The Parroquets frightned thereat, fly 
up into the Air, but by Degrees’ begin to 
be accuftom’d to the fight of the Citrul, and 
growing bolder, follow the Motion, fometimes 
‘on one, fometimes on the other fide of the Ri- 
ver, according as the Citrul is guided by the 
Wind: The Bird. catcher perceiving the Parro- 
quets to follow the Citruls, puts his Head into 
one of them, being hollow’d out before, and 
fo plunging himfelf into the Water; Swims 
after thofe that are floating on the Surface 
thereof; his whole Body being under Water, 
and the Gourd covering his Head to the very 


Shoulders, he looks through a Hole made for 


that purpofe in the Citrul, on what fide the 
Parroquets are fettled : This done, he draws 


nearer that way, and then feating himfelf upon : 


his Citrul-head, advances as near and as foftly 
towards them as he can ; and fo catching with 
his Hand, the: Parroquets that is moft remote 
from the Flock, he draws it into the Water, 
{tifles and ties it to his Girdle, and then goes 
on in the fame manner as before, till he has 
catch’d a good Number of them. The Jndians 
being moft excelleat Swimmers, they are more 
dextrous in fuch like things than any other Na- 
tion ; for by thisdexterity, and the fwift and 


eafie Motion they make, both above and under 


Water, they catch abundance of thefe Birds jn 


a very fhort time. The Parroquets they catch _ 


in Jamaica are white and fmall, but of a moft 
delicious tafte. They have alfo another way of 


catching thefe Birds: They lay themfelves at | 


length near the Edges of the Lakes, and Banks 
of the Rivers, covering their Heads with 


Herbs and Twigs of Trees ; the Parroquets 


unawares of the Snare, come ta Pearch upon: 


them, and fo are ealily taken, CHAB, ! 
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Of the TB and Curtofi fied a the Ifte 
of Cubagua. 


Here are certain Countries, which to out- 
ward Appearance feem to be nothing elfe 
than Defarts, unfit to be cultivated, or to 
produce any thing for the Subfiftance of Men, 
which neverthelefs contain fome things which 
turn to the great Benefit of Mankind. ’Tis 
therefore, not without good reafon, exprefly 
faid in the Holy Scripture, That God approv’d 
- ef all the Works he had made. Thus we fee 
fome Grounds, on the Surface whereof appears 
nothing but Thorns, Thiftles and Stones, which 
in their Entrails enclofe the richeft Mines, of 
Gold, Silver, or fome other valuable Metal. 
Other Grounds there are, which being abfolute- 
ly barren and ufelefs at firft fight, neverthelefs 
afford excellent Materials for Dying and Paint- 
ing. Even thofe venemous and moft dangerous 
Creatures the Serpents, furnifh us with the moft 
fpecifick Remedies “te yn Poifons and other ma- 
lignant Difeafes. 
- The Ifle of Cubacua, which ts both very final 
and barren, and which affords not fo much as 
one Drop of fweet Water, being without ei- 
ther a River, Spring, Lake, or any other 
ftanding Water; and its Ground being fuch as 
is not to be cultivated, but with the utmoft 
Difficulty, is, notwithftanding all this, notquite 
deftitute of Inhabitants. There is a very goodly 
City there, and the Inhabitants live in fo much 
Plenty and Riches, that it may compare with 
any of the beft in the Indies ; its Circumference 
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being no lefs than betwixt two and three 


Leagues. Chriffopher Columbus was the firft who — 


difcover’d this Ifle, in 1496. fince which time 
fo many Pearls have bin brought from thence 
as amount to an almoft ineftimable Summ, and 
the fame Traffick is continu d there to this Day, 
becaufe all along the Shoar of this Ifle, that 
precious Commodity is taken up in great 
Quantities. 


The !fle of Cubagua is only 10 Degrees and a 


half diftant from the EquinoGial-Line, and not 
above 4 Leagues from the Continent. Lolumbud, 


when he firft came nearthe Shoar of this Ifle,faw 


fome few Indians bufied in Fifhing for Pearls, 
but they got away as faft as they could: How- 
fevers there happen’d an Jndian Woman to. be 


¢ Ile of left in one of their Canoes, who hada Neck-lace 
ea: of very large Pearls about her Neck; forthe ! 


Indians dont regard or make vfe of the faller 


_ fort, being ignorant how to bore them: One 


of Colxmbuss Mariners happening to have by 
him fome Pictures in Frames, and embellifh’d 
with Figures, this hefhew’d to the Woman, and 
fomeof the Jndians that were not far off, to 
tempt them by the Sight thereof, and finding 
them not quite fo fhy as before, he took the 
Figures to pieces, and fold them to them ; the 
Indian Woman giving him in exchange feveral 
Rows of Pearls.. He carry’d them to the Ad- 
miral Colzmbus, who, was not fo far Mafter of 
himfelf as to difiemble his Joy, tho’ hedid all 
he could to do it, left the whole Ships-crew 
fhould be acquainted with the real Value of 
thefe Pearls; fo he told them in a very gay 
Humour, That they were come to the richeft 
Country in the World, and commanded a fo- 
lemn Day of Thankfziving to be held among 


. them, The Jndians {oon afcer gave him a Pons 
Cup i 
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Cup full of very large Pearls, in exchange. for 

fuch another Piece of Minature, which was fent 

to the King of Spain. But for fear his Mariners 

fhould become too eager. after this Trafhick of 

Pearls, he thought it beft not to let them ftay 

there much longer; befdes that, if this Dif- 

covery could be kept from the Knowledge of 

the World, they might take another more 

convenient Opportunity of continuing this 

Traffick with an incredible Advantage ; tho’ 

at that fame time he might have exchang'd a 

whole Bufhel full of the fineft Pearls in the 

World for Trifles ; but knowing the Sea-men 

to be a Generation that were not to be confided 

in, he was afraid he fhould be betray’d by them. 

However, not with{tanding all his Precaution, 

one Alexander Nigro having got Scent of the 

Matter, by fome who were then in the fame 

Ship with Columbus, equippd a Veflel, and in 

Company of thefe Mariners fet Sail for that 

Coaft, where they got fo many Pearls, that 

they return d loaden with Riches to Spain. But 

Ferdinand de Vega,Vice-roy of Galicia, {eiz’d the 

Ship, and put the Men in Prifon, under Pre. 

tence, that they. had undertaken this Vogage 

without the King’s Commiffion, and it was a 

confiderable time before they could obtain their 

Liberty. | 

There is in the Ifle of Cubagua a Spring of an 4, o;7 

extraordinary Nature, from whence comes à Spring te 

Liquor not unlike Oil, which runs into the Sea, this Ile. 

without mixing with the Salt Water, but fwims 

on the top of it for the fpace of two or three 

Leagues, after which it fends forth a moft 

fragrant Scent; it entersinto the Compofition 

of feveral Medicines. The Horns which grow 

on the Feet of fuch Hogs as the. Europeans 

broughtinto that lfland, encreas’d by degrees ‘ 
to | 
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to the length of a Man's Hand, and bent up- 
wards. bee 

One of the greateft Inconveniences the Inha- 
bitants of this Ifle are fubje& to, is, the want — 
of frefh Water ; this they are forced to fetch — 
from the Continent, as far as the River Cumana, 
feven Leagues diftant thence. The Shoar all — 
about this Ifle is rocky, and cover’ d withthofe 
Oifters from whence they take thefe Pearls, « 
which produce thefe Eggs in vaft Numbers ; but _ 
they muft have Patience to let them come to — 
their full Perfection of bignefs and beauty, as « 
we fee Grapes grow and ripen infenfibly. In — 
the beginning the Pearl is as fluid as a Drépof — 
Milk, and fo, fmall as fcarce to be difcern’d ; _ 
but it grows like a living Creature, and be- — 
comes folid and hard by degrees; there are 
however, vaft Numbers of thefe Pearls which 
remain {mall for ever, and grow fcarce above 
the bignefs of a Sand Corn, The King of 
Spain ought to have a fifth Share of all the 
Gold and Pearls they find; but they are not fo 


very Confcientious in this Point, they will 


often hide the fineft Pearls, and keep them for - — 
their own Ufe, if they think they can do it~ — 
with Impunity. ’Tis incredible, but only to 
fuch as have bin Eye-witnefles thereof, what a 
prodigious Quantity of Pearls this fmall Tract 
of the Sea produces. 

In the Year 1516. certain Religious of the — 
Order of St. Dominick and St. Francis, fet fail — 
for the Province of Cumana, on the Continent, — 


-to convert thefe barbarous and idolatrous Na- 


tions ; but the /ndians were fo far from giving 
ear to their Holy Exhortations, that they maf- 
facred them. This ill Treatment did not de- 
ter fome other Fathers of the fame Orders, who 
expos’d their Lives to the fame Danger, mg 
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fucceeded fo well, that they ereted two Con- The Con- 
vents there. Among thefe Religious Men , 7s e- 
there was one who being well skilld in Chirur- 1 des | 
gery, us’d, with a great deal of Charity, to cure sineng neag 
the Wounds of thefe /dians, which produc’d zhis Iie. 
this good Effect, that they began to hearken to 
their Inftru@tions for their Converfion. But 
at the End of three years, the Indians of Cumana, 

Cariaco, Chiribichio, Maracapana, Tacaris, Ne- 
beri, andof Unari, entring into a Confpiracy, 
maflacred all the Spaniards, as well the Religio- _ 
fo’s as others, and fet the two Convents on otis bi 
Fire. “Tis probable they took this defperate fre the 
Courfe, by reafon of the Hardfhips that were Spaniards 
impos’d upon them, on account of the Traffick 
of Pearls. Oneof thefe Religious Men, feeing 
the Convent on Fire, hid himfelf among fome 
Willows for three Days, but at laft, feeing no 
Means left to efcape their Hands, he refolv’d to 
furrender to the Indians, in hopes of meeting 
with a better Treatment at their Hands, than 
his Companions had done, confidering the ma- 
ny good Offices he had done them: They kept 
him for three Days, without offering him the 
leaft Harm ; during which time they had fre- 
quent Confultations together, in what manner 
to proceed with this Religions Man: There 
were not a few of them who were of Opinion, 
not to till hin; but to keep him among them, 
_and upon all Occafions to make ufe of him, as 
an Jnftrument to make their Peace with the 
Spaniards ; but the major Party being of a con. 
trary Sentiment, he was miferably cut to pieces. 
But it was not long before they repented of this 
Crueity, and they have contefs’d fince, that all 
the Misfortunes that have befaln them from that 
time, were adue Punifhment for the Death of 
this Religiofo. The Spaniards difpers’d in the 
| fe 
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Ifle, hearing this difmal News, thought it high — 
time to provide for their Security, which they 
did immediately ; for. 300 of them retir'd to 


They leave St. Domingo in Hifpaniola, with fo much Pre- 


the Ifle. 


cipitation, that they left all their Goods and 
Stores behind them, which were pillag’d after- 
wards by the Iflanders. 

Don Diego Columbo, enrag’d to the higheft 
degree at this Treachery of the Indians, re- 
folv’d inftantly to revenge the Death of his 
Country-men, and to punifh with the utmoft 
Rigour the rebellious Jzdians. For this purpofe, 
having order’d feveral Ships to be equipp’d, he 
gave the Command of this fmall Squadron to 
Gonzales d Ocampo,with 300 Men a-board them, 
and all other Neceflaries for fuch an Expedition, 
The Commodore feeing fome of the chief Na- 
tives of the Ifle upon the Shoar, to learn from 
whence this Squadron came, and upon what 
Defign, thought it moft expedient, to try whe- 
ther they could get fome of them into their 
Hands, in order to facilitate their intended 
Conqueft: So they told them they were come 
from Caftile, to Traffick with them, and fhew’d 
them fome European Commodities, which they 
pretended they would exchange for Pearls. The 
Indians believing that they being lately come 
from Caftile, knew nothing of what had hap- 
pen’d to the Sparifh Inhabitants of the Mle, 
entred into a Confultation, how to maflacre 
thefe new Commers, as they had done their — 
Country-men before. This being refolv’d up. 
on, fome of the Chief of the Zndians ventur’d 
to go a-board, in order to invite the Commo- 
dore a-fhore, whom they preiented with what 
the Country aflorded, and at the fame time 
gave him all poflible Bemonftration of Affection 
and Refpect. He, on the other Haud, had ie 
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ken effectual care to keep all the Soldiers be- 
lowDeck,fo that the Jvdians feeing none but Sea- 
men, made good cheer with the Spami(h Officers : 
But in the midft of their Jollity, at the Signal 
given, they were foon feiz’d and hang’d, to 
terrifie the reft, that were flock’d in great Nums 


bers to the Sea-fhoar. le 


All this being done with little Noife, and lefs 
Danger, the Spaniards landed in the Ifle of Cu- 
bagua, putting all to the Sword that pretended 
to oppofe them, purfuant to the Orders of their 
Commodore, who alfo caufed many moreof the 
Indians. that fell into his Hands, to be feverely 
punifh’d. But to bridle for the future thefe 
Barbarians, it was refolv’d to erect a ftrong 
Fort at the Entrance of the River Cumana, 
which done, they fettled a regular Colony in 
the Ifle of Cubagua, which they had not bin 
able to effect with any Security hitherto. It 
was further thought advifeable, to build their 
Houfes of Stone or Brick-work, as well as the 
Church, that, in cafe of Neceflity, they might 
ferve for a fafe retreat. Peter Barry, a Spanifh 
Gentleman, was the firft who gave this Advice 
of building their Houfes of Stones. By this 
Means the Ifle of Cuvagua, and the oppofite 
Shoar on the Continent, were reduc’d to an 
entire Obedience and Tranquility, which has 
continu’d ever fince that time, to the vaft 
Advantage of both Parties, who draw a vaft 
Profit from the Pearl-Fifhery, and the Traffick 
that depends on it. | 
In the Month of September, 1530. One Day 
when the Sky appear’d extreamly Serene, and 
the Weather very ftill, it chang’d on a fudden 
about ten of the Clock in the Forenoon ; the 
Sea fwell’d all along the Coaft of the Province 
Of Cumana, to a prodigious height, with : 
mo 
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moft dreadful Noife ; this was attended by an 


Adreadfut Earthquake, which lafted for three quarters of 


Earth- 
quake. 


How to 


an Hour, with fuch Violence, that one would 
have believ’d the whole Earth to be fhatter’d to 
pieces. By this Earthquake the Fort was quite 
deftroy’d, and a vaftTraé& of Land laid quite 


* tnder Water ; vaft Concavities were feen full 


of a putrid black Water; a great Number of 
Indians dy’d meerly out of Fear, and a much 
greater Number were crufh’d to death by their 
Cabines and other Accidents. A vaft Moun- 
tain, tho’ at leaft five Leagues diftant from the 
Sea, open’d»it felf, to the great Terror of all © 
fuch as beheld fo dreadful a Speétacle. The 
Earthquake being quite over, and the Waters 
faln and reduc’d into their naturalBoundaries,the 
Governour order’d the Fort immediately to be 
re-built, to keep the Indians in Awe, which has 
produc’d the defir’d Effie, for they never 
have venturd upon any Revolt fince that 
time. 

Frequent mention having bin made in this 
Colleétion, of matters relating to the Pearls, it 
will not be beyond our Scope, to give a few 
Wordsof Advice to thofe who buy them, they 
being oftenimpos’d upon, for want of Experi- 
ence and, Skill; for there are abundance of 
Pearls, which pafs currently for very good and 
perfect ones, when adtually they are not fo ; 
their Bignefs and outward Luftre, sis apt to — 
dazle our Eyes ; but this Appearance is often . 
very fallacious. To difcover the hidden De- 


know good fe@s and Faults of aPearl, and to know whe- 


Pearls, 


ther fhe is fpeckled, or broken, or has any o- 
ther Imperfetion, the beft way is, to make 
Trial of it. by the Reverberation of the Sun- 
beams; for by this Means your Eye will penes 
trate into the very Center of the. Pearl, ats 
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difcover theleaft Defect it has ; you will then fee 
whether it be Pure, or have any Spots or not, 
and confequently you may the better guefs at its 
Value. “a 

’Tis not to be imagin’d, that the Gold and 
Pearls that are brought from the res, were at 
firft found. out, or are ftill acquir d without 
great Hazard and Danger ; it has coft the Lives 
of a great many Perfonsof all Ranks, who have 
petifh’d by Ship-wrecks in thofe Seas, that were 
- unknown to the Europeans, at the firft Difcovery 
of the Zxdies ; and fuch like Accidents happen 
fometimes toooften in our Times, by the overe 
fight of the Captains and other Officers of Ships, 
who venture upon fo long a Voyage in old Ships, À 
that are Rotten, Worm-eaten and Leaky; for 707" ™ 
it is tobe obferv’d, that in fome Parts of the 
New World, the Worm gets intothe Sides and — 
even into the Rudder. of the Ship. Be- 
fides this, that the frequent Calms, and 
Winds which blow at certain Seafons of the | 
Year, from one Corner only, oftentimes de- 
tain a Ship beyond all Expectation four or five 
Months in a fmall Voyage ; fo that their Pro. 
vifions being either {pent or {poil’d, they are in 
the utmoft Danger of perifhing by Famine or 
Thirit. | 
?Tis an old and common faying, that, To 
learn to Pray, à Man ought to take a Voyage. | For 
as there Danger,and even Death it felf frequent- 
ly look a Man in the Face in his moft dreadful 
Shape, without any Profpe& of Humane aid 
_ for his Delivery, he is, when every thing elfe 
fails, oblig’ d to have Recourfe to God, and to 
implore, in his moft fervent Prayers, his Provi. 
dence. ’Tis no difficult matter to fhew, by a 
thoufand In‘tances, that God has afforded his 
mianifeft Affitance, to thofe who fent up 
their 


Seas. | 
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their Vows to him, in the laft Extremity of 


In the Year 1513. AShip bound from Spaiz 
to the New Werld, ftriking againft the Rocks 
on that Coaft was ftav'd quite to Pieces. There 
was a-hoard the Veffel a Father and Son, Na- 
tives of Sevile, who fecing all was loft, recom- 
mended themfelves to God’s Mercy, and light- 


ing of aPlankof the Ship, took hold of it, in 


certain Hopes that God would affift them in 
this Extremity : They were thus left to thé 
Mercy of the Winds and Waves for three Days 
together, when an European Veflel happening to 
pafs accidentally neat them, and feeing them 
in this miferable Condition, took them a-board 
the Ship, when they were juft at the Point of 
Death for want of Suftenance, and the Fatigues 
they had undergone. “(7207 

fn the fame Year 1513. Anothér Veflel fet fail 
from St. Domingo, for Darien, near the Gulph 
of Uraba, in the Province Cumaco, which had 
lately bin conquer’d, and whereof Captain 
Vafco Nunez was Governour. This Vefel had 
a-board both Merchandizes and a good Number 
of Paffengers. The Pilot happening to miftake 
the Shoar, carry'd the Veffel so or 66 Leagues 
lower than he ought to have done; fo that be- 
ing by the ftrong Currents at laft forc’d among 
the Rocks, they were fore’d to throw their 
whole Lading over-board, which in Effeû fav’d | 
fome part of the Ship: However, the Mari: — 


ners feeing the manifeft Danger they were 


expos'd to,got into the Boat,but would not fuffer 
any of the Paflengers to go along with them; 
they wera tofs’d up and down along the Coaft 
for a confiderable time, without knowing where 
they were, or being able to’find out a landing 
Place, till at laft being carried by anor 

te LS 


of VOYAGES avd TRAVELS: 
of theWind into the open Sea,they all miferably 
perifh’d there, perhaps by the juit Punifhment of 
God for their Cruelty in hindering the Paflengers 
from coming into their Boat ; But Providence 
took a particular Care of them in their Ex- 
tremity: They were no lef than thirty-five 
in Number, and by one Means or other all made 
Shift to get a-fhoar, in hopes that the Sca-men, 
who were gone awayin the Boat, would find 
out fome way or other to deliver them from the 
Danger that threatned them from the Jz- 
dans. They liv’d in this Expectation and in- 
certitude for three Weeks together, not know- 
ing what to do, or what to refolve upon. In 
this Diftrefs they faw 350 Indians coming to- 
wards them, in an hoftile manner ; but finding 
them without Arms, and without the leaft 
Defign of defending themfelves, they did them 
not the leaft harm: They askd them by Signs, 
as well as they could, from whence they came? 
and upoa what Defign? In anfwer to which, 
the Chriftians made ’em fenfible, That they want- 
ed to be reliev’d with Provifions above all o- 
ther things. The Judians fhewd them feveral 
Plates, and pieces of Gold, Rings, Ear-rings, 


and fuch like, which they frankly offer’d them ; . 


but the Chriftians refus’d to accept of them: 
They then brought before them divers young 
Indian Women, quite naked, which they offer’d 
them with the fame freedom as they had done 
their Gold ; but.thefe being likewife refus’d by 
the Chriftians, they were fo much taken with 
their Continency, that they not only offer’d 
them not the leaft Violence, but alfo gave them 


a Share of what Provifions they had, of their 


Mahiz or Bread Corn, of Fruits and fome 
Fifh. After this they convers’d very familiarly 
with the Jsdiaus for near feven Weeks; As 
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beginning to lofe all hopes of being reliev’d, . 
they refolv’d to build a fmall Bark out of the 
Planks, and other Remnants of their Ship- 
wreck’d Veffel, tho’ they had neither Iron, nor 
Saw, nor Hammer, nor any other Tools re- 
quifite for the building of a Bark 5 they fupply’d 
this Defect as well as they could, in fpite of all 
the Difficulties that lay in their way 3 they 
pick’d the Pitch and Tarr from the broken 
Ship, as wellas the Tow, and as many Nails as 
they were able to get out, fupplying the reft 
with wooden Peggs: Tobe fhort, they work’d 
with fo much Application and Refolution, that 
at laft they launch’d their Veflel, and brought 
her into the Water. | 

They all embark'd a-board this fecond Ark, © 
except five or fix that dy’d before; they under- 
took their Voyage without any Marine-Map, 
without a Compafs or Pilot, without knowing 
which Way they were to fteer their Courfe, to 
reach Darien, whether Eaf or Weff: Aiter 
they had fail’d at random for four Days, with- 
out the leaft hopes of feeing an End of their 
Voyage ; they fteer’d acontrary Courfe, fome- 
times making ufe of their Sails, fometimes of 
their Oars ; but all this while going on they 
knew not whither, like Men out of their Senfes. 
On the other Hand, they began to be forely 
pinch’d with Hunger, which oblig’d them to 
make to the next Shoar, to get fome frefh © 
Water, and afew Roots, to keep themifëlves 
from ftarving. : 7 

What moft of all puzzled them, was, that 
fometimes they were forc’d to ftop, becaufe 
their Bark could go on no further over the . 
Sands; one Half of them dyd for Hunger, : 
Vexation, and the .continual Fatigues they « 
were oblig’d to undergo ; fo that being now 
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reduc’d to fourteen, they had at laft the good 
Fortune, to get into the Ifle of Gomera, from 
whence they were tranfported to Dariex. So 
deplorable a Spectacle mov'd all that faw it to 
Compaflion ; for they were fo lean and dry’d up, © 
that they look’d like Skeletons, having nothing 
left but a Humane Shape. Being reduc’d to 
the utmoft Defpair for want of Viduals, they 
agreed to caft Lots among them, to fee which 
of them fhould be killd, in order to fave the 
Lives of the reft; and they engag’d one another 
by Oath, that he whofe Lot it fhould be, to be 
facrific'd, for the Prefervation of his Compa- 
nions, fhould take his Death with Patience, and 
without Remorfe : The fatal Lot happen’d to 
fallupon one Alvarez de Aguillar, a Native of 
‘Toledo, however, they agreed to ftay till Night 
before they would kill him ; when juft uñon the 
clofe of the Day they efpy’d aShip, which ma- 
king towards them, deliver’d them by a kind of 
Miracle. | J | 

Much about the famé time, there happen’d 
another Adventure, no lefs remarkable then 
that whereof I have given a Relation juft now. 

A Veflel fet fail from Hifpaniola, for Europe, 
in:1514. Being in the open Sea, above 300 pypances 
Leagues from the Harbour from whence it came, of miracu- 
began to be fo Leaky, that two Pumps were /ow Delis 
{earce able to keep her above Water: -Thofe 97715 dé 
that were a-board her, feeing the eminent” 
Danger they were expos’d too, happily got into 
the Boat, the fame Moment they faw theWater 
everflow the Deck, and fwallow up the Veffel 
into the Abyis of the Sea. The hafte they 
werein, to get one before the other into the 
Boat, made them fo carelefs in ail other Refpedis 
but their prefent Prefervation, that they never 
thought of taking either Bread, Wine, or any 

| AN NE other 


La 


324 


The General HISTORY 


other thing fit for Suftanance along with them, 
no more than their Sea Map and Compafs ; by 
good Chance a young Spaniard had ty’d about 
two Pounds of Bisket in a Napkin, for his — 
own Ufe, and it feems as if God Almighty 
thought fit to revive his former Miracle of the 
Multiplication of Bread, out of Commifera- 
tion of thefe poor Wretches, becaufe this fmall 
Quantity of Bisket, did keep alive a confidera- 
ble Number of Men, which according to the 
Courfe of Nature, is fcarce to be conceiv’d 
within the Compafs of a Poffibility: They 
were tofs’d up and down, not knowing whe- 
ther they went, being, as I told you, without 
a Maritine-Map or Compafs: Being at laft 
quite fpent with labouring at the Oar, they 
agreed at laft to fow their Shirts together, to 
make ufe of them inftead of a Sail, one among 
them having by chance fome Needles about him, 
but they wanted Thread ; to fupply this Defect 
they unripp'd their Waft-coats, and ftitch'd up, 
with the Threads they pick’ d out of them, their 
Sail : Thus abandoning themfelves to the 
Mercy of the Winds and Waves, they husband- 
ed their Bisket as well as poflibly they could, 
till they had no more than an Ounce and a 
Half left; to quench their Thirft they fre- 
quently wafh’d their Hands and Faces with the 
Sea water, and others drank their own Urine: 
Being reduc’d to this laft Extremity, they una- — 
ninoufly offer’d their Vows to the Virgin Afary, 
whofe Image is worfhip’d in the great Church of 
Sevile, and after a moft doleful Navigation of 
eleven Days, beyond all Expeétation, found 
themfelves about three Leagues from the Coaft 
of ÆHifpaniola, where they got a-fhoar about 
Noon, and return'd their hearty Thanks to that 
God who had fav’d their Lives in fo miraculous 
a Inanner. if 
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If a Man happens to be furpriz’d by fome un- 
forefeen Danger, the beft way to arm himfelf a- 
gainftit is, Patience, Refolution, and to leave 
nothing unattempted to get out of it ; butthe 
contrary is a great Piece of Folly, for a Man to 
court Danger for his own Fancies fake, an In- 
ftance whereof we had in the Jvdies, in a young 
Portuguefe, in 1514. during that Voyage to the 
Continent, wherein Pedraria de Avile commande 
ed a Squadron of feventeen or eighteen Ships, 
by vertue of a Commiffion from the moft Catho- 
lick King Ferdinand. One Day as they were 
under fail in the Ocean, with a favourable 
Wind, one a-board the Admiral’s Ship took an : 
Opportunity of making Sport with a young 
Portuguefe, who being a rattle brain'd and capri- 
cious Fellow, fwore bitterly, that unlefs they 
defifted to make him their May-game, he would 
throw himfelf into the Sea, and fwim directly 
a-board another Ship belonging to the fame 
Squadron: This rafh Expreffion ferv’d only to 
make the whole Company laugh, who took this 
Opportunity of tormenting the young Fellow, 
and of playing himdivers unlcky Tricks: The 
Portuguefe exafperated at their Proceedings, put 
an Englifh Cap on his Head, and perceiving ano- Foo/-har- 
ther Ship at no great diftance from theirs, dine/s of 
throws himfelf into the Water, with an Inten- « 70%% 
tion to fwim a-board her ; but the Wind blow-* inh 
ing very frefh, the Ship foon out-fail’d him.° 
The Mariners belonging to his Ship, fur- 
priz’d at his Fool-hardinefs, made a Sign to 
the Ship that follow’d them, to give him 
their Affiftance, which they did in the very 
Nick of time, he being near half drown’d, and 
almoft fenfelefs, when they took him up into 
their Ship. | | 
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Thofe that travel by Sea, are fubject to a 
thoufand Accidents, efpecially in long Voyages ; 
and tho’ the greateft and moit frequent Dangers 
that threaten a Ship, muft be attributed to the 
Rocks and Water, neverthelefs Fire fometimes — 
alfo claims its fhare in thefe Hazards, and puts 
a Veffel in no lefs Danger than the reft, if once 
it gets the Mafterhood there. It happend in 
the Year 1533, that a Veflel being under fail, 
with a £ 4 and fréfh Gale, was found to run 
unfteady in her Courfe, for want of fufficient 
Ballaft ; to remedy this Inconveniency, three 
Tuns of Water were order’ d to be fill’ 4, and 
one of the Sea-men, who had occafion to look 
for fomething in the Hull of the Ship, took a 
Candle, which he fnuffd there, and caft the 
Snuff, thro’ Careleffnefs, on the Ground. In 


the Night time the Sea-men keep their Watches 


by turns, and about two or three Hours after 
Sun-fet, they perceiv’d fo thick a Smoak, that 
thofe that were upon the Watch were ready to 
be ftifled withit. They fearch’d in every Corner 
they could think of, till at laft they found this 
Snuff faften’d to a piece of a Cable, which was 
already half confum’d by it, and had, without 
all doubt, fet the whole Ship on Fire, had they 
not found Means immediately to ftop it from 
going further, for it had quite burnt to Afhes a 
whole Trunk with Cloaths, tho’ there was not 
the leaft Appearance of a Flame; by good . 
Chance it had not as yet touch’d the Sides of the 
Veflel, which were tarr’d and pitch’d, and 
very dry: When they open’d the Hatches in 
order to give vent to the Fire, the Flame broke 
out like a Whirl-wind, to the midft of the 
Main-maft. It happen’d very luckly, that thefe : 
three Tuns with Water were not far from the ! 
Place where this Mifchance happen’d, becaufe w 
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they did much greater Service in extinguifhing 
the Fire, than all the other Helps they made 
ufe of for the fame purpofe. This Accident 
‘may ferve as a Warning to others, to make 
them fenfible, that they can’t be tocareful in 
preventing fuch Difafters, as come from the ill 
Management of Fire. 
Whether it be that Fear difturbs our Imagi- 
nation, or whether the thing be really fuch as 
it is related, certain it is, that there are Sea. 
men, who poffitively afirm, to have heard 
Humane Voices in the Air, and to have feen 
moft dreadful Spectres, fufficient to terrifie the 
boldeft Manin the World. Iwillgive you an 
Account of an Adventure of this Nature, 
whereof A¢artin de Vergara, firft Commiffioner to 
Admiral Don Lewis Columbo, and Chriftopber 
Perez were Eye-witnefles. They fet fail from 
the Port of St. Domingo in Auguft 1533. With 
a Veflel laden with Sugar, and fome other Jnase 
an Commodities, befides Gold and Silver, for 
Spain. Sohn de Ermura, the Pilot, fell Sick 
and dy’d in the Voyage. In Oétober they were 
füurpriz'd, by a moft violent Tempeft, which 
continud, without Intermiffion, three Days and . 
two Nights: The Mariners declar’d, that they 
heard certain Voices in the Air, and faw the Humane 
Veflel furrounded with very frightful Figures Voices à 
and Shapes. ‘They were forc’d to lighten the veh ts 
: + y opectres 
Ship, and to throw over-board 300 Chelts with joy in 
Sugar, and above a 10000 Hides. The Veflel Tempe/. 
let the Water in on all Sides, fo that they judg'd 
it their belt way, tho’ with very little Hopes, to 
turn to the Port from whence they came, where 
they got fafely into the Harbour; but all the 
Merchandizes that were lefc in the Vellel were 
quite fpoil’d, and the News of their being 
Founder’d at Sea was carried into Spaiv, long 
| “4 before 


328 


The General HISTORY 


before they came back to St. Domingo. 
Alone Suax fet fail from Cuba, for New Spain, | 
but being in the Month of Sanuary, about Mid- 
night, furpriz’d by a moft violent Storm, which 
at feveral times plung’d the Veffel into the very 
Abyf of the Sea, the Captain, who was a dif- 
creet and good Man, with his Ship’s-crew, had 
Recourfe to Prayers ; at the fame Moment they 
were uttering thefe Words, AZonffra ele Ma- 
trem, the Veflel was rais’d from the very depth 
up to the Surface of the Waters, and it being 
a very dark Night, they plainly faw a fmall 
Light, which ftood them in great ftead, in the - 
Management of the Ship, according to the ut- 
moft of their Power. They likewife faw about 
the Ship great Numbers of monftrous Fifhes of 
a prodigious Bulk, which queftionlefs follow’d 
them, to feed upon their dead Carcafles, if 
they fhould be caft away. The Tempeft was fo 
furious, that not being able to govern the Ship 
by the Rudder, or to makeufe of the Compafs, 
they were forc’d to abandon the Veffel to the 
Mercy of the Wind and Waves; fo that at laft 
ftriking againft a Rock, fhe was ftav’d to Pieces, 
the Gold, Silver, precious Stones, and Mer- 
chandizes of an incredible Value were all loft, 
forty-feven Perfons were only fav’ d, all the reft, 
together with the Captain, being drown’d ; 
thofe that had efcapd the Ship-wreck fee no- 
thing but Death in his moft terrible Shapes 
before their Eyes, fitting on the Rocks without 


Provifions, or any Hopes of Relief, and fome- 


times were cover’d all over with the Waves, 
that beat with the utmoft Violence againft the 
Rocks, fo that they were in the utmoft Danger 
of being carry d away with them into the open 
Sea. The Tempeft being fomewhat allay'd 
they efpy'd a fmall Canoe, which would hold 

about 
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about five Men ; they were extreamly rejoyc’d 
at the fight thereof, and four of them went in- 
to her, to try whether they could fee any Land 
or Ship, but faw nothing but the Wrecks of 
their Veflel, with fome Bales of Goods float- 
ing upon theSea; they caft Lots which Way to 
Steer their Courfe, whether East, West, North 
or South to get Sight of Land ; the Lot fell four 
times fucceflively to the Eas, fo choofing thar. 
Courfe, they faw Land before Night. | 

The firft Objet that toffer’d it felf to their 


Sight, was a great Number of Animals fhap’d - 


like Hogs, which fed upon certain Fruits 
that were faln from the Trees ; fome of thefe 
Creatures made a moft dreadful Noife through 
their Noftrils: One of the Sea-men, who had 
made feveral Voyages in thofe Parts, knew 
them to be Sea-wolves or Sea-calves ; a Crea- 
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ture the Shape of which is enough to dauntiwolves. 


the boldeft Man in the World ; for they were: 
feventeen or eighteen Foot long, and:ieight 
Foot thick; they were of a different Size, 
fome being younger than others, Near them 
they heard the Voice of three indians, who 
came out of the Water, but dy’d immedi- 
‘ately, before their Eyes, having fwallow’d too 
much Salt Water in fwimming; for the 
Sea Water here, if taken in too great a 
Quantity, proves Mortal. Their Companions, 
who were left behind on the Rocks, at a Signal 
given, climbd from Rock to Rock, till they 
came near the Place where the other four were 
landed with their Canoe, and fo were carry’d 
a fhoar. Here Providence, which ts always at 
hand to giveher Affiftance to Mankind, when 
they think every thing to be loft, directed them 
to a Place, where they faw fix Tortoifes upon 
the Shoar, one whereof was of fo vafta Bulk, 

that 
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that five:Perfons who got on her Back,were lifted 
up into the Air; they took care to turn them 
upon their Backs, becaufe in that Pofture they 
can’t flir or move: The Fleth of the Tarro/es 
is accounted: a whofefome Food ; but what is 
moft obfervable is, that their Blood cures the 
Pox and Leper. Thefe poor Wretches made 
ufe of their Blood to quench their Thirft,which 
ran like a: Stream from them, fo foon as they 
had loofened their firft Shell; and they fatisfiy’d 
their Hunger with the raw'Flehh of thefe Tor- 
toiles, and with their Eggs, having. neither — 
Time nor Opportunity to drefsthem..  “ 
They found, in a fmall adjacent Ile, a num 
berlefs Quantity of Birds, which fo darken’d 
the Sky, that one Man was notable to fee ano- 
therat fifry Paces diftance sand they made fuch 
a chattering Noife,that-they could fcarce under- 
ftand what they faid.. Thefe Birds being not. 
in the leaft thy, they might take as many as 
they pleasd, with their Hands ; and their Eggs, 
where-with the whole Shoar was cover’d, flood 
them in great ftead, in affording thems good 
Nourifhment: However, feeding continually 
uponraw Tortoifes-flefh, and drinking nothing 
but their Blood, and that of the Birds; many 
of them fell fi ck à and dy'd.. To remedy this 
Inconveniency, they refoly’d to make. a Fire, 


which they did by rubbing two Sticks together, — 


as they had feen the Zrdians do, and. fo. they 


drefsd the Birds, who. were very fat and wel] — 


tafted. : But after all, tho’ they now had pro- 
vided: in fome meafure againft Hunger, they | 
were miferably afflicted with Thirft, there be- 

ing not one Drop of frefh Water to be found 


in the whole Tile ; for tho’ they had made a fhift 
to dig Lome Pits with their Hands, the Water 1 


pie as Salt and Bitter as the Sca-water it felf. 
Thus 
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Thus being continually tormented by Thirft, 
they became fo lean, that they refembled rather 
Skeletons than living Men, being nothing but 
Skin and Bones. A little Page belonging to 
the Captain,unable to bear any longer hisThirft, 

and efpying near the Shoar one of the Sea- 
wolves lying at length, and fuckling two of her 
young ones, got foftly near her, and taking a- 
way one of .her Whelps,. put himfelf in its , Boy 
ftead, to fuck the Old ‘ones Tet, which turn- fucks the 
ing about, tore the Calf of his Leg all to pieces ; Tee of a 
however, the Wound. being rather large than Sea-wolf, 
dangerous, he was cur’d of it in a fhort time. 
It. would -be endlefs,-to* pretend to infert an 
exa Account of all the Miferies thefe poor 
Men endur’d in this Defart of an Ifland, during 
the Space of 153 Days: At laft they contriv’d 

a fmall Bagk, which they patch’d together out 
of the-Planks of their Ship-wreck’d Veflel ; in 
this Work they {pent three Months, and then 
fent if to give notice of their Diftrefs to their 
European Friends, who difpatchd a Veffel to 
deliver them from fo deplorable a ftate. 


à 


Ferdinand 


The General HISTORY 


Ferdinand de Cortez 


HIS 


ACCOUNT 


OFTHE 


DISCOVERY 


New Spai in. 


CHAP I. 


Of the moft remarkable things Li N E W 
SPAIN. 


ET N the Province of Swierchimalen, under the 
# Jurifdiétion of King Montezuma, are a- 
bundance of Borroughs and Villages, of 
ss. a hundred, two hundred or three hundred 
Families each: Thefe Indians were of a very 


tractableHumour and agreeableDifpofition ; they 


were very ready to furnith Cortez and his Aen. 


dants with every thing that was convenient and © 


requilite 


Sa ee ee 
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 requifite for their Subfiftance, purfuant to the <4” 4c- 
Orders they had receiv’d from their Lord AZon- #7? of 
tezuma, who then had his Refidence at the "°°° 
fame Place, unto which they have fince given 
the Name of, The Name of God. After you 
have travel’d two or three Days deeper into 
the Country, you meet fcarce with any thing 
but Defarts and barren Grounds, and the Air 
is fo fharp and cold there, that the other J» 
dians, who are bred ina hot, or at leaft more 
temperate Climate, can’t live there, but dye in 
alittle time. The Inhabitants of thefe In-land 
Countries, build Towers on the Mountains, 
wherein they keep their Idols. | 
= The Chief Men of this Part of the Country, 
came in great Numbers to vifit and fee Cor- 
tez and his Attendants, without fhewing the 
leaft Fear or Sufpicion of the Spaniards, who 
. were not a little furprizd, when they faw a 
good Fort, not inferior to any in Ewrope, in 
thofe Parts, being enclosd within a double, 4... 
Wall, and a very deep Ditch. The Honfes Indian 
of the better fort were very well built : And Fore. 
they being always in War with A/ostezuma, 
they had made a Wall of Free-ftone, from 
one Mountain to another, to fecure them- 
felves againft any fudden Surprize: This 
Wall was twenty Foot thick, and had a: Para- 
pet of four Foot and a Half, from whence they 
caft Stones and other things to annoy the 
Enemy. At the Extremity of a Vale, Cortez, 
who had only a few Horfe-men to:attend him, 
was unexpectedly attack’d by s00@ Indians ; 
but feeing fixty of their Companions kill’d 
on the Spot, without the Lofs of one Spa- 
niard, they run away in the utmoft Confufion. : 
A few Days march beyond this Place, the 
Spaniards faw themfelves furrounded by an 

| Army 
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| Army of no lefs than 100c00 Indians, arrid 


with Bows and Arrows;) but'no fooner faw | 


thefe, miferable Wretches the: Spewfh. Horfe 
break in upon them, and trample thein - un- 
der Foot, and no fooner heard they the Noife 
of their Carbines and)Piftols ( a thing that 
for its Novelty founded: moft dreadful in their 
Ears ) but they run away as faft as they could, 
leaving their Villages and Settlements to the 
Mercy of the Spaniards, who fet Fire to them. 
Cortex had left in his Camp about two hundred 


Spanifh! Foot, twenty Horfe-men; and four . 


220 Spa- hundred: Indians. The. Natives had gather’d 
ae an Army of 150000 Men, to force their 
150000 Camp; but after having aflaulted it in vain for 
Indians. four Hours, they retreated; but drew up as 
gain behind the Woods, with an Intention 
to furprize them in»tkeir Intrenchments: the 
next following Night, and to fet it on Fire. 
Cortez. being inform’d thereof by fome Prifons 
ers he had taken, to the Number of fifty, he 
commanded their Hands to be cut off, andin 
this miferable Condition: to be fent to the E- 
nemies Camp, to terrify the reft, and to ler 


them know what they muft expect, unlefsthey - 
laid down theic Arms 3. This produe’d all the | 


defir'd Effe&t,for they were in fuch Confternation 
at this:Spectacle of their Companions, that they 
quitteditheir Camp with all their Stores and 
Provifions (which ftood: the Spaniards in great 


i —— a ee in le 


*  ftead) and fach of them, as could not. fly -faft — 


enough, threw themfelvés: headlong from the 
Precipices, rather than fai into the Hands of 
the Chriftians. DATE 7 Aa 
And bing The Indians quite difmay’d at all thefe: Dif 
them to afters, cbegg’d :for Peace; and dectar’d. their 
fubmifiom. Snbmition to the King of Spain ; they alfo de- 


fired Cortez to leave his Camp, and take up 
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his Quarters with his Forces ‘in their City, 
which is in their Language call’d Tajfcaleeral, - 
being there much more fpacious, more mag- 7 
nificent, and more populous than the City of ;3, City of 
Granada Was, at the time it was taken from Tafcalte- 
the Moors by the Spaniards.’ Every thing necef. tal and che 
fary for the Subfiftance of Life are here in ieee 
great Plenty, and excellent good Bread , “77° 
Meat, Fifh, Wild-Fowl, Fruits of all forts. 
The ‘Country is waterd with Brooks and 
Rivers, which render it both pleafant and 
commodious. There is in this City a Market- 
place, unto which you fhall fee every Day a= 
bove 30000 Perfons refort, as well Buyers as 
‘Sellers: Here you fee certain Stations ‘for 
Sales-men, who feil Cloaths after their Fafhion ; 
another for the fale of Gold, another for Silver, 
others for precious Stones, for Caps made of 
Birds Feathers of various Colours, and fo cu- 
rioufly contrivd and wrought, that nothing 
like it is to be feen in any other Parts. The 
. Country affords vaft Plenty of Wild-Fowl and 
that nothing might be wanting to fhew their 
Politenefs, and their manner of Living, they 
have abundance of Baths very well contriv’d: 
But what’ furpaffes all the reft, is their Polity 723; Go. 
and Government, every thing being tranfaéted vernmenc. 
with a great deal of good Order and’ De. 
cency ; whence we may conclude them to be a 
Nation not deftitute of Reafon and good Senfe, 
tho’ fome Europeans: perhaps have fram’d to 
themfelves quite contrary Notions concerning 
_ them ; befides that,’ their Plains and Vallies 
are well manur’d, cultivated, fow’d and co. 
verd with Fruits, Grain, Herbs, both for the 
Kitchin and Apothecaries-fhop. Their man- 
ner of Government may moft fitly be com- 
par’d to the Genocfe and Venetians: - They ac- 
| Know - 
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knowledge no fingle Perfon for their Lord; — 
but the Adminiftration of publick Affairs is 


committed to the Chief Men of the Country ; 


Theft fe- 
verely 


punifrd. 


their common People obey their Orders with- 
out Referve: If a War be refolv’d upon, 
they all appear in Arms here, for the Defence of 
their Country. Moft Vices are purifh’d,. but 
Theft and Robbery with the utmoft Severity. 


An Indian, who had ftoln fome inconfiderable 


thing from an ÆEwropean, was carry’d before 
the Adagifacin, or their Chief Magiftrate ; ha- 
ving bin taken in a certain Village, not far 
from the Place where the Fa& was commit- 
ted ; the Magiftrate order’d him to be deli- 
verd, with what he had ftoln, to the Party 
he had robb’d, in order to punifh him at his 
own Difcretion; but the Ewropear thankd 
the Magiftrate, telling him, That he left him 
wholly to his Difpofal; fo the Criminal was 
lead through all the chief Streets of the Streets, 
the Trumpets founding before him, and pro- 
claiming his Fact to the Market-place, where a 
Scaffold being erected, the Executioner, with 
a Wooden Mallet, gave him fo many, and fuch 
violent Blows upon the Head, that he dy’d 
on the.Spot, in fight of all the People. 
Afontezuma, who is look’d upon as the moft 
powerful Prince of all the Indies, fent his Am- 
bafladors to Cortex, attended by two hundred 
Domefticks, offering to pay an Annual Tribute 
in Gold, Silver, Silks, and other rich Com- 
modities, of the Product of his Dominions. 
There were fome .among the Jndians, who 
forewarn’d Cortez not to confide too much in 
the fair Promifes and Words of Aortezuma, 
who, they faid, intended only' to cajole him 
into his own Dominions, to have a fair Oppor- 
tunity of ridding his Hand at one ftroak, Ponte 
; Oo 
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of him and all his Followers; they told him, 
he was a Diffembling and Treacherous Prince, 
whofe Intention was to catch him in the Trap. 
Cortez. was very well pleas’d to find fuch Ani- 
mofities among the Indians, inhopesthatthefe .. 
Divifions would foon furnifh him with an 
Opportunity of vanquifhing them one after 
another, and bring them under the SubjeGion of 
Spain. 
fiers had actually put himfelf at thezr, 
Head of 50000 Indians, who were cantoned of the line 
along the Road, and near thofe Places through dians. 
which Cortez. muft of Neceflity come; befides, 
he had caus’d many Ditches to be dug, where- 
they had caft fharp pointed Irons, or a kind 
of Foot Angles, cover d with Turfs and Earth, 
in hopes to difable, and render unferviceable 
the Spanifh Horfe, after they were wounded by 
thefe Irons; he had alfo taken Care to have 
abundance of rugged Stones laid in the Streets of 
the City, through which they were to make their 
Publick. Entry, in hopes to fpoil the Hoofs of. 
their Horfes. Cortez being under-hand fore- 
warn’d of all thefe things, refolv’d to try 
whether the Intelligence he had was true or 
not : He fent for this Purpofe, fome Depu- 
ties to the Chief Men of the City of Churul- 
tecal, to acquaint them, that he thought it 
convenient they fhould attend him in his 
Camp, in order to concert Meafures betwixt _ 
them, that he might know, whether he muft 
deal with them as his Friends, or as Ene- 
mies. Accordingly they came, making the 
beft Excufe they could for not having waited 
on him fooner ; becaufe, as they pretended, 
- they being at Enmity with the People of that 
Country where he then was, they durit not 
venture to come thither, without expofing. 

À a their 
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their Perfons to the greateft Hazard: They: 
further told him, they were not ignorant’ of. 
what falfe Rumours had bin fpread abroad a- | 
gainft them,to render their Inclinations andCon-’. 
duct fufpeé&ted to him; but that if he would ho- 
nour their City with his own Prefence,he fhould 
be fully convine’d of the Falfity of thefeRumours. 

The Lihabitants of Tafeatetal, who had fore- 
warn’d Cortez againft Æonrezuma’s finifter: 
Defigns, did all that in them lay to divert 
him from going to’ Churultecal, to make trial 
of their Fidelity in Perfon; but feeing he per- 
fitted in his Refolution of going thither, they 
offer’d to attend him with 1ocooo Fighting 
Men. He thank’d them ‘for their gencrous 
offer, but would take only 6000 along with 
him, becaufe he was unwilling to be trou 
bled with fo vaft and ufelefs a Multitude; 
and fear’d, not without reafon, that his Spas 
niards might be infeéted with their diforderly 
way of living in the Field. The next. follow 
ing Day, the Chief Inhabitants of Churulrecal 

TheCityofcame out of the City, to meet Cortez. with 
Chutulie- Trumpets, Drums, Singers and Dancers at the 
cal. Head of them, to give him all the Demon 
{trations of their fincere Inclinations- and Joy 
that could be. He was conducted: ‘with all 
imaginable Pomp, and lodg’d in one of the 
fineft Houfes of the Place ; his little Army had 
likewife convenient Quarters affign’d them, | 
and were well provided with Provifions and — 
all other Neceflaries: But having obferv’d 
fome of thefe Trap holes, againft which they 
had a Caution given them before-hand, they 
kept, during their March, conftantly upon their 
Guard, and avoided thefe Traps by their Cir- 
cumfpeétion : What encreas’d their Sufpicion 
wis, that after a while ‘the Inhabitants feldom 


pay’d 
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pay’d any Vifits to the Spaniards, and every- 


Day pinch’d them more and more in their 
ufual Allowance of Provifions. Much about 
the fame time, a certain Indian Woman, who 
liv’d with the Europeans in the Quality of an 


Interpreter, difcover’d to Cortez, how that © 
ing Adontezuma had a greatArmy at Hand,that | 


the Inhabitants of Churulrecal had fent theirChil- 
dren out of theCity, that they might with the 
more Refolution furprife the Spaniards, and put 
them allto the Sword, if it were in their Power: 
Cortez, being now convinced that there was no 
time to be loft, refolv’d immediately to fall 
upon the Indians, before they could have time 
to put their Defign in Execution: Purfuant 
to this Refolution, he fent Word to the 
Chief Lords of the City, to attend him at 
his Houfe, having fomething of great mo- 
Ment to impart to them; and at the fame 
Aime order’d his Soldiers to be ready, to 
act at the firft Signal given. No fooner 
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were all the Lords affembled in the Houfezpespani. 
that was aflign’d him for his Lodgings, butards we 
he caus’d them to be feiz’d; and then theeforeband 

Spaniards mounting on Horfe-back, affail’d the?’*? the 
Indians, and in an Hours time kill’d above tdians: 


3000 of them with their Swords and Piftols. 
Had Cortez made the leaft delay in prevent- 
ing them, he and his Forces had bin infalli- 
bly loft; becaufe the Indians were juft then 
preparing to fall upon them, and for that 
Purpofe had barricado’d the Streets with vaft 
Stones: But being attack’d wnexpectedly, 
were foon brought into diforder and difpers’d, 


being then without Commanders or Leaders, 


who were all feiz'd and kept in Chains in 


Cortez's Houle, who gave immediate Or. 


ders to fet Fire to fome fortify’d fmall Tow- 
: À 3 2 | ENS, 
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ers, wherein the Indians had fecur'd themfelves, 
with a Refolution to hold out there to the 
laft Extremity ; but they were foon forc’d to 
abandom them and the City, at the fame 
time | | 

The Lords that were detain’d in Cortez his 
Houfe being ask’d, What could move them 
to take fo barbarous a Refolution, thus trea- 


_ cheroufly to Maffacre, in cool Blood, all the 


‘bin engag’d in this Confpiracy by the Inha- 


Spamards ? They told Cortez, That they had 


bitants of Culva, who were Aontezuma’s Sub- 
jets, who had left nothing unattempted to 
draw them into this treacherous Defign ; That 


“Montezuma himfelf, who was not above a 


League and half thence, had gather’d an Army 
of 50000 Men, on purpofe to favour this En- 


terprize. They bege’d in a moft humble 


manner, that two or three only among them _ 


might be fet at Liberty, in order to take 
care of their Wives, Children, and Move. 
ables they had fent away, to make them re- 
turn into the City; making moft folemn 
Proteftations to remain, for ever after, faith- 
ful to Spain, and not to fufler themfelves to 
be feduc'd. Accordingly, the next Day, eve- 
ry one return’d to his Houfe, and the whole 
City was as quiet, and as full of People, 
as it was the Day before this Misfortune hap- 
pend. Ds 
to take the leaft Notice, as if they were ac- 
quainted with AZontecuma’s perfidious Defigns, 


“they gave a very obliging Reception to the 


Ambafladors he fent to them, to congratulate 


. them on account of their good Succefs againft 


thefe Traytors, they brought Prefents to 
Cortex, fiom their Mafter, confifting of ten 
! Golden 


It being refolvd among the Sparierds, not 4 
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. Golden Plates; 1500 Suits of Cloaths adorn’d 
with Feathers after their own Country Fafhion ; 
abundance of Turkies, and other Provifions, 
with good ftore of Panicap, being a fort of 
Liquor the Jndians drink : The Ambafladors 


entreated Cortez not to penetrate any further 


into Montezuma’s Dominions, alledging it was 
a barren Country, not fufficient to find Sub- 
fiftance for his own Troops, who had fiffer’d 
very much of late for Want. He anfwer’d 
them in very obliging Terms, That having 
fome things of the greateit weight to com- 
municate to their Mafter, he was oblig’d to come 
to have an Interview with him. 

Not far from the City of Churultecal, are 
two very. high Mountains, conftantly cover’d 
with Snow on the Tops, and exceflive cold ; 
from thence you may fee iffue forth, without 
Intermiffion, certain Exhalations, or rather 
two thick Colums of Smoak, of the Circum- 
ference of a large Houfe, rifing up ftrait in- 
to the Air, with more Swiftnefs than a Dart 
flys from a Bow; and tho’ the Wind blows 
always very hard on the Tops of thefe 
Mountains, it is not {trong enough to move 
either on one fide or other, much lefs to 
difperfe thefe Colums (as one may call them) 
ofSmoak. ‘Several Attempts have bin made, to 
get up tothe tops of thefe Mountains,to difcover 
the true Caufe of this Prodigy, but in vain, 
no body. hag hitherto bin able to reach them, 
becaufe the Wind blows whole Heapsof Athes 
into your Face, fo as to ftifle you; befides 
that, the Snow towards the Tops lies very 
deep, and the Cold is almoft infupportable, 
whereas this Climate is otherwife exceeding 
Hot, being no more than twenty Degrees be- 
yond the Equinoëtial Line. | 
| | À a 3 A 
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Cortez À few Leagues diftance from thefe Moun- 
Le. tains, is the Famous City of Temiftitan, feat- 
tan, vo fe Cd in the midft of a Lake, having but one 
Montezu- pretty broad Caufey-way leading to it, which 
ma. will conveniently hold about eight Horfe-men 
a breaft: The Water of this Lake is congeal’d 
frequently into Salt, wherewith they drive a 
 ADeferip- great Traffick. The City it felf, is furround- 
rion of theed by a ftrong Wall, defended by Towers 
City’s Si- of different Sizes; and has but two Gates, 
Fuatiome one through which the People come in, and 
the other at which they go out. A thou- 
fand Perfons of the beft Rank, all clad in the 
fame Drefs, came out of the City to meet, 
falute, and pay their Compliments to Cortez, 
and thofe that were with him; each of them, 
one after another, laid his Hand to the 
Ground, and then kifs d it with all poffible 
marks of a moft profound Refpeë ; this Ce- 
remony took up no lefs than a whole Hour. 
After thefe, appear’d Adtontezuma in Perfon, 
attended by two hundred Lords of his Court, 
all bare footed, but more richly attired than 
thofe that had made their Appearance before ; 
they walk] two and two, and kept as near 
the Houfes as they could, tho’ the Streets 
were very fpacious; Montezuma Walk'd be. 
twixt two of the greateft Lords of the Country, 
who fupported him on both fides: There was 
not the leaft difference in their Drefs Or Ha. 
bits, except that AMontezuma himfelf had Shoes © 
Cortez 75 on, and the other two not. So foon as Cortez 
get by _came near them, he alighted from his Horfe, 
MORE to pay his Refpeëts to Montezuma, after which, 
m the two Lords that fupported him, paid theirs 
to Cortez, after the manner of their own Country; 
the other two hundred Lords did the fame, and 
the Ceremonial being over, every one took his 
Place. Cortez 


| of VOYAGES and TRAVELS. 243 


_ Cortez had a Collar, of glafs Stones, about 
his Neck, which he prefented to Adonrezuma, 
‘who in lieu thereof beftow’d upon him im- 
mediately three others of a much greater 
Value ; all the Company march’d in the fame 
order, as they were come, and condu&ted Cor- 
tez to a molt magnificent Palace, prepat’d 
‘for his Réception. The King fent their con- 
fiderable Prefents of Gold and Silver, and 
many other curious Pieces madé of Feathers 
of divers Colours, with Sooo Suits of Cloaths, 
moft artificially wrought; and feating himfelf 
in a moft magnificent Seat next to Cortez, he fpoke 
in thefe following Words: 


Our ancient Hiffories tell us, that we are not theyrsntery- 
in-born People of the Country, we now live iz 3ma’sOra- 
but that we are Foreigners, brought ‘hither from tion and 
far diftant Places, under the Conduit of acertainSubm:fion 
“Leader or Captain, whofe Subjetts we were ; and 
who having left us in this Country, return’d to his 
own, Sometime after he came once more to this 
Country, to fee his old Subjects, whom he found 
marry d with the Women Natives of the Country, 
and much encreas à in Number: He did all that 
in him lay, to engage them to go back along 
with him, to their Native Countey ; but they ab- 

Jolutely refus'd fo to doy nor would they any longer 
acknowledge him for their Lord; fo he was forc’d 
to go from whence he came. However it 5 an 
old awd geneally veceiv’d Opinion among us, that 
his Pofterity ave ta come into thefe Parts and 
Conquer ns, and all our Provinces, twenty being 
in effect, by defcent, their lamful Subjeits. When 
I rightly weigh all the Circumjtauces of this Mat. 
ter, every thing you have related to us, and the 
Wonders you tell us of your great Prince and lord, 
and compare all thefe things with the Defcription 
y Aa 4 yout 
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you bave given us of that Country from whence 


you come, we have all the Reafon in the World 
to be perfuaded, that the fame great King, your 


Mafter, who bas [ent you hither, 2 alfo our law- 
ful Soveraign Lord. Tu on this account you may 
rest Jatisfy d, that we are fully refolu’d to obey 
you, without any Fraud or Referve, affuring you, | 
that in your Perfon, we will pay our Reset to 


him that bas fent you hither. Difpofe therefore 


of thefe Provinces, and command here at your 
own Pleafure ; you will meet with none but O- 
bedient and Faithful Subjetts here, and fuch as 
are fully difpos d, te do you all the Services they 
are able; you have therefore nothing elfe to do 
at this time, than to confult your own Eafe and 
Repofe, after the many Fatigues you have under 
gone, both in your long and difficult Voyages at 
Sea, and in the feveral Engagements you have 
had at Land, before you could come to w. 1 
don’t in the leaft queftion, but that fome among 
the neighbouring Nations, out of no other Motives 
than Spite and Envy, have endeavour’d to create 
in you a Fealoufy, and to prepofefs you again{t 
me; I will not pretend to clear my felf on that 
Head, fince your own Experience will {ufficiently 
convince you of the Falfity of thefe Infinuations 
and Calumaies, They have told you, That the 
very Walls of my Palace are of maffy Gold; That I 
pretend to be worfhipp’d like a God, That I alone 
am Maffer of more Riches, in Silks, and other | 
precious Commodities, than all the other Princes — 
in the World together ;. Let this be as it will, I 
can only tell you, that all I have is at your Dif- 
pofal ; you are fole Mafters here, make ufe of all 
the Produéts of my Dominious, no otherwife than 


» you would do of what 5 your own, ' 


This 
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This Harangue being extreamly pleafing to 
the Spaniards, they were fure not to negle& 
any thing, they thought might confirm Afon- 
tezuma in his Opinion, that they were actually 
_ defcended from that lawful Prince of. thefe 
Provinces he had fpoken of, and that the King 
__ Of Spain was the Heir and Succeflor of him their 
Ancient Hiftories of the Jvdies made mention 
of. Six Days after the firft entrance of 
Cortez. into that moft celebrated City of 
Temiftitan, things continued in the fame ftate, 
without any remarkable alteration ; when 
Cortez reflecting ferioufly upon the whole mat- 
ter, it was thought moft advifeable, to fecure 
Montezuma’s Perfon, for fear he fhould change 
his Mind; whereas, as long as they had him 
in their power, they were fecure againft any 
Revolt or Affault from his Subjects: It being 
therefore fully refolv’d to feize and detain him 
a Prifoner in the fame Houfe that was aflign’d 
him for his Lodgings, ( provided -it could be 
done without much noife and difturbance) 
‘Cortez, pofted certaia Guards in all the chief 


=. Streets, and then went in Perfon (as he com- 


monly us’d to do) to fee Afontezuma in his 
Palace; who welcomed him with fome Pre- 
fents, and his Daughter and thofe of moft of 

the great Lords at Court, did the fame to 
thofe Spaviards that came along with him. After Cortes 
fome Difcourfe upon indifferent matters, Cortez feizes the 
upbraided ÆAontezuma with the ill treatment Perfon of 
fome Spaniards had received from the Indians, Montezu- 
by his orders feveral of them had been ™* 
murdered: He told them, that he thought 
himfelf obliged to take him along with him 

to his own Quarters, till fuch time, that the 

whole Truth of fo barbarous an Action was 
brought to light, and that he had spats 

U 
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full fatisfaction given him,. for the Death of 
his Friends. Cortez, to encourage him nnder 
this unexpected Affliction, told him, he fhould 
not be treated like a Prifoner, but like one 
who was at full Liberty ; That the Spaniards 


fhould obey him in every thing, and be ready 
at his Service, as much as if they were his 


natural Sudjeéts.. After fome Proteftations, 
and a flender Refiftance, Montezuma confented 
to go along with Cortez to his Quarters ; fo 
being put into a Chair, he was attended thi- 
ther by a great number of the Chief Men of 
his Court, .all in Tears, but fpoke not one 
word , or offered to make the leaft diftur- 
bance:, So far from that, that when Arte 
zuma found fome Murmurings among the Peo- 
ple who flock’d about him, he was the firft 


that appeafed them by his Authority and 


Perfuafions; thus every thing remain’d quiet 
whilft Montezuma was detain’d in Cortez’s 
Houfe. | | 

À few days after, a certain /#dian Lord, 
named Qualpapoca, his Son, with feveral others 
of their Accomplices, being accufed: of the 
Murther of the Spaniards, were Apprehended, 


Fettered , and put in a clofe Prifon: They 
~own’d the Fact, and at the fame time con- 


fefsd, that what they had done was by the 
Advice and Command of Adontezuma. The 
Criminals were burn’d alive in the great 
Market Place, without the leaft Tumult or 
Commotion ; and Æontezuma, upon their Ac- 
cufation, was loaded with Irons; which caufed 
fuch an excefs of Grief in him, that the 
Spaniards fearing his death, they were taken off 
again the fame day, and treated him with all 
manner of Civility; to retaliate which, he 


‘Commanded feveral of his Judians to fhew 


them 
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them his beft Gold Mines, to the great fatif= 
faction of the Spaniards. 

Montezuma, to give them all the proofs 
that poflibly he could of his good Inclina- 
tions and Intentions, call’d together an Af= 
fembly of all the Great Lords of his Province, 
untowhom headdrefs’d himfelf in the follow- 
ing Harangue, in the prefence of De Cortez, 
who thought it his Intereft to be prefent at 
this Affembly: 


Dear Brethren and Friends, you are fenfible Montezu- 
long ago, that you are my Subjetts, as your Fa- ma’s Re- 
thers were to my Predecelfors, who always treated fignation 
you with a great deal of mildnefs; you have hitherof bi So- 
to pay’d me all the Obedience faithful Subjetts bs a 
ought to pay to their lawful Soveraign; you are dt 
alfo not ignorant, that our Nation owes not its 
ficff Origin to this Country we live in, but that 
our Anceftors were tranfplanted hither from fos 
reign Parts, you may therefore be certain that 
thefe Europeans, lately come into thefe Provinces, 
are fent hither by a King defcended from our 
firft Founder: But becaufe our Anceftors would 
not pay lim due Obedience, "tis no more than 
common Fuftice we [hold do it nows fo I ex- 
hort you, to acknowledge this Great Prince for 
your Lord and Mafter, in tke [ame manner as you 
have own'd me, in the fame Quality, and to pay 
him the fame Obedience you have pay'd to me; 
and this is the greateft fatisfattion you are able to 
give me. | 

Thefe Words of Montezuma were attended 
with Tears intermix’d with very deep Sighs ; 
and the Lords of his Court following his Ex- 
ample, wept to that excefs, that they were 
not able to return an anfwer for fome time. 

Nay, many of the Spaniards, who were Eye- 
| witnefles 
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witneffes of this Tragical Scene, could not but 
fhew fome Compaflion for this unfortunate 
Prince. At laft the Indian Lords being fome- 
what recovered, told Afontezuma, Thar they 
Should continue at all times to be his faithful 
Subjetts , and acknowledge no other Sovereion ; 
But that in regard of the Command he had laid 
upon them, they would fubmit to the King of 
Spain, that they would pay him Tribute, and do 
him all the Service that lay in their Power. 
This Declaration being Regiftred by a No- 
tary Publick, feveral Copies thereof were de- 
livered to the Spaniards. 

After this authentick Refignation, Adonte- 
zuma was told, that the King of Spain had 
ocçafion for a certain quantity of Gold, to 
carry one fome great Enterprize he had in 
view, and that therefore he fhould ask from 
his Subje&s what Gold and Silver they could 
{pare, thereby to convince the King of the 

AProdigi-fincerity of their Promifes. They actually 
ous quan- taifed in a fhort time Two and Thirty Mil- 
zity of lions and Four Hundred Pounds of Gold, 
| res rat without mentioning a vaft quantity of other 
an rich Commodities of an incredible value, 
ma’s Do- and many curious Pieces made of Feathers of 
minions. various Colours. Cortez had a Crucifix Caft 
of Mafly Gold, and a vaft number of Golden 

Medals of different fizes. He order’d alfo 

fome Silver Money to be Coin’d, and pro- 


~ 


“a 
| 


vided himfelf with good ftore of Plate; and — 


Montezuma fent to the King of Spain vaft 
quantities of Silks of the moft excellegt work- 
manfhip that can be feen, there being no- 
thing like it to be met with in Europe, the 
whole being a moft furprizing intertexture of 
Feathers and Silk, reprefenting every thing 
in its natural Colours. : 


CHAP. 
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A Defcription of that Province wherein the 
City of Temiftitan # feated, of the dif- 
ferent Commodities brought and fold there; 
and with what exaifnefs the Indians carry 
on their Traffick. 


He Province of Afexico, whereof the City 

of Temiffitan is the Capital City, and 
whereof Afontezuma was King at that time, 
is furrounded with Mountains , in the midft 
whereof is a Plain of about 6o Leagues in 
Circumference ; This Plain contains among other 
things two Lakes, one whereof has Frefh, the 
Other Salt Water. Thefe Lakes contain feveral 
Ifles and Towns, which have a Communication 
with one another by their Canoes and other 
fuch Boats ufed by the Indians. Thefe Lakes 
have likewife their Flood and Ebb Tides ( like 
the Sea ) in fuch a manner, that when it is 
high Water in theSalt Water Lake, it difcharges 
it felf with the fame impetuity into the Frefh 
Water Lake, as if it where a large and very 
rapid River ; on the other Hand, the Frefh Wa- 
ter Lake diflembogues at certain fet times into 
the Salt Water Lake. The City of Temiftitan An exa8 
is Built in the Salt Water Lake about two defcrip- 
Leagues from the Land; It has four Capital ¢?o%of the. 
Streets built on Arches ; it is as big in its Cir- 7.7 2 
cumference as Sevile or Corduba in Spain: One sig 1 
half of the Streets is of Earth, the other half ste p- 
is made up by a Canal; fo that you may go vince of 
either by Water or Land, as you like beft, Mexico. 
The Streets are joyned, and have a Commu- 
nication with certain Wooden Bridges, curi- 

oufly 
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oully built and of very fine Wood , and of ” 
fuch a breadth, that no lefs than ten Horfes — 
men may pafs over them in Front. The 
Grand Place, or the Market Place of Temifti« 
tan, is much larger , and much handfomer 
than that of Salamanca in Spain, and furround- 
ed on all fides with Portico’s: Here you fhall 
fee fometimes above 60000 Perfons together, 
who come thither to buy and fell, becaufe 
here they may be furnifh'd with every thing 
the whole Province affords; Meat, Cloaths, 
Gold and Silver Veflels, Lead, Feathers of 
Birds, Pearls, Diamonds, all forts of Fowls, 
Patridges, Turtles, Pidgeons, Cranes, Parro- 
quets, Sparrow-hawks, Falcons, Eagles, and 
all forts of Birds of Prey; Here you may buy 
Rabbets, Hares, and Venefon, anda little fort 
of Dogs which aflord good Food; Here you 
meet with Herbs of all forts, both for Phyfick 
and the Pot; Hony yon have hereof different 
kinds’; that which is produced by the Bees, ano- 
ther fort taken ont of the Canes of the AZahiz,s 
which is as {weet as that drawn out of the 
Sugar Canes; They have alfo certain Trees, 
which furnifh them with that fort of Hony 
whereof they make their Wine or Afetheglin. 
In Granada it felf you hall not meet with finer 
and better Silks than in the Province of Æfexico 5 
their Colours are moft exquifite, Here they 
fell alfo Buckskins well drefsd, both with and 
without the Hairs; Each fort of Trade has - 
its peculiar Station, and. they are very exact in 
their Weight and Meafure. ’Tis very rare to 
find any one defedive in that point ; and their 
is a certain Office, where 10 or 12 of the 
beft Traders have their conftant Refidence, 
thefe not only fettle the price of every thing 
that People may not be Impes’d upon, and de 

| termine 
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termine what differences may arife betwixt. 
buyers and fellers, but alfo Punifh thofe who 
are catch’d in a Fraud. | ACTU , 

The City of Temiftitan is adorn’d with many The Indi- 
fair Structures, which are for the moft part a an Mosks 
‘fort of Mosks or rather Pagan Convents, In. Te- 
habited by thofe that attend the Worfhip of ™#ta™ 
the Idols. Thefe Religiofo’s are clad in Black, 
and never cut their Hairs: The Children of the 
Great Lords wear the fame habit till they are 
fix or feven years of Age, or perhaps till they 
are Married; Thofe that live in thefe Mosks 
are not permitted to vifit any Women, or they 
to go tothem ; they abftain from Flefh, and 
at fome Seafons of the year from other things 
befides. Their principal Mosk is furrounded 
by avery high Wall, its Circumference being 
as large as a {mall Town of 5 or 600 Hou- 
fes, the Apartments within are very fair 
and fpacious, Flanck’d by no lefs than forty 
Allies or Walks moft curioufly embellifhd ; 

You enter into the principal Mosk by fifty 
fteps, the leaft of them is as high as the 
Steple of the Cathedral of Sevile: There is 
not a Chappel wherein there is an Idol, but 
where every ftone of it is embellifh’d with 
fome curious Engraven Figures, and the oute 
fides are adorn’d with Painted Images: The 
Walks or Allies are intended for the Burials 
of Perfons of Note. Day-light never enters 
into thefe Chappels ; none but the Religio- 
fo’s being permitted to come there, and not 
all of them neither at all times. 

» The Spansards pull d down the chief Statues 
of the Suppofititious Deities, they Wafh’d and 
Beautified the Chappels, ftaind all over with 
the Blood’ of Human Sacrifices, and in lieu 
thereof, put up. the Statues of the Holy 
iv | Virgin, 
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Virgin, and of feveral other Saints, to thé 
great. diffatisfation of AZontezuma and all 
his Subje@s. They reprefented to Carter 
that if this proceeding. fhou'd take Vent in 
the Country; they wou’d infallibly rife up 
in Arms; it being their Opinion, that all 


the Goods and Riches they are Mafters of, 


Their I. 
dals. 


is owing to .the Liberality of their Idols: 
The Spaniards did all they cou’d to unde- 
ceive them, and t6 convince. them that there 
was no more than one real God, the fole 
Lord and Mafter of the Univerfe, and ftriét- 
ly forbad not to Sacrifice any Children to 
thofe Idols, the Statues whereof far excecd- 
ed in bignefs the Natural Statute of Men; 
they feed them with all forts of Roots, and — 
Pulfe mix’d with the Blood of Human Sacri- 
fices ; they pull out their Hearts whilit yet 
alive, the Heart being the chief part they 
offer to their Idols, being before dipp’d 
in the Blood of the Victim: They have their 
particular Deities, according, to their feveral 
neceflities, in imitation of the Ancient Hea- 
thens. 

The Houfes of Temiflitan are very large — 
and handfom, the great Lords of the King- 
doms have their Palaces and Refidence at 
certain Seafons of the year, the Inhabitants 
in general are very Rich, and dwell in very 
convenient Habitations with curious Flowers 


Gardens behind them: The Water is cons _ 


vey d into the City by two Aguaduéts, and 
they havea Conveniency by which all the filth and 
foul Water is carry’d back out of the City, | 
there being abundance of Water convey’d by 
means of Pipes from the other Aquaduës 
into this, to keep it tollerably clean, and 
wath away the Excrements. In every pars 

1e) 
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of. the, City, you, meet.at all times of. the 
Day ‘with abundance of Handy-crafts Men, 
who offer their Service to be hired; for the 
Indians are an induftrious People, "notwith- 
ftanding moft of the Europeans look upon 
“them as a defpifable and barbarous’ Genera- 
tion : They have a well regulated Govern- 
ment, and take Care to have it well mana- 
ged and maintain’d; and it may be truly 
{aid ‘of them, that when the Spaniards entred 
America, they wanted nothing but the Know- 
ledge: of the true God, 

~The magnificence and, vaft’ Riches of Aon- 
tezuma are almoft pait our Imagination, un- 
lefs one had bin an Eye-witnefs of them; The Royal 
You fee in his Palace an infinite Number offulace. 
Statues of. Gold and Silver, of fine Work- 
manfhip ; abundance. of curious Pieces in- 
laid, and ‘embellift’d with Gold, Pearls, and 
Precious Stones, fo’ nicely and artificially con- 
triv'd, that no body ever. was able to find 
out what Inftruments” the Work-mén could 
make ufe of, to accomplith them ; and. it is 
paft, all Difpute , “that the moft refin'd ane 
belt’ Artifts of, Europe, would be puzzled, 
find out a Method of 1 managing Silk, and ie 
Feathers of Birds, to fuch an ‘Advantage, and 
fuch a Degree of Beauty. as the..Jndians, do, 
for all manner of Work and-Furniture. The 
‘King’s ordinary Refidence is at Temifitan, from 
whence heiffues his Orders for above Two hun- 
dred Leagues round ; whence it is evident, that 
his Kingdom is at leaft as big as Spair. The 
Chief Men of the Country put their Sons into 
the King’s Service, whillt they, in their Re- 
fpective Provinces, take care to fee his Taxes 

and Cuftoms pay d ia due Time and, Places : 

Bb Thefe 
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Thefe Tributes or Taxes being pay’d in dif- 
ferent kinds, ’tis next to an Impoffibility, as 
much as to imagine, much lefs to. compute 
the Value of thofe precious Moveables that 
fall yearly to the King’s Share. He is ferv’d 
with the fame Refpect at a diftance, as if 
he were prefent ; and no Prince in the World 
is ferv’d with more Devotion and Submifli- 
on than himfelf. The fineft Palaces in Eux- 
rope, have nothing that is comparable to the 
Spacioufnefs, rich Furnitures and Magnificence 
of his. The Gardens are adorn’d with, Sta- 
tues of Marble and Jafper of exquifite Work- - 
manfhip; the Palace has Lodgings fufficient 
for two great Princes, with their whole 
Court. His Parks are ftor’d with all forts of 
Animals, both to fatisfie the Eye and the 
Belly. All forts of. Fifh. whatever, both of 
Sea and River Fifhes, are kept in Ponds, 
which have on both Sides, at a certain di- 
ftance, fome Pavillions, where you may reft 
and divert your felf with feeing them bufied 
in Fifhing.  <Adontezuma’s Palace is divided 
into feveral Quarters; One for the Whites, 
Men, Women and Children; their Hairs, Eye- 


- brows, and in fhort, their whole Complexion 


is very fair: Another Quarter is pav’d 
with the fineft Marble. Checker-wife, each 
Stone fix Foot fquare ; they are Painted with 
Birds of all forts, in their natural Colours, - 
which affords a moft agreeable Variety. An 
one Corner of the great Park, are abundance 
of Cages, for Lions, Tigers, Wolves, Foxes, 
and Wild-Cats, helides fome other favage 
four footed Beafts, in vaft Numbers; all 
which are fed with Turkeys; no lefs than 
three hundred Men, make it their daily Em- 


poy 
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ployment, to keep and feed thefe Creatures. 


A certain part of the Palace, is fet afide for 
the Entertainment of monftrous Men and 
Women, Changelings, Mifhaped, &c. every 


kind of thefe have their peculiar Quarters, and 


- their particular Servants to attend them. 

Every Morning, about s0o or 600 Pers 
fons of the beft Quality, make their Appear- 
ance at the Kings Palace, to make their 
Court ; fome fitting, others walking about in 


the Apartments; but their Attendants are 


not admitted within the Palace, but ftay in 
the outward Courts: So foon as the Kingis 
fat down at Table, the Lords do the fame, 
and are férv’'d with the fame Difhes the 


King has at his; they frequently fend fome 


to their Friends, that are not at the Table: 
But as. for Wines and other Liquors, they 
are there in füch vaft Plenty, that every one 
may drink what he pleafes, both at Dinner 
and Supper-time. Three hundred young Men 
are appointed to carry the Difhes to the 
Tables, and in cold Weather, each Difh is 
carry d üpon a Chaving-difh : The King is 
feated upon a Cufhion, or kind of Bolfter of 
very fine Leather ; fix old Men dine with him, 
whom he ferves himfelf; with Meats, and 
Changes his Napkins almoft every Minute, 
and his Cloaths Four times a Day. No bo- 
dy is allow’d to go into his Bed-chamber, 
unlefs he be bare-footed, and commanded to 
come in, and then he muft enter with his 
_ Head and Eyes fix’d on the Groand, and his 

Body bent forward ; no body muft look in the 

ing’s Face whilft he is talking to him; be- 
caufe to ftare in a Man of Quality’s Face, 
hilt you are {peaking to him, is lookd 
| | B b 2 upor 
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upon ‘among the Indians, asa Token of want 1 
of Refpeët.. Whenever the King goes abroad: 
(which happens but feldom } all thofe that 
attend him, and’ all fuch ‘as meet him in the 
Streets of upon the Road, turn théir Heads 
another way, for fear’ they fhould fee his Face. 
To be fhort; ’tis: almoft impoflible to pretend 
to'anéxat Defcription ‘of all the! Cefemonies 
obferv’d by thefe Indians, to fhew their De- 
votion “and DRE to” cheir King and Ma- 
ee 23 


. 
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Nééfezi 4 Spanifh Commander, does his 
utmoit endeavours to ruin Cortez, and 
feduce Montezuma. Cortez, # foo 
quick for his Rival, and takes. Hf oF bts 
poner. ey 


si D 
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Temiftican,: News. was brought ‘him, 
that the Inhabitants lof Vera \Crax had revolt- 
ed at the Inftigation of Captain »Navarez, a. 
very cunning Man, and who: being: jealous of 
Ferdinand de Cortez’s Glory, had laid à Defign’ 
to-furprize and feize him, with! all that -be- 
loag’d to him, for which purpofe he had — 
equipp’d eighteen Veffels at his own Charge : 
The better to fucceed: in this Project, he had 
found Means to raife an InfurreGtion in fome 
of the. Provinces belonging to. Montezuma, 
with the Affiftance. of one of the greateft 
Lords of his Court, This made ah re 
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folve to hazard all, to break his Rivals Mea- | 
fures: Purfuant to this Refolution he ord’red 
Gonfalvo de Sandoval, a very prudent Com- 
mander, and his intimate Friend, to put himfelf at 
the Head of fixty Spaniards, intending to follow 
- him at a finall diftance with two hundred more; 
They came both ‘at the fame time in fight 
of ‘the Town, where NMavarez had his Head-' 4u En- 
quarters, who drew out with fixty Horfe and gs 
500 Foot, leaving the reft for the Defence 
ofa large and ftrong Mofque, within the Town. ,,7Nava- 
About midnight Cortez gave the Signal to rez : 
attack the Mofque, notwithftanding he had 
receiv’d advice that Navarez was marchd 
back into the Town with’all his Forces, and 
had planted nineteen Field Pieces on one of 
the Towers of the Mofque: They defeaded 
themfelves for fome time with the utmoft 
Bravery; notwithftanding which, the Tower 
was taken, and Mavarez taken Prifoner, with 
all his’ Officers of note; They own’d, that 
they -had fram’d a Defign: to’ feize Cortez, 
and to fet up a new Government in the 
Indies, independent from Spain. After this 
happy Succefs, Cortez march'd back to Temi- 
fiitan ; but at his Entrance faw himfelf attack’ d 
byan innumerable Multitude of Zrdians, who 
advancing “with a moft dreadful Cry, threw 
Stones as thick as Hail among them, and caft 
their Darts in fuch vaft Numbers, that the 
_ Roads and Streets were quite cover’d with. 
them. They fet Fire likewife to the Spamifh 
Fort, part whereof was burnt to the Ground, 
and the Garrifon had bin all cat to Pieces, 
had the Jedians not bin kept back by the 
Terror and Execution of their Fire-arms, 
which made them always retreat in great 
Con- 
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Cortez Confufida; for the Jndiaws advancing with? 
ay furi- oug any order or rule, each Piece of Artil- 
94% lery that was difchargd amongft them, did 
‘he AUS moft terrible Execution. At laft Adontezumay 
cans.  willing to fee this Tumult appeas’d, : defir'd 
the Spaniards to place him on one ofthe 
Platforms of the Fortrefs, to fhew himfelf to 

the People, and to fpeak to their Leaders, in 

hopes to perfüade them to lay down their 

Arms: But one of the, /ndians, whether by 

chance or otherwife is uncertain, hit and 
wounded him with a Stone fo dangeroufly that 
he dy'd of it the fame Day. Cortez ordred — 
his Body to be carry’d out of the City, to 
be expos’d to the View af the People; but 

the Sight. thereof was fo. far from, allaying - 
ie their Fury, that they fought with more ob... 
dsfor’’dio ftinacy than ever, till they forcd Cortez, with 
guitTemi- his Forces, to abandon the City of Temifitan, : 
iutan. and to retreat fighting, in very good order. 
to Catacuba, leaving all the Gold, Silver, 

and other Riches, they had gather’d, behind 

them. | | 

Tis incredible what Fatigues the Spaniards 

endur’d in this Action ; they were tired to fuch 
a Degree, that they could ftir neither Hand 

nor Foot: Befides. that, they had loft 150 

Men, and 46 Horfes in this Combat, with- 
out reckoning 2000 Male and Female Indians, 
who loft their Lives upon this Occafion, and. 
among them the Sons and the Daughters of 
Montezuma, with feveral other Perfonsof note, 

that were their Prifoners. “i 

One Cuetravacin, Montezuma’s Brother, feiz'd 

on the Throne, two of his Nephews, AZon- 
tezumas Sons, being excluded from it, becaufé 
one was a Fool, and the other Lame; where- 
ee as 
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as the new King was a Perfon very well 
known, both for his Conduë&t and Bravery. 

He took care to have the moft important 
Pofts well fortifyd, the better to defend them- 

. felves againft the Spaniards, and publifhd a 
Proclamation, by vertue whereof he freed his 
Subjects from all Taxes, provided they would 

take up Arms to. fight and chace their Ene- 

mies out of their Country, and put to the | 
Sword all fuch as were in Alliance with 
them. 

After a thoufand Hazards, and feveral En- 
gagements, Cortez and his Soldiers had with the 
Indians, for the Conqueft of the New World, 
unto which they thought fit to give the Name of 
New Spain by reafon of its Refemblance to the 
Kingdom of Spain, in Europe, in refpect of its Fer. 
tility and Goodnefs ; they refoly’d to lay Siege to 
Temiflitan, which they had bin forc’d to a- 
bandon before. In one Engagement alone 
900 Spaniards kill’d or. took Prifoners above 
950000 Indians; the Women and Children © 
fet vp fuch doleful, Cries, as would have 
mov’d the moft harbarous and favage, and molt 
inveterate Enemy to Compaffion; and in ef- 
fect the Spamfh Officers did all they could 
fo keep their Soldiers from continuing the 
Slaughter, as well as the Judians that were radia 
in their Army, who put all their Country- ere 
men to the Sword, and exercis’d all manner Srughter. 
of Cruelties upon them for there is not a 
more Cruel Nation in the World, than the 
Inhabitants of thefe Parts, being without the 
leaft Senfe of Humanity: And thefe Judians, 
that fided with the Spamards, being no lefs 
intent upon Plunder than the Slanghter of 
their Country-men, thefe who well knew their 
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Temper, had. thrown all their beft Movea- 
bles into the Lakes, and a vaft Number of 
Men, Women and Children went after their 
Goods; fo that the Lake. being fill’d with 
dead Carcafles, they march’d over ‘them ia 
many Places, as if it had bin on the folid 
Ground. ”Tis impoffible to find Words fuit- 
able to the Horror of fo doleful a Spectacle, 
and to exprefs the Mifery thefe poor Wretch- 
es were reduc'd to: Here you might have 
feen an innumerable Multitude of Women 
and Children imploring, with the moft piti. 
ful Lamentations and Cries, the Spaniards for 


“Mercy ; but in vain, the greateft Part of 


them were driven into the Lake, where they 
were drownd, or ftifled among, the dead 
Bodies, and the réft perifhd by the Plague, 
occafion’d by the Stench of the dead Bodies, 
by the want of Nourifhment, and by the 
drinking of too much Salt Water; about 
60500 perifh’d in this manner within a few 
Days. The Streets, the Roads, nay, the adja- 
cent Mountains, were full of dead Carcafles ; 
notwithftanding which, thofe that remain’d a. 
live, chofe rather to undergo the fame Fate, 
than to fubmit, fuch was their Hatred againft 
the Spaniards. This obliged Cortez to’ fend 
for his’ great Cannon, and to arm fome 
Barques, to reduce thofe Indians that’ kept 
on the Lake in their Canoes; fome of the 
Chief Men, who were taken Prifoners on the 
Lake, being brought before de Cortez, "told 


him, They had done nothing elfe but what 


brave Men ought to do, to fave ‘their City 
and’ Country from < Deftruétion, and, that 


now he might difpofe of their Perfons as he 


thought fit; The Chicfeft among them lay- 


eed 
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ing his Hand on the Hilt of de Cortez his 
Dagger, begg’d him: to thruft it into his 
Heart: But he told him, he had better bear 
his Difgrace with Patience, and that they 
fhould be very civilly treated. This laft 
Exploit put an end to the Siege, which had 
continu’ d without Intermiflion for fixty-five 
* Days, all which the Spaziards had fpent in the 
attacking of this City, being forc’d to un- 
dergo almoft incredible Fatigues, both in 
raifing their Works, and in continual Skir- 
mifhes; for there fcarce paft a Day, but the 
Indians would fally out in great Numbers to 
annoy them in their Works. | 

The Spaniards thus became abfolute Mafters 77, 5,2. 
of Temiftitan, the capital City of all thefe niards 
rich Provinces, got an ineftimable Booty ; make at 
they caus’d all thé Gold they found here to &ieCou- 
be melted down, and fent away a prodigi- A 
ous Quantity of wrought Silks of all forts. ~~” 
This done, Cortez took effectual care to fettle 
the Peace, and re-introduce à good Order and 
Difcipline, every thing being brought into Dif- 
order and Confufion, during the War : And 
to frighten the Country into an entire Sub- 
miffion, he fent the News of his having taken, 
Pillag’d and deftroy’d, the Famous City of 
Temiftitan (the richeft and ftrongeft of the 
whole Kingdom.) into all the Provinces, which 
produc’d the defir'd Effet; for the Indians 
fubmitted, without any further Reluctancy, to 
the Crown of Spain. Hi 

The Diverfity of Language, among the 
Indians, prov’d no fmall Obftacle to thote 
who firft ventur’d upon the Difcovery of 
the New World: This difference was fuch, 
that the very next adjoining Nations {carce 

C ¢ underftand 


underftand ene another; The reafon whereof 
muft be attributed to their continual inteftine 

Wars, which hindred them from cultivating 
any Correfpondence with one another. To 
obviate, in fome meafure, this Inconveniency, 
feveral Authors have taken the Pains to give 
us an account of the feveral Idioms that are 
current in the Indies,. 


The Names. Father Dominick de Vico, a Dominican, has 

of fuch Au- Publifh'd a Dictionary, or a Method how to 

thors as 

have wit learn the Language of Cachiquil ; befides fix 

zen of zhemore Idioms, in which he has written feveral 

Iniinl Treatifes. 

ind (i Father Lewis Renico, a Dominican, hasWritten 
feveral Treatifes or Sermons in-the Afexican 
Language, and in thofe of Adiffeca, Zapoteca, 
Mije, Chochona and Tarafca. 

Father Lewis de Villapando, a Francifoan, has 
Written and Publifh’d feveral Treatifes in the 
Indian \dioms. 

Father Æfartin Leon has Publifhd a Method, 
how to teach the Chriftian Doëtrine to the 
Indians, in 8vVO. 1614. 

Father Alonzo Rengal, ‘a Francifcan, has Pub- 

lifh’d the Art of Learning the MexicanLanguage, 
and Sermons for the whole Year, in the fame. — 
. Father Alonzo de. Efcalona, a Francifcan, has 
Publifh’d a Method, or Dictionary, how’ to 
learn the Aexican: Language, i in1565. Asalfo 
his greater and leffer Doctrines, containing 
Inftru@ions for Confeflors, and of the Prepara- 
tions for the Communion. The Life of 
St. Francis. Prayers adapted for the: Indians. 
À Treatife upon God's Commandments ; all in 
the Mexican Language. 


Father 
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Father Anthony d’ Avila, a Dominican, his Art 
of learning the Æfexican Language ; and hig 
Method how to know its true Elegancy.  - 
+ Father Arnaud de Bafocio, a Francifcan, his 
Sermons, Epiftles, and Gofpels for the Year ; 
in the Mexican Language. , 

Father Bernard de Sahagven, a Francifcan, his 
double Annual Sermons. His Annotations upon 
the Epiftles and Gofpels for the Year. The 
Pfalms. His Lifeof St. Beruerd. His Treatife 
how to baptize Children ; all in the A¢exican 
Language. With a DiGtonary in three Co. 
lumns, viz. Spanifh, Latin, and Mexican. 

Father Francis Ximenes, a Francifcan, his 
Method and Didtionary in the Mexican Lan. 
guage. ,; | 

Father Philip Diaz, a Francifcan, his Sermons 
Printed in the Adexicaz Language. - 

Father Garcias de Cifneros, a Francifcan, his 
Sermons in the Mexican Language. 

Father John de Mijanguas, an Auguftin, his 
firft Part of Sermons for Sundays. And the 
Feafts of the Saints ; inthe Aexicar Language ; 
Printed in 4to, 1624. 

Father ohn de Ribas, a Francifcan, his Cates 
chifm. His Sermon for Sundays throughout 
the Year. His Abridgment of the Lives of the 
Saints. Maximsof a Chriftian Life ; all Pub- 
lifh’d in the Adexican Language. 

Father Sob de Garnae, a Francifcan, his Dia- 
logues, upon the Paflion of Fefus Chriff ; and 
fome other Dialogues in the Afexican Lan- 
guage. | 
‘Father Sohn Baptift, a Francifcan, his Prattice 
of Morals, for the Benefit of the Indians, and 
for the InftruGion of their Children; Printed 
in 8VO, in 1601, in the Afexican Language. 

| Father 
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Father Jobe deAyora, a Francifcan, his Treatife — 

of the Sacrament of the Altar, in the Aexican 
Language. # ae 

Father Lewis Rodriguez, à Francifcan, his Pro- 
verbs of Solomon, in the Alexican Language: 
His Catechifm and Contempt of the World; 
tranflated into the fame Language: 
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«on his: Arrival,. the 


_ King ... fends. Orders 


“thatthe Complainants 
.fhould be feverely Pu- 
nifh’d, 89. Orders 
_Alonfo de Hojeda and 


Diego. de Nicuef[a..to 


‘plant Colonies in. the 
New. World, 109.—— 
«What great Slaugh- 
ter. they made, of the 
Indians, Uta. | 
…Spaniards,, defeated 
.bythe Indians, ibid... 
Sols LFuan]| the un- 
fortunate Adventures 
of him and his Com- 
panions, 161. Hat 
- Salvages, or Wild- 


Men, ftrange Relati- 


-ons of them, 172. 


_ Serpents of feveral 
Sorts ~ defcrib’d, of 
which the Indians make 
Ragouts,191. 
Suarez de Medina del 
Campo, fingly routs 
three Hundred Jndi- 
ANS, 2.94. 3 
Scolopender and other 


_ Infects defcrib’d, ae 


. 


TkiNDdEX 
‘its curious Buildings,. 


TENERIFE (Peak 


Gf] deferib’d, 43. ---- | 


Account of the Ifland 
anditsProduétions,rich 
Malmfey Wine made 
Chere ae res > 
 Tumacco,great plen- 
ty of Deer there, 157. 
Tequina’s, or Conju- 


Tors, an Account of 


them, 194. 

Tempeft, agreatone, 
Wherein were loft 
twenty fix . Spanifh 
Ships, 246. | 

Trees of fo poifo- 
nous aNature, that its 
prefent Death to fit 
under them, 276.------ 
Of vatious Sorts de- 
{crib’d, which are 
wholly apply’d to Me- 
dicinal Ufes, 278. 

Tafcalteral [City of] 
and adjacent Country 
deferib’d, 335. 

Temiftitan[City of] 
deferib’d, 342, 349. 
—— An Account of 


the Inkabi 


Mosks, Religion of 
351. 
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 VENEREAL Di: 


-feafe, its Rife and Pro- 


greis, 212. 
W: | 
WEST Indies; Na: 


tural Hiftory of, 185. 


Different Kinds 
ofAnimals found there, 


202,283 ——Gold and | À 


+ 
~ 


Silver Mines defcfi-e — 


bed, Rivers and 0- 
ther Curiofities, 263. 
——=Plants and Fruits 
a Defcription; of their 
Nature and Ufe, 273. 
— Sea Wolves de- 
{crib’d'286,329--Birds 
of different Kinds. sb. 


—— Infetts of fe- 


veral Sorts ; 288. 
———- Worms im the 
Indian Seas; an Ac- 
coust of them, 319 
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